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Becoming Mighty in Spirit 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Look at Luke 2:40. In the New King James, it reads, “And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled 
with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him” (Lk. 2:40). There’s a child, and of course it’s Jesus. The 
Child grew and became progressively mighty in His spirit. He became strong in His spirit. It’s what God wants 
to awaken in our hearts. 
 
It’s my deep conviction that we’re in the generation of the Lord’s return. He wants the Church in this hour of 
history to be mighty in spirit. For that to happen, which it will, there’s going to be a lot of change. The absence 
of a mighty spirit in the people of God doesn’t trouble me, because I know the change is coming. Right now the 
standard of the day is a dull, passive, and weak spirit in the Church. God is going to help us. I’m not saying this 
to be critical, because I’m part of the problem. I like to talk about the Western church, mostly because that’s 
what I’m most familiar with. The rule of the day is that the leaders are leading today’s church with a dull and 
timid spirit. I don’t look at that and say, “Now I’m mad.” I’m not mad. I’m absolutely confident that the Head 
of the Church has a plan to deliver the Church from this timid and weak spirit. 
 
EXCELLENT MANAGEMENT SKILLS ARE NO SUBSTITUTE FOR BEING MIGHTY IN SPIRIT 
Right now the Church in this nation by and large is being led by leadership, both male and female, who have a 
timid, weak, and dull spirit. Here’s the problem with that: it makes the Church vulnerable to the attack of Satan. 
Right now it’s so normal for the Church to be led by intellectual abilities, communication skills, management 
skills, and charming personalities. Charming personalities are good. Excellent communication skills are good. 
Proverbs says to grow in those things. Excellent management skills are good, but they’re no substitute for being 
mighty in spirit.  
 
What happens is that because the “norm” today is a weak and timid spirit, this has become the accepted 
standard in the Church. It’s normal for the leadership in the Church at large to have a passive and weak spirit 
when it comes to God and when it comes to the devil. It’s become normal and acceptable. As a matter of fact, 
it’s strange if there’s a mighty spirit. What we did tonight was the beginning of the beginning of putting our toe 
in the river. As I’ve said—and I wasn’t trying to overstate it or understate it—I was trying to state it accurately: 
we’re at the kindergarten level, but that’s good. We used to be pre-kindergarten, so kindergarten is good. We 
used to be in preschool. We’ve graduated. We’re growing and we’re at the kindergarten level. Can you see it? 
We used to have an inch of water; we didn’t know what to do with it, and now we have about an inch and a 
half. We know a little more what to do with it. We’re trying to get wet with it. 
 
OPERATING IN THE SPIRIT OF AGGRESSIVE WARFARE AND AGGRESSIVE LOVE 
I’m not putting us down; that’s not my point, but my point is to see the thing in perspective. We’re growing and 
I’m excited. I’m growing and I’m excited. Right now, today, what we did tonight is so strange and so out of the 
ordinary. There might be a few hundred groups in our nation, and maybe a few thousand; I don’t know, but 
there are a number of them. There are more than a few who would value what we did tonight. Even as 
immaturely as we did it, they would value it. Maybe there are a few thousand; who knows? There are 300,000 
congregations in America. The vast majority would look at what we did tonight and they would be repulsed. We 
have a Bible school leader. He prophesies over people. He prays in the prayer line. The Spirit of God does 
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unusual things to him. That’s the kind of Bible school leader we need. Intellect is not enough, and neither are 
excellent communication gifts, charming personalities, and management skills.  
 
It’s so normal to be timid and weak. It doesn’t trouble even the on-fire people. Timidity and weakness in spirit 
is so normal that it’s acceptable. I want to tell you this, that if we train our children in that atmosphere, and we 
have, then we’ll cause them to be satisfied with nothing. We need to train our children in an atmosphere of 
aggressive love for God and aggressive war in the spirit. As I’ve said tonight, it’s a two-edged sword. It’s 
lovesick worshipers and mighty warriors. We need to be able to operate in both dimensions of the heart of God.  
 
