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Session 15. Devine Wrestling: Breakthrough of Love 
 
INTRODUCTION 
We’re continuing on the portion of Scripture describing David’s struggle during the Adullam years. That’s as 
far as we’re going to get in this course on David in the next couple of sessions. We’re confining our study to the 
discovery of the beauty of the Lord in the midst of struggle, since most of us relate more to the struggle 
dimension than to the dealing with temptation through national promotion, which is really the second part of 
David’s life and doesn’t seem that appropriate to most of us in this room.  
 
A REVIEW OF THE LIFE OF DAVID TO THIS POINT IN THE STORY 
Here is a quick review on what’s happened. In 1 Samuel 18, David was promoted to the king’s court in Gibeah. 
It was the palace or the White House, if you will. Things couldn’t have been going better. The young maidens 
of Israel were singing David’s praises. He was established as head of the entire army. He was invited to marry 
the king’s daughter. He became the son-in-law of the king. Everything was going well. His family was a little 
overwhelmed and impressed at the favor of the Lord upon his life. They were really blessed at all that was 
going on in his life.  
 
Then suddenly Saul’s jealousy, the demon that he had been nurturing and feeding of jealousy, anger, and rage, 
has finally taken possession of Saul’s heart and life. Saul begins to attack David. David is driven out of the 
court temporarily. Jonathan intercedes for David. He goes to Saul and says, “Father, let’s give him one more 
chance. He really isn’t the kind of man you think.” David is reinstituted back into Saul’s court. A couple of 
wars break out with the Philistines and possibly a few years go by. It’s hard to know. It doesn’t really tell us, 
but we know it’s some months at least. Then that demonic rage comes over Saul again. He picks up the spear 
and throws it at David, and it’s business as usual. David takes off in 1 Samuel 21 and goes to the city of Nob 
and tells lies. He tells lies and the priests of the city of Nob are slaughtered by the lies that David has told. All 
kinds of disasters take place. We looked at that last week and the shame that broke loose in David’s life and 
how he had to find the Lord in the midst of this. 
 
In 1 Samuel 22, he escapes to the cave of Adullam. We looked at that last week through Psalm 57 and Psalm 
142 and the different ways he discovers the Lord in the depths of depression. Things are really difficult for 
David. And 1 Samuel 23 takes us right to the place where we begin tonight.  
 
THE PHILISTINES ONCE MORE ATTACK THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL 
“Then they told David saying, ‘Look, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah, and they are robbing the 
threshing floors. And David inquired of the Lord, saying, ‘Shall I go and attack these Philistines?’ And the Lord 
said to David, ‘Go and attack the Philistines, and save Keilah’” (1 Sam. 23:1-2).  
 
I think it’s an amazing reality that David is even asking. Remember, he’s just experienced trauma. The massacre 
of the priests in the city of Nob might have been mere weeks ago. He has been in incredible depression as 
described in Psalm 142, which is taken from the cave of Adullam. He’s dwelling in depression and in the shame 
of the slaughter of the city of the priests in the city of Nob, yet David finds this boldness and tenacity to operate 
in the sphere to which God has called him. God has called him and anointed him to destroy the Philistines. Of 
course, David could easily reason, “Lord, I’ll operate in that grace and that anointing once you get rid of Saul.”  
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The Lord’s answer is, “David that anointing is on you now and not just when Saul is taken care of. I anointed 
you to destroy the Philistines not only when you become king, but from the day the anointing came on you from 
that day forward.”  
 
I can’t imagine having the inward resolve to engage in a war against the Philistines with no army, spiritually 
depressed, having just been responsible for the massacre of a city of priests, and 600 now-discontented men. His 
army has grown from 400 to 600. David hears the report that the Philistines are robbing the threshing floors on 
the outskirts of the city. The threshing floors are where all the wheat of the Israelites was stored. David could 
easily say, “Well, let them take care of it. I’m really in a bad way. I’ve really had a bad couple of months.” But 
instead, he goes before the Lord and inquires in 1 Samuel 23:2, “Shall I attack?” I think that’s an incredible 
question for David to be asking in the midst of his last month in all that has taken place.  
 
THE EPHOD, THE URIM, AND THE THUMMIM OF THE HIGH PRIEST 
Remember the ephod, which is that linen worn by the high priest. Nearly all the priests were destroyed. 
Ahimelech had died and his son Abiathar now had the ephod, which contained the Urim and Thummim in it. 
Again, no one knew exactly how that operated. The common concept is that it was two stones through which 
the king could get a yes or no question from the Lord answered definitively one way or the other. Basically if 
they asked the question rightly, they could get really specific information.  
 
“ARISE AND ATTACK, AND YOU WILL FIND ME IN THE ATTACK” 
David essentially went to Abiathar, who was equally as traumatized as he was. He said, “I want you to go 
before the Lord with the ephod and find out, is it yes or is it no, shall we attack?”  
 
“Go and attack,” the Lord says. Sometimes the greatest solution that God gives us in the midst of the depression 
of Psalm 142 is attack. Our flesh says, “Draw back; lick your wounds; hide away and forget everyone, because 
everyone mistreats you.”  
 
Yet the Lord tells David, “Your healing will be partially found in getting out of your comfort zone and standing 
on the water. Get out of the boat. Get in the flow of the life of God and fight the enemies of God.” It’s like when 
Elisha went to the widow and asked her for oil. She had a little tin of oil. She gave what she had and the oil 
continued to flow and flow and flow. The Lord often tells us to give the little that we have and then more takes 
place.  
 
Some of you right now are in the shame or depression that David had from Nob or the early days of Adullam. 
The Lord is telling you, “Rise up and go about the purpose of the Lord. Don’t get introspective. Don’t lick your 
wounds. Arise and attack and you’ll find Me in the attack,” which is exactly what David did. He found a fresh 
expression and a fresh release of the power of God. 
 
I don’t doubt that David was a little anxious as to exactly what would happen. He’d had a pretty horrendous last 
month or two, which you could describe as not in the power of the Lord. That’s probably what David would 
have said, at least. If you remember the psalms we read, he said, “Lord, no one cares about me. Lord, You’ve 
left me. You’ve hidden your face from me. Sorrow overwhelms me. My heart is crushed. It’s over. It’s over. It’s 
over.” Then finally, he comes around to, “Yes, Lord, but because of Your mercy, You’ve made me like a green 
olive tree.”  
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The Lord is saying, “OK, let the oil flow then. Attack, attack the enemies of the Lord.”  
 
I’ve always pondered that statement in 1 Samuel 23:2 because of the timing of it. You just had a major car 
wreck and someone says, “Hey, I want you to start a new workout regimen.”  
 
“Well, I’m a little broken right now.”  
 
