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Empowered by the Divine Embrace, Part 2 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Paul is calling the church at Colossi to renewal. Last week we were taking one little sub-department of the idea 
of renewal and we were focusing on the word repentance. Repentance is a part of being renewed. Repentance 
doesn’t cover the entire spectrum of what renewal suggests, but repentance is one little part of it. Paul is giving 
us his strategy, or his theology, or his methodology, if you will, of how the human heart is renewed, and how 
it’s brought to repentance, or how it’s motivated, or how it’s made happy in God. Use whatever phrase you 
want there for renewal; they all mean basically the same thing. Whether you’re thinking of your own life, or 
whether you’re thinking of the life of someone to whom you want to minister, you’re in need of renewal. We 
need to have deeper repentance. We need more profound motivation. We need our spirit invigorated by the 
Lord. Those are the ideas that fall under the banner of the context of the word renewal. 
 
Paul is telling us how renewal occurs from God’s point of view. There are many models in people’s thinking of 
how renewal occurs. He gives a very surprising statement. He says renewal comes from knowledge. Renewal, 
or the renewing of the heart, or the encouragement of the heart, the motivation to repent, the perseverance to 
obey in hardship, etc., all these things are rooted in the idea of receiving revelation, knowledge from the Holy 
Spirit. I’m using all these terms synonymously. There are many ways we try to motivate people, but there’s no 
way more effective than knowledge about two particular areas. This isn’t a comprehensive theology; this isn’t 
Paul’s entire doctrine of how the inward man is renewed. Paul is going to the two most fundamental areas of 
knowledge, the two primary renewing truths, in the kingdom of God. 
 
RENEWED ACCORDING TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE IMAGE OF GOD 
Number one: he says we’re renewed according to the knowledge of the image of Him. The Him speaks of God. 
The first thing that renews the inner man is the knowledge of the image of God. You can put the word 
personality there. We’re renewed in the inner man by the knowledge of the personality of God. There’s nothing 
that will renew your heart, that will motivate you to obey, that will give you power to persevere, nothing that 
will be as effective in your life, in your experience, as when God, the Holy Spirit, gives you knowledge of God 
the Father, or God the Son, through the written Word of God.  
 
THE REALM OF OUR GREATEST NEED IS THE REALM WHERE WE’RE LACKING THE MOST 
This is a very important thing to define, for all of us are seeking to have our lives renewed. All of us are seeking 
how we can be more invigorated in the Lord; how we can be more strengthened in the inward man. The way 
that God created us was to put a bias in our spirit. He created us so that the revealing of Himself is what 
motivates us more than anything else. That’s not surprising, is it? The Creator so fashioned the heart of the 
creature that the heart of His creation is awakened in power by the unveiling of Himself. It’s the very 
knowledge of the Creator given to the creature that makes the creature alive, and invigorated, and renewed. 
 
The reason why it’s really important to understand that we have been designed this way by God is that I don’t 
think there’s any area that has a greater deficiency in the Body of Christ than the subject of the knowledge of 
the personality of God. On one hand, it’s the area that motivates us; it’s the area that empowers us the most 
effectively, but on the other hand, it’s the area where there’s the greatest deficiency in the Body of Christ right 
now.  
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Why is it that the most powerfully motivating thing is the most neglected, and least adhered to, issue in the 
Body of Christ? That gives living testimony to the fact that there’s a living devil. The devil knows that when the 
creature, the human heart, is in contact with the knowledge of the Creator, and the knowledge of who God is in 
the vast array of it, then the heart comes alive. What does the devil do? He distorts in our understanding the 
knowledge of who God is (2 Cor. 4:4). He knows that if he can distort in your thinking what God is like, then 
your heart won’t be renewed. There are many ways he does this, but we won’t go into them this morning. He 
knows that you’ll be invigorated. He knows that something resonates deep within you when you come into 
contact with the specific information about the personality of God. He distorts it. 
 
What I want to say to you is that in the quest to throw off spiritual lethargy, in the quest to lay aside spiritual 
passivity and dullness, you should consider the issue of the knowledge of God Himself, as revealed in the Word 
of God. The average, sincere believer who really loves God, the average sincere believer I encounter, doesn’t 
read the Word of God with any kind of regularity. They’ll read it in a church meeting; they’ll come to a 
meeting, open their Bible, and read a few verses. Every now and then they’ll read a Christian book. 
Occasionally they’ll open the Bible and read for fifteen or twenty minutes. There’s a tremendous resource 
available for the Body of Christ, in God the Holy Spirit revealing God the Father and God the Son through the 
written Word of God to our hearts; but the average believer, again, doesn’t really bring his heart into contact 
with the knowledge of God.  
The most powerful influence is the most neglected issue in the Body of Christ. 
 
