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Session 16 The Beauty of God’s Mind 
 
INTRODUCTION 
We’re going to be talking about the beauty of God’s mind. Our focus is Psalm 139 but we’re going to start in 
Psalm 142. First I want to a phrase that we looked at last week. If you look at the top of Psalm 142, it says, “A 
prayer when he”—David—“was in the cave”—the cave of Adullam. David said in Psalm 142:3, “When my 
spirit was overwhelmed within me, then You knew my path. You knew the way in which I walk” (Ps. 142:3, 
paraphrased). That’s the key phrase. That was one of the foundational truths that began David’s recovery from 
depression in the cave of Adullam.  
 
We know from Psalm 52, which was written at the same time of David’s life, that it was the mercy of the Lord, 
the goodness of God, His mercy, that David claimed. Then he goes right from that to this understanding that 
God knew his path: that God knew the way in which he was walking. It’s the understanding, the confidence that 
David had in the fact that God knew and understood and had a plan, a master plan. What David was saying is, 
“This doesn’t surprise You, God. This is a part of a big picture. There’s a master plan that You’re orchestrating 
with delight and joy in my life.” That’s what he’s saying when he says, “God, You know my path. You know 
the way in which I walk.” It’s more than just, “You just know the difficulty in the present tense.” “You know 
the big picture. You know where I’m going years from now. You know my inward chemistry, my personality, 
my emotional mix, my gift mix in terms of all the skills and abilities I have in relationship to people. Lord, You 
know my way. You have control and You have a big picture. I fit into it and that helps me recover from my 
overwhelmed state of depression.” 
 
DAVID’S CONFIDENCE IN GOD’S UNDERSTANDING IS WHAT CALMED HIS HEART 
Let’s go to Psalm 138 on the way to Psalm 139. Many of the commentaries believe Psalm 138 and Psalm 139 
go together, and they certainly look like they do when you study them. Psalm 138 and Psalm 139 go together, I 
believe, in much the same way that Psalm 142 and Psalm 143 go together. It’s my theory—no one can know 
this, but my theory is that David is writing this at this time of his life. He uses some of the very language that he 
uses in the other psalms associated with the Adullam years. Some of the exact language is here communicated. 
It’s this issue of David connecting with the idea there was a big picture that God saw and understood. David’s 
confidence in God’s understanding is what calmed his heart. He said, “Lord, there’s a big picture. It all adds up. 
It’s going somewhere. Pain today matters tomorrow. There won’t be too much pain or too little. It’s carefully 
orchestrated. You’re attending to it with such care.”  
 
That’s what he’s saying here. When that connects with our hearts, we really relax on the inside and say, “hey, 
something good is happening here.” 
 
“I will praise You with my whole heart” (Ps. 138:1). There’s wholeheartedness. This is the wholeheartedness of 
the psalm we looked at in the last session, where David said, “I will freely offer praise.” It’s that spirit of 
wholeheartedness. Look at Psalm 138:3: “In the day when I cried out, You answered me, and made me bold 
with strength in my soul” (Ps. 138:3). We know that David is writing these psalms in a time when he’s really 
under great duress. He’s in a time where the boldness in his soul is in question. It’s a time of trouble. I place that 
at the very season we’re studying in his life right now, a season where God answers him when he wrestles in 
prayer, but boldness strengthens him instead of timidity, fear, and shame, which really undermined him in the 
Adullam years. 
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“THOUGH THE LORD IS ON HIGH, YET HE REGARDS THE LOWLY” 
David says in Psalm 138:5, “Yes, they shall sing in the ways of the Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord. 
Though the Lord is on high, yet He regards the lowly; but the proud He knows from afar” (Ps. 138:5-6). That’s 
the idea. He says, “Though You’re on high, You’re regarding me in my lowly situation.” That’s what Psalm 139 
is all about. 
 
Then he goes on, “You will revive me” (Ps. 138:7). It’s that same need to be revived that is expressed in Psalm 
142 and 143. It’s the same language as that psalm we looked at last week. He says in Psalm 138:8, “The Lord 
will perfect that which concerns me” (Ps. 138:8). Here it is; here’s the big picture. “There’s a big picture, and 
the Lord will complete it,” is what it says in the margin. “The Lord will finish the vast portrait that He’s 
painting of my life. He will finish it. He won’t leave it unfinished.” 
 
GOD WILL MAKE SENSE OF AND PERFECT THE STRUGGLES OF TODAY 
He goes right from this confidence that there’s a big picture, a master plan to which God is attending with great 
care, into Psalm 139, which talks about God’s knowledge of the intimate issues of David’s life. It was the 
knowledge of God’s involvement and the knowledge of the big picture that, again, gave David some of his first 
steps of recovery out of the despair of Psalm 142:3. God is going to perfect David’s life and He’s going to 
perfect your life. He’s going to make sense out of today’s struggle. It will make sense tomorrow. This is the 
truth to which David connected. 
 
GOD’S KNOWLEDGE OF THE INTIMATE ISSUES OF DAVID’S LIFE 
There are four sections of Psalm 139. Like I’ve said on several of the other psalms, this is considered 
historically as one of the great psalms. It’s one of those top psalms studied throughout history. It’s one of the 
grand psalms, Psalm 139. Undoubtedly, most of you are familiar with it. We’re just going to look at it briefly, 
with the intention of getting you a little more aware of it so that you’ll go and study it. Again, studying it is 
really important, but until it gets into your prayer language and into your dialogue with God, these passages 
really won’t help you. They’re just interesting. It’s like looking at a menu when you only hear the Word 
preached. If you don’t take it, eat it, and digest it, and if it doesn’t get into your language or dialogue with God, 
then these truths are just interesting menu items at best. That’s my challenge to you.  
 
There are four sections of Psalm 139. Psalm 139:1-6 I’m tempted to say is my favorite, but I don’t know. I love 
it all; it’s all great. In Psalm 139:1-6, David talks about God’s omniscience: His “all-knowing.” God knows 
everything; that’s what omniscience means. Omni- means all and science means knowledge; omniscience. In 
these verses David is magnifying God’s omniscience. 
 
In Psalm 139:7-12, he turns to His omnipresence. It’s the same word omni-:  all: all-presence, His 
omnipresence. He’s everywhere. That’s what Psalm 139:7-12 is about: it’s the omnipresence of God. Psalm 
139:13-18 is His omnipotence: His all-power, omnipotence.   
 