MINISTERING IN INTIMACY AND WARFARE THROUGHOUT KANSAS CITY 
It says in Luke 2:40 that Jesus became strong. He became mighty in His spirit as a child. There aren’t very 
many children who are mighty in spirit, but there are some and we’ll see more. At IHOP-KC we want our 
people involved in congregations all over the Kansas City area. We’re so committed to the church of Kansas 
City. We want to be in about fifty churches. We’re in about twenty now. We want to be in 100; we want to be in 
500. We want an atmosphere where we can go to congregations and be a servant. We want to have a servant’s 
spirit. We want to go and rejoice in what God is doing, and to serve, no matter what. However, we want to bring 
anything we can in terms of a militant spirit mixed with intimacy with God. It’s one of the redemptive gifts that 
God has given IHOP-KC to the church of Kansas City. It’s the combination of intimacy and a militant spirit 
together. It’s might in spirit, and that’s what we want to bring. We want to bring people in and send them back 
out. We want that deposit to be released.  
 
UNDERSTANDING THE SOBERNESS OF THE HOUR AT THE CROSSROADS OF HISTORY 
Turn to Luke 9:53. Jesus is on His way to Jerusalem, on His way to the cross, to die. This verse is referring to 
one of the Samaritan villages that He passed through. “But they did not receive Him, because His face was set 
like flint to go to Jerusalem” (Lk. 9:53, paraphrased). Another translation says He was set resolutely. His face 
was set. One of the manifestations of a man or a woman with a mighty spirit is that they have a resolution. 
They’re set to go forward and to go where God is leading them. 
 
Right now in the Church, the spirit of God’s people is wilted. There’s this sense of living in muddy waters, 
confusion, and a wilted spirit of vacillation all over the kingdom of God right now. We need to take this wilted, 
timid, “maybe yes, maybe no, maybe I’ll try it for awhile,” whiny, compromising, and unsure spirit, and replace 
it with a heart that’s set resolutely even to die. In Luke 9:53, when Jesus’ face was set, that was a manifestation 
of a mighty spirit. He was set to die. That’s what it means. We have our death sentences. We have our prison 
sentence in the spirit. We have that training; we have those difficult assignments. A man or a woman with a 
mighty spirit can enter into those seasons with their faces set resolutely. 
 
The word I get is wilted. It’s kind of wimpy and wilted. It even presents itself in a dignified way as caution and 
intelligence, but it’s just dressed-up unbelief and dressed-up compromise in a passive, bored, and dull spirit 
leading the Church today. I’m not trying to empower you to go and be mad at the Church; that’s not what I’m 
trying to do. I don’t want to ever give you an argument against the Church. What I want you to do is see the 
reality. I want you to take a deep breath and say, “Things are changing, and I will be an agent of change.” I 
don’t want to empower you to criticize; I want you to know the sober hour that we’re in at the crossroads of 
human history. When I look at the wilted spirit, I don’t get mad; I get determined to be an agent of change in the 
earth in this hour of history. 
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To be an agent of change, I don’t have some messianic or heroic, “I’m the only one.” I refuse to buy into that 
Elijah sense of, “I’m the main man,” or, “I’m the only one,” or “We’re the only group,” because the Lord said, 
“No, Elijah, there are 7,000 groups that are moving hard after God as well.” There are 7,000, and even more 
than that across the earth, who are going hard after God. There are millions who aren’t. I’m not concerned with 
the millions who aren’t; I’m concerned with discerning the reality in setting my face like flint to be different 
and to bear patiently with my brothers and sisters in the Body of Christ. 
 
We won’t get to this verse, but I’ll quote it to you. In Acts 10:20 the angel appears to Peter and tells him to go 
visit Cornelius, in order to open the way to the Gentiles. The Holy Spirit tells Peter in the vision, “Peter, get up 
and go do this and this,” and then He says, “doubting nothing.” The Holy Spirit says to the apostle Peter, “When 
you go, I want you to go doubting nothing” (Acts 10:20, paraphrased). 
 