“No, just start right now! Start working those new muscles at this very moment.”  
 
In 1 Samuel 23:3 David’s men said to him, “Look, we’re afraid here in Judah.” Keilah was a city of Judah. 
Remember why they were in Judah. The prophet Gad in 1 Samuel 22:5 told them, “Don’t go to Moab and don’t 
go to Gath. Don’t go to any other country.” Moab was where David sought refuge from the king of Moab, and 
in Gath he found refuge from Achish, king of Gath. He knew Saul wouldn’t go to those two places. The prophet 
said, “Go right where the fire is. Go into the heat of the battle, where it’s least comfortable. Go to Judah.”  
 
You know that when God said, “Go to Judah and stay there” in 1 Samuel 22:5, He knew that Keilah, which was 
in Judah, was going to have trouble in 1 Samuel 23. God knew that. He said, “Go there and you’ll find My 
power in the midst of trouble.”  
 
David said, “Lord, I don’t need any more trouble. I’m healing right now. I don’t need any more tests. I don’t 
need any more anything.”  
 
The Lord said, “You need to look at something besides yourself, and I will use you in the midst of your 
brokenness right now. Go to Keilah.”  
 
The men were a pretty rough crowd but even they were afraid. They said, “David, not Judah. Saul is in Judah.”  
 
David said, “Well, tell the Lord or tell Gad to tell the Lord or someone,” but the Lord insisted on going to 
Judah.  
 
The men said, “Look, we are afraid here in Judah. How much more then if we go to Keilah against the armies of 
the Philistines?” (1 Sam. 23:3). Man, this is intense. Yet David had this boldness to go forward. He had placed 
the lies and all the shame behind him. David inquired of the Lord again, and the Lord doesn’t mind that. The 
Lord doesn’t mind us getting the confirmation.  
 
THE LORD’S POWER IS PERFECTED IN DAVID’S WEAKNESS 
David asks in 1 Samuel 23:4, “Lord, are You sure? I’ve really had a rough month or two. I’ve told some lies. 
I’ve caused some tragedy. I’m really depressed. The team is divided. They’re filled with fear. This really isn’t a 
great time for a military victory.”  
 
The Lord says, “It’s a perfect time for a breakthrough and a victory.”  
 
“Yes, Lord, but we’re not in good shape.” 
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The Lord says, “Then there will be no question as to where the victory comes from.” God wanted to give David 
an experience in the mercy of God and the power of God in his brokenness. Again, in our religion and in our 
legalism we get this idea that we have to get patched up first and then we’ll experience God’s power. The Lord 
says, “I want you to experience My power as part of the method of patching you up.” 
 
David is a little beat up and he wants confirmation in 1 Samuel 23:4. He inquires of the Lord once again. He 
says, “Lord are You sure? The team doesn’t like it. No one likes it. I’m a little weary right now.” Remember 
how in Psalm 142:4, David says, “No one likes me. No one cares for me. I’m all by myself” (paraphrased). That 
was literally just before this event. You have to put those psalms together to really get the picture here. The 
Lord answers, “Arise, go down to Keilah. For I will deliver the Philistines into your hand” (1 Sam. 23:4b). 
Again, it’s all within the county of Judah, if you will, the tribe of Judah. It’s within the tribal boundaries of 
Judah. It’s not very big. It’s just a few miles in each direction. “I will anoint you; I will give a breakthrough. I 
will be fresh in your life again. Go down there and meet Me. Get out of the comfort zone, David.”  
 
It’s a great story, isn’t it? Until the Lord tells us in the same circumstance.  
 
“Lord, I’m bankrupt. I just got caught in lies. I’m depressed. None of my friends like me. I’ve been 
excommunicated.”  
 
The Lord says, “Arise and attack. I will be with you.” 
 
“Lord, I would rather read a biography and get my faith built up on how You acted in someone’s life in 
history.”  
 
“No, I want to give you an experience in the grace of God right now, David. Arise and go after the enemies of 
God.” Instead of the Philistines just put, “the enemies of God.” “Let Me use you in the power of God, David.”  
 
DAVID FIGHTS WITH THE PHILISTINES AND STRIKES THEM A MIGHTY BLOW 
I don’t know how he convinced the men, but they went with him. Somewhere in 1 Samuel 23:5, the men 
overcome their fear. They had to overcome their fear to rise up with David to go after this thing. They fought 
with the Philistines and struck them a mighty blow and took away all their livestock. Of course, livestock were 
just that; they were the livelihood of a city. They took all the supplies from the Philistines and then gave them to 
the city the Philistines had tried to destroy. What a turnaround victory! They saved the inhabitants of Keilah. 
What a story. Look at that in 1 Samuel 23:5: “…struck them with a mighty blow.”  
 
IT’S HARD TO IMAGINE THE TRUE STORY BEHIND THE GLORIFIED STORY 
One of the things that I didn’t know early on in the Lord, but I’ve experienced a few times in my own life and 
more so through my readings, is the stories of some of the great missionaries in history who were in the midst of 
the most broken lives and the worst despair you could imagine. It’s hard to imagine the real story behind the 
glorified story.  
 
I’ll tell you one. It’s a silly little story in my own life. It was graphic to me. It had nothing to do with life and 
death and the saving of a city or anything. It was a conference. We were having it downtown. Maybe it was in 
1993 or 1994; I can’t remember. It was one of our annual conferences downtown. I remember the course of the 
week. I had the Wednesday morning meeting. I can remember it vividly. I think we started Sunday night, but 
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we had a lot going on Saturday, Sunday, and Monday. There were a lot of people in town and probably about 
5,000 at the conference. There were people from everywhere. I stayed up late Sunday night, then early Monday 
morning, late Monday night, early Tuesday morning, and late Tuesday night. I decided instead of staying at the 
hotel downtown that I would go home so I could get away from the fellowshipping and get ready for the session 
the next morning which was Wednesday morning. I got home really late and I was so exhausted. You know 
what it’s like when you’re absolutely exhausted. I asked Diane, my wife, to set the alarm. I said, “Set the alarm 
for 6:30,” because I had to leave the house at 8:00. That was just enough time to wake up, get a few cups of 
coffee, and get going. I was so tired. Through a series of events, the alarm doesn’t get set. To this day we don’t 
know what really happened, but we’re waiting for the judgment seat to really get the truth of this thing. It 
doesn’t matter right now. What happens is, I wake up at 8:45; of course, the session is at 9:00. I’m not very 
happy. Of course my first question is a question of accusation: “Why didn’t you? Why didn’t you?” Then we 
got into a bit of intense fellowship; let the reader understand. I was really in the flesh to the max.  
 