DAVID’S ZEAL FOR GOD TO DISPLAY HIS ETERNALLY RIGHTEOUS HEART 
Then, finally, in Psalm 139:19-24, he turns it into prayer. It’s a pretty tough prayer. David really goes after God 
about destroying the wicked throughout the book of Psalms. What he’s really saying is, “Destroy everything 
that destroys righteousness.” That’s what he’s saying at the end of the day: “In time and eternity, remove 
everything that hinders Your righteous purpose.” That’s the strength of David’s heart. It’s not personal 
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vengeance; it’s David’s zeal that the righteousness of God would be unhindered and every hindrance would be 
removed. In this last part David wants God to defeat all the enemies of God. He wants everything that stands in 
enmity with God to be removed. That’s all of the enemies within him—sin—and all of the enemies outside 
him—the wicked. Whether people or demons, he wants all the enemies of God, within and without, to be 
destroyed. He’s praying that the enemies within him, sin, would be dealt with. He wants everything that 
opposes the will of God to be removed. 
 
DAVID’S REVELATION OF GOD’S OMNISCIENCE 
Let’s look at Psalm 139:1-6. We’ll probably put more time in Psalm 139:1-6 than the other ones. It’s David’s 
revelation of God’s omniscience. He says, “O Lord, You have searched me and known me” (Ps. 139:1). What a 
phrase. It’s interesting language, because God doesn’t actually search anything. To search something implies 
that God lacks knowledge that He has to exert energy to attain. He’s using human language. He’s really saying 
in essence, “You have known the absolute innermost parts of my being.” To say, “You have searched me and 
have known me,” means, “You have thoroughly acquainted Yourself with every single thing that deals with me 
as a person. You know me intimately. You have full knowledge of who I am.” There’s never anything that God 
has to search out to know; that’s only human language poetically describing the activity of God. There’s never a 
moment in time or eternity that God needs to search out or discover. He already knows it. There’s not a subject 
and there’s not a person that He’s not one 100 percent acquainted with. He’s acquainted with it in such an 
effortless way. This is really a source of strength in David’s life. It’s the ease with which God knows every 
thing perfectly well to the very essence of its being. 
 
EVERY PART OF US IS KNOWN, AND YET WE ARE FULLY CHERISHED 
In Psalm 17:3, David conveys the same idea: “You have examined me. You have knowledge of the secret 
corners of my being” (Ps. 17:3, paraphrased). To know that you’re that known, and yet still cherished, is a very 
powerful reality. The unbeliever is afraid that God knows everything. Unbelievers don’t like the idea of God’s 
omniscience: for if God knows everything, then they’re in trouble. They imagine that they’re getting away with 
things. But to the believer who understands the doctrine of grace, God’s omniscience is the greater source of 
delight. We tend to say, “Oh no, He knows!”  
 
God says, “I know the cry of your heart. I know the longing in your heart to be Mine.”  
 
“Oh, I always thought all You knew was the bad stuff.” 
 
He says, “No. I see every longing, every motion of your heart towards Me. I see it.”  
 
HE REWARDS, ESTEEMS, AND DEFINES US ACCORDING TO OUR LONGINGS 
As a matter of fact, God rewards us and even defines us based, not just on our attainments, but on the 
movements of our heart towards Him. He has such thorough knowledge. For a believer, we have redemption in 
our failures because we come with a whole heart of repentance, and we don’t want to walk in our failures. The 
Lord forgives us, but our longings He rewards; He rewards, esteems, and defines us according to our longings. 
The omniscience of God is a very powerful reality, that He knows us thoroughly and He cherishes us. That’s an 
emotional dimension of God’s omniscience. We feel cherished, and God knows every broken part of us and 
likes us. Wow. The war is over. He knows it all and He likes us.  
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INSIGHT FROM GOD ABOUT GOD IS WHAT THRILLS OUR HEARTS 
But it’s more than just the fact that He knows us and likes us: He knows everything and there’s a big picture 
that we’re a part of. He knows every way of how to get us to fulfill the big picture. From the big picture, there’s 
no obstacle that can keep us from being perfected. That’s a very, very comforting thought. David starts off the 
psalm with adoration: “O Lord” (Ps. 139:1). He’s coming right off of Psalm 138: “Lord, You’re on high; You 
have regard for the lowly” (Ps. 138:6, paraphrased). “You will revive me” (v. 7, NKJV). “You will perfect me” 
(v. 8, paraphrased). “O Lord…” He’s breaking forth in adoration.  
 
I love it: he says, “You have.” You can just say the four words: “O Lord, You have…” Insight from God about 
God is what thrills our hearts. “O God, You have…” and you can fill in the blank with any of the attributes of 
God. The essence of worship is when God gives you insight about God that comes from God. “O Lord, I love 
You. I love You. You have…” and he begins to describe the omniscience of God, but adoration is based on the 
revelation of God’s name, or His attributes. This is just one attribute: it’s the beauty of God’s mind, His 
omniscience. That’s really the essence of worship, when we tell God what He tells us about Himself. It fills our 
hearts with adoration, awe, and wonder.  
 
“O LORD, YOU HAVE SEARCHED ME AND KNOWN ME” 
I like what he says in verse 1: “O Lord, You have searched me and known me” (Ps. 139:1). He makes it 
personal. Throughout Psalm 139, it’s all personal. It’s not just doctrine about how things are; it’s all really 
personal. I challenge you to take your name, wherever David says, “I,” and put it in his place. This is an 
intensely personal psalm. When you know that God knows everything about you and likes you, and you know 
that God knows everything about the obstacles in the present and the future, and that He promises you’re going 
to win, then something goes off inside that’s really powerful. You say, “Hey, it’s not so bad after all, is it?” This 
is what began David’s recovery in the Adullam years.  
 
“YOU KNOW MY SITTING DOWN AND MY RISING UP” 
He goes on and begins to map out or outline the arenas of life. For instance, “You know my sitting down and 
my rising up” (Ps. 139:2). “He knows when I sit down to rest. You know when I rise up to act. You know when 
I’m resting and You know when I’m acting. You know when I sit and You know when I arise.” “You know my 
outward life,” is what he’s saying: “both dimensions of my outward life, the resting and the activity.”  
 
But it goes beyond that. God doesn’t just know when you sit and when you rise; He also knows your thoughts 
from far off (Ps. 139:2b). What a powerful sentence, and it’s very personal. It’s not, “You understand the 
thoughts of people.” He says, “You know my thoughts, God, from far off.” This is his inner life. He doesn’t just 
know your outer life: when you arise, when you rest, when you act, and when you cease acting. He knows your 
thoughts from afar off, and this is a very powerful reality. He knows the motions of your heart, the motions of 
your mind before the thought is ever formed; even when it’s only a seed, He knows what it will become. As it’s 
germinating, He knows what it will be when it’s fully thought through. When you talk, you say, “Ah, let me 
think… ah, it’s right there…” 
 
The Lord says, “I already know what you’re going to say. Not just in the next four or five minutes, but what 
you’re going to say in the next billion years. When the thought is still far off, and when it’s barely germinating 
in your soul, I know the establishing of the thought. I know the development of it. I know the outcome of that 
thought on your life and everyone’s life around you.” 
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David says, “God, this is staggering. I feel safe. You like me and You know my thoughts? You promise that I 
will enter into the fullness of Your plan and that You really will perfect my life?” 
 