Here’s my point: we need to be men and women with such a mighty spirit that we’re not crippled and paralyzed 
by doubting, which is dressed up as caution and sophistication. The Holy Spirit told Peter, “Doubt nothing and 
do the will of God.” I’m not saying that we’re not supposed to doubt goofy things. I’m not talking about off 
things. He’s telling Peter not to doubt the divine mandate that was made clear by the Holy Spirit to Peter. 
 
The Lord has given us a mandate. A number of us have had it confirmed in our spirit a time or two, others many 
times, and others many, many more times. Yet the natural, un-renewed mind doubts so easily that which has 
already been revealed to them. I’m not telling you, as Paul Cain says, to be so open-minded that your brains fall 
out. I love that statement. I’m not saying, “Doubt nothing.” I’m saying, “Doubt nothing after it has been clearly 
revealed to you by the Spirit.” 
 
The Holy Spirit told Peter, “Get up; go to Cornelius and don’t doubt any of this.” He knew that Peter would 
have a tendency in his natural humanity to doubt it. In a mighty spirit, God causes a supernatural ability to move 
resolutely in the midst of what God has revealed to be done. It’s a very normal thing for God to reveal to you 
what to do, and then one month later, one year later, and five years later for you to be filled and absolutely 
demoralized with doubt after having received divine revelation. I’m not encouraging you to doubt nothing, end 
of sentence. I’m asking you to say, “Lord, I want to live in a way where once it has been revealed, then I have a 
life in God that presses through the natural operation of the unrenewed mind called doubt.” 
 
I doubt. I don’t mostly doubt, but I doubt sometimes. I’ve heard from the Lord on a couple of major levels in 
the last fifteen years or so. I have times of doubt, but I don’t mostly doubt. I know what it means, a little. I’m 
not the best example, but I’m the best example I have right now that I know really well. That’s what I mean. I 
know better ones in books, but I know my story. The Lord has progressively wanted my spirit to become 
mighty. I’m not to look at the purpose He has given me and do that carnal, sophisticated thing that looks all 
dignified, but it’s just a work of the flesh. The Spirit is saying to me, “Get on with this thing. Throw yourself 
into the world prayer movement. Commit yourself to the forerunner ministry. Fast, pray, and abandon yourself. 
Live simply and believe for the great revival, the dead being raised, and the greater works than these. Don’t 
doubt a thing. Have a mighty spirit.” 
 
That’s what He’s telling us. It’s what He’s telling me. It’s what He’s telling you. It’s those kinds of things. 
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“A PROPHET MIGHTY IN DEED AND WORD BEFORE GOD AND ALL THE PEOPLE” 
Turn to Luke 24:19. Jesus has died and been raised from the dead. He’s talking to the disciples on the road to 
Emmaus. In verse 19 He says, “What things have you been hearing?”  
 
They said to Jesus, “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth” (Lk. 24:19). 
 
Of course, they’re looking the resurrected Jesus right in the eyes. In verse 25 He calls them, “O foolish ones, 
and slow of heart” (Lk. 24:25). Here’s the resurrected Jesus preaching Jesus, and they don’t get it. It doesn’t get 
any more intense than Jesus preaching Jesus. They looked and they did not understand. In verse 25 He called 
them slow of heart and foolish, which is the opposite of a mighty spirit. I like that phrase.  
 
In verse 19 we’re not talking about Jesus as fully God, though He is fully God. The marvel of this statement 
isn’t that God is mighty. The marvel is that a man is mighty. They talked about Jesus of Nazareth and said He 
was a prophet. Listen to what they said by the Holy Spirit: He was a “Prophet mighty in deed and word before 
God and all the people” (Lk. 24:19b). 
 
A man or a woman with a mighty spirit eventually has mighty deeds and mighty words. “Mighty words” 
doesn’t mean eloquent words; it means words with authority in them. For a man or a woman, a boy or a girl, 
that has a mighty spirit, eventually the might touches their deeds and their words.  
 
Here’s the real part that I like. It’s not just that His words are mighty. I love the idea of mighty words. It’s 
words that unlock the hearts of human beings that are slow of hearing. Beloved, I want to have mighty words. 
Mighty words don’t just come in a vacuum. Mighty words are the fruit of cultivating a mighty spirit. 
 