Now it’s about 9:15. I go outside and there’s a man on my porch. He’s sitting on my front porch. He wants a 
ride to the conference downtown. This man has a conflict with me and his conflict with me is that I don’t really 
even know him. He has written me a couple of letters, and he made a formal protest against me. I don’t care 
about him. I don’t even know him, but somehow he didn’t have a job for a year. He thought I should take 
responsibility for him and I told him no. So it’s a real conflict. He’s on my porch. He said the Lord told him this 
and that.  
 
So I’m really unhappy now. I run across this man with whom I’m in real conflict, and his conflict is that I don’t 
care about him. He wants to tell me his story. I’m not even awake yet. I’m asleep, I’m mad, and I’m super tired. 
I ask Diane, “Could you talk to this man for thirty minutes while we drive down so that I can think a little about 
what I’m supposed to do?” There were 5,000 people down there and I needed to get connected. She’s upset and 
says, “No, you talk to him.” 
 
I said, “I have to kick into a quick strategy. I have to get into some serious humility to get her happy and 
apologize, or else I have to talk to him. Either way it goes, I’m really in a bind.” I don’t do it. I’m just mad at 
her and him. He’s really upset with me. He’s sitting in the back seat saying, “You really don’t care about 
anyone, do you?” He’s speaking, I’m burning, I’m mad at everyone.  
 
MIKE IS BESET WITH PEOPLE WANTING TO TELL HIM THE WORD OF THE LORD 
I get downtown. Of course, there’s a little traffic jam and I get down there at about 9:45. The session starts at 
9:00 and the worship is over at 9:45. Of course, since there are 5,000 people, there are no parking spots. I park a 
mile and a half away and it’s 110 degrees. It’s really hot and I have to park some distance away. Of course, the 
conference-itis thing sets in. It happens at conferences and it’s pretty normal, so I’m not upset, but all in all, it 
was a bad deal. You know, every twenty feet or so someone stops to tell you a dream, a vision, or a story. At 
around the fifth time someone stopped me and touched my arm and said, “Oh, this must be the Lord! You’re 
here and I want to tell you this,” I felt like I would scream if one more person touched me. I was in such a big 
hurry. But I held it in and said, “I really can’t.”  
 
Someone said, “You know, you guys don’t really care about anyone.”  
 
I said, “Ugh!”  
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I was walking along and one more fellow touches me, Guy 7 or 8. “Hey! This must be the Lord! I have to tell 
you something.”  
 
I said, “I can’t talk right now!”  
 
THE SPIRIT BREAKS LOOSE IN THE MIDST OF MIKE’S SIN AND ANGER 
I have no idea what I’m supposed to do when I get up there. I get on the platform. Of course, one of my big 
principles is that I want everyone who is ministering on time. I get up and one of the men leading the meetings 
says, “I thought you wanted us on time?”  
 
I thought, “I can’t take it. I can’t take one more sentence right now.” I just said, “Yes, that’s true.”  
 
He said, “Where have you been?”  
 
I said, “It doesn’t matter.” Fifteen minutes later I open my Bible. I’m such a wreck, it’s unbelievable. I turn to 
Song of Solomon. I say, “Turn to Song of Solomon.” I say, “That’s a good place to go.” I was just going to read 
it and see what happened. At around the twenty-, thirty-minute mark, I don’t even know, the energy of the Lord 
enters into this room and interrupts my preaching. I stop and people are weeping everywhere in this room of 
4,000 or 5,000 people. I’m weeping. They’re weeping. The ministry time goes on for an hour, an hour and 
fifteen to twenty minutes. It’s incredible, what happened. Even to this day I still get letters in the mail from that 
meeting saying, “I was at that meeting. What happened?” 
 
I was so blown away by what took place. I said, “How did this happen?”  
 
CONFIDENCE IN THE UNTHINKABLE MERCY OF GOD 
Then I had a meeting with a bunch of students, Korean students from Seattle, and there were about forty of 
them who had come down. Afterwards they all asked questions. We had an hour-long session. The first question 
was, “How do you prepare for a meeting like this?” 
 
I said, “You don’t really want to know.”  
 
They said, “No, really, this was so awesome.” I have to admit, it was probably one of the two or three strongest 
times the Lord has ever used me in my life in preaching, ever. Not that it’s that strong, but in comparison to 
anything that I’ve experienced, the power of God broke in amongst the people. People started kneeling down. I 
don’t want to say falling; that’s a little exaggerated. Thousands of them were on the ground. They were sobbing 
and crying out to God. They interrupted the message. I didn’t finish the message.  
 
I said, “Well, you don’t really want to know.”  
 
They said, “No, we want to know the secret to preparing a message like this.” They thought I was being really 
awesomely humble. I said, “Confidence in the mercy of God.”  
 
They said, “That’s so cool. You just really love the Lord.” 
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I said, “You have no idea what I’m talking about right now.” Then I told them the story and they were so 
disillusioned. A few of them were encouraged, but a few of them were so disillusioned. They wanted someone 
who walked on water, and not broken people on whom God has mercy. A few of them were actually a little 
upset by the story. I told them the story. Anyway, sometimes I think of that when I read this passage; that story 
comes to my mind when I read the words, “Arise and attack.” Because what I wanted to do, and I don’t think it 
would have been bad to do this, was to call up and say, “Hey guys, it’s not going to happen today. It’s not that 
big of a deal. A meeting is just a meeting is just a meeting, so what. It’s not that big of an issue. Just have 
someone else do it.” For some reason I don’t know, I went down there regardless. I was so filled with 
frustration and anger; I was mad at everyone. I had eight people whom I was mad at when I started. I gave one 
of those hypocritical prayers: “O God, let Your Spirit…” and so forth, and He did it. 
 
“LORD, I LOVE YOU IN MY IMMATURITY, AND YOU LOVE ME FEROCIOUSLY” 
People say, “Man, that’s a mystery.”  
 
I say, “It’s not, really. That’s really how it works.” That really is how it operates. I’m not undermining the place 
of having a life in God, but I’m telling you, you don’t stand and pray for someone or lead someone to the Lord 
or approach a prayer meeting based on what you did in the last seventy-two hours or the last two or three weeks. 
I don’t do that. I don’t take my recent track record into my prayer closet. If I had a tremendous three weeks, the 
pay is truly the same. I say, “Lord, I love You even though my love is immature, and You love me ferociously. 
The grace of Jesus is available, therefore let’s do it. Let’s go for it. Let our hearts interact together, and if it 
doesn’t, that’s Your business, Lord. If it does, I’ll know what the real story is and what the real record is before 
the Lord.” The true story is what I mean by the record, and it’s that God shows mercy upon His people. I’ve had 
several examples like this where I was horrendously carnal and I had the power of God operate in my life. 
That’s just the most graphic one, because I can think of only three occasions where I ministered the Word of 
God and God broke in upon the people in an unusual way with sobbing and weeping that wasn’t called forth 
and it wasn’t ministry time. It just happened. It was all unpremeditated. And that was the most graphic 
illustration I can think of.  
 