God says, “Yes.”  
 
Isn’t that something? God never misinterprets anything. He understands our thoughts while we’re grappling 
with them, while we’re forming them, while we don’t even know three or four levels of the complexity of the 
mode of your thinking in a particular situation. “Well, maybe this or that will change it…” He knows all of it. 
All the complexity of every thought that you have thought, He fully interprets, and He interprets them well.  
 
David felt that. Before they even took shape, He knew them (Ps. 139:2, paraphrased). In other words, he’s 
saying, “My actions, my thoughts, my outer life and inner life, from morning to night, every single insignificant 
event, from acting to thinking, You already know it.”  
 
“YOU COMPREHEND MY PATH AND MY LYING DOWN” 
Then in Psalm 139:3, he’s going to stay on the same concept. “You comprehend my path and my lying down” 
(Ps. 139:3, paraphrased). There we have the path again, the activities. The lying down is, again, the resting. It’s 
the same thought as Psalm 139:2—arising and sitting. He says, “You know the path. You know when I rest and 
You know when I act—the passive and the active dimensions of my life. When I’m running and when I’m 
sleeping, when I’m acting and when I’m waiting in passivity for things to be done on my behalf, you know 
everything happening in me.” He says, “You comprehend it.” 
 
It’s interesting: in the margin of the NKJV, we read, “You winnow it.” That’s what the Hebrew word is, 
literally: it’s alluding to how they would thresh the wheat and winnow it. They would go to a piece of land that 
had a bit of elevation, like a hill, and they would take the wheat and beat it. They would thresh it; they would 
beat it so that it could be separated, the good from the bad. Then they would take the wheat and throw it up in 
the air, gently. And because they were on a hilltop, given that the wheat was heavier and the chaff lighter, when 
the wind would come, it blew the chaff away. Then the wheat would land and you would have a nice, good 
stack of wheat; and then you would bundle it all together and make sheaves. To winnow the wheat means to 
throw it up and sift it, the wheat from the tares, the chaff, or the fake stuff, from the good stuff. The wind blows 
it away. 
 
So David is saying, “You sift through my path and my resting, my running and my sleeping. You sift through 
and know what’s good and what’s bad. You know what’s lasting and what’s not lasting, what’s reality and 
what’s just fantasy. You can sift through it all. You winnow. You comprehend thoroughly when I run”—that’s 
“my path”—and when I rest or sleep—“my lying down.”  
 
HE IS ACQUAINTED WITH ALL OUR WAYS AND PERFECTS THAT WHICH CONCERNS US 
He says in a more general way at the end of Psalm 139:3, “You comprehend all my ways” (Ps. 139:3, 
paraphrased). “Body, soul, spirit; mind, emotion, and will, You know me thoroughly, O God. You know me 
thoroughly.” 
 
You say, “Of course He does.” But it’s one thing to know that on a true-and-false test; it’s another thing to let it 
touch your soul. David says at the end of Psalm 139:14, “These things my soul knows very well” (Ps. 139:14, 
paraphrased). “I’ve been brought into a living understanding of the intimate knowledge You have. That means 
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You like me, because You see the motions of my heart towards You, and You have forgiven me for my error. 
You’re going to perfect that which concerns me.” What a powerful reality.  
 
“THERE IS NOT A WORD ON MY TONGUE BUT BEHOLD … YOU KNOW IT ALTOGETHER” 
David has written about his thoughts and his acts, and now in Psalm 139:4 he’s going to talk about his words. 
Thoughts, words, and deeds: Psalm 139:2, 3, and 4; and now he’s going to talk about his words. “There is not a 
word on my tongue but behold, O Lord, You know it altogether” (Ps. 139:4). It’s the same thing. Before the 
words are fully formed, God knows them. He knows the motivation of the words.  
 
Look at the phrase, “You know it altogether.” He knows the reason it’s spoken. He knows if it will bear fruit. 
He knows if it’s a lie. He knows if it’s well-intended but misunderstood. He knows if it’s misspoken but still 
well-intended. You walk away and say, “They didn’t understand me. I didn’t say it right.”  
 
The Lord says, “I understood you. I understand more deeply than you understand. I like you.” 
 
Isn’t it something that someone knows your words altogether: every level of meaning, the truth, the wisdom, the 
motive, and the intention? He knows when you get in a jam and you blow it, and then later you cry out to God, 
and He truly believes you. He knows when you have repented. I like that word altogether.  
 
Here it is; here’s the beginning. Here’s that phrase we just looked at: “Behold, O Lord” (Ps. 139:4b). “Behold, 
O Lord.” There it is. It’s like in the last session: David breaks out and says, “Behold, O God.” Suddenly the 
revelation of God is before him. It’s the same language. He’s wrestling with the Lord in Psalm 138 in prayer. In 
Psalm 139, the breakthrough comes, just like in the last session. It’s like what we looked at in Psalm 54:4, when 
David wrestled in prayer and said, “Behold, God is my helper” (Ps. 54:4). Here it is again: “Behold, O God.” 
It’s what Isaiah said in Isaiah 40:3; this is what the forerunner is supposed to proclaim: “Behold, your God” (Is. 
40:9)! It’s bringing people into interaction and living understanding of God. When the knowledge of God 
awakens in the soul, then everything begins to look different.  
 
ONLY THE MOTIONS OF YOUR HEART TOWARDS GOD ARE REMEMBERED 
David says in Psalm 139:5, “You have hedged me behind and before” (Ps. 139:5). There’s the hedging. The 
margin says, “You have surrounded me.” David is aware that he’s surrounded by the presence of God 
everywhere. God’s knowledge and God’s presence surrounds him. God’s presence is behind him in his past, 
and it’s before him in his future. When the unbeliever looks back, all of their sins are recorded. God is behind 
them recording everything they’ve done. They will give an account. When the believer looks back, they’re all 
forgiven. Their sins are erased. Only the motions of your heart towards God are remembered. That’s an 
incredible reality. He says, “When I look back, behold, You’re behind me, but You’re also in front of me. 
You’re behind me forgiving me and rewarding me: forgiving me for error and rewarding me for good. You’re 
in front of me providing and guiding. It’s mysterious how You do this, but when I looked back, You always 
guided and provided for me when my heart was towards You.”  
 