Here’s the part I really like in verse 19. It says that Jesus had mighty words before God. God looked at this 
Man’s words. I know He’s fully God, but He’s talking about Jesus in His humanity. Jesus was mighty before 
God. There were others. You can do a word study on mighty. It’s a marvelous word study. Men and women of 
like nature were mighty before God. It’s a stunning statement that a human would be viewed by God as mighty 
in spirit. We can lose the impact of this because it was Jesus, and so we think, “Well…”The reason we’re told 
that as a child He became mighty in spirit is so we could know that’s the operation of the Spirit available to 
other human beings. It’s not just for the purpose of adoration, which it is. It’s also for the purpose of imitation. 
What Jesus did in His humanity is a picture of what God wants to do with other humans. 
 
BECOMING MIGHTY BY MAKING OUR SPIRITS VULNERABLE TO THE HOLY SPIRIT 
Again, I’m not trying to make a big case about how un-mighty we all are. It’s like we come in here and get 
scolded a little and then go home. We then say, “I guess he said the obvious. I knew I wasn’t very mighty when 
I came. I now know that I’m not mighty.” That’s not my point. It’s not news to anyone that the Church isn’t 
mighty in Spirit. What I want to do is stir you up in these moments here to get a vision to be mighty in the 
Spirit. Why could you not be mighty in the Spirit? Why is it that someone else in some other nation and in some 
other time frame is the mighty one?  
 
Let me tell you that in this time of history the Spirit is about raising up men and women who will be mighty in 
word and mighty in deed because their spirit is mighty and strong. They doubt nothing. I love what the Holy 
Spirit said to Peter: “Doubt nothing concerning the revelation God gave you.”  
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You say, “Well, I do doubt it.” We need to get ourselves in a way before the Lord. It’s just the normal things. 
It’s filling oneself with the Word and the grace of fasting. It’s just the normal five or six things that we know to 
do. I don’t need to go through those right now. My point is not to go through the five or six things and kind of 
reword them. It’s the same things over and over. It’s no secret; it’s the same five, six, or seven things that have 
been preached for 2,000 years. The list is not difficult, and it’s not mysterious. It’s not like, “Oh, that’s the 
secret.” They’re right there hanging in front of the whole body of Christ. They’re right smack-dab in the middle 
of the Sermon on the Mount, if anyone misses them. It’s Matthew 6, which is the very centerpiece of the 
Sermon on the Mount and the five or six things, or whatever number you put on it. You can reword them or put 
them in different categories. Right there is the way to make our spirits vulnerable to the Holy Spirit. 
 
My point isn’t even to point the way right now, though that’s not hard to do because it’s the same thing. It’s to 
get us to get a vision for it. I want to be mighty in Spirit. I want children in the atmosphere of this place not to 
think it’s normal for demons to stay in people. I don’t want the children under the ministry I’ve led for many 
years to believe—and I don’t just mean here, but abroad or anywhere—that being sick is normal and it ought to 
be that way. It’s the testament that I’ve left. I’m not proud of that and neither am I condemned by it, but I’m not 
content with it. I want to see something different. We’ll see something different in the days to come. 
 
YOU CAN’T SWING THE SWORD JUST BY KNOWING THE DEFINITIONS 
Turn to Acts 19, if you will. By the way, that famous, apostolic prayer in Ephesians 3:16 that we pray all the 
time at IHOP-KC, that God would give us might in the inner man, is the prayer for the church of Ephesus—that 
they would have might in the inner man—and it’s critical. Do you know why you have to have might in the 
inner man in Ephesians 3:16? I’m talking to the ones who are really familiar with that verse, because we pray it 
over and over. When you read Ephesians 6, which is the armor of God that you all know, put it on hold and go 
to 2 Corinthians 10:5, which says that “the weapons of our warfare are mighty in God to the pulling down of 
strongholds” (2 Cor. 10:5, paraphrased). The mighty weapons are mighty in God. The weapons of 2 Corinthians 
10:5 are mighty in God. Going back to Ephesians 6:10, they’re the same ones, which is the armor of God.  
 
