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The Father Heart of God (John 14) 
 
JESUS REVEALED THE FATHER 
We are going to look at the subject of the Father heart of God. John 14:7-9 is one of the really 
key passages that Jesus reveals His relationship to the Father. He said this talking to the apostles 
just before He would go to the cross. He said in John 14:7: “If you had known Me, you would 
have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him.” What an 
amazing statement: it is as if Jesus is saying, from this point forward, I want you to understand 
that when you have seen My ministry, and you have heard My teaching, you have witnessed My 
personality. You have seen what the Father is like. From this time on, understand this: John 14:8: 
“Philip said, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.’” Jesus said, “Have I been with 
you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; 
so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father.’”  
 
He who has seen Jesus has seen the Father. In other words, when you look at Jesus’ ministry, His 
personality, or His teaching, He is revealing exactly what the Father is like in terms of His 
personality, His acts, and His teaching. 
 
“WHO BEING THE BRIGHTNESS OF HIS GLORY AND EXPRESS IMAGE OF HIS 
PERSON, AND UPHOLDING ALL THINGS BY THE WORD” (HEBREWS 1:3) 
Now in Hebrews 1:3, the writer of Hebrews says Jesus is the exact representation of God the 
Father. Jesus is an expression of the brightness of the Father’s glory. If you see Jesus, Hebrews 
1:3, you see the brightness of the Father’s glory in human form. It says that “He”—Jesus—“is 
the express image”—or the exact expression of the image of the personality—“of the Father.” 
Revelation 1:5: one of Jesus’ titles. He is called “the faithful witness;” and you might ask a 
witness of what? What is He: a faithful, perfect witness of what the Father is like.  
 
Now this is—has massive implications because we can understand the Father through the 
ministry of Jesus, but it is not just that we understand God, we are understanding the Father’s 
tenderness, and the Father’s personality, as He made it known in the person of Jesus. Now John 
14:8: “Philip said, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.’ Jesus said, “Have I been 
with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the 
Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?” Now that is a really accurate statement. I do 
not know that Philip understood the full implication.  
 
 
“SHOW US THE FATHER” (JOHN 14:7) 
Now, this should be one of your personal prayers. What I mean by that is over the years, 
something I have done—it has been very helpful—is I have had a personal prayer list in terms of 
the growth of my passion for Jesus and my own life in God. Not my prayer list for others or for 
revival. I have a list I have gone through over the years for others and for revival; but I have a 
personal prayer list. I use it even to this day though I have had this list for thirty years; if a 
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scripture strikes my heart, I write it in there; like some key prayers from the Song of Solomon, I 
write it in my journal there. I say to the Lord with that particular truth on a regular basis.  
 
Now this is one of the verses that you want to have on your personal prayer list: “Lord, show us 
the Father,” although you might say, “Holy Spirit, show us the Father, and it is sufficient. It is 
enough. It will satisfy my heart, if I know the Father.” Now if we know the Father, it is sufficient 
to lay a foundation for our personal lives in terms of emotional wholeness. One of the great 
needs today in terms of personal wholeness is to get a sufficient foundation of the revelation of 
the Father. Now understanding the Father does not make all of our problems go away 
emotionally, but it gives us a sufficient foundation to pursue other biblical principles to bring 
wholeness to our heart.  
 
Another sense of which it is sufficient is that if we understand the Father, we will understand the 
other doctrines of the Bible in an accurate way. It is sufficient. A foundation of understanding the 
Father gives us a sufficient grid to comprehend other major biblical doctrines. Now one of the 
main doctrines that we understand because we understand the Father is the subject of Jesus the 
Bridegroom God. Many people without really thinking much about it skip the idea of God as a 
Father, and they go right to the next idea, which is really built on the fatherhood foundation 
before we can understand Jesus as a passionate Bridegroom God. Now the problem is that if we 
pursue Jesus the Bridegroom before we have a foundational understanding of God as the tender 
Father, we end up with an eschewed revelation of Jesus, the Bridegroom God.  
 
THE FATHER HEART OF GOD IS FOUNDATIONAL TO THE BRIDAL PARADIGM 
One thing I have talked about over the years is the fact of God being a lover. I find some 
misunderstand that idea, so I need to be more careful with the use of that language because when 
I talk about God being a lover, I am talking about it in contrast to God being a worker. 
 