GOD IS SETTING THINGS INTO MOTION THAT WILL TOUCH YOUR LIFE FOR GOOD 
As surely as God has guided you years ago, He’s guiding you right now for the future. He’s in front of you. 
He’s many steps ahead of you, guiding and providing. He’s setting things into motion that will come around and 
touch your life for good. There are things being set into motion in people’s thoughts, words, and deeds that 
they’re not even aware of, things will come back and serve the purpose of God in your life. God has this 
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fantastic tapestry of events that He orchestrates worldwide. There are people who don’t know you and you don’t 
know them, but what they’re doing now will end up serving the purpose of God in your life a week, a month, or 
a year from now. They don’t have any way of knowing it; the Lord orchestrates it all. There are no accidents. 
You can’t escape the Lord. Some people want to turn back and go backwards; but the Lord is there. The Lord 
will confront us there and discipline to recover us. Some people want to get ahead of the Lord. You can’t outrun 
or outsmart Him; He’s ahead of you. He’s already standing in the path. He’s behind and He’s in front of us. We 
can’t escape Him; we can’t outrun Him. We can’t get away from Him. The unbeliever will meet Him in 
judgment, and the believer will meet Him in discipline and reward. Any way we go, He’s there to train us and to 
bring us into goodness. David says, “I give up. I just want to do it Your way.” 
 
“YOU HAVE HEDGED ME BEHIND AND BEFORE, AND LAID YOUR HAND UPON ME” 
Is it a distant presence? No. David says here, “You have hedged me behind and before, and laid Your hand 
upon me” (Ps. 139:5). It’s an intimate presence. There’s an embrace. He says, “Your hand is embracing me.” It 
doesn’t have the word embrace but it’s upholding with affection as well as restraining us with discipline. The 
hand of God is that which releases affection and that which releases restraint in discipline. David says, “I know 
You’re in front of me and I know You’re behind me. You’re preparing the way. You’re providing and guiding. 
You’re rewarding and forgiving. In the midst of this, Your hand is touching me right now. You’re stopping me 
from things and I don’t even know why You’re stopping me. You’re loving me in ways I’m not sure how I 
could ever deserve. I feel loved and I feel restrained. I feel that Your hand is upon me right now.” That’s a 
powerful reality. These are massive subjects. 
 
Again, in Psalm 139:14, David says, “My soul knows these things very well” (Ps. 139:14, paraphrased). He 
breaks out in Psalm 139:6 in worship. He says, “Such knowledge is too wonderful for me” (Ps. 139:6). “My 
God, this is an amazing thing. This is an amazing thing.” 
 
SIXTEEN-YEAR-OLD MIKE AND HIS FRIENDS ENCOUNTER THE REALITY OF GOD 
I remember the time when it dawned on me how wonderful this was. This is a strange story, but I remember 
when I was sixteen years old. I had only known the Lord for about three weeks. I came straight back from 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes camp, and I was on fire for the Lord, and I was telling all my high school 
buddies. It was summer, and we were practicing for football. I said, “It’s real. This stuff is real!” 
 
They said, “Yes, yes.”  
 
I said, “No, no, really! It’s real. God is invisible, but He does things if you ask Him.”  
 
They said, “No.”  
 
I said, “Yes, He does!”  
 
We were walking down the street, hitchhiking from practice. My friend said, “OK, I’m thirsty. I’m dying of 
thirst. Can I get something to drink?” 
 
I said, “Yes. Do you want something to drink?”  
 
He said, “Yes!”  
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I said, “Lord Jesus, give us something to drink.”  
 
This is the absolute truth. A man pulls over, because we’re hitchhiking, and says, “Sorry I can’t stop,” but he 
hands us something cold to drink, right out of the window, and he drives away.  
 
This guy looked at me. I said in my heart, “Lord, the implications of this are massive. This is massive.”  
 
I never forgot that. The man pulled over and handed us a drink; so here we were drinking this cold drink. My 
friend looked at me, and I said, “Yes, that’s how it works. It’s like we’re friends. He knows me. ‘Hello? I love 
You.’ He loves me, too. I can feel it.”  
 
My friend said, “This is incredible.”  
 
I said, “It is.”  
 
“SUCH KNOWLEDGE IS TOO WONDERFUL FOR ME” 
That was only the beginning, but it was really real. “Such knowledge is too wonderful” (Ps. 139:6). David says, 
“I stand and I sit. I think unformed thoughts. I begin unfinished sentences. You’re in front of me; You’re behind 
me. There’s a big picture. You’re restraining me; You’re loving me. You’re rewarding me and forgiving me. 
You’re providing for me; You’re guiding me. You’re showing affection and restraint. Everything is in order. 
You know everything about me, but You like me.” He says, “This is awesome.” “This is a wonderful way to 
live,” is what he said in Psalm 139:6: “It’s too wonderful” (paraphrased). Yet so many of God’s people won’t 
put their cold hearts in front of the fire of His Word and allow the spirit of revelation to touch them. Beloved, 
it’s wonderful. It’s high. He said, “I can’t attain it; I can only get on the edges of this.” 
 
David looks up at the stars and the thunderstorm, as we know from our study of Psalm 19 and Psalm 29. What 
he does with the creation above him in those psalms, he does here in Psalm 139, with his own life, and the 
internal mechanisms of his soul. He says, “You know my inward workings and my personal life plan as clearly 
as You know the stars and the orchestration of the universe.” He says, “How can You know all of this? You 
have an intense knowledge at every one of these levels.”  
 
The Lord says, “You’re right.” 
 
DAVID MARVELS AT GOD BY THE SPIRIT OF REVELATION 
David says, “This is too high for me.” He says, “This is beyond my abilities. You’re not only the God who 
knows my frame, my body; You’re not only the God who knows my emotional makeup. You’re not only the 
God who knows my personal history, and where I will walk in this age and in the age to come. You’re the God 
who orchestrates the stars, the moon, and the nations in all of history. This is too high.”  
 
David’s circuits are being blown. He’s worshipping. It’s wonderful. He’s fascinated. He’s marveling at God by 
the spirit of revelation right here. His heart is filled with awe. It’s this awe that helps us say no to sin; it’s this 
knowledge that gives us courage so that we can face fear. It’s this delight that helps us overcome grief. Some of 
you this very night are in a time of grief. This will thrill you. It’s too wonderful. It’s more wonderful than 
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anything. It causes a buoyancy in your spirit. God says, “I can meet the need. I can sort it all out in a way that’s 
according to your frame that will surprise you.”  
 