Here’s what Paul tells the Church at Ephesus in Ephesians 6:10: “You have to be strong in the power of His 
might. You have to have a mighty spirit to operate in the mighty weapons” (Eph. 6:10, paraphrased). You can’t 
operate in the armor of God by having information about the armor. You can’t study the armor and then activate 
the reality of that in your life. You can’t swing the sword just by knowing the definitions. You can only swing 
the sword effectively if you have a fiery spirit. The mighty armor of God in Ephesians 6 and the mighty 
weapons of 2 Corinthians 10:5 aren’t released or activated or brought into manifestation by knowledge and 
words. It has to be come from a person with a fiery spirit. I don’t mean a loud and extroverted personality; it’s 
someone whose spirit is mighty. It’s been one of the real fallacies in the study of spiritual warfare; there’s been 
this false confidence that an academic assessment of all the dimensions of the armor is in itself the armor. The 
academic assessment and even the proclamation in prayer don’t activate the armor. It takes a mighty spirit to 
operate with mighty weapons. 
 
It’s what Paul says in Ephesians 6:10. He says, “You had better be strong in the power of His might.” What he 
meant was this: “Have a fiery spirit and have your spirit strong in the grace of God.” But we skip the fiery spirit 
of Ephesians 6:10, and we go straight to verse 11, all the way down, and we try to take on powers and 
principalities with a weak and passive spirit, having intellectually analyzed the warfare, not with a fiery spirit, 
but a dull spirit, and nothing happens. 
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It’s like the guy says: “We need to shout with clout.” There’s a lot of shouting, but there’s not authority in it. 
We don’t need volume; we need authority. 
 
But the mighty spirit, which is being strong in the spirit of His might, is the fruit of that prayer of Ephesians 
3:16 where Paul prays that the power of God, the Spirit of God, would make us mighty in the inner man. Instead 
of the word mighty, you can use the word fiery, which is a really practical word. It’s a fiery spirit.  
 
PEOPLE AREN’T GOING TO LISTEN TO YOU IF YOU’RE DULL AND PASSIVE 
I was saying to the older saints in our conference last week the same thing that I say to the younger saints, and I 
got a little tough, though I didn’t mean to. I just stumbled into something and my spirit got stirred up again. I 
know it was the Lord. There were 200 to 400 retired believers who came down, though it wasn’t true of all of 
them, but it was true of some of them. It’s this complaint that none of the kids like you; no one listens to you. 
It’s all the whining and complaining that older believers do, but don’t worry, the younger believers do it, too. 
Don’t worry; the in-between believers do it. Don’t worry; believers everywhere do it! It’s all ages. I wasn’t 
picking on any one age group. It was this idea that the younger people won’t listen to them. 
 
I said this: “Listen, the young people aren’t going to listen to an older believer, whether you’re thirty, sixty, or 
ninety if your spirit’s dull and passive. If you’re boring, they aren’t going to listen to you because they’re 
supposed to. They aren’t going to.” I said, “Even your own friends who are the same age don’t want to listen to 
you when you’re boring.” I’ve heard it for twenty-five years as a pastor from people sitting around the Body of 
Christ who say, “I can’t make any friends.” They have this kind of bizarre idea that they’re supposed to sit in a 
chair, and all of a sudden people are going to feel bonded to them with deep affection and respect as they sit in 
that chair. They go home and live in their carnal lifestyles of a little immorality, drunkenness, bitterness, 
division, and slander here and there, just enough to where the leaches have destroyed all the might in their spirit. 
They sit in the back of the church thinking they have this inalienable right for people to be bonded to them with 
respect and affection. But their spirits are so passive, broken, dull, and timid. As a pastor I had heard it for 
years. To think that it’s my job or any pastor’s job to make that happen for them is just total unreality. 
 