I want to encourage you that we can cast off our lethargy and our passivity in a very natural way. It’s a naturally 
supernatural way of bringing our heart into contact specifically with who God is. That’s the number one issue: 
the knowledge of God. We’ll work on this more specifically in the weeks ahead. We’ll look at different aspects 
of the personality of God. We’ll focus on what God is like. He has much diversity in His personality. I assure 
you, your heart was fashioned and formed in such a way that you’ll come alive when you contact this 
knowledge of God by the Holy Spirit. When it touches you, something inside you says yes. This is what will 
help us to repent like nothing else. 
 
To preach on renewal, or on a sub-department of renewal called repentance, without bringing people to the 
knowledge of what God is like, fosters a repentance that’s external and superficial. The deepest kind of renewal 
will always take place in the context of the human heart discovering what God is like. I mean repentance here, 
for we’re applying repentance to this one avenue of renewal. Outside of that context, that repentance, I don’t 
think it will be very deep; or at least, it won’t be long term. We’re simply made in such a way as to need the 
knowledge of what God is like in order to function rightly. Again, it’s not an accident that this is the number 
one deficiency in the Body of Christ. 
 
RENEWED IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF YOUR SPIRITUAL IDENTITY IN CHRIST JESUS 
That’s not the only thing that Paul says renews us in Colossians 3:10. It’s not only the image of Him who 
created us; it’s also the image of the one who was created by God. It’s the image of God, and it’s the image of 
the one made new in Christ Jesus. It’s our spiritual image in redemption in Jesus Christ, our spiritual identity. 
There are two primary renewing truths in Colossians 3:10. The number one renewing truth is the knowledge of 
the image of God, the knowledge of the personality of God. This is what I’ve just talked about for five or ten 
minutes. The second renewing truth is the knowledge of your spiritual identity. It’s the knowledge of the one 
God created in Christ Jesus. It’s who you are in Christ.  
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It’s your spiritual identity, not your natural identity. Your natural identity is how men define you. Your natural 
identity is the fact that you’re important by virtue of how much money you have, or your position, or what you 
look like, or who you know, or how much you’ve accomplished, or your gifts and abilities, and the people who 
associate with you and endorse you, etc. That’s your identity according to your natural man. We, by nature, live 
out of our natural identity. God wants us to live in the knowledge of our spiritual identity. He wants us to know 
what we look like to Him. He wants us to know how He defines us. 
 
By nature we live by how men define us. In the natural, we live by what we look like to men. If people like us, 
if people promote us, if people are pleased with us, or if we have good gifts and abilities that people appreciate, 
we feel successful. By nature we live out of the power of our natural identity. The problem is that there are all 
sorts of snares and pits and traps that come from living that way. We live by what we look like to people. We 
live by how people define us. It’s very natural.  
 
But when we become born again, there’s another set of realities that become true of us. There’s another set of 
definitions. There’s a companion to Colossians 3:10, in Ephesians 4:24. The more studious among you can jot 
that down. Again, it’s a companion principle and passage where Paul adds a few more phrases which are very 
profound. He lets us know in Colossians 3:10 that he’s talking about who we are in Christ, not who we are in 
the natural. It’s the knowledge of who we are in Christ that renews us. There’s a tremendous pull for us to live 
by our natural identity. The only way we will be invigorated and renewed is if we live by our spiritual identity: 
if we live by how God defines us, not by how people define us. If we live by what we look like to God, and not 
what we look like to people, if we see ourselves as God sees us instead of seeing ourselves as people see us, 
then our hearts will be renewed. 
 
That’s one paragraph that’s a summary of how Paul the apostle says the heart, the inward man, the emotions, 
are made powerful. We will never, ever, have powerful, bold, consistent emotions that sustain us in 
righteousness if we live by what we look like to people. That’s what we’re all prone to do. It takes some work; 
it takes some reprogramming from the Logos, the Word of God, to get us to live by new definitions, to get us to 
live by new realities, to get us to be filled with the knowledge of the one God created in Christ Jesus, which is 
our spiritual identity. 
 
OUR EMOTIONS ARE TRANSFORMED BY CONFIDENCE IN GOD’S LOVE 
Let me sum up this series, which will be more than three messages. I’ll stay on this for some time, if the Lord is 
willing. In summary, we’re renewed by two things: one, the knowledge of the image of God, and two, the 
knowledge of who we are in God. 
 
I’ll say that again. We’re renewed by the knowledge of two different areas of truth: one, the knowledge of what 
God is like, and two, the knowledge of what we look like to God. When we know what God is like, and we 
know what we look like to God because of Jesus, something powerful erupts in a glorious way on the inside. 
Our emotions become bold and far more stable. We become more resolute in righteousness. Sin looks much 
more foolish rather than alluring. Righteousness looks more wise and becoming. Holiness appears to be 
excellent and powerful and beautiful. If we live by what we look like to men, when the cool people don’t like 
us, we’re so broken and demoralized that we can hardly face life. If we live out of what we look like to people, 
when our gifts and abilities don’t compare well with someone else’s, we just give up in despair. If we can live 
out of the power of what we look like to God, oh beloved, it really gets powerful on the inside.  
 