Like He works, I mean He is a worker. He shows His power, but the point of God being a lover 
is that He not only shows power as a worker, He also shows His desire as a lover. God is a lover, 
as well as a worker. Well this is the problem with using the language of God as a lover. 
 
I believe that is a biblical concept, but the language is tricky because people who do not have a 
revelation of the Father heart of God end up with the idea of Jesus as my boyfriend. Jesus the 
lover is not related to romance and Jesus as a boyfriend. Revelation 22:17: “He who overcomes 
shall inherit all things . . . and he shall be My son.” That is not who Jesus the lover is. Jesus, and 
God as a lover, is in contrast to being only a worker.  
 
I find that people approach the bridal paradigm with a boyfriend paradigm of Jesus. So instead of 
having their personal prayer time, they go on date night with Jesus. We do not want to sexualize 
in any way the bridal paradigm because it is not meant to do that at all. If we skip the Father 
foundation, we end up lacking a sufficient foundation for understanding Jesus as the Bridegroom 
God. We know that at the end of the age, in the generation the Lord’s returns, the whole Church 
will operate in a bridal paradigm. The Church will function in a bridal identity crying out for 
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Jesus to come; she will say, “the Spirit and the Church” in a bridal identity will cry, “Come” to 
Jesus. Beloved, foundational to the Church functioning in a bridal identity is the foundation of 
the Church knowing God as the Father. We know Him as Father before we know His Son as 
Bridegroom. When we know the Son as Bridegroom, we are not near as likely to misunderstand 
the lover paradigm, sexualize it, and end up with Jesus, the boyfriend, on date night. There is no 
sexual dimension to this.  
 
We are talking about the eternal God loving, cherishing our heart, and sharing His life with us. 
There is no sexual dimension to the bridal paradigm at all, and those who go in that direction: I 
want to say it clearly: it is a significant distraction and even a deception. It is not a biblical 
concept of our relationship to the Godhead; now that seems obvious to most of you, but to some 
who have lacked the fatherhood revelation that may not be that obvious. 
 
Well Philip said it right in John 14:8: “Lord, show us the Father.” That is a very important prayer 
to put on your personal prayer list. Maybe you say I do not have a personal prayer list. How do I 
start it? Well, start with that verse right there—John 14:8. Put “I”: “I want to know the Father.” 
Pray it every day. What will happen in the next couple of days is you will have the second 
prayer. You will add a third one and a fourth one. In a few weeks, you will have about five or 
ten. In a few months, you will have a page or two of personal prayers. There you are, up and 
running, going full steam ahead.  
 
When a verse strikes me at the heart level with something that I want from God, I put it on my 
personal prayer list. Well, they cannot all fit on a personal prayer list because it would be too 
long, but this is one that you want on it. Like I mentioned last night the idea that Song of 
Solomon 4:16: “Awake, o North wind, blow o South wind upon my garden that the spice or the 
presence of God would be released”—that is a prayer that you want to pray on a regular basis, 
even a daily basis. Well, it is prayers like that.  
 
So Jesus tells them; He makes this very dramatic statement. He says, “If you want to understand 
what the Father is like, study My teaching, study My miracle ministry, study My personality, and 
you will understand what the Father’s personality and the Father’s teaching is like.” 
 
For instance, you go through the Sermon on the Mount; in Matthew 5:44, Jesus taught us to bless 
our enemies. One reason we bless our enemies is because God blesses His enemies. He blesses 
His enemies. He gives them life. He gives them rain. He gives them the sunshine and many 
provisions of life though they are His enemies. When Jesus taught us to bless our enemies, He 
was actually revealing the Father’s personality to us. Now you can read through the whole 
Sermon on the Mount and understand what God the Father’s personality is like. That is one of 
the points that Jesus was making here in John 17:26: at the night before He would go to the 
cross, Jesus is praying to the Father. He sums up His entire three-and-a-half-year earthly 
ministry. He also prophesies about His future ministry. He says it in one sentence. He is talking 
to the Father. He says “Father”—speaking of the last three and a half years of His ministry—He 
says, “I have declared to the people Your name” (v. 26, paraphrased). Instead of the word name, 
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you could put the word personality. Whenever we talk about the name of God, we are talking 
about His personality.  
 
