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Becoming a Person after God’s Own Heart (1 Sam. 16-17)

I. THE POWERFUL STORY of KING DAVID

A. The story of King David is one of the most encouraging stories in the Bible. He was known as the man who loved God (1 Sam. 13:14). He was a lonely child from a poor family who lived in a small town. In his youth, David was rejected by his family and friends. He had an unusual insight into how his love for God moved God’s heart. This is the story of how a teenage boy who was “nobody” in man’s eyes discovered that he was a “somebody” in God's eyes.

14 The LORD has sought for Himself a man after His own heart… (1 Sam. 13:14)

B. The Lord “sought” for David, and is still seeking for this type of person (2 Chr. 16:9; Jn. 4:24).

9 The eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him. (2 Chr. 16:9) 

23 The true worshipers will worship...for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. (Jn. 4:23)

C. Being a person after God’s heart means to commit to obey the commands of God’s heart, to 
study the emotions of God’s heart, and to contend for the purposes of God’s heart (revival, etc.).

D. God made David a witness, or a picture, of how God wants us to relate to and live before Him. We learn what David saw about God’s heart (as a student of God’s emotions), about himself in God’s sight (how God enjoyed him), and about his circumstances (God is in control of our life). We can become familiar with the life of David by reading it many times (1 Sam. 16–2 Sam. 24).

4 Indeed I have given him [David] as a witness [example] to the people. (Isa. 55:4)

E. The importance of David’s story is that it can be our story, simply by making the choices that he made in his youth. It is the story of how God both enjoys and uses weak and broken people who set their heart on Him. It is the story of how God sees our heart and how we move His heart.

F. Our identity is the way we see or measure our value and success, or how we see ourselves. Our identity is in being “loved by God and in loving God.” In difficulty, we must re-align our hearts by confessing, “I am loved by God and a lover of God. Therefore, I am successful.”
G. We are already successful before God. When we “feel successful” because of who we are in God’s eyes, then we have strength to faithfully walk with God, regardless of what others think.

H. We learn this from David’s life. He found his primary identity in life in his relationship with God instead of with people (i.e., it was not in who liked him or what he accomplished before people). In Bethlehem, even in his youth, David developed a spiritual root system of intimacy with God).

I. The message of David’s life is the wisdom of pursuing God with all our heart, knowing that God sees our sincere intentions to love Him, and that He enjoys us even in our weakness and failure.

II. THE PROPHET SAMUEL ANOINTED DAVID IN BETHLEHEM (1 SAM. 16:1-7)

1 The LORD said to Samuel, “...Fill your horn with oil, and go; I am sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite. For I have provided Myself a king among his sons...3 You shall anoint for Me the one I name to you.” 4 Samuel...invited them [Jesse and sons] to the sacrifice [meal]… He looked at Eliab and said, “Surely the LORD’S anointed is before Him.” 7 The LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance [abilities, performance, accomplishments, position, reputation, success, or failure] or at the height of his stature, because I have refused him. For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart [movements of our heart]”…

8 Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10 Thus Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all the young men here?” Then he said, “There remains yet the youngest, and there he is, keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him. For we will not sit down till he comes here.” (1 Sam. 16:1-11)

A. God chooses weak and unknown people, who often live in “out of the way” places such as Bethlehem, which was about a 25-mile walk from Samuel’s home in Ramah (1 Sam. 8:4; 16:13).

B. God chooses people that others reject. David was rejected by his family and friends as one who had not accomplished anything. This is all part of being like a person after God’s heart, like David. David was accomplishing something in God’s sight; he was developing love for God.

10 When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take care of me. (Ps. 27:10)

11 My loved ones and my friends stand aloof...my relatives stand afar off. (Ps. 38:11)

11 I am a reproach...among my neighbors, and am repulsive to my acquaintances [friends]; those who see me outside flee from me. I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; I am like a broken vessel [I seem useless to them].13 For I hear the slander of many... (Ps. 31:11-13)

7 Because for Your sake I have borne reproach... I have become a stranger to my brothers, and an alien to my mother’s children: 9 Because zeal for Your house has eaten me up, and the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me. 10 When 1 wept and chastened my soul with fasting, that became my reproach...11 I became a byword to them. (Ps. 69:7-11)

C. Even as a seasoned prophet, Samuel made wrong evaluations and missed God’s choice. We often make the same mistake that Samuel made, when we measure ourselves by outward things like our abilities and actions. God measures us by the inward intentions of our heart to love Him.

D. God knows our address and His timing is never late. The Lord made all seven brothers wait until “His David” was in place. God needs no help in locating “His Davids.” We don’t have to strive to get attention from the popular people or those in authority. David was out of the sight of men worshiping God and serving others. We do not need to push ourselves forward to get attention when we believe that God’s eyes are on us. We can have confidence that God will put us in the right places that He has ordained for us in His perfect way and in His perfect time.

III. DAVID AND GOLIATH: VICTORY OVER THE ANTICHRIST (1 SAM. 17)

A. A crisis arose, which could not be answered without God’s supernatural help (1 Sam. 17). Only worshiping warriors with a history in God are prepared for the time of crisis. We, like David, must cultivate a history in God before we are prepared to be part of God’s answer in crisis.