EMPOWERED BY THE DIVINE EMBRACE – MIKE BICKLE 
Empowered by the Divine Embrace, Part 2 
Transcript: 05/25/97 Page 4 

 
IHOP–KC Missions Base    www.IHOP.org 

Free Teaching Library    www.MikeBickle.org  

Paul the apostle knew this. There are many things that can contribute to inward renewal. I wrote a paper once 
where I listed twelve different aspects of the grace of God that contribute to renewal in the heart. I’m not saying 
that these two are the only two; I’m saying that these two are the primary two. I can give you ten more issues 
that contribute to how our hearts are encouraged. I assure you from the Word of God, first of all, and from the 
knowledge of the history of God’s servants, and I can tell you from my own limited experience, that when we 
get more knowledge of what God is like, when we get more knowledge of what we look like to God, who He is, 
and who we are in Him, then our heart gets settled. We get bold; we become aggressive in righteousness. 
There’s a resoluteness that’s born in the wake of that revelation in our heart. There’s a resolution that rises up 
by the Word of God in our spirit and says, “I’m God’s! That’s who I am!” It gives a whole new focus, a whole 
new stability to life on planet earth.  
 
That’s one of the great realities of the age to come. We will live in the full awareness of who God is and who 
we are to God. We won’t live by any other definitions than those two in the eternal city. That’s one thing that 
makes the eternal city so powerful, that we live by right definitions. One of the greatest problems in my life is 
that I tend to live by what I look like to people instead of what I look like to God. I don’t know if that’s the 
greatest, but it’s one of the greatest. I would have to stop there and ask myself what’s the greatest. My heart is 
bent that way. There’s a natural propensity for me to go back to the way people view me. I have to interface 
with God, in truth, in the Logos, in the written Word of God, to bring my heart back into contact with this 
knowledge. Then my heart is renewed. Spiritual lethargy is laid aside. Repentance becomes easy. It’s like the 
heart gets moistened. The root of sin seems to be pulled out more easily under the knowledge of the watering of 
those two truths. 
 
My heart is burdened, not just for this body, but for the whole of the kingdom of God, as well as for my own 
life, that the most powerful reality of the knowledge of God is the greatest deficiency in the Body of Christ in 
this hour of history. I say, “God! What are You going to do about this?” 
 
But I feel confident that He’s smiling! He says, “Don’t worry. I will give an unprecedented revelation of My 
Son by the person of the Holy Spirit.”  
 
THERE WILL BE AN UNPRECEDENTED REVELATION OF THE SPLENDOR OF JESUS 
The Holy Spirit is so tenaciously jealous for the Man, Christ Jesus. The Holy Spirit has been saying for some 
time, “Father, is this the hour when I can give an unprecedented revealing of the Son of God?” 
 
One of the most powerful characteristics in the Church in the generation of the Lord’s return will be the Holy 
Spirit, under the Father’s administration, having the authority to give an unprecedented revelation of what Jesus 
Christ is like. Then, in the knowledge of what He’s like, we have a greater capacity to understand what we’re 
like to Him. When we know what He’s like, it’s a lot easier to understand what we’re like to Him, because we 
see this gracious, loving, delightful God who sees us as delightful to Him.  
 
There are many sub-departments to all this thinking, which, again, we will work on, week after week, in the 
days ahead. We’ll stay on this theme for some time, unless the Holy Spirit says something, particularly on a 
Sunday morning, that would get us off this theme. We’re desperately in need of a greater renewal, a greater 
repentance, but only in the context of this. 
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THE UNCREATED GOD IS PURSUING YOU RELENTLESSLY BECAUSE HE LOVES YOU 
I want to go right to the subject of our spiritual identity. I want to give you some summary thoughts, which we 
will unpack in the weeks ahead, of what we look like to God. There are many themes of doctrine on this subject. 
I’m just going to go right to the very top, to the most basic summary sentence that I can come up with. It’s the 
fact that according to our spiritual identity, because we’re loved by God—by the way, this is a staggering 
reality. We’re so used to hearing it that it becomes religious rhetoric. We hear it so much that we’re deaf to it. 
We don’t really understand it. It’s like those bumper stickers, Christmas cards, Easter cards, graduation cards, 
“God loves you” stickers, etc. We see it so much that it doesn’t really do anything to us. There’s nothing more 
staggering than the fact that the uncreated God is on a relentless pursuit of you because He enjoys you, He likes 
you, and He wants you. That’s a staggering reality which I want to really work on presenting to you, more and 
more, from the Word of God. We can have confidence that the Word of God has revealed with great authority 
what God feels like when He looks at us. We will never, ever, be healthy in our self-esteem, or in our 
knowledge of who we are, until we understand this essential beginning of our spiritual identity. We’re pursued, 
desired, and enjoyed by God in Christ Jesus. We were simply created to need this. 
 