BOB JONES DECLARES THAT MIKE WILL PERFORM A CREATIVE MIRACLE 
Although I’ve had a couple of times where I was really in the flesh and the Lord healed people in outstanding 
ways. I remember one time I went to a meeting. I didn’t have quite the lineup that I just described, but I was 
really feeling horrible. Bob Jones got up at the meeting and some of you know Bob Jones, a prophetic man in 
our history. He said, “The Lord showed me that God is going to use Mike in creative healings tonight.” It was a 
Tuesday night meeting.  
 
I said, “Bob, just shut up. Come on. I’m, like, really tired. I’m in a bad mood. I don’t feel like it.” I didn’t like 
the worship; I didn’t like anything that night. Anyone ever feel like that? I was there.  
 
Bob said, “Oh yes, the Lord is going to use you in creative healings. If you need a creative miracle, I mean 
something that needs to be created from nothing, come on up and Mike will pray for you.”  
 
I wouldn’t take pressure. I got up and said, “I feel horrible. If you want to come up, come,” and about half of 
them went and sat back down.  
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One lady came up and said, “Tomorrow I’m getting a massive complete hysterectomy. I’m in serious trouble 
tomorrow.” She said, “If I don’t get it I’ll end up dying. It’s really, really serious,” and she described it.  
 
I prayed for her and felt nothing. I prayed for her about 3 or 4 minutes. Bob was standing there and said, “Keep 
praying. Don’t quit.” 
 
I said, “Lord, heal her. Heal her. More, Lord. Heal her.” I was mad that he made me do this but Bob did this. I 
said, “Bob, this is manipulation.” 
 
He said, “Well, we’ll see.”  
 
She was instantly healed. She went the next day and the doctor said, “We can’t understand this. You’re totally 
healed.”  
 
She came back weeping and I said, “What was that?” The answer is, “It’s not about how good you’ve been in 
the last three weeks. It’s not about your recent track record. You love Me. I love you. There’s a sincerity that we 
have, but there’s immaturity.” I felt horrible that night. I don’t always feel horrible, but I felt especially horrible 
that night. I remember vividly feeling depressed during the worship and during the whole meeting, and when 
Bob did that, I actually said, “Bob, I don’t appreciate it.” I gave him a soft rebuke. I said, “I don’t appreciate the 
pressure.”  
 
He said, “It’s not about you and pressure. The Lord wants to show you something. He wants to show you that 
it’s really not about you and how you’re doing right now. It’s bigger than that. It’s about His grace. It’s about 
His power to deliver others.”  
 
MIKE WITNESSES TO TWO MEN WHO ARE PLANNING A MURDER 
This wasn’t just about God showing David he could flow in the power of God. It’s about God saving a city. 
There are many, many different angles that God is operating in when this happens. I’ve had a number of other 
stories where the Lord used me to lead someone to the Lord when I didn’t want to lead someone to the Lord. I 
made this promise to the Lord that I would witness to someone everyday. After some months went by, no one 
met the Lord and it was getting worse. I hated witnessing because I was 0 for 100 in the last three months. I 
witnessed to someone every single day. I made a promise to the Lord that I would. I read it in some book. I said, 
“Lord, let me off of that dumb promise.” I just assumed He said yes, because He has been kind to me ever since 
I broke that promise. It was many years ago.  
 
I have a few others. I picked up this hitchhiker. I always picked up every hitchhiker so that I could witness to 
them. So I picked up this hitchhiker and he said, “What do you do?” I’m a pastor of a church but I said, “Oh, 
just stuff.”  
 
He said, “What do you mean?” 
 
I said, “You know, a little here and a little there.” He said, “Well, what do you do?”  
 
I didn’t want to tell him. I didn’t want to witness to him. I had two hours and I wanted to show kindness to him, 
but I didn’t want to talk to him about God. He looked down and saw my Bible. He said, “What’s that?”  
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I said, “A book.” 
 
He opened it up and I had it all marked up. He said, “My goodness. Have you read this thing a lot?” I was so 
close to saying it was my brother’s but I said yes. He said, “Why?”  
 
I said, “I like it. You know.”  
 
He said, “How do you know God?”  
 
I was really in a bind. I made a commitment that I wasn’t going to witness anymore. I was mad at the Lord. I 
said, “You know, through Jesus.”  
 
He said, “Can I know God?”  
 
I said, “Sure.” Actually, now that I recall, there were two of them. There was one primary man doing the 
talking. They were on their way to Colorado to kill someone who stole drugs from them. They were going to 
murder him. I didn’t know about that until about two or three years later, because both of them got converted in 
the car that night. They came back and lived with me for about two or three years. The one man was talking and 
said, “Can we know God?”  
 
The other one said, “What?”  
 
The first one said, “No, this is amazing. Look at his Bible.” Just because I put a lot of marks in it, somehow it 
struck him.  
 
I tell you, I led them both to the Lord that night. I kept saying, “I’ve got some friends you can talk to…”  
 
They said, “No, tell us what happened to you.” I was trying to hold this one out and I led them both to the Lord. 
They got powerfully converted and they lived a couple of years with us in a discipleship setting. Actually, they 
lived in my house. They led groups and so forth. I have a number of those stories over the years of times when I 
was really, really in one of those difficult ways. David’s story is a little more intense. Again, he caused the 
murder of a city. I won’t tell you the sins I did that depressed me. I’m not even going to tell you that part of it. 
It’s just the stuff that you do, so you can think of it that way.  
 
1 Samuel 23:5: “The Lord struck them with a mighty blow” (paraphrased). I’ve seen the mighty of blow of the 
Lord, relative speaking. Of course, bring it way down to our little lives and what we’re accustomed to. I’m 
using the phrase “mighty blow” in a very, very limited context to describe when I’ve been in the most difficult 
places in the Lord, in other words not feeling anything. I don’t just mean that He used me. It’s more than just 
the fact that He used me. It’s that He was romancing my heart when I was absolutely in a difficult position. I got 
to the place where I was hurting. I didn’t want to go forward. I said, “I don’t want to do it right now. I don’t 
want to do this. I’ll do it later. I don’t want to do it right now, and He used me in power.” I have quite a few 
other stories like that. 
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DAVID LAYS ASIDE HIS DESPAIR AND SELF-CONDEMNATION 
David lays aside his self-pity in 1 Samuel 23:5. He lays aside his condemnation. The burden he has for the 600 
men who are afraid, he brings them into the faith with him. I think this is an astounding story, the story of 
Keilah in 1 Samuel 23. When you look at it in the context of David’s life at this time, at the city of Nob, the lies, 
the cave of Adullam, the depression, having no friends, and crushed in spirit, all these things it makes you really 
want to go back to Psalm 142 and find out in Psalm 57 exactly what David did to connect for the victory here in 
1 Samuel 23. David said, “I am a green olive tree” last week in Psalm 52:8. It’s flowing with oil.  
 