Here’s what I tell them: “Take the next two, three, four, five years and get on a marathon pace. Put your seatbelt 
on. Don’t expect it to change in a year. Go get hold of God. Get some fire in your spirit and you’ll have 100 
young people eating out of your hand in a short amount of time if you have something to say.” 
 
I don’t mean you have to be a gifted teacher. All you have to do is have something moving in your spirit. 
Whether you’re old or young doesn’t matter. A twenty-year-old will have sixty-year olds eating out of their 
hand. A sixty-year old will have twenty-year olds eating out of their hand if they have something in the spirit 
with weight on it happening in their inner man.  
 
A mighty or fiery spirit is critical to unity. I mentioned at the conference that it’s one of the great missing 
dimensions of the ecumenical movement. We can talk; we can worship; we can do this and that. We can do all 
of these kinds of things, but at the end of the day fiery spirits with different doctrinal positions will bond in 
heart and trust one another with affection. 
 
It wasn’t my goal to tell everyone how bad they are. My goal is tell a group of people who are listening, “Let’s 
do something about this. It’s Ephesians 3:16. Let’s get a fiery spirit. Let’s get might in our spirit. When we get 
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might in our spirit from Ephesians 6:10, then let’s put on the armor with some authority behind our words.” We 
don’t have much authority, but that’s going to change. 
 
“JESUS I KNOW, AND PAUL I KNOW; BUT WHO ARE YOU?” 
We’ll end with Acts 19:11. It says, “God was working unusual miracles at the hands of Paul” (Acts 19:11, 
paraphrased). They were unusual miracles. “Even handkerchiefs and aprons were brought from his body to the 
sick, and the diseases left them and evil spirits went out” (Acts 19:12, NKJV). They would bring these 
handkerchiefs to Paul. Paul would pray over the handkerchiefs. They would take the handkerchief over here and 
lay it on someone. A demon would come out of the person. That’s happened many times throughout history, by 
the way; it’s not a one-time deal with Paul. It’s not common in the sense that it happens everyday everywhere, 
but there are a number of ministries for which this has happened all the way down through history. 
 
There were these traveling, itinerant Jewish exorcists, in Acts 19:13, who took it upon themselves to call the 
name of Jesus over those who had evil spirits. They said, “Well, Paul’s handkerchief makes that demon go. 
Let’s try using Paul’s God. We exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches.” That was what they were 
doing.  
 
There was this one man by the name of Sceva who was a Jewish high priest who had seven sons. You have to 
appreciate this. All seven of them were active in the ministry and all seven of them wanted to cast demons out 
of people. You know that his family times were at least healthy. All of them wanted to follow in the faith of 
their father. But the father didn’t operate in the spirit and authority of Jesus. 
 
So in Acts 19:15-16, the evil spirit answered and said to these guys, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who 
are you” (Acts 19:15)? 
 
“Then the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on them. The man overpowered them and prevailed against 
them. They all fled out of the house naked and wounded” (Acts 19:16, paraphrased). All seven brothers fled 
from the house. “This deed became known both to Jews and Greeks all throughout Ephesus”—which was the 
third-largest city in the ancient world. “Fear fell upon all of them and the name of Jesus was magnified” (v. 17, 
paraphrased). 
 
“Many who believed came confessing and telling their deeds. Many of those who had practiced magic brought 
their books together and burned them in the sight of everyone. They counted up the value of the books, and they 
totaled 50,000 pieces of silver” (Acts 19:18-19, paraphrased). We can’t comprehend 50,000 pieces of silver. 
There were a lot of occult books burned in Ephesus.  
 