JESUS’ DECLARATION: GOD IS A FATHER 
Jesus said, “I declared to them Your name, and will declare it. When I raised the dead, healed the 
blind, or when I gave mercy to those who were in sin, I was revealing Your name to them. I was 
showing them what Your personality is like” (Jn. 17:26, paraphrased). Then He went on to say—
to prophesy about His future. Jesus says that He “will declare it” (Jn. 17:26). After the cross, 
Jesus is going to continue to be focused on declaring God’s name to the nations. Now how does 
He do that when He is raised from the dead at the right hand of the Father? Through the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit on the Church, He is proclaiming the Father’s name through you 
when He anoints you. Whether it is a worship song, a testimony, a sermon, an article that is 
written, or an email, you can proclaim what the Father is like. Well actually, the Lord Jesus is 
doing it through you by the anointing of the Holy Spirit.  
 
So for 2,000 years of church history, Jesus has been proclaiming in a very focused way what the 
Father is like to the Church as well as to the world. So if this is what Jesus is doing, surely it is 
what we want to be doing. We want to know the Father and make Him known. Now this 
prophecy of “I will declare Your name” does not stop after church history, 2,000 years or at the 
second coming of Christ. Jesus is going to continue to do this through the millennial kingdom for 
1,000 years. He will be declare to the nations what the Father is like. After the millennial 
kingdom in the new heaven and the new earth, Jesus will continue to declare forever what the 
Father is like. That is His delight. Now the reason I am making this known to you is that I 
wanted you to see the clarity and the simplicity of what Jesus’ focus in His earthly ministry and 
in His heavenly ministry— at the right hand of the Father through the Church.  
 
He wants to make the Father’s personality known not only to the Church, but to the nations of 
the world that they would become saved and be a part of the Body of Christ. The Father has 
many facets of His personality. As a matter of fact, in the Old and New Testament, there are over 
300 names of God. You know the Lord God Almighty, Holy God. There is a God who is a King. 
God is a Judge. There are many different names. A little over 300 names, which are facets of His 
personality; but what we understand is that out of the 300 names of God in the New Testament, 
the dominant revelation that Jesus makes is as God as Father, as He emphasizes His fatherhood. 
This is far above the greatest focus of Jesus when revealing the Father is the focus on the 
fatherhood of God. The reason we care about this is because when we study the Scripture, we are 
searching for the Father. We are asking the Spirit, as we search the Word. I want to know what 
He is like. We are praying the prayer of Philip here in John 14:8: “Show us the Father.” 
 
HOLY SPIRIT, SHOW US THE FATHER 
I might pray, “Holy Spirit, show me the Father in greater ways.” The other reason we care about 
this truth is we want to reveal the Father to the nations. We want to reveal the Father to the 
Church in our ministry, in our praying for one another, in our prophesying, and we want the 
Father to be made known to the heart of the people. Isaiah 9:6: “His name will be called 
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Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father.” From the very beginning, God the 
Father—God had a Father’s heart. It is not something that is new to God after the coming of 
Jesus. Then suddenly, He had the Father’s heart. It says in Isaiah 9:6: “His name will be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father.” We are talking about Jesus right now. 
 
It says in Isaiah 9:6: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given. His name”—that is the 
context—“is Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Jesus is 
called the everlasting Father not because we confuse Him with the person of the first person of 
the Trinity. But what this means is Jesus is the everlasting Father; it means that He has been 
forever expressing the Father’s personality. The Father is everlasting as a Father. Jesus forever 
gives expression to the Father’s personality. He is—the Father has been a Father from 
everlasting. It is not something new to His personhood.  
 
In Genesis 1:1, it says “In the beginning, God.” You know I have asked the question why did it 
not say, “in the beginning the Father?” I mean if He is the everlasting Father and if Jesus forever 
wants to express the everlasting Father—that dimension of the Father’s personality—why did it 
not say, “in the beginning the Father created the heavens and the earth?” I do not know the 
answer, the full answer. But I believe that one of the answers is that the Fatherhood revelation is 
so precious to God that though He gave hints of it through the Old Testament, the fatherhood 
revelation is so dear to Him, and so precious He wanted it declared and emphasized first by His 
dear Son Jesus. So through the Old Testament, though there are a few hints of the Father, the 
revelation of the Father is more fully emphasized when Jesus came on the scene in His humanity. 
Jesus as a man experienced what a man, a human would relate—how a human would relate to 
God as a Father. So He took His own experience as a man with flesh and blood.  
 