SAUL THINKS THE LORD HAS DELIVERED DAVID INTO HIS HANDS 
Abiathar was the only surviving priest, and by default he was therefore the high priest. “Now it happened, when 
Abiathar…fled to David at Keilah, that he went down with an ephod in his hand. And Saul was told that David 
had gone to Keilah” (1 Sam. 23:6-7). Look at this religious language. He has no discernment; he interprets 
everything wrong. “God has delivered him into my hands, for he has shut himself in by entering a town that has 
gates and bars” (v. 7b). David had entered into a walled city where there’s only a front door. There was no back 
door. Saul said, “I know Keilah. I know the city well. I’ve been there. David is on the inside of the city? With 
3,000 men I can surround the city. He can’t escape. He’s finished. This is good news. God has delivered him.” 
Look at that, absolutely no discernment.  
 
“Saul called all the people together for war” (1 Sam. 23:8). “All the people” means the 3,000 warriors 
especially assigned to assassinate David, to kill him. They went down to Keilah to besiege David.  
 
Here is my question: why did they not go down to Keilah when the Philistines were attacking Keilah? Saul 
didn’t want to fight with the Philistines, but he takes 3,000 men to go to war against David. He won’t go to war 
and help that city against the Philistines.  
 
If I were that city, I would have some slight misgivings about Saul. He has this new energy to come visit the 
city. When they were being attacked, he had no resolve to go.  
 
“DAVID KNEW THAT SAUL PLOTTED EVIL AGAINST HIM” 
“David knew that Saul plotted evil against him” (1 Sam. 23:9). He told Abiathar the priest, “Bring the ephod 
here with the Urim and the Thummim”—again, those two stones that were in the pockets of the ephod, this 
linen garment.  
 
Then David said, “O Lord God of Israel, Your servant has certainly heard that Saul seeks to come to Keilah to 
destroy the city for my sake. Will the men of Keilah deliver me into his hands? Will Saul come down, as Your 
servant has heard?” (1 Sam. 23:10-11). The rumors have come around to David. You know, some people in the 
land still love him. “I pray Thee O God, please tell me.” 
 
God answers, “Saul will come down to Keilah.” 
 
David asks, “Will the men of Keilah deliver me in to the hands of Saul? I just defeated the Philistines. Surely 
there’s a little gratitude in their hearts.” 
 
The Lord says, “No, the men will betray you.” 
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FEAR FOR THEIR OWN SAFETY AND THE LUST FOR GOLD 
“So David and his men, about six hundred, arose and departed from Keilah. Then it was told Saul that David 
had escaped from Keilah; so he halted the expedition” (1 Sam. 23:13). This is another bizarre experience. He 
might have been in Keilah for maybe a couple of weeks. It’s hard to know because he’s fighting many a 
skirmish with the Philistines. He’s risking his life. He has obviously endeared himself to the people. In a couple 
of weeks of warfare, relationships undoubtedly have been established. This city decides to betray David after he 
had risked his life. David says, “Every time I turn around, it goes badly. Why would they betray me?”  
 
For two reasons. One: because of the massacre of the city of Nob, and that’s why God massacred the priests, to 
put fear in all the cities who would help him. They were afraid of Saul’s wrath.  
 
Two: Saul would give them a financial reward if they helped him. Fear for their own safety and lust for their 
own gain. They said, “David, it’s really great having you here, but we need the money and we can’t afford 
Saul’s anger.” They just betrayed him. Imagine! “Here we go again…” Kicked out of the king’s court, running 
out in the wilderness, Jonathan, back and forth in the court, he lies, the city is massacred, the cave of Adullam, 
depression, he recovers, he goes to Keilah, the depression, and now the hint of this wholesale abandoning 
betrayal of him after he has risked his own life on their behalf. Again, he has been there for weeks. He didn’t 
just meet them one day and say hi. He has been laboring with them in war. It could have been a month. It’s hard 
to know how long it took for the news to get to Saul and then for Saul to come down and for David to defeat the 
Philistines there.  
 
“David stayed in the strongholds in the wilderness, and remained in the mountains in the wilderness of Ziph” (1 
Sam. 23:14)—meaning in the caves. One more thing about Keilah I think is interesting is that David wanted to 
save the city again. He saved the city by going to Keilah against the Philistines. Now he saved it by departing. It 
was David’s heart to save the city. He maintained his integrity even though he stumbled and fumbled.  
 
“SAUL SOUGHT HIM EVERY DAY” 
“Saul sought him every day, but God did not deliver him into his hand” (1 Sam. 23:14). We’re talking about an 
unrelenting attack, day in and day out, day in and day out. If that happened in the place of employment, it would 
overwhelm us. Imagine the person in the office, whether they’re under us, beside us, or over us, pummeling you 
with unrelenting rumors, attacking and barraging your character. This was far more intense. They wanted to kill 
David. Now you understand a little of what David has been through. What you really need to understand is that 
this is how God trains a worshiping warrior king. This is what God does in His seminary.  
 
GOD IS GIVING DAVID A HISTORY IN DELIVERANCE AND FAITHFULNESS 
Some of us say, “Lord, what’s the deal?”  
 
The Lord says, “I want you to discover who I am.” That’s what’s going on with David. He’s causing David to 
gain a history in God of God’s faithfulness so that David knows it was God who delivered him. He has this 
history of watching God intervene, and so David’s confidence in the Lord is bolstered. God wants David to 
realign his soul through pain. Every time the pain comes, He wants him to go through this. “Why am I even 
doing this, God? Because You’ve called me. You love me. I love You. Therefore I’m successful.” David would 
have to realign his soul to the pressure in these constant new situations that were always happening. God 
wanted David to walk in the humility, meekness, and tenderness of this struggle. Struggle causes tenderness and 
compassion to enter our hearts. Struggle causes us to realign our hearts with God. Struggle causes us to have 
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opportunities where God gives us miracles and breakthroughs. The miracles are where God breaks in and settles 
the thing for us in a manner that has meaning to us. Those are like trophies of the grace of God in our own 
private life in the Lord.  
 