David says, “This is wonderful.” I believe he’s writing this in the Adullam days. I truly believe it, because 
again, in Psalm 143:3, he says, “The fact that You know is what’s helping me spin out of this despair” (Ps. 
143:3, paraphrased). “You know all these things about me.”  
 
THE MAJESTY OF THE HUMAN BEING IN THE CONTEXT OF OUR MAJESTIC GOD 
Here’s the issue in Psalm 139:6: “It’s too wonderful; I can’t attain to it” (Ps. 139:6, paraphrased). God’s 
knowledge is so awesome, and God’s knowledge is only one of His attributes—one of many, many attributes. 
Then the question becomes: what is the sum total of all of His attributes, full on—His power, His love, His 
justice, His mercy, His knowledge, every attribute full on, full throttle, if you will, and in full combination? He 
says, “Your knowledge overwhelms me when everything is on”—which it always is. He says, “God, I worship 
You.” 
 
“Who am I?” David asks in Psalm 8 (Ps. 8:4, paraphrased). We plan to look at Psalm 8; it’s a companion psalm 
to this, where David is marveling at the majesty of the human being before God in the eternal plan. He’s talking 
about the majesty of the intricate makeup of the individual. Psalm 8 is talking about the human being as he 
stands before God’s eternal plan, and the high place of dignity he has. David has this spirit of revelation on him 
in Psalm 19: “O Lord, Your glory in the heavens…” And in Psalm 29: “O God, Your glory in the 
thunderstorms.” Here in Psalm 139, he describes “the glory of Your intimate knowledge of me as an 
individual.” Psalm 8 portrays the glory of human beings in the eternal plan. David lived and fed on this 
knowledge that God gave him. 
 
“WHERE CAN I GO FROM YOUR SPIRIT? OR WHERE CAN I FLEE FROM YOUR PRESENCE?” 
In Psalm 139:7-12, he’s now transitioning from the omniscience, the all-knowingness of God, to the reality that 
God is omnipresent—He is everywhere. These attributes obviously all overlap and they go together. This is 
another source of encouragement, that God not only knows everything, but that He’s present in power 
everywhere, too. It’s not just that He has knowledge; He’s actually there, present in manifest power, when He 
wants to be. 
 
David says, “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence” (Ps. 139:7). Not that 
David wants to escape; this is poetic adoration. He says, “Lord, how can I get outside the grasp of Your 
manifest love?” Saul can’t do it; no one can do it. It’s a statement of adoration he’s giving. He’s not trying to 
sort out a way to get out of God’s grasp.  
 
HIS PRESENCE IS BEFORE AND BEHIND US, ENCOMPASSING US ALL ROUND 
He says, “If I ascend into heaven, You are there; if I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there” (Ps. 139:8). 
God is present in the region of glory, and in the region of darkness. David says, “It doesn’t matter where I go; 
Your manifest presence is there.” God’s presence dwells in hell not in the sense of His sweet presence, but His 
enforced rule. It’s His government being administrated in judgment. The presence of His leadership is being 
exerted everywhere in the universe. Whether you rise to act or rest, when you lie in your bed to sleep, whether 
in heaven or in hell, whether in light or in darkness, whether before you or behind you in time, whether in 
thought, word, or deed, His presence is there completely encompassing you. I love it. He says, “You’re there.” 
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David then goes on to say, “Behold” (Ps. 139:8). There it is again. First, in verse 4, he said, “Behold, O Lord.” 
Now he says, “Behold, You are there.” There it is: that breaking in that we looked at in Psalm 54:4: “Behold, 
God is my helper” (Ps. 54:4). There it is again. There’s this fresh breaking in of the revelation of God on his 
soul as he’s praising God. He says, “O God.” When he says, “Behold, God,” don’t just say, “Behold, God.” 
He’s saying, “Oh my God. It hit me again, a fresh unveiling of God’s presence.” I believe he’s in the Adullam 
years right here, and God is restoring his soul from depression and despair. 
 
ON THE WINGS OF THE MORNING, IN THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA, HE IS THERE 
David writes in Psalm 139:9, “If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
even there Your hand shall lead me, and Your right hand shall hold me” (Ps. 139:9-10). “Behold, Your hand 
shall hold me.” “The wings of the morning” is a phrase that some say speaks poetically of the speed and the 
distance of the morning breeze. Others say he’s describing the morning light. It doesn’t matter if it’s the breeze 
or the light of the morning; either way, it’s the idea that speed and distance have no bearing on God. The wings 
of the morning: He’s everywhere. Whether it’s light, and its rays are shooting forth 186,000 miles per second, 
or the wind is blowing, God is already there. He’s there in the midst of the uttermost parts of the sea. David 
lived near the Mediterranean Sea. He was looking right over at it. In 1000 BC, the ships were quite crude, so 
they weren’t reliable. So he’s talking about the unexplored regions of the frightening sea; in the unknown, 
distant places, God is already there. He’s not beyond knowledge. There are no “uttermost parts of the sea” in 
our thinking, because all of the parts of the world have been explored. He’s talking about the unknown regions 
of the frightening sea with their crude ships. That was a massive statement. He says, “There’s no place beyond 
God’s knowledge.” 
 
David concludes, “Even there Your hand shall lead me, and Your right hand shall hold me” (Ps. 139:10). He 
says, “Even if I’m in that completely unknown area, You’re there.” That speaks of your life. God is going to 
lead you to places you don’t know. There’s mystery in everything through which God is leading you. He hides 
it in mystery. He unfolds it progressively in order to win your heart to Him. He could just give you the whole 
blueprint right now, but He says, “No. I will cause you to realign with Me day by day by day, by giving you a 
small piece at a time. If I gave it all to you at once, then you would get your peace from the information instead 
of your relationship with Me.” We want to have peace through information; God wants us to have peace and 
strength through relationship with Him, so He holds the information back. We come to Him to get the 
information, and we end up interacting with His heart. Then we have intimacy with Him. 
 
HE WILL LEAD US AND HOLD US IN THE SCARY PLACES 
Of course, we all say we’re different. “Lord, give me the ten-year plan and I promise You I’ll really interact 
with You just as intensely.” 
 
God says, “Well, let’s not do it that way. I’ll just give you little fragments. You’ll constantly run into little speed 
bumps to slow you down. You’ll constantly run into hindrances and walls that cause pain, and they’ll bring you 
to Me every time. You’ll end up with intimacy and in the right place and the right time. How does that sound?”  
 
“Well no, Lord. You just give me the map and I’ll be there at the right place at the right time.”  
 
The Lord says, “No. You’ll be there in the right place at the right time, but the pain of not knowing will cause 
you to interact with Me. You’ll actually have intimacy and be at the right place at the right time.”  
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I’ve told the Lord so many times, “Lord I tell You, I’ll be there. Just give me the map. Trust me! I’m not like 
those other guys; just trust me.”  
 