JESUS RELATES TO GOD AS HIS FATHER 
Jesus says, “Let Me tell you as a man, as a fellow human being that when I relate to God, I relate 
to Him primarily as a Father.” He declared the Father in His humanity rather than the prophets 
declaring the Father throughout the Old Testament era, except for just hints, because this 
revelation of the Father is so relevant to us as human beings. So this is such a powerful emphasis 
to the Father that He wanted His own Son to wait until He took on humanity. As a human on the 
earth that is the grand stage at which the Father revelation is made known in redemptive history, 
God wants us as human beings to know that relating to the Father is for human beings. It is 
made. I mean it is such a revelation that it is human friendly. It is for us to understand God in this 
way. 
 
JESUS PRAYED “OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN” (MATTHEW 6:9) 
Matthew 6:9: “In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.” 
Jesus said to pray in this manner: “Our Father who art in heaven.” Well, this is an amazing 
revelation. I mean I think of the angels around the throne of God when they declare their 
worship, they call God—they refer to God by titles of great respect. They say “Holy, holy, holy” 
is the Lord God Almighty. They say phrases like “who was, who is, who is to come.” They refer 
to God in titles of great respect. None of the angels have the right to call God Father. He is not 
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the Father of angels. He was only the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ. Only Jesus had the right to 
call Him Father. When Jesus died on the cross, rose from the dead and made a way for us, He 
opened wide the door for us to call the first person of the Trinity; we can call Him “Father” 
because of what Jesus did. He opened the way. I can just imagine what the angels thought when 
Jesus was teaching this to the apostles.  
 
CALLING THE HOLY ONE “FATHER” 
It was as if Jesus said, “Call the holy, holy God Almighty; call Him Father.” I can imagine the 
angels. It did not happen just this way; but just gasping and thinking, “How dare those human 
beings address the Holy, Holy God, Lord God Almighty as “Father” in the way Jesus does. See 
the angels, when they sinned, they were dismissed without any mercy. They were not sons of 
God in the way we understand. Angels serve God at a distance, at least emotionally. Some of 
them are near the throne of God in terms of proximity, but emotionally the angels never have 
access to God’s heart as a Father. When they sin, they are dismissed forever. There is no second 
chance for angels. But beloved, we do not serve God from a distance emotionally. It was as if 
Jesus said, “When you talk to the first person of the Trinity call Him Father. What a statement of 
privilege. What an awesome statement Jesus is making.” Again, I imagine the angels just 
overwhelmed by this declaration from the lips of Jesus. Beloved, when we sin, we are not 
dismissed. We do not worship Him at a distance emotionally. We are brought near the Father’s 
heart, and when we sin, He gives us tender mercy when we repent. Matthew 25:31-34: “When 
the Son of Man comes . . . He will sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered 
. . . The King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.’” Jesus is speaking here. He says 
that when the Son of Man comes in all of His glory, the second coming is the context. Jesus will 
sit upon the throne of His glory.  
 
BLESSED OF MY FATHER, INHERIT THE KINGDOM 
Most of you know that this will be in Jerusalem on the millennial earth. Jesus, His throne of 
glory will be literally on the earth in Jerusalem for 1,000 years and beyond. It will go beyond the 
1,000 years, but that is when His throne of glory first comes to the earth. All the nations of the 
earth will be gathered together to Jesus. Here: He is in His resurrected humanity. A Jewish man 
with a resurrected body who is fully God and fully man; all the nations are brought to Him—all 
the nations that survived the tribulation period. They are all brought to Him. There is a Jewish 
man on the throne who is going to shake up some of the nations right there when they find out 
that the great King of all the ages is a Jewish man. All the nations will be gathered, and the king 
will say to those on his right hand, “Come.” 
 
Look at the title or the name that Jesus gives the redeemed on the judgment day. It says in 
Matthew 25:31-34: “Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundations of the world.” Now this is an amazing choice that Jesus has made as the name 
that He will call us. This is not the only name He will call us, but on the last day, one of the ways 
Jesus will refer to you, He will call you blessed of My Father. God the Father has blessed us. We 
are God blessed forever and forever. We are under the blessing of God; Jesus will declare that 
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before all the nations of the earth. As the unbelievers are there present on that day, they will 
understand for the first time, as many of them will see the King. They accept Jesus, and they will 
live eternally as blessed of God forever. 
 
What a revelation that you are eternally blessed. You are under the blessing of the Father forever 
and ever. This is your destiny. This is your inheritance. Jesus is excited about this reality because 
we are His Bride. Jesus wants His Bride under the blessing of the Father. Of course, He 
understands that it will be on the judgment day; this is the name that Jesus gives His Bride the 
redeemed. Blessed of My Father—on the great day, we stand before Him face to face, and the 
nations will stand before Him face to face. Jesus says that the kingdom—He said, “You will 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundations of the world.”  
 