I’ve said this many times, that the number one emotional need we have as human beings is the assurance that 
we’re enjoyed by God. This is the assurance that we’re delighted in by God, in Christ Jesus. Or, using another 
word, it’s the assurance that we’re pursued by God. I don’t mean the introductory information. When that 
assurance grabs hold of us, when this thing takes root inside, that I’m enjoyed by God, pursued, delighted in by 
Him, even in my immaturity, because of Jesus, because of the redemption of Jesus, the finished work of the 
Cross, something gets powerfully solidified on the inside of me. I’m still in the process of that growing in me, 
and so are you. We’re all in process in this thing. We have to know that we’re pursued. We have to know that 
we’re enjoyed by God because of who He is, O beloved of God. 
 
I was in Greece the other day and I heard this wonderful story. It was so cute but profoundly true. There was 
this little Greek girl, six years old. She came home from school, and she was telling her mom, “Mommy, 
Demetrius likes me. He likes me. He liked me last year. He likes me this year. He’s bugging me.” 
 
Mommy said, “OK, well, don’t sit by him.”  
 
“But he always sits by me. He pulls my hair. He chases me. He bugs me because he likes me so much.”  
 
Her mom said, “OK.” Then the girl said, “He says I’m going to marry him. Will I marry him?” 
 
Her mom says, “No. You won’t marry him. When he gets older, he’ll marry someone else. As a matter of fact, 
when he gets older, he won’t even want to marry you. You won’t even know about him then. Don’t worry.” 
 
The little girl said, “Mommy, I don’t want to marry him, but I still want him to want to marry me when I get 
older!” 
 
I could go anywhere with that statement. That thing is so wide open, I don’t even know where to go with that. 
The mom said, “My little girl wants Demetrius to want to marry her, but she doesn’t want to marry him!”  
 
I said, “Oh!” As a preacher that’s a very inviting statement, but anyway, here’s the point. In all of natural 
history there have been two women. We realize there are two men before God, Adam, and Jesus Christ—the 



EMPOWERED BY THE DIVINE EMBRACE – MIKE BICKLE 
Empowered by the Divine Embrace, Part 2 
Transcript: 05/25/97 Page 6 

 
IHOP–KC Missions Base    www.IHOP.org 

Free Teaching Library    www.MikeBickle.org  

first Adam, and the last Adam. That’s a little theologically strained, maybe, if you’re new in the Lord. There are 
two men before God in history.  
 
There are also two women before God in history. They both culminate at the end of the age. There’s the 
corporate woman, called the Bride of Christ. There’s also the woman who hates God, called the great harlot, at 
the end of the age. There are two men and two women in history. The corporate woman, the Bride of Christ, is 
made up of males and females. We long that Jesus Christ would want to marry us. There’s something in us that 
totally desires to be pursued by God. We all, both male and female, have the same heart as that little girl. We 
want Him to want to marry us. This is the desire to be enjoyed by God. This is the most essential beginning of 
our spiritual identity, that He does desire us. He wants to marry us; He wants to be with us. He delights in us. 
He pursues us; He enjoys us. 
 
YOU’RE SUCCESSFUL IN LIFE BECAUSE YOU’RE LOVED AND YOU’RE A LOVER 
Again, there are many sub-points to this, but I’m just giving you now a summary statement of our spiritual 
identity. Point number one: we’re loved by God. Point number two: we’re lovers of God. It’s not enough to 
loved by God. That’s not enough, believe it or not, for us to be healthy. You might think, “That ought to be 
enough!” No. We were created like God. We were created to be a lover. It’s not enough to receive love; we will 
never be healthy unless we know that we’re lovers, giving ourselves wholly to God. We may be immature; we 
may struggle, stumble and fall, but the knowledge that we’re loved and that we’re lovers is the essential 
summary of our spiritual identity. That’s the basis, the summary basis, of why we’re successful in this life: that 
we’re loved and we’re lovers.  
 
Again, there’s so much behind each one of these points. In the weeks to come I would like to break it down, 
piece by piece. You have a natural identity, which is the way men define you, the way men see you. You also 
have a spiritual identity, which is the way God defines you, the way God sees you. There are many components, 
but it comes down to this one sentence: you’re successful in life because you’re loved and you’re a lover. 
You’re loved freely by God in Christ Jesus, and you are, in your weakness and in your immaturity, an authentic, 
genuine lover of God.  
 
YOU’RE LOVED AND YOU’RE A LOVER; THAT’S WHY YOU’RE SUCCESSFUL 
This is the most powerful definition of your humanity before God. It’s the essence of who you are. The devil 
comes with his raging accusations, and tells us that God doesn’t, in fact, love us. He accuses God first, and tells 
Him that He doesn’t love us. Then he accuses us by telling us, “You’re not a lover of God. You’re a hopeless 
hypocrite.” In Revelation 12:10, it says that Satan roars with accusations, night and day, day and night. He 
accuses God to our hearts. He says, “He’s not a lover. He doesn’t delight in you. He doesn’t like you.” Then he 
accuses you to your own heart. First, he accuses God to your heart; then he accuses you to your heart. Satan 
accuses, and accuses, and accuses until you end up with a God who doesn’t love you, and you end up with a 
view of yourself as someone who isn’t a lover of God. “You’re a hopeless hypocrite. Therefore, curse God and 
die. You’re a failure anyway.” 
 