He says, “No.” Listen to what He’ll to do. If He sends you to the uttermost parts, the uncharted regions—I tell 
you, the uttermost parts of the sea was a frightening concept back in those days. God says, “I’ll be there, 
number one, to lead you, and number two, to hold you. I’ll be there. I will hold you in the scary places. My 
embrace will be there, and My guidance and power will be there. I’ll lead you and hold you when you go to the 
scary places where I send you.” 
  
That doesn’t necessarily mean just geographically. It means that place in life where you say, “I don’t want to 
get out of the boat; I want to stay in the boat.”  
 
But the Lord says, “Get out on the water.”  
 
That’s what I’m talking about. It could be to another job. It doesn’t have to be some place like a jungle 
somewhere. He will hold you. Isn’t that something? It’s the active energy of God’s love, power and wisdom. 
It’s the active, manifest energy of His love in coming to David. David says, “I know this very well” (Ps. 139:14, 
paraphrased).  
 
THE SAILOR, THE SHIP, AND THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA 
One of my favorite stories is taken from Psalm 139:9. It’s a story of a man whose mother was a praying woman, 
and he was a sailor. He was in the navy in World War II. She prayed for him night and day. When he left to go 
to war, she gave him a Bible. The man said, “Well mom, OK, I’ll take it.” But he put his Bible in his room and 
never went down to his quarters to look at it. She prayed for him. He has the testimony that she was an 
interceding mom. Praise God for the interceding moms, and for the dads who intercede—the interceders. I make 
up my own words. But then they found themselves in a very difficult conflict. Whether it was the Japanese or 
the Germans, I’m not sure, but they were caught in a particular naval conflict in the midst of World War II. 
Bombs were raining from everywhere, and a couple of the major ships were going down. They were 
outnumbered maybe ten to one. I can’t remember the odds, but they were insurmountable. They were all going 
down, 500-1,000 men sinking on a single ship. 
 
This man’s ship was being bombed. He was absolutely terrified of death. He ran into his little room and opened 
his Bible. He put out his finger and cried out to God. He opened his Bible to Psalm 139. In the King James, it 
says, “If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; even there shall thy hand 
lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me” (Ps. 139:9-10, KJV). 
 
He prayed, “God, if You’ll save me, I will serve You all the days of my life.” 
 
And what happened was like what we read about Saul, when the Philistines attacked and then for some 
unknown reason retreated. His was the only ship spared. The name of the ship was The Wings of the Dawn. 
That was the actual name of the ship. He opened the Bible and it said, “If I take the wings of the dawn in the 
remotest parts of the sea…” He gave his life to the Lord. He went on and became a very, very dedicated man of 
God. That’s one of my favorite stories. “If I take the wings of the dawn…” He said, “That’s me.” That’s the 
right verse at the right time. Thank you. God was holding that man and leading him. Obviously, it changed his 
life.  
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THE NIGHTTIME SHINES LIKE THE NOONDAY SUN TO GOD 
Psalm 139:11-12 are interesting. He’s talking to the fallacies, the false thinking of the unbelievers who think 
that darkness is a place in which they can hide. They hide from one another in darkness, but then they move 
over and think that they can hide in iniquity from God because there’s natural darkness. “If I say, ‘Surely the 
darkness shall fall on me,’ even the night shall be light about me” (Ps. 139:11). That’s negative darkness, 
darkness falling on David. He says, “I know, God, that even Your light will surround me.” Listen to this: 
“Indeed, the darkness shall not hide from You, but the night shines as the day” (v. 12). The darkness and light 
are both alike to God. God, because He does operate, and because His perception isn’t based on needing natural 
light, looks at nighttime and it shines like the day to Him. It’s the bright noonday in the darkness of night when 
He looks at planet earth. That darkness is totally light to Him because He operates on different principles.  
 
The ungodly think that because they’re hiding under the cover of night, they can get away. God says, “You 
don’t understand: it’s totally light to Me.” The way David applies this is to say that even in the night, as he’s 
running from cave to cave, it’s perfect daylight to God. He says, “God, You see everything right now. You’re 
not at all hindered. Nothing is veiled from Your sight.” 
 
It’s foolish for the unbeliever to seek to hide at night; but it’s unnecessary for the believer to feel abandoned 
because it’s nighttime. God says, “The nighttime shines like the noonday sun to Me.”  
 
OUR RIGHTEOUS LONGINGS ARE GIVEN BY GOD ACCORDING TO HIS CALL AND PLAN 
Now look at Psalm 139:13-18: God’s omnipotence. It’s His full power. We’re working on His creation here. 
“For You formed my inward parts” (Ps. 139:13). The Hebrew here for inward parts is translated in some 
versions as the kidneys, or the seat of desire. He’s talking about the emotions, which are the seat of desire and 
longing. He’s talking about the emotional makeup. God formed your emotional makeup. I don’t mean that He 
caused you to walk in all the paths that make it more complicated in a negative way. God gave us strengths and 
deficiencies in our emotional makeup. There’s no human being, besides the Son of God Himself, who possesses 
the full range of human emotions in wholeness. We all have a small portion of the full package, so to speak. 
Emotionally, we all have deficiencies and strengths in our personalities. Our righteous longings are set by God 
according to His callings and plans. He formed us. You don’t have to try to have my calling and I don’t need to 
try to have your calling. We all have longings that are handpicked by God. God plans to give us a path 
according to those longings. 
 
GOD SPECIALIZES IN THE DARK AND HIDDEN PLACES OF LIFE 
David says, “You formed my inward parts” (Ps. 139:13). That’s talking about his emotional makeup. “You 
covered me in my mother’s womb” (ibid). It says in the margin, “You wove me.” There are a number of 
interpretations, but that’s a favorite, and it’s a good one. Here’s what David is saying: “My most hidden part—
my emotions—and my most hidden time—when I’m in my mother’s womb; the hidden part of my life, the way 
I feel, the deep resources of my emotions that I never see, that I can’t ever fully discover, You know.” In the 
most hidden time of your life, which is in your mother’s womb, your most hidden parts, God fully knows, and 
has ordained them both. God specializes in the hidden places of life. He specializes in the dark and hidden 
places that men can’t see. 
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“I WILL PRAISE YOU, FOR I AM FEARFULLY AND WONDERFULLY MADE” 
David breaks out in Psalm 139:6, 14, and 17. You really want to put those three verses together; those are the 
worship dimensions. He says, “I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Marvelous”—oh, 
marvelous is this whole thing! “Marvelous are Your works, and that my soul knows very well” (Ps. 139:14). 
“My heart is filled with marvel,” is what he’s saying. David was marveling. He was wonder-filled; wonderment 
and marvel touched him when he considered these things. He is fearfully and wonderfully made. That’s a 
phrase we hear, but I don’t know if we’ve really thought much about it. In David’s day, 1,000 years before 
Christ, they didn’t really have any sophisticated anatomy studies. Now, in a general ninth or tenth grade science 
class, you can study anatomy, or the intricacy of the human body, the delicacy and fragility of the human body. 
It’s the fact that we’re eternal in one dimension of our being, and we’re very, very temporal in our bodies, 
which will go to the dust in a moment of time. The fact that we’re exalted in the embrace of God, but we can sin 
and do stupid things all the time—the combination of the glory and the weakness of the human frame in time 
and eternity; David said, “I’m overwhelmed by this. What’s going on, anyway?” 
 