“So the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed” (Acts 19:20). There’s that word mighty again. Being in 
mighty in spirit is the kind of leadership that God is going to bring to the Church. It’s not a matter of if; it will 
happen. It’s just a matter of, “Do we want to be a part of it?” We’ll be 1/100th of 1 percent, but I want to be 
1/100th of 1 percent of it. I want to be part of the answer and not part of the problem. The way it’s been going, 
as I’ve said, the Church accepts cancer, demons and oppression. They go unchallenged in the Church, and that’s 
normal church. Almost as bad is a group like us. We’ll take them on, but at the five-to-seven minute mark we’re 
all worn out. We’re training our spirit actually to stay with this thing for an hour or two. It’s foreign to us, but 
we’re learning how to do it because our spirit’s getting trained. 
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DO YOU WANT YOUR NAME TO BE KNOWN IN HELL? 
Imagine in verse 15 the demon from hell, because demons know wherever the dark regions are. The demon says 
in essence, “Down here in the dark regions we know all about Jesus.” That’s obvious. Here’s the stunning part; 
he says, “We know all about Paul.” Imagine being known in hell! 
 
It was Leonard Ravenhill who first said this. Some of you know that name. He’s a man who went on to be with 
the Lord, but he was a great man of prayer for sixty years. He died in the early 1990s. He preached at this 
church a number of times. He was one of the most well-known prayer warriors in the world. Leonard Ravenhill 
used to say this, and it’s in his books from the 1960s and 1970s. I used to read them in my college days. 
Leonard Ravenhill was a revivalist in the 1930s and 1940s right through England. I loved this one story. I read 
the story, and I can hear it, too, because I heard him say it a number of times. 
 
This guy says, “Mr. Ravenhill, would you like to have your name like John Wesley’s, in big, bold letters like 
that?” John Wesley was the great revivalist in England. 
 
Leonard Ravenhill said, “Yes, I would love to have my name in big letters.”  
 
That takes you aback, and you think, “Leonard, shame on you. That’s vain!” 
 
Leonard Ravenhill said, “I would like to see, in fifteen-foot, bold, red letters, RAVENHILL in hell. I want my 
name, RAVENHILL, in hell and I want all the demons to be afraid. I want to be known in hell.”  
 
That’s the first time I had ever heard that phrase. I thought, “Known in hell?” 
 
In Jeremiah 15:1, the Lord speaks the most amazing things to Jeremiah the prophet. He says, “Jeremiah, don’t 
pray for the people” (Jer. 15:1, paraphrased). There’s a big story behind why, which I won’t go into, but it 
involved their rebellion, etc. He said, “Even if Samuel and Moses prayed, I would have to turn them down in 
My justice” (ibid). Here’s the Lord speaking to Jeremiah, and He says, “Even if Samuel and Moses…” For the 
Lord God, the Genesis 1 God, to name their name, what a statement!  
 
Beloved, I’m not talking about being famous. I’m talking about being mighty in spirit and being known by God, 
known in hell, and known by angels. 
 
In Ezekiel 14:14, it’s the same thing. It’s one of my favorite verses in Ezekiel. The Lord tells Ezekiel the same 
thing. He says, “Ezekiel, if Noah, Job, and Daniel showed up, I wouldn’t listen to them” (Eze. 14:14). My point 
isn’t that God wouldn’t listen to them because the cup of iniquity was full and all that. That’s another subject. 
The point isn’t that God wouldn’t listen, but the point is, Noah, Job, and Daniel. What kind of men were these? 
I want to live that kind of life. I’m not talking about being famous; I’m talking about being known in the spirit 
and not known in the natural. You don’t have to have an education; you don’t have to have gifting; you don’t 
have to play the piano. You don’t have to be able to sing. You don’t have to be able to preach. For your spirit to 
move the heart of God you need no natural gifting at all. You have to have a mighty spirit.  
 
Imagine being the kind of man or woman about whom the Lord would say, “Even if Kirk Bennett prayed, I 
wouldn’t hear him.” Wouldn’t that be cool? 
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Kirk is thinking, “I wonder what it would take in the prison sentences to get to that maturity?”  
 
Here’s the strangest point. Ezekiel was a contemporary of Daniel. In other words, Ezekiel and Daniel lived 
during the same time. Daniel was a prophet in the same time as Ezekiel. They were both in Babylon. Ezekiel 
was in the slave camp and Daniel was in the king’s court, though they were only miles apart, but they were in 
the same city. Can you imagine being in the same city, and the Lord speaks to you and says, “Even if Daniel 
prayed…”? At least Job and Noah were dead, but God used a man who was alive as the example of one who 
would move His heart. It’s staggering to me that a weak man on the earth could have that kind of weight with 
God in heaven.  
 