God says, “No, the truth of you is simply this in Christ Jesus: you’re loved freely, and you’re a lover. You’re 
already profoundly successful in the presence of God.” 
 
When you compare yourself with six billion people on planet earth, only about 500,000 million of that six 
billion, or about 5 percent, I hope, have said yes to the love of God. Maybe it’s not exactly 5 percent, though it 
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seems like that right now. What percentage it that? You’re all thinking of that. OK. Someone tell me what 
percentage that is so we can get on with it. It’s 8 percent. Thank you. Anyway, out of the six billion people on 
planet earth, did you know that you’re one of the 8 percent of people who actually said yes to the love of God? 
If you were to take all of history, that percentage would be even smaller. You’re one of the few of all history 
who said yes to the love of God. You’ve said, “Yes. I want it. I need it. I accept it, freely.” 
 
Did you know that you’re one of the few people in all of history who have said yes to becoming a lover of 
Christ Jesus? Did you know that if you don’t accomplish a thing in the natural arena, in the most absolute sense 
of the word, and I mean to say this very carefully, you’re profoundly successful if you’ve said yes to the love of 
God, and have become a lover of Christ Jesus, even in your immaturity? Did you know that the thief on the 
cross, when Christ Jesus looked at Him and pronounced His forgiveness over him and said, “You’ll be with Me 
today” (Lk. 23:43, paraphrased), joined the ranks of the most successful human beings of all history? This was 
because he received the love of God and became a lover of Christ Jesus, in a most immature way. When history 
is presented before God, of all the kings and all the famous and powerful and great men of history, the thief on 
the cross will stand in that elect, very small company that was profoundly successful in life on planet earth, 
because of those few moments of transaction in his soul at the end of his life. 
 
That’s how God defines your life. You can’t function right if you feel that you’re a total failure. If you define 
yourself by your natural identity, we will all end up failures. There are very few people who look at their lives 
and feel successful. Very few people do this. For those who really do, outside of God, they get very proud about 
it. The vast majority feel like they’re failing. Almost no one feels successful in their natural lives. They all feel 
like someone else is doing it better, and that they aren’t doing enough. That’s a very common sentiment across 
the human race. You can’t function rightly if you don’t feel successful. There’s only one way you can be 
successful, and that’s in your spiritual identity before God. That’s the only true definition of absolute success in 
natural things, but that’s purely secondary in the reality of what success is before God. If you’re loved by God, 
you receive it freely. Everyone is loved by God, but you have to receive it before it can help your life. Receive 
it freely, and you become a lover of Christ Jesus, even in your immaturity. You’re profoundly successful, no 
matter what else happens in your life. In the most absolute sense of the word, you’ve already made it. We do 
still want to succeed in all the other things, but we succeed in those things out of the resource of knowing we’re 
successful before God.  
 
I want to give you a brief summary of the life of Peter, because we’ll look at it in a lot more detail in the weeks 
to come. I’m going to summarize how the Lord wanted to establish Peter, and how there’s a twofold confession 
that summarizes what we look like to God, which is our spiritual identity. What we’ll be working on in these 
weeks and months ahead is one, what God looks like, and two, what we look like to God. If we know what God 
looks like more accurately, and if we know what we look like to God, our hearts are renewed, but Satan accuses 
what God looks like to our hearts, and Satan accuses what you look like to God in your heart. He accuses you 
all the time to your own heart on these points. He knows that if he can distort these truths in your life, you’ll 
live in the pain of failure; you’ll live in despair continually. Repentance will seem stupid, for the only thing you 
can do is to have a small amount of pleasure in sin. This is the only release you can have from the pain of being 
an abysmal failure in life. Repentance seems foolish and sin seems wise. In the power of truth, you find the 
pleasure of being successful in knowing that you’re loved and you’re a lover. You don’t have to find your 
comfort in sin. You find your comfort in truth, because something is alive inside of you in the knowledge of 
who God is to you, and the knowledge of what you look like to God, in Christ Jesus. You’re made that way. 
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First we’ll go to three passages. It’s the briefest overview. We only have a few moments. I want to introduce 
you to the subject that will leave you with a twofold confession. Turn to Matthew 26. This isn’t in any way 
going to be a full portrait of this event in Peter’s life. This is just to get a feeling. We will build on it. They’re at 
the Last Supper. You understand that this was the night before the crucifixion. They were breaking bread for the 
final time. They were all in the upper room. Jesus gives this surprising announcement in verse 31. They were all 
sitting around having the greatest time, feeling so close to God. They didn’t have a clue about what was going 
to happen tomorrow. It’s interesting that Mary of Bethany had already anointed Jesus’ feet for burial a few days 
earlier, and they had all rebuked her for it. Jesus had been saying for months, “I will die in Jerusalem.” Yet they 
don’t have a clue that He’s going to die in Jerusalem. The women understood it; the apostles didn’t get it at all. 
That’s another wide open statement that I’ll skip for now. 
 