Then David looked at his body, and he didn’t really understand all the dimensions. I tell you, even the simplest 
overview of the anatomy of the human body is stunning. It’s stunning. The thousand worlds inside of the human 
body are as stunning as a thousand worlds up in the sky. There are many, many worlds of knowledge and 
science in both arenas. Then God’s unfolding of history is a whole separate world of thought. David beholds 
His creation externally, the creation of his own human makeup, and God’s guidance of history—His achieving 
of redemption. These are arenas of thought that absolutely thrilled David. 
 
David says it here in Psalm 139:14; this is the strength: “These things my soul knows very well, because I have 
given myself to meditate on them” (Ps. 139:14, paraphrased). We want to worship like David. We need to know 
some of the things David knew. When David says, “This is something I know very well,” beloved, this is like a 
major neon sign: “Heart of David developed here, here, here, here!” Wonderful, fearful, marvel, awe—these are 
things you need to live like David. Wonderful, fearful, amazement: these are thoughts that, if they enter your 
heart, you’ll feel more like David felt. 
 
He goes on in Psalm 139:15 and says, “My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret” (Ps. 
139:15). He’s talking about the bones. “It wasn’t hidden from You when I was made in secret.” His physical 
frame wasn’t hidden from God when God made him, “skillfully wrought” him in “the lowest parts of the earth” 
(ibid). The commentators talk about that as poetic of his mother’s womb, made from the dust. It’s poetic. In 
Psalm 139:15, he says, “My physical frame, my physical appearance and my physical abilities, my frame, were 
determined by You.” God determined your emotional makeup (v. 13). He has determined your path, the days 
ordained for You (v. 16). It’s the days of His life plan for you. Your physical strengths and appearance, your 
emotional makeup, your life plan, are all already written in God’s book (Psalm 139:13-16). They’re all laid out 
there. 
 
GOD HAS STRATEGICALLY ORDAINED YOUR ABILITIES AND DEFORMITIES 
One of the great problems in the Body of Christ, and in the whole world in general, is that people despise the 
way that they look. There have been surveys done. I read one survey where the pollsters went to these highly 
successful people, and ninety-five percent of them detested the way that they looked. Most human beings don’t 
approve of the way they look. It’s a fact of life across the whole earth. Then the image is put forth of what 
you’re supposed to look like. The people using the image hate the way they look. They think, “Boy, I wish I 
looked like I did in that picture.” The point is this: there’s a revelation when your heart connects with the fact 
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that your physical abilities and deformities, what you have and what you lack, emotionally and physically, is 
ordained by God. I’m not talking about related to sin. In other words, we go on a path of perversion and then 
our souls are weakened, but the way that we’ve come forth, God says, “I’ve strategically ordained this to build 
the image of Christ in you.” There are some things we can change, and the Lord permits us to change them. But 
God wants us to reconcile Psalm 139:13, our emotional makeup—which is our emotional passions and 
longings—and Psalm 139:15, our physical frame: our looks, appearance, and defects.  
 
GOD HAS ORCHESTRATED THE PATH TO WHICH HE CALLS US 
God has orchestrated the path to which He calls us (Ps. 139:16). Everyone wants someone else’s calling, 
someone else’s lifestyle, and someone else’s journey. God says to David, “Reconcile these things. I’m leading 
you, David. It’s Me leading you. These are things that cause you to grow in Me. These are weaknesses and 
strengths that have a combination of producing love in your heart when you meet Me in every one of these three 
arenas. It’s your emotional capacities, good and bad, your physical makeup, good and bad, and your life path, 
your calling, the way I lead you, good and bad.” He says, “Reconcile with those three things. They produce love 
in your heart if you can find Me in those three arenas.” 
 
David says in Psalm 139:16, “Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed” (Ps. 139:16). Then he 
describes a book in which everything was written: “And in Your book they all were written, the days fashioned 
for me, when as yet there were none” (ibid). They were already written in the book. Your days are already 
written in the book.  
 
“AS SURELY AS YESTERDAY WAS WRITTEN, TOMORROW IS WRITTEN, TOO” 
I’ve used this analogy from this passage several times over the years. It’s like if I talked to an angel that’s been 
assigned to minister to me. He’s really done a lot of work. He sits down and appears to me, and he has the great 
book in his hands. He says, “Mike, let me show you. This was when you were six years old. It was all written.”  
 
I say, “Oh yes, I remember that. That was cool.”  
 
He says, “Look, here you are at eight, and that’s what happened from there.”  
 
I say, “Yes, I never saw the connection. That really does connect.”  
 
He says, “Here’s when you were fifteen and you first met the Lord. This is when you got into the crisis when 
you were eighteen, and you said, ‘Oh God, this will never work,’ and the three insurmountable problems you 
faced. Look every one of them worked out. Look! Here you are at twenty-two, twenty-four, and twenty-six.”  
 
I say, “Oh yes.”  
 
He says, “This is the thing you prayed for when you were thirty, and here you are at thirty-two. It’s all written 
down there. Here you are now today, and here are your prayers.”  
 
Then he says, “Oh I can’t show you the rest of the book but it’s already written.” He says, “As surely as 
yesterday was written, tomorrow is written, too. As surely as God met you, held you, and led you, He will do it 
again. It’s already here. I can’t show you. I would love to show you but the Lord says it will cause you to align 
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with Him in a more intense way if I don’t show you; but it’s already written in the book here. All your days are 
already written down there.”  
 
I say, “Oh, come on! Just give me a little peek.”  
 
He says, “No, I can’t do it.” 
 
That’s a made-up story, by the way. Some of you are looking at me thinking, “What happened then?” No, no, 
it’s just a made-up story.  
 