Now one of the key ideas about the revelation of the Father is the fact that the nations are 
prepared—that the kingdom I mean is prepared for us. The Father was actually thinking of you 
when He devised the whole plan of the kingdom on the earth. One of the key revelations of the 
Father, I mean one of the key foundations of the Father revelation is this: the Father is planning 
the future with you in mind. See this is one of the distinctions of the Father revelation. He is 
thinking of you in detail when He plans the future. That is what a good father does as an earthly 
father and a spiritual father. As an earthly father of two sons and spiritual father of many, one of 
my primary things I do is I think of the future of sons and daughters in a way where it could be 
better for them, how they can be blessed, have more honor, more liberty, more prosperity, and 
how they can soar in God.  
 
THE FATHER BLESSES US THAT WE MAY WALK IN OUR DESTINY 
A function of a spiritual father is thinking of the future and preparing ways for sons and 
daughters to enter into more because you have thought about it for them and with them in mind. 
Now some of you are spiritual fathers and mothers. You are twenty-five years old, but you have 
fifteen- and sixteen-year-olds who you discipline; you are already beginning to be a spiritual 
father, so do not wait until you are fifty before you buy into this. As a spiritual father, you are 
planning their future. I do not mean you are planning their future where you make the decisions, 
but you are thinking of their future and making plans to be a blessing to them. That is the nature 
of fatherhood.  
 
Well, the Father, in the most ultimate way, planned the eternal kingdom with our good in mind. I 
mean that is a massive fatherhood function. That is what you as future spiritual moms and dads, 
and some of you are current; again some of you in your twenties you are already functioning as a 
spiritual father and a spiritual mother. One of your goals, you are not thinking of ways to get the 
people younger than you, or the sons and daughters to serve you. You are thinking of ways to 
serve who they are. That is what a father does. A father plans ways to bring blessing to the sons 
and daughters. 
 
It’s as if Jesus says, “I want to tell you, My beloved Bride, you are blessed of My Father as My 
equally yoked Bride forever. I want to tell you something about the Father that you might not 
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know that forever or from the foundations of the earth.” I will say it the way He said it: The 
Father made plans with you in mind throughout this time. Now the devil comes along, and he 
tells us we are cursed of the Father. The devil comes along to tells us we are cursed by the 
Father, but you can quote this verse as a “It is written.” You know when the devil comes and lies 
to you; you do not just say—you know what a lot of people do, believers when the devil lies to 
them, they just kind of sulk. They do not say anything. They just say, “Uh. I am a creep. I am 
finished. I might as well give up and give in. It is over.” They do not even resist the devil. They 
just sulk.  
 
Someone says, “Hey, how are you doing?” 
 
We respond, “It is horrible.”  
 
“What are you doing listening to the devil’s evaluation of your life, and the devil’s esteem of 
your identity?” 
 
“I do not know. I just feel so bad today. I feel so shameful. I am such a creep. Nothing is 
working.” 
 
Well, do not go there. Do not glorify the devil’s accusations. Speak against it. Do not just say, 
“Devil, be gone.” I mean, that is better than nothing, but better is to say, “It is written. I am 
blessed of the Father forever. Devil, be gone.” 
 
Throw in the very words of Jesus; when the devil tells you that you are worthless, that it is not 
worth it anymore. You know, I hear people say this all the time through the years: “This is not 
worth it anymore.” 
 
I say, “Well, just so you know, your options are really bad.”  
 
If it is not worth it, what are you going to do? I say you can war with a weapon in your hand, or 
you can put your weapon down, you are still in the war. I said, “There is no option.” The options 
are really bad. 
 
Be attacked by the devil and fight back is option one. Be attacked by the devil and get just 
mowed over is option two. There are no good options. Throw that away—this whole thing is not 
worth it anymore. Throw that thing away. What you need to say is “it is written: I am blessed of 
the Father forever.” In fact, the Father planned the kingdom with me in mind from the foundation 
of the world, and He planned it for people like me. “Devil, be gone in the name of Jesus. I tell 
you, he will come right back and just say, “Oh, that is just silly.”  
 