PETER WOULD NEVER BE SAFE TILL HE KNEW HIS OWN FRAILTY 
In verse 31, Jesus gives this very surprising statement: “All of you will stumble tonight” (Mt. 26:31). I’m 
reading from the NKJV. In verse 33, Peter says, “Never! Those other men? Yes. Not me” (v. 33, paraphrased)! 
Oh Peter. You just got the bull’s eye on your back! “Not me!” Jesus said, in verse 34, “Assuredly, you, you 
little banty rooster, Peter!” The very picture of a rooster was depicting spiritual pride in Peter.  
 
Let me tell you this: Peter would never be a safe leader in the Body of Christ until he came into a full 
understanding of his own brokenness and his own propensity to sin. He would either be abusing the flock 
through his own self-righteousness, or he would abuse people through a misuse of his authority if he didn’t 
know the truth about who he was. He looked at Peter, and He said, “Peter, to save you, and to save the people 
under you, specifically, you will understand this before the night is over.” I’m adding that in there.  
 
After Jesus, the Son of God, says, “Assuredly you will,” Peter in verse 35 says, “No, I won’t,” the second time. 
Again, this is the briefest summary of this event. In verse 41, they’ve now left the upper room. They’re in the 
garden of Gethsemane. They’re praying. Jesus announces to Peter the twofold description of Peter’s heart. He 
says, “Peter, let Me tell me something about you that you don’t understand. You have a willing spirit, number 
one, and number two, you have weak flesh.” The NIV says, “[Your] body is weak” (Mt. 26:41, NIV). It should 
say, “Your flesh is weak.” It’s that propensity to compromise that’s a part of our fallen nature. 
 
Jesus says, “Peter, listen. You do have a willing spirit. You have a cry in your heart for Me, yes, but you have 
weak flesh and you don’t know it. Until you do know it, you’ll never be a safe leader, Peter. You have weak 
flesh. I know you have weak flesh, Peter, but you don’t know you have weak flesh. You’re not safe yet.” 
 
Peter looks at the Lord and says, “I’m not falling.” Peter had more confidence in Peter’s commitment to Jesus 
than he had in Jesus’ commitment to Peter. 
 
OUR FUTURE IS POWERFUL BECAUSE OF JESUS’ COMMITMENT TO US 
That’s how many of us start off in the Lord. That’s certainly how I started off. I started off in the context where 
we talked about “radical commitment” and “radical this” and “radical that,” “disciples this” and “disciples that.” 
I was one. When I sinned, I was shocked. I thought that because I was shocked, God was shocked. I remember 
the first few times I actually cried, “Can You believe it?”  
 
God said, “Yes. As a matter of fact I have a lot more to share with you that you wouldn’t believe right now 
about your weak, little, puny heart.”  
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I had more confidence in my commitment to Jesus than in Jesus’ commitment to me on the front end of the 
equation. My future felt powerful because I knew I was resolute. I now feel very differently. My future feels 
powerful now because I know that He’s resolute; He’s going to be with me, and He’s committed to me far 
beyond the power of my commitment to Him. That’s why I now have confidence in my future. 
 
Anyway, it was a little turbulent there, for about a five- or ten-year period, until I got that equation turned 
around, but again, until a man or woman understands the weakness of their flesh, they’ll never, ever, use 
spiritual authority rightly. They’ll be polluted with self-righteousness and spiritual abuse of authority. Because a 
man or woman who has spiritual authority, yet is self-righteous, will abuse people, and will accuse and despise 
people who don’t measure up to what they walk in. They’ll be cruel in the manifestation of the walking out of 
their spiritual authority. It’s essential for Peter that he sees his weak flesh; otherwise he’ll never be a deep lover 
of God because he’ll never know the truth of God’s love for him. He will never be a safe shepherd in the Body 
of Christ. 
 
“SATAN HAS ASKED FOR YOU, TO SIFT YOU LIKE WHEAT” 
There’s a whole lot on that, again, but we’ll just skip that for now. Luke 22. This is the same conversation, but 
different words are added now. This is Luke’s version. The whole conversation obviously took place, but each 
of the inspired writers of the gospels took those parts that the Holy Spirit gave them. Luke 22:31-34. It’s the 
same night. They’re sitting around the table. Jesus said, “You will betray Me, all of you. All twelve of you will 
betray Me.” 
 
Peter says, “Not me!”  
 