JONATHAN APPEARS AND STRENGTHENS HIS HAND IN GOD 
Ziph is also in Judah, by the way. Ziph is right in the area. “So David saw that Saul had come out to seek his 
life. And David was in the wilderness of Ziph in a forest” (1 Sam. 23:15). Then Jonathan appears for his last 
visit. “Then Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went to David in the woods and strengthened his hand in God” (v. 
16). He went to David in the wood and strengthened his hand in God. This is a very interesting verse. How can 
Jonathan find David but no one else can? Jonathan finds David just like that! It’s possible that David is in a 
position where he can see Saul’s army maneuvering. He sees Jonathan over there by himself and he knows 
Jonathan is looking for him. That’s why he’s alone, and maybe he sends a man to bring Jonathan to him. It’s 
interesting to watch the commentators try to sort this one out. My theory is that he saw him from a high position 
and sent a man and said, “Come on in.” Jonathan spoke the Word of the Lord to him and strengthened him. He 
said, “Do not fear, for the hand of Saul my father shall not find you. You shall be king over Israel, and I shall be 
next to you. Even my father knows that” (v. 17).  
 
Jonathan said, “I want you to know I’m in the inner counsels. My dad knows that you’re the anointed of the 
Lord, and so does the entire court.” We learn some years later that Abner, the high commander and the general 
of the army, says, “We always knew that you were the anointed one.”  
 
David says, “Then why did you not stand with me?” 
 
“Well, Saul would be really mad. We had to try to kill you. Sorry! We knew you were God’s chosen.” Just 
think of what David has to go through with all this information. He looks at Jonathan and says, “Your dad 
knows that I’m the anointed?”  
 
He says, “Yes, he really does. I know you’re going to prevail.” The two of them made a covenant. It’s the same 
covenant that they made before; they’re reestablishing it.  
 
YOU KNOW WHAT THE TRUTH IS, BUT YOU WON’T STAND AND FIGHT 
This verse leaves me feeling funny, because Jonathan is prophesying to David the truth. Jonathan is speaking 
the word of the Lord. But Jonathan doesn’t have enough grace to stand with David and break his alliance with 
Saul and his evil rage against the anointed of the Lord. I believe with all my heart that it was God’s will for 
Jonathan to look at his father and say, “No, I’m standing with David.” I believe that our loyalty is first to the 
Lord and second to relationships. It’s my personal conviction that it was a failure of Jonathan, and he dies in the 
wilderness with unsanctified mercy and unsanctified loyalty towards his father. He dies in the wilderness and he 
should have been reigning next to David for forty years with David, but he never could pull away from the 
apron strings of his father. He had enough insight to prophesy the word of the Lord. He had enough insight to 
ask David for a covenant, because he knew who David was. He was loyal to David but only inasmuch as it 
didn’t disrupt his welfare. When it began to infringe upon his lifestyle, his loyalty had a line. He wouldn’t chase 
David as Saul did, but neither would he stand with David under pressure. I’ve heard several sermons over the 
years about Jonathan and how good he was. Jonathan bugs me, to be honest. I’ve seen men like that over the 
years. They have the word of the Lord; they have the understanding; but they’ll not stand in the pressure. Don’t 
be a Jonathan. Anyway, this is the last time they see each other. Jonathan dies, as far as I’m concerned, 
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prematurely, and out of the will of God on Mount Gilboa against the Philistines. He should never have died at 
the hand of the Philistines. God has anointed David to defeat the Philistines, and Jonathan is in covenant with 
the man anointed to defeat the Philistines. Then the Philistines kill Jonathan. Jonathan shouldn’t have been 
killed. Don’t be a Jonathan. You have revelation and understanding and all the good relationships, but you can’t 
quite take a stand when the heat is on. That’s a little sub-theme that the writer of 1 Samuel fits in here.  
 
“IS DAVID NOT HIDING WITH US IN THE STRONGHOLDS IN THE WOODS?” 
“Then the Ziphites came up to Saul at Gibeah” (1 Sam. 23:19). Of course that was the capital, and it was up in 
the north. They said, “Is David not hiding with us in the strongholds in the woods?” (ibid). The Ziphites dwelt 
really close to Keilah; they sent messengers up to the capital, to Gibeah, and said, “Hey, we found him. What 
will you give us?” They were going to get a reward. That’s not said here, but every time Saul does something, 
he always gives a reward. It’s his standard. “Therefore, O king, come down according to all the desire of your 
soul… and our part shall be to deliver him into the king’s hands (v. 20).  
 
“And Saul said, ‘Blessed are you of the Lord, for you have compassion on me’” (1 Sam. 23:21). I can’t stand 
the language. Remember back in 1 Samuel 22, he’s under the tree and he says, “No one cares about me.” King 
Saul is here with 3,000 men at his disposal for the sole purpose of chasing a fugitive. He says, “You really do 
have compassion on me.” This is victim language to the max. “I am told he is very crafty” (v. 22). He says, “Go 
make sure this is so, but don’t tell anyone you told me. Get it clear. He’s really, really crafty.” Then he says, 
“See therefore and take knowledge of all the lurking places where he hides; and come back to me and with 
certainty, and I will go with you” (v. 23). Saul concludes, “And it shall be, if he is in the land, that I will search 
for him throughout all the lands of Judah” (ibid). “I’ll find him if he’s down there. I want to get this over with.”  
 
“So they arose and went to Ziph before Saul. But David and his men were in the wilderness of Maon” (1 Sam. 
23:24)—all in the same area. “Saul and his men went to seek him” (v. 25). Then the people told David, “Saul 
has been informed. He has been tipped off by the Ziphites and they’re coming after you, all 3,000 soldiers.” 
“Therefore he went down to the rock, and stayed in the wilderness of Maon” (v. 25). Saul heard it, and he 
pursued him in the wilderness there. 
 
“Then Saul went on one side of the mountain, and David and his men on the other side of the mountain. So 
David made haste to get away, for Saul and his men were encircling David and his men to take them” (1 Sam. 
23:26).  They took and had him all surrounded. David said, “Oh, no! How did this happen?” Panic strikes his 
heart.  
 
THE PHILISTINES PRESENT A TIMELY INTERRUPTION 
A messenger comes running to Saul saying, “Hurry!” (1 Sam. 23:27). I can see the man out of breath crying, 
“Saul, hurry, hurry! Come, the Philistines have invaded the land up north around your house. They’re burning 
the villages. They’re destroying everything.”  
 