Say “No. In the name of Jesus it is written.” Do to the Devil what Jesus did to the Devil in 
Matthew 4. He said, “It is written. It is written. It is written.” Do not just sulk, give up, and give 
in. Speak the Word to the enemy, and tell him to be gone. It says in James 4:7: “Resist the devil 
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and he will flee.” We resist him by rebuking him. We say no, and he will flee. Those accusing 
thoughts will flee, but they will return again. They must be resisted yet another time. That is 
James 4:7.  
 
JESUS CRIED TO THE FATHER IN THE GARDDEN OF GETHSEMANE 
In Mark 14:36, in the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus is in the greatest stress and the greatest 
pressure obviously of His entire life: “Abba, Father, all things are possible for You. Take this 
cup away from Me.” He prays this most intimate prayer before the Father. He calls Him Abba. 
This is the first time the word Abba is used related to God. 
 
Now the term Abba is a term of endearment. It is respectful, but it spoke of intimate affections 
with the Father’s heart. Abba means papa. It was a term that was commonly used in the streets 
by the children of Israel. It was a term used when the little girl would hop on her father’s lap and 
say, “Papa, Papa.” Or the little boy would with total confidence and vulnerability, with no 
thought of any harm in his heart, open up: “Abba.” The term Abba was very well known in that 
day. Now Peter, James, and John are the ones closest to Jesus when He is kneeling down. The 
others are at a distance. He is sweating drops of blood. He is under so much pressure that He 
cries out “Abba, Papa, I need You to help Me”—is in essence what He is crying out. Jesus opens 
up with this one phrase, which gives us insight to the way He related to the Father when He was 
on the earth. He shows us under the greatest stress and pressure how He related to God. It gives 
us a model of how we relate to God in times of stress, in times of difficulty. 
 
The term Abba gives us the assurance of God’s affection, and the assurance of God’s 
attentiveness when we say Abba. When Jesus said Abba what He was saying is “I know, You are 
watching Me right now. I know that You know what I am going through.” 
 
FINDING STRENGTH IN OUR ABBA FATHER 
Beloved, when the little five-year old boy and girl knows papa is watching, and papa understands 
what they are feeling, and that papa has power, he is present then; they say, “things are 
ultimately going to be alright.” It is a source of great strength to understand the Abba revelation. 
The Father will be involved. He understands what we are going through. It will turn out alright. 
This is—these are ideas related to the term Abba. Jesus found strength. He found endurance in 
the Abba embrace. What I mean by the Abba embrace—His Spirit came down and physically 
embraced Him? That is not what I am saying. The truth is that God understands what I am going 
through. The truth that God is watching with attentive care; I mean He is not just observing. 
With attentive care, He is watching; He knows what I am feeling. He cares about what I am 
feeling. He is going to intervene. Beloved, that is what I call the Father’s embrace. 
 
Now some of the great stress in our lives is times of sin or great failure; it is not just times of 
danger, or a time when we are being threatened, and something that is dear to us being removed. 
Many times, the great crisis is just the very crisis of failure in sin. Beloved, we can know with 
certainty; we say, “Abba, I hate what I did.” We can know that He knows our heart. He feels our 
heart. He is watching. He is tender in His observation. He will intervene with mercy. You can be 
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sure Abba will do this. So it is not just the crisis of a circumstance that is threatening. It is also 
the crisis of our own failure. Abba is there to embrace us by communicating how He feels. The 
fact that He knows what we feel, and that He will intervene. 
 
THE SPIRIT OF ADOPTION 
We know that things will be OK. Romans 8:15: Paul speaks about the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit. He said in Romans 8:15, “You received the spirit of adoption.” Now, that is the Holy—
that is a title for the Holy Spirit— the spirit of adoption. It is by the spirit of adoption, which is 
the Holy Spirit. You could put the Holy Spirit in that phrase. It is by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we cry out under the anointing, inspiration, and revelation of the Holy Spirit; we cry out to God 
“Abba.”  
 
We cannot know Him. We cannot know Him in the intimate way of Abba with confidence 
without the Holy Spirit’s help, but, beloved, it is our destiny to be able to call out to the Father. 
Not just Mighty God. We want to be able to say that because the fear of the Lord and His 
majesty, it is clean. We want to know God as the Holy, Holy One who is the Lord God 
Almighty, but we also by the Holy Spirit want to know Him as Abba. Jesus was the only One 
who knew God as Abba until He came, the cross, and the resurrection. He opened wide the door. 
Hebrews 10:19-21: “Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of 
Jesus, by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, 
and having a High Priest over the house of God.” He opened a new and a living way to God’s 
heart. Part of that new and living way, Hebrews 10:19-21, was that we could have confidence. 
 