Here’s what happens next. Matthew didn’t talk about this, but Luke picks up on it. In verse 31, the Lord said, 
“Simon! Simon!” This is right after Peter said, “Not me! I’m not failing.” 
 
Simon and Peter are one and the same. Jesus said something like this: “I love you so much. This is going to kill 
you, Peter, because this is what’s calculated. This is what you need. You need to die in this arena of your 
confidence in yourself. I love you, Simon.” I’m adding those words, for I know the heart of God toward Simon 
Peter. “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked for you” (Lk. 22:31). What a horrible sentence for God to tell you. 
“Satan has just appeared before Me and asked for you. The devouring lion is hungry tonight, Peter. He’s asked 
for you, that he might sift you as wheat.”  
 
Peter should have said, “Oh, my goodness!” and fallen on his face. He didn’t, though. 
 
But Jesus prayed for him (Lk. 22:32). Imagine that the uncreated Son of God is laboring in intercession for you! 
You should imagine it, for it’s true about your life. He does pray for you, at the right hand of God the Father 
(Heb. 7:25).  
 
YOU CAN STUMBLE IN THE FLESH WITHOUT FAILING IN YOUR FAITH 
He says, “Here’s what I’ve prayed: that your faith won’t fail. When you return to Me, you will strengthen your 
brothers” (Lk. 22:32b, paraphrased). 
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Peter says, in verse 34, “I won’t have to return, because I won’t fail. I won’t deny you” (Lk. 22:34, 
paraphrased). Was this man strong? He was strong. You have to like his heart, but his deception is something 
most of us can identify with. I can certainly identify with it, but there’s a wordplay here that I want you to 
notice. Matthew 26:31 says, “Every one of you will stumble.” Then Luke 22:32 says, “Your faith should not 
fail.”  
 
If I’m going to stumble, doesn’t my faith fail?  
 
The Lord says, “Oh, no! You can stumble without your faith failing.” You can stumble in the weakness of your 
flesh without your faith failing, without losing your walk with God. You can be immature without being 
rebellious. Jesus said, “I’m praying that your faith won’t fail. It’s already established that you will stumble.”  
 
Many of us mix immaturity with rebellion. We mix the stumbling in our weakness with the failure of our faith 
in a major way before God. Peter’s faith didn’t fail because Jesus prayed that it wouldn’t. It didn’t, but he did 
stumble. There are two categories, not one. There’s immaturity and there’s rebellion. Those aren’t the same 
thing. When you stumble, you’re not rebellious before God. As a sincere believer, you’re immature. When you 
stumble, your faith doesn’t fail. Jesus prayed that his faith wouldn’t fail, and that when he returned from his 
stumbling, he would strengthen his brothers. Peter said, “Oh, baby, I’ll strengthen those men. I’ll teach them 
about commitment to God.” 
 
Jesus probably thought, “You’ll strengthen them, but you’ll teach them about God’s commitment to them. 
That’s not exactly the right message. It’s the right idea. You will strengthen them, but you have the wrong 
message. You won’t strengthen them with how powerfully committed you are, Peter, or by telling them to be 
like you. You’re going to tell them how powerfully committed I am to you before this thing is over. That’s how 
you’ll strengthen your brothers.” 
 
Peter stands his ground in verse 34: “I won’t deny You. I won’t! I don’t care who You are or what You say; I’m 
not yielding!” The rooster continues!  
 
JESUS PRONOUNCES HIS DISCIPLES CLEAN ON THE NIGHT THAT THEY STUMBLE 
OK, John 13. Let’s get the third version of this story. There are several more. We’re just getting an overview. 
Again, we’re building the ideas that are essential if we want to understand the basis of our success in the 
presence of God. These are the ideas: that we’re loved and we’re lovers. 
 
In John 13:10, they’re at the Last Supper again. Jesus is washing their feet. Peter doesn’t want his feet to be 
washed. Jesus says, “I have to wash you.” 
 
Peter says, “Wash everything.” 
 
Jesus says, “Peter, calm down. Just listen for once. Don’t add anything to what I’m telling you.” Then in verse 
10, Jesus is looking at Peter, but He’s talking to all of them. He says, “He who is bathed needs only to wash his 
feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you” (Jn. 13:10). He looks at the twelve and He 
says, “You’re clean.” He pronounces all the twelve to be clean, except for one. In verse 21 He makes it clear 
that only one of them has a betraying heart. That one is Judas.  
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You say, “How does this fit into all that?” Here’s the whole conversation. They’re sitting around the table. Jesus 
says, “OK. It’s time to change the direction of things. I have an announcement to make. Every single one of you 
is going to stumble tonight. All twelve of you will stumble.” 
 
Whoa. Peter stands up and says, “Not me!”  
 
Jesus says, “Especially you.”  
 
Peter says, “Not me!” He does it three or four times. He says, “I’m committed. I don’t know about these men. 
I’m committed. I have confidence in my commitment.”  
 