Saul says, “Oh, how could this happen to me?” He had to return from pursuing David. He had him surrounded 
and the whole bit. Again, look at David’s life. The Ziphites betray him. The men of Keilah betray him. He has 
this fresh victory. He’s encircled in the wilderness of Maon and the divine breakthrough comes in. Look at the 
number of ways in which Saul is coming after David, and the spirit of prophecy comes on him and they can’t 
attack. Saul is coming after David, and Jonathan intercedes and tells David. Then David goes somewhere else. 
Saul is coming after David, and David’s wife Michal lies and David escapes. There are probably about fifteen 
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total incidents; once I went and wrote down all the times where David escaped. They’re all as diverse as 
imaginable. The Lord is saying, “I have as much creativity as the stars I have made. I can do it any way I want, 
because Saul is like a little puppet to Me. I can do anything with Saul. David, Saul isn’t your problem. Your 
problem is that you’re called to be king of Israel and I’m jealous for you. I’m training you. Saul isn’t your 
problem, David. I’ve shown you in every way imaginable that I can stop Saul. Saul isn’t My problem. Saul isn’t 
Your problem. The issue at hand, David, is that I’m giving you a history in Me. I’m causing you to realign your 
heart in Me. I’m creating meekness and tenderness in you so that you can be a good king for the nation in the 
future.”  
 
A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF PSALM 54 
Let’s just go for a few brief moments to Psalm 54. It’s a very short psalm. The title says, “A contemplation of 
David when the Ziphites went and said to Saul, ‘Is David not hiding with us?’” That’s what it says right under 
Psalm 54 in the inscription up there. Here’s the outline: Psalm 54:1-3 is David’s prayer for help. This opens 
David’s heart in what he was thinking and feeling. Psalm 54:1-3 is the prayer for help. Psalm 54:4-5 is his 
confidence. Psalm 54:6-7 is his voluntary love or his gratitude. It’s his praise that’s actually based in gratitude. 
That’s what it’s. I like to call it his voluntary love. It’s the praise he has, but it’s rooted in his gratitude. I like the 
inscription, “Is David not hiding with us?” It’s as though it was a really righteous and loyal thing for them to go 
to the king. “David is hiding with us!” and the king pats them on the back. “You’ve shown me compassion. 
You’re good men.” That became like a little motto to them. “We’re the ones who helped the king!” Guys, that’s 
going to show up at the judgment seat of Christ. I don’t think you really want that little banner hanging over 
your town. It was a phrase that became well known in the community at that time. They were the ones who 
stood for the king.  
 
ALL THE ORDEALS DAVID HAS SUFFERED WILL BE SUDDENLY REVERSED 
Again, remember David’s ordeal here: kicked out of the court, the lies at the city of Nob, faking insanity before 
Achish king of Gath, the depression at Adullam, the betrayal at Keilah, the betrayal from the Ziphites, the 
trauma that he experienced encircled by 3,000 men and about to be killed. Suddenly, at the last minute, at five 
minutes till midnight, he’s delivered. I mean, David is saying, “Lord, just give me one easy month. That’s all 
I’m asking for, just one.” Imagine all of that in three or four months. Imagine the state of this man’s heart. The 
varied situations of David’s life God has used as instruction for the saints. It’s interesting that David is trapped 
in 1 Samuel 23, betrayed by Keilah, betrayed by the Ziphites, and trapped around the wilderness of Maon. In 1 
Samuel 24 everything is going to be reversed. Saul will go into a cave and fall asleep in the one David is lurking 
in. David will have Saul at the end of his spear. Everything will be reversed in the next chapter. David doesn’t 
know this, but God knows it. It’s all written in God’s book. David doesn’t know that in 1 Samuel 24, Saul is 
going to be on the end of his spear in just a couple of weeks or a month or two—who knows?  
 
“SAVE ME, O GOD, BY YOUR NAME, AND VINDICATE ME BY YOUR STRENGTH” 
“Save me, O God, by Your name, and vindicate me by Your strength” (Ps. 54:1). The issue on David’s mind is, 
of course, the issue of Saul. It’s the issue of being accused falsely. “Vindicate my name. Set the record straight. 
Don’t let these lies go around everywhere that I caused the city to be slaughtered because I did evil against 
Saul.” The city of Nob was slaughtered because he lied, but the rumors about David were spreading across the 
whole nation. It was really bad. He said, “Lord, I’m in such a mess. There’s no way out anywhere. Everyone is 
mad at me in the whole nation. Vindicate me! Set the record straight. Somehow cause things to turn and 
establish me again.” That’s what he’s saying. It’s a massive prayer he’s asking for here.  
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David says, “…by Your name.” It’s a return to Psalm 27 when David says, “Lord, help me, help me, help me,” 
and the Lord says, “Seek My face.” David says, “Your face, O God, I will seek” (Ps. 27:8-9). God is constantly 
bringing David to the knowledge of His name and to the personality of God. It’s the name, which means the 
face of God, His personality. David is interacting with the Person of who God is. He’s not just some mechanical 
saving power. There’s a real person, a God who is saying, “Seek My face. Seek My name, David.” Those are 
synonymous concepts. “I will set the record straight in time; not that you’ll always have the record straight on 
the earth, but I’ll judge between you and I’ll change things in My season.” 
 
THE LORD DELIGHTS IN THE TIMES WHEN WE WRESTLE WITH HIM 
“Hear my prayer, O God, and give ear to the words of my mouth” (Ps. 54:2). There’s the time when David 
wrestles in prayer. We read those verses and think, “Well, OK.” No, beloved, Psalm 54:2 is like a serious verse. 
It’s not like something he just whispered on the way. This is the principle. He puts the name of the Lord in front 
of it in Psalm 54:1. He goes through the wrestling match in prayer. There’s a wrestling match in prayer. God 
first lays hold of you and lets you lay hold of Him. God first draws you and says, “Now wrestle with Me and I’ll 
let you pin Me to the mat.” Michael Sullivant had a dream. It was a very powerful dream that he was a little 
boy. He was wrestling his father. He pinned his father, and Mike was only about six years in the dream, but he 
dreamt it as an adult and it went back to when he was six. He pinned his father. His father was smiling. Then the 
Lord spoke to him that his father had great joy in letting his young son pin him. The Lord said, “And I have 
great joy when I let you wrestle Me and pin Me, but I want you to wrestle with Me. I want you to go through 
the wrestling match in prayer. I won’t just do it. I want you to wrestle with Me.”  
 
Psalm 54:2 is essential. We say, “Well no, we just want Psalm 54:1. We want to put the name of the Lord. We 
want to meditate on the attributes of God,” which we’re going to look at in the next session. We have the name 
of God before us. Now we wrestle through. There’s that wrestling match. It sometimes takes weeks, and 
months, and even years. Some of you say, “Ugh!” The wrestling match flows out of the revelation of His name. 
You never, ever persevere in wrestling in Psalm 54:2 unless you have an accurate view of the beauty of God, 
the name of God in Psalm 54:1. Look at Psalm 27, where he describes gazing on the beauty of the Lord, and 
that’s the very psalm where God says, “Seek My face when you’re in trouble.”  
 