1 The Philistines gathered their armies... the men of Israel were gathered together...and drew up in battle array against the Philistines. 3 The Philistines stood on a mountain on one side, and Israel stood on a mountain on the other side, with a valley between them. (1 Sam. 17:1-3)

B. Goliath defied Israel, causing them to be filled with fear and despair (1 Sam. 17:11, 24-25).

4 A champion went out from the camp of the Philistines, named Goliath...whose height was six cubits and a span [nearly 10 feet]...10 The Philistine said, “I defy the armies of Israel this day...” 11 When Saul and all Israel heard these words...they were dismayed and greatly afraid... 24 All fled from him and were dreadfully afraid. 25 The men of Israel said, “Have you seen this man who has come up? Surely he has come up to defy Israel...” (1 Sam. 17:4-25)

C. David is rebuked by his jealous older brother Eliab (1 Sam. 17:26-30). There will always be jealous people who will resist and insult God’s anointed. Is there not a cause to get up out of our beds and give ourselves to God in an extraordinary way?

26 David...saying, “What shall be done for the man who kills this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?”...28 Eliab’s [David’s oldest brother] anger was aroused against David, and he said, “Why did you come down here? And with whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know your pride and the insolence of your heart, for you have come down to see the battle.” 29 David said, “What have I done now? Is there not a cause?” (1 Sam. 17:26-29)

D. David was mocked by Eliab, Saul, and Goliath. However, he lived by God’s opinion of him. Private victories precede public victories. God gives His people private victories with the “lion and the bear” before He releases public victories.

33 Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine...for you are a youth...” 

34 David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep his father’s sheep, and when a lion or a bear came and took a lamb out of the flock, 35 I went out after it and struck it, and delivered the lamb from its mouth...36 Your servant has killed both lion and bear; and this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them...” 37 David said, “The LORD, who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you!” (1 Sam. 17:33-37)

E. David understood that the Lord does not save with a sword or a spear, for the battle is the Lord’s.

40 He [David]...chose for himself five smooth stones...42 When the Philistine...saw David, he disdained him; for he was only a youth...45 David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts...”49 David...took out a stone; and he slung it and struck the Philistine in his forehead... 

50 David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and struck the Philistine and killed him. But there was no sword in the hand of David. (1 Sam. 17:40-50)

IV. THREE key PRINCIPLES THAT WE LEARN FROM DAVID’S LIFE

A. David was first a worshiper who longed to know God’s heart (Ps. 27:4; 18:1; 31:23; 36:8; 145:5). Do not give up quickly in your struggle with the Bible and prayer.

4 One thing I have desired…all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord. (Ps. 27:4)

B. David saw God as his source of protection, promotion, provision, and direction. God trained young David in the “seminary” of rebellious King Saul (1 Sam. 20-31). Saul sought repeatedly to kill David for about a 7-year period, using 3,000 soldiers. David settled conflicts by proclaiming, “Let the Lord judge or decide between us” (1 Sam. 24:12, 15; 26:9-11, 23-24; 2 Sam. 15:26; 16:5-14). David rested in knowing that God would defend him in God’s way and timing.

12 “Let the LORD judge between you and me, and let the LORD avenge me on you but my hand shall not be against you...15 Therefore let the LORD be judge, and judge between you and me, and see and plead my case, and deliver me out of your hand.” (1 Sam. 24:12-15)

C. David had great confidence in God’s mercy over his weakness and failure (Ps. 32; 38; 51; 69). David had an unusual ability to fully receive the free mercy and goodness of God.

5 I have trusted in Your mercy; My heart shall rejoice in Your salvation. (Ps. 13:5)

V. REBELLION IS NOT THE SAME AS IMMATURITY

A. David’s understanding about God’s heart was formed by the truths that God revealed to Samuel about how God chose David. This affected David’s view of himself. He saw himself as one whom God delighted in, as God’s beloved (Ps. 60:5) and the apple of God’s eye (Ps. 17:8).

19 He delivered me because He delighted in me…35 Your gentleness has made me great. 

(Ps. 18:19, 35)

B. David felt like God’s favorite. We are all God’s favorites based on Jesus’ declarations to us.  

9 As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you… (Jn. 15:9)

C. David is a picture of someone who is spiritually immature, and yet has a sincere desire and intention to obey God. David understood that God delighted in him even in his weakness (immaturity). When David stumbled in sin, he rose up in sincere repentance instead of “camping out” in his sin for a season and making it a part of his lifestyle of compromise. David had a sincere “yes” in his spirit.

D. Rebellion and immaturity may outwardly look the same, but the intention of the heart is different. The fact that we are weak does not mean that our love for God is not real. Immature love for Jesus is not false love. Our love of God is genuine, long before it matures. God sees you as a lover of God who struggles with sin, not as a slave of sin who struggles to love God. We do not define ourselves as those who struggle, but as genuine lovers of God who struggle.

E. Those with a sincere heart for Jesus admit their sin (without rationalizing it), take responsibility for it (without shifting the blame), and take their sin seriously instead of being causal about it.
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