It happens in Daniel 8-10 over and over again. That very man Daniel is praying, and the angels are moving 
because a man on the earth is praying. Gabriel and Michael said to him several times, “Because you prayed and 
because you spoke, we moved.” They said, “We didn’t just come sovereignly in your activity. It was because a 
man on the earth lifted his voice and his spirit that the God of heaven dispatched us to come down to you on the 
earth.” 
 
He tells Ezekiel, “When that man Daniel prays, I listen to him, but even Daniel I won’t hear in this one regard.”  
 
What a mighty man! What a mighty spirit! Daniel is famous because he’s in the Bible, but in his day Daniel was 
this little Hebrew slave boy in a slave camp. That’s how he started.  
 
Amen. Let’s stand. 
 
MINISTRY TIME 
I’m stirred by this and I want to be mighty in spirit. There’s a fiery spirit. We want to learn music; we want to 
go with the best in the world. We want to have songs, choirs, we want to have this and that, etc. We’re going to 
want it, but without a fiery spirit none of it works. I value at IHOP-KC a worship leader with a fiery spirit. It’s 
worth ten times every other quality. There’s timidity and there’s passivity and there’s hesitancy and there’s 
doubting and self-consciousness and this and that, all the normal things. I want worship leaders with a fiery 
spirit. 
 
We’re not mighty yet. We’re aiming there. We’re serious. These guys have an aggressive spirit; they want to go 
to war. I’ll go to war with someone like Carol. We’re up here and people aren’t responding and this and that. I 
look at Carol, because we’ve done it a hundred times over at IHOP-KC. She says, “I’ll take this thing. I’ll take 
the hill.”  
 
I say, “Good.”  
 
I love to go to war with people like this. I don’t want a leader in the saddle leading who has a timid, weary, “I 
don’t know, I don’t really do this…” 
 
Let’s train them. Keep them in the back room, get them trained; we need fiery warriors up front. I don’t just 
mean loud. I’m not just talking about loud. None of them are loud in their personalities. I’m talking about being 
resolute and moving forward.  
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My definition of a political spirit, or a performance spirit, is a leader who has an ecclesiastical position, a 
leadership position, but no fire. That’s a political spirit. You have the authority and the structure but no fire on 
your spirit. That’s how the political spirit gets set up, and that’s how it’s nurtured. That’s how performance is 
nurtured: it’s a gifted musician with no fire in his or her spirit. It’s the same thing with a leader in the structure, 
a leader who has no fire, but retains leadership. 
 
I want IHOP-KC worship leaders to come down here, all IHOP-KC worship leaders who would like prayer 
tonight. You guys are saying, “Gee, thanks. Now what are people going to think? If we get in a bad mood we’re 
really in trouble.” 
 
I’m not putting that on you. You’re going to be tired and you’re going to be in a bad mood sometimes, etc. I’m 
not talking about performance. There are a number of others there, but that’s OK. This isn’t a “Who’s who?” 
sort of thing. If I have to go to war, I know if Carol is leading at a moment’s notice; we’ll go somewhere if it’s 
time to press, and the same is true with Alicia. There are several others who are like that. I want you to pray for 
them. 
 
All the twenty-year olds and under, if you want prayer, I want KJ to pray for you. Twenty and under, you say, 
“I want to have a fiery spirit.” I want you to come stand up here. I’m not asking these people to come up with 
something great. The very fact of doing this matters. I’m not putting pressure on you; I want what you are to be 
valued by IHOP-KC, and I want it to be imitated. I want this group to say, “That’s what I’m going for. That’s 
what matters here.” 
 
Musicians—not every musician; IHOP-KC musicians. It’s more than symbolic; there’s a statement in the spirit 
that we’re doing this. I ask for a fiery spirit. I ask for a warrior spirit. We’re cultivating a mighty spirit in this 
house. Jesus, the Child, grew might in spirit.  
 
“Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?” 
 
 