“HOW PRECIOUS ALSO ARE YOUR THOUGHTS TO ME, O GOD!” 
Then in Psalm 139:17, David breaks out again. Psalm 139:6, 14, and 17 are the real crescendos of praise. “How 
precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is the sum of them! If I should count them, they 
would be more in number than the sand; when I awake, I am still with You” (Ps. 139:17). David says, “It’s so 
numerous.” This is literal; it’s not just poetic. If you took all the seas of the earth, all the beaches, and counted 
every grain of sand, it wouldn’t outnumber the thoughts that God has about every thought you have had, 
everything you’ve done. In time and eternity, God’s thoughts towards you individually are literally more 
numerous than every single grain of sand on planet earth. The fact that a king so exalted thinks about you so 
much is one of the great doctrines of life that David knew so well: that God thinks on him infinitely. God thinks 
on us in love. He’s thinking of how He pardoned us and how He’s going to train us and bring us into His 
beauty. He’s thinking about our calling in eternity. Did you know that you had a calling in eternity that God has 
already established? You can’t get the rich and the famous to give any time to the lowly. The King of all the 
ages is consumed with thoughts about you. You’re not the one who talked Him into it; He had thoughts about 
you before you cared about Him.  
 
David says, “How precious. You think about me all the time. This is unbelievable.” When someone remembers 
your birthday or a special day in your life and they acknowledge it, in that sense by acknowledging that special 
day, they celebrate that event in your life. There may have been another time when you were going through the 
most difficult time, and someone with sympathy listened; you felt heard and understood. God says, “I celebrate, 
and I have the pain and understanding of your pain. I have understanding of your pain. I know all the arenas of 
your life. I understand them all and I’m with you in them.”  
 
“SEARCH ME, O GOD, AND KNOW MY HEART; TRY ME, AND KNOW MY ANXIETIES” 
David’s heart was romanced by this. In Psalm 139:23-24 he says, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; try 
me, and know my anxieties” (Ps. 139:23). What he’s saying is very, very important. David didn’t trust his own 
searchings. David said, “God, there’s such a maze and mix of emotions and motives, high and low. I can’t tell 
what’s right.” 
 
God says, “Here is what you do, David: you look at Me. David, you stare at Me. You say behold, God”—as he 
did in Psalm 139:4 and 8. “Then I’ll impress on you the issue I care about changing in you. There are 100 issues 
that need changed. I’ll change them one or two at a time. You look at Me and I’ll shout at you when I want an 
issue changed.” 
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A lot of people get lost in the endless maze of introspection. They’re paralyzed. It’s paralysis by analysis. They 
say, “I don’t know if it’s good or bad! I don’t know if I should or shouldn’t!” They’re completely paralyzed 
because of paralysis by analysis. They can’t move forward; they can’t move back. God says, “You look at Me.”  
 
David says, “I’ll look at You. You search me, and You shout when something is out of order. Lord, here is the 
deal. If You don’t shout at me, I’ll be in Your Word. I’ll be in Your Word night and day with adoration. If You 
don’t shout at me, I won’t think about it.” 
 
The Lord says, “Deal. You stay in My Word, though, and you look at me.”  
 
Some people will hear this and never open their Bibles. They say, “Well, God isn’t shouting at me.”  
 
No, no; we feed our heart with the Word. We put our heart in front of the fire. I don’t check out all my sins; I 
look at God and worship, but He shouts at me. They become very, very clear. Your conscience burns like fire. I 
don’t do the internal diagnosis. I don’t measure how far I am. I never try to figure out if I’m further this year 
than last year. I have no grid for that. I don’t know if I’m further than you or them or him; I don’t care. That’s 
not even my business. My business isn’t to measure. Again, if you measure and you do well, then you’re proud. 
If you measure and you do badly, then you’re condemned. You can’t win measuring. I try to look at Him. I say, 
“You search me.”  
 
“SEE IF THERE IS ANY WICKED WAY IN ME, AND LEAD ME IN THE WAY EVERLASTING” 
This is one of the verses I had on my prayer list when I was eighteen years old. I was taught this in a Bible 
study. Someone taught it, and I said, “I’ll go with it. I’ll look at You and then You search me. I’ll stare at You 
in Your Word. I’ll worship You and I’ll read Your Word. I’ll give my heart to You, and then You shout at me 
when something is out of line.” I’ve found, and I don’t want to exaggerate it, but I’ll say this: it’s clearly the 
most uncluttered and uncomplicated way to walk with God. That other way is endlessly impossible to sort out. I 
don’t know how good of a job the Lord has… well, never mind. Anyway, David says, “If there is any wicked 
way in me, O God, You lead me. You shout at me. You lead me in the way of righteousness. You lead me in 
Your way” (Ps. 139:24, paraphrased). 
 
Amen. Let’s stand.  
 
MINISTRY TIME 
Obviously, Psalm 139 is a lot bigger than what we just covered. Beloved, I am jealous that you could say, “How 
wonderful.” I’m jealous that you could say, “Oh, how precious Your thoughts.” I’m jealous that you could say, 
“How marvelous.” Oh there’s marvel in my heart over this. I’m jealous that you could say, “Oh, these things 
my soul knows very well.” Beloved, we want to worship like David the beauty of God’s mind.  
 
Oh Father, Your mind, Your thoughts: You know what’s behind and what’s in front of me; You know when I 
rise and You know when I rest. You know when I begin a sentence how I’ll end it. You know when I’m 
forming thoughts what their completion will be and the impact they’ll have upon me years down the road. You 
know all my days. Lord, You formed my physical appearance, my abilities and lack of abilities, capacities and 
defects. You formed my emotional makeup. You’re the One who ordained the path that I would walk in. I don’t 
want another person’s calling. I have many times in the past, but Lord, I want the path You gave me. I’m Yours. 
You have run the universe so impeccably. You’re so competent. Why would You not be competent with me? 
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You have given me deficiencies that my heart would grow in love; You have given me deficiencies that I would 
need You. I say, “Lord, lead me now. Search me and lead me in the everlasting way.”  
 
Some of you are in the remotest parts. You’re in uncharted waters. He says, “I will hold you. I will hold you in 
the deep waters right now.” Some of you are in the uttermost parts of the sea, and you feel you’re about to 
drown. He says, “I’ll hold you; I’ll lead you; I’ll love you there. I run the universe. I care so much about your 
life.” 
 
If you feel like you’re in the remotest parts; if you’re saying, “Lord, I need to feel You hold me and lead me 
right now; I want to marvel at these things”; if you would like prayer, I just want you to come and stand right in 
front right now. You’re saying, “I need to marvel on these. I need to be captured by this.” He knows your 
emotional makeup. He knows the way you look. He knows the calling and the path that He has ordained for 
you. They’re wonderful. 
 