We could feel the warm tender emotions of the Father. We could receive His tender mercy in 
confidence, and we could say “Abba.” We could have certainty that things are going to be all 
right. What an awesome revelation—the Abba revelation.  
 
Now the Holy Spirit is called the spirit of adoption because He is convincing us that we will not 
be left as an orphan. Jesus said that in John 14:18, that we would not be left as an orphan. What 
is an orphan? In this context Jesus is saying an orphan is a young one who looks at their future, 
and there is nobody standing in the gap for them, planning their future, helping them with their 
future. I mean, the little five-year-old orphan is by himself or herself. They look at the future, 
and they are terrified. There is no certainty of provision. No certainty of direction. No certainty 
of protection. There is no certainty that they will not be left in isolation. There is no knowledge 
that there will be intimacy. The new orphan—there are so many orphans around the earth today, 
and they are traumatized. One of the reasons they are traumatized is they are looking at the future 
with no confidence about the future at all. Who will protect me? Who will provide for me? Who 
will help direct me? Who will be my friend? Who will be near me? An orphan has no certainty 
of that. Jesus said in John 14:18: “I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.” The spirit of 
adoption will come.  
 
The Holy Spirit will cause you to connect with the Father’s heart. You will have certainty though 
you do not know what is in the future. You know the one who holds the future. You will have no 
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knowledge of tomorrow in many situations. I mean we have prophetic insight, some here and 
there as the Holy Spirit gives it to different ones, but so much of the future we do not know; but 
by the spirit of adoption, by the Holy Spirit, we can have certainty that tomorrow, there will be 
protection. There will be direction. There will be provision. There will be forgiveness. There will 
be close intimate partnership with God. We will not be left alone. We do not have to worry about 
our future because we have a Father, but the Holy Spirit cries in us Abba, which means I am sure 
about my future in Your hands. What an awesome reality. Many believers do not have this Abba 
cry operating in their life. It is something they do not feed their spirit. They do not ask the Holy 
Spirit for this. They have maybe it is; there is a faint cry, but if they would give themselves to the 
meditation of the Word on this, we would have so much confidence about our future and even 
the smile of God on us even now in the present tense under the revelation of Abba Father. 
 
THE PRODIGAL SON: A FATHER WINS HIS SON BACK 
Luke 15:11-24: I want to look just very briefly at a couple quick points on the parable of the 
prodigal son. Most of you know this parable, but this parable of the prodigal son, Jesus is 
revealing what the Father is like. I am just going to take a minute on this, and we will end with 
this. In Luke 15:11, Jesus is talking about what the Father is like. Just so you approach this 
prodigal in the right way, often the prodigal son parable is taught as a—the lesson is a son who 
lost his inheritance. That is a true message, a son who lost his inheritance, and how he regained 
it. But the true message of the prodigal son is a father who lost a son. That is the message and 
how the father regained his son back. Jesus is telling the people of Israel in the presence of the 
Pharisees, and the Pharisees do not like this teaching. They think Jesus is promoting carelessness 
and compromise of presenting a tender God like this. They did not like this representation of the 
holy God. Jesus was talking not only to individuals, He was talking to the whole nation of Israel 
in whom God the Father was loosing His inheritance in them, but He would recover it; He would 
restore them.  
 
The prodigal son parable is an excellent teaching on the subject of God’s purpose for the nation 
of Israel. Surely that was in His mind when He was speaking this to the people of Israel who 
were a nation: how God recovers even a nation. But let’s look at it in the individual application. 
Luke 15:11-12: “Jesus continued: ‘There was a man who had two sons.’ The younger one said to 
his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.” 
Luke 15:12: The younger son says, “Hey, father I want the money. I want the portion of the 
goods that falls to me” (paraphrased). 
 
Now that is really a bad request. He is not asking for a loan. It’s as if he is saying, “Hey Dad, I 
am running a little short this week; can you give me some money?” No. He is saying this. It is 
not a farm; it is a ranch. I mean it is massive. He is saying, “Father, this thing is worth millions. I 
do not get it until you die. You look healthy. I cannot wait. I want my money right now. I do not 
want to work with you. I do not want partnership with you. I want the money. It would be helpful 
if you died, but it does not look like that is going to be happening in the near future.” I mean, 
beloved, Luke 15:12 was a scandalous request: “I do not want to work with you on the farm. I 
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need the money now. I cannot wait until you die” (paraphrased). I mean, what an offense. 
Particularly in the ancient culture, that was such an offense. That is offense number one.  
 
