
FORERUNNER CHURCH – MIKE BICKLE 
 

IHOPKC Missions Base    www.ihopkc.org 
Free Teaching Library    www.mikebickle.org  

Session 1 
Why We Value Understanding the Biblical View of the End Times 

I. A FEW FOUNDATIONAL THOUGHTS 

A. The IHOPKC leadership team does not ask anyone to accept our views blindly. Rather, we urge all 
to refuse ideas that they cannot clearly see in Scripture themselves—be a Berean (Acts 17:11).  

B. Our understanding of the end times is not complete—we seek to learn from other ministries.  

C. The IHOPKC team holds convictions which differ from the popular view that the Church may  
be raptured at any time and, thus, will miss the revival and crisis in the Tribulation (Rev. 7:9).  
We honor the genuineness and godliness of many who hold this view but see it as a mistake that 
will leave multitudes spiritually unprepared when negative events escalate in the end times.  

II. WHY UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLICAL VIEW OF THE END TIMES IS IMPORTANT 

A. Unique dynamics: The generation of Jesus’ return will have unique dynamics—unprecedented 
pressures (shaking, sin, darkness) and an unprecedented outpouring of the Spirit and revival. It will 
be a unique generation when there will be more people on earth than at any time in history. 
2For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the people; but the Lord  
will arise over you, and His glory will be seen upon you. (Isa. 60:2)  

B. Biblical reasons: Scripture highlights one generation much more than any other. By far the  
most described generation in God’s plan is the generation that will be alive when Jesus returns. 
It is the main focus in over 150 chapters in the Bible. 
(see mikebickle.org/resources/resource/2888 for a list of these chapters). 

C. Pastoral reasons: People must understand the biblical narrative for what will happen and why it 
will happen, or they will by default embrace a secular narrative of the events, making them more 
vulnerable to being overcome by fear, offense, lust, and deception. By understanding the biblical 
narrative of the end times, God’s people will be better equipped to process the escalating pressures 
in a way that will help them to thrive spiritually and grow in love.  
1. Jesus highlighted four issues that will challenge many people’s faith in the end times:  

Fear (Lk. 21:26), Offense (Mt. 24:10), Lust (Lk. 21:34), and Deception (Mt. 24:11)— 
F.O.L.D.  
26“…men’s hearts failing them from fear…34“But take heed to yourselves, lest your  
hearts be weighed down with carousing [lust, immorality, pleasure, etc.], drunkenness… 
and that Day [Jesus’ second coming] come on you unexpectedly.” (Lk. 21:26, 34)  
10“Then many will be offended...11Many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.” 
(Mt. 24:10-11) 
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2. The end-time falling away will be one of the most tragic and serious events in history.  
Paul presented it as being as obvious and significant as the appearing of the Antichrist on  
the world stage (2 Thes. 2:3). The result of escalating fear, offense, lust, and deception  
will result in some believers falling away from the faith (1 Tim. 4:1-2; 2 Tim. 3:1-7; 4:3-5; 
Heb. 6:4-6; 10:26-31, 39; 2 Pet. 2:1-3, 20-22; 3:17).  
3Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day [Jesus’ return] will not come unless 
the falling away comes first and the man of sin [Antichrist] is revealed. (2 Thes. 2:3) 

D. Prophetic reasons: The biblical signs of the times include events and trends that are predicted in 
Scripture. Jesus, the apostles, and the OT prophets prophesied signs of the times—these signs will 
alert God’s people (who are alive in the generation of Jesus’ return) of His soon return.  
1. Jesus commanded one generation to “know” that His return was near—this command was  

for the generation living when all 22 signs prophesied in Matthew 24 and Luke 21 occur.  
33“When you see all these things, know that it is near—at the doors! 34…this generation will 
by no means pass away till all these things take place…36Of that day and hour no one 
knows.” (Mt. 24:33-36)   

2. The timing: In the generation that Jesus returns, “all” 22 signs will accelerate in a way that 
can be “seen” by the global Body of Christ. Now, for the first time in history, most of these 
22 signs of the times are increasing and making headline news on a global level.  

3. The Lord indicated that a generation may last up to 100 years (Gen. 15:13-16).  

E. There is power in knowledge: Since the Lord can accurately foretell the details of His end-time 
plan, we know that He has power over them and is able to use them redemptively for the good of 
His people. By having a biblical picture of the unique dynamics of the end times, God’s people will 
be equipped with right expectations and understanding of various negative events.  
1. The Lord will raise up “people of understanding” who will help others understand the 

biblical narrative related to the end times (Dan. 11:33; 12:10). This promise is available to all 
believers. “Many” will be hungry for answers from God’s Word.  
33“And those of the people who understand [end-time messengers] shall instruct many; yet 
for many days they shall fall [be martyred] by sword and flame, by captivity… 35to refine 
them, purify them…until the time of the end.” (Dan. 11:33-35)  

2. God will give His people “perfect,” or mature, understanding of His end-time judgments  
(Jer. 23:20).  
20The anger of the Lord [His judgments] will not turn back until He has executed…the 
thoughts of His heart. In the latter days you will understand it perfectly. (Jer. 23:20)  

F. Jesus is returning as a King with power, a Bridegroom with desire for deep relationship with His 
people, and a Judge with zeal to remove all that hinders love. There are no contradictions in Him.   

 

 