David said, “No, help my circumstances.”  
 
God said, “No, seek My face. Look at My beauty,” and that’s what strengthens us to wrestle.  
 
NEW CIRCUMSTANCES BRING NEW ENEMIES AND NEW REVELATION 
He complains in Psalm 54:3: “Strangers have risen up against me, and oppressors.” The strangers are Saul and 
his court. The strangers are the men of Keilah. The strangers are the men of Ziph. He knew them all, but he 
says, “These are men who are opposed to me, they’re not friends. They’re strangers. They’re not my friends.” 
He’s talking directly, because he’s writing this from the time when they’re chasing him at Ziph. New enemies 
keep appearing. In every new circumstance there’s a new set of enemies, but there’s a new revelation of God 
with every new set of enemies and every new circumstance. New circumstances bring new enemies. New 
enemies bring new breakthroughs, new understanding, and new experiences in the Lord. 
 
“THEY HAVE NOT SET GOD BEFORE THEM” 
David says at the end of Psalm 54:3, “They have not set God before them” (Ps. 54:3). 
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David disassociates himself in some ways. He says, “I don’t take it personally. Their problem and the reason 
why they’re so fearful and are willing to sell me off for a buck is because they don’t fear the Lord.” He says, 
“Really, it’s about You and them, God. It’s not about me and them.”  
 
Saul says, “No one has pity on me.”  
 
David says, “It’s not about me and these men betraying me. They don’t know God. That’s why they betray.” 
David had the ability to truly ascertain what the problem was.  
 
“BEHOLD, GOD IS MY HELPER” 
Here comes the great statement, in the fourth verse, and we’re going to find this in the next session as well. It 
comes at a great time: “Behold, God is my helper.” He’s wrestling in prayer in Psalm 54:2-3 and then there’s a 
selah at the end of Psalm 54:3. There’s a pause. Then suddenly, “Behold, God…” There’s a breakthrough of 
God in his soul, that fresh anointing of the Lord. He sees God as the helper of his soul. Remember, he’s at Ziph, 
and all this long list of things has happened against him. The wrestling match brings us into a new revelation. 
Again, we meditate in Psalm 54:1 on the name of God, and that’s good. We like that. We grow weary of the 
wrestling match. But I tell you when you wrestle, “Behold, God,” a new awareness, a new breakthrough, and a 
new spirit of revelation begins to break through in the midst of our pain and struggle. Beloved, I don’t care what 
any of us is going through. No one has gone through what David did in the three months before he wrote that. 
When he said, “Behold, God is my helper,” this was real to him. This isn’t just some mechanical doctrine. 
Enemies are everywhere, but he sees God as outnumbering his enemies, outsmarting his enemies, and 
overpowering them. He says, “God, You are far more powerful than my enemies.” When the soul of a believer 
says, “Behold, God, He is my helper,” beloved that’s when life begins to take on a whole new flavor.  
 
“God is my champion. I’m not mad at the Ziphites. I’m not mad at the men of Keilah. I’m not mad at Saul. God 
is my champion. I don’t need those men to vote for me. God is my champion.” That’s what kept David free 
from bitterness. He found a new revelation, “Behold, God,” and he found a new champion. He didn’t need the 
pastor to say yes or no about him being important. He had a new champion. That champion dwelt in the 
heavens. His name is Jesus. “He knows me and I know Him. Behold, that’s where I stand before Him. I don’t 
have to go around and get everyone’s approval on the earth.” What a powerful reality. With this kind of reality, 
he could be a good king. You get a leader with that reality, and he doesn’t have to be political. He doesn’t have 
to fear in a crisis. The problem with leadership today is because there’s so little experiential knowledge of God, 
when the crisis comes, it’s so easy for us to kick into the political spirit mode, the fear of man mode, and to start 
moving in the realm of the human. 
 
GOD WILL REMOVE YOUR ENEMY; YOUR HEART WILL SOAR AGAIN 
“Behold, God and the God that I’m beholding is my helper.” There are two things. One, the revelation of God, 
and number two, the revelation of God as a helper. “He will repay my enemies for their evil” (Ps. 54:5).  
“There’s a time when the enemies will be defeated,” is the point. The enemies will be defeated. There are lots of 
sub-thoughts under, “He will repay my enemies.” In this context, the enemies are defeated. Victory is shining in 
his soul. “Victory, the enemy that always plagues me, won’t always be there.” It could be a relational problem. 
It could be a financial problem. It could be a healing problem. It could be a ministry barrenness problem. It 
could be a whole lot of people against you problem. But behold, God will remove the enemy. Your heart will 
soar in the Lord again.  
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He says this in Psalm 54:6. It’s so good. We’ll end in Psalm 27:6. At the very end he says, “O God, I praise 
Your name, for it is good.” He discovered that goodness again. It sounds like Psalm 52 and 57. “Oh, You’re 
good. Oh, the name of God is good. You treat me well.”  
 
Someone might have said, “Treat you well?” One group says, “Well, number one, you lied andn had that whole 
city slaughtered. You acted like a madman before a Achish. You don’t deserve good treatment.”  
 
Another man says, “Treat you well? They delivered you in Keilah. They betrayed you at Ziph. They encircled 
you.”  
 
David says, “Yes, but the Lord is with me, you guys.”  
 
They say, “David, you have a weird view of life.” One group was mad that he had confidence in the Lord, 
because he should have been in probation for all his mistakes. The other group thought he was living in denial 
because he had joy. He connected with the goodness of God even before everything was settled.  
 
Look at Psalm 54:6. He says, “I will freely sacrifice to you.” That’s the freewill offering. That’s the offering 
above and beyond that which is required. He makes a commitment to the Lord. “I will give You voluntary love. 
I will give You that which You haven’t even asked for. I will give You out of the overflow of my gratitude 
because of the discovery of Your goodness.”  
 
Amen. Let’s stand.  
 
MINISTRY TIME 
Lord, we love You. O God, we say, “Behold, God.” Lord, we want to put the name of the Lord before us. We 
want to go through the wrestling match. Lord, we say that even those we know all those people, even though we 
know them, they treat us like strangers. They betray us. That’s not really the problem. The problem is that they 
don’t really fear You. They don’t really honor what You’re about. That’s okay. We release them. Behold, our 
God. My champion has appeared before me by the spirit of revelation. My heart is strengthened. Behold, my 
champion says that He will help me in due time. I love You. I will offer free sacrifices. Lord, I will give to You 
the freewill offering. I will willingly give You more than You’ve ever asked from me because of gratitude. We 
thank you in the name of Jesus. Amen and amen.  
 