Offense number two is Luke 15:13. He wasted all the money. He blew it all. All that his family 
had worked for—he got a sizable portion of it; through all the generations, they accumulated 
wealth, but he spent it all and wasted it. That is offense number two.  
 
Luke 15:17: he comes to himself, which means that he repents. Luke 15:18: It’s as if he says, 
“Hey!” Because he is starving, the prodigal son says, “I am going to go back to my father and 
say, ‘Father, I have sinned and have no money. I am starving to death. There is a famine in the 
land’” (vv. 17-18, paraphrased). Luke 15:19: It is as if the prodigal son says, “I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son. Give me six dollars an hour. Give me the backside of the ranch. 
You do not ever have to see me” (paraphrased). This son does not know the heart of his father, 
just like Israel did not know the heart of the father. Like many believers do not know the heart of 
the Father and when they blow it, they have done these scandalous acts of sin. 
 
I mean in Luke 15:12-13—it is horrible what this son did to the father, but the son did not know 
the heart of the father anymore than Israel knew the heart of the Father. Beloved, today we need 
to understand the heart of the Father, because after the son repented in Luke 15:19, the prodigal 
son basically said, “Put me on probation; put me on the backside of the farm, and give me 
minimum wage. I will sleep outside.” Now that is how a lot of people are when they repent for 
their sins. Believers come before God, “God, if You forgive me, this one more time, I will never 
ask this one again. I will never ask for a hard request, as though there are hard requests before 
God. Here is what I will do: I will not bother You anymore. I am unworthy.” The only reason we 
pray that way is because we do not know the heart of the Father. That is what Jesus is revealing. 
 
Luke 15:20: Then “he arose and came to his father.” Beloved, we need to arise and come to our 
Father day after day after day. We need to arise from our failures and come to our Father. But we 
do not look at the father this prodigal son was imagining. The Father who Jesus is revealing is 
the One we come to. Day after day, we rise out of our sin and we repent, we come not with an 
unworthy type of presentation. We come with our hearts open in the confidence that the Father is 
who He said He is, and He is tender. When the father saw the son still a great way off—the 
father saw him. The son was still several hundred yards off, and the father is waiting. I just 
picture him on the porch; he sees this man walking up kind of over the horizon, but he knows the 
way his son walks.  
 
It’s as if the father says, “No, that cannot be him! Oh, that is him. I knew he would come to his 
senses some day. I can tell that is him. When he is still so far away, we cannot quite—we just see 
his walk.” The father felt compassion; the Father feels compassion toward you. The father got up 
and ran to the son. Beloved, in the ancient culture, the father would have sat down on the chair, 
the son would have come; he would have knelt down. His penitence—he has been in shame for a 
while. He has been on probation; the father would have looked and finally said, “OK, absolved 
of all your guilt.” 
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It is unthinkable that a father with this kind of dignity and wealth gets up off his chair and runs 
out to meet him. Beloved, if you will go one step, He will go ten steps. The father runs—the 
running heart of God. The father fell on his neck and kissed him. The son starts his whole 
paradigm of unworthiness. He says, “I have sinned. I am guilty” (v. 21, paraphrased) which is 
right. He should have said that, but he goes to the next part. He goes to the next part of the 
confession: “I am not worthy. Just kick me out of the family” (v. 21, paraphrased). 
 
The father interrupts him and he says, “No. Bring the best robe, the ring, the sandals, the fatted 
cow, and everything” (vv. 22-23, paraphrased). At the end of Luke 15:23: “let us eat.” Here is 
the revelation: let us be merry. The father says, “I am glad. Today I am glad. My heart is glad. I 
mean the son has not done any fruit of repentance.” He has only confessed his repentance. He 
has not had a time to get cleaned up, yet the father is already happy and merry. He says it again 
in Luke 15:24. Beloved, the Father wants us to understand His heart. Jesus wants to reveal the 
Father to us. I believe that as we go forward in IHOP–KC, we are pursuing the Bridegroom God 
with the foundation of the Father heart of God. We have a sufficient foundation for wholeness 
and healing in our emotions. We have a sufficient foundation to understand the Bible in a right 
way with the Father heart foundation. We have a sufficient foundation for our hearts to be 
satisfied. Amen. Let’s stand.  
 