Jesus says, “Since you’re pushing the point, Satan’s got a bull’s eye on your back, Peter. He has demanded 
permission to sift you like wheat. You’re going to stumble, but your faith won’t fail.”  
 
Peter says, “OK. I don’t understand the theology.”  
 
Jesus tells him, “You have a willing spirit, Peter, but weak flesh. You don’t know it, but you’re still clean 
before God. All of you are clean.”  
 
Peter says, “How can I stumble and still be clean?”  
 
Jesus says, “Because you don’t have a betraying heart, Peter. You have a willing spirit, in Jesus Christ, in the 
redemption of Jesus, because of the cross.”  
 
God esteems that as beautiful. Peter is called a stumbler. God defines him in Luke 22 as one whose faith won’t 
fail, and in John 13, He says, “By the way, you’re clean before God.” In other words, our immaturity doesn’t 
disqualify us and wipe us out of our standing in the presence of God. What’s true of us is that we’re lovers of 
God, and we’re being loved by God, even through the journey and the turbulence and the pain of the discovery 
of our own weakness of flesh. 
 
Turn to John 21 now for the end of the story. Again, we will look at this in a lot more detail. I’m skipping a 
whole lot of verses and a whole lot of ideas. What’s happened is that Peter has denied the Lord. He’s stumbled. 
He’s really hurting. As a matter of fact, and I don’t want to take time to prove this now, Peter has decided not to 
be a leader any more. He’s decided not to be an apostle. I’ll show you that in a few weeks. Peter says, “I can’t 
take it.” Peter has now redefined his life in a new way in the wake of his stumbling. He believes he’s a hopeless 
hypocrite. Peter says, “I can’t do it.”  
 
In verses 3 and 4, Peter is going fishing, the Word says. What verse says this specifically? In verse 3, when 
Peter went fishing, he didn’t mean, “I will go fishing for recreation,” for they had been fishing all night. He 
wasn’t just fishing because they needed a bit of extra spending money for the weekend. We know they had so 
much money in the treasury that eight days earlier Judas could steal it undetected. When Peter said, “I’m going 
fishing,” he meant, “I’m going back to my former occupation. I’m a hopeless hypocrite. I’m an abysmal failure. 
I can no longer face the Lord in the way I’ve lived in the last few days.” 
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Peter has given up. The Lord is appearing to Peter in verses 15-17. It’s the Lord’s recovery of Peter that I want 
to point out here. There are many things to point out in this passage, but we’ll look at just one. The reason I’m 
saying there’s much more here is that I’m not trying to simplify it and make it only this one application. Many 
of you know this passage. I want rather to focus on Peter’s recovery. Remember how in Luke 22, the passage 
we just read, Jesus said, “I have prayed for you that you would return.” Jesus appears to Peter to see to it that 
Peter returns. It’s as if Jesus is at the right hand of the Father, and He says, “I’ve labored for Peter. Can I go 
cause him to return Myself?” 
 
It’s as if the Father says, “Jesus, You can appear to him, and You can cause his recovery, face to face.”  
 
Jesus says, “I love Peter so much. He’s so broken. He’s gone fishing, which means that he’s going to go buy the 
boat back and start up the business again. He’s really in despair right now.” There are a lot of verses that make 
this clear. 
 
The Lord appears to Peter eight days after the resurrection. He stands in front of him and says, “Peter, look at 
Me.” Peter has been waiting for this meeting, by the way. There’s a lot of drama in the story. Jesus looks at 
Peter and says, “Peter, look at Me.” 
 
In verse 15 Jesus asks him the same question three times. It’s torturing Peter, but it’s delivering him from the 
wrong definition, and from a deception about who he is. It’s breaking the power of the accusation of Satan in 
his life. It’s about how Peter defines himself. Jesus looks at Peter and says, “Peter, let Me ask you a question: do 
you love Me” (Jn. 21:15, paraphrased). Let me say it another way: “Are you a lover of God?” 
 
Peter looks at Jesus: “Am I a lover of God? I denied You before a little girl, even after You warned me. In Your 
greatest hour of crisis I didn’t stand with You. I guess I’m a fisherman; that’s who I am. I’m a broken ex-apostle 
fisherman; that’s who I am.”  
 
“No, no. Let’s do this again, Peter. Look Me in the eye.” Peter looks down. The Lord says, “Do you love Me, 
Peter? Are you a lover of God? How do you see yourself, Peter?” 
 
“Ah, Lord, I can’t believe I did this to You! I can’t believe it, after all those experiences on the Mount of 
Transfiguration. I saw Your miracles. I was with You in so many intimate places. With all of my experiences, I 
did this to You!”  
 
“Peter, stop! Look at Me. Remember in Gethsemane, when I told you about your heart?” 
 
“No, I don’t. That was, you know, ten, twelve days ago.”  
 
“I told you that you had a willing spirit, but that you had weak flesh.”  
 
“Oh, boy! I understand the weak flesh! I didn’t even hear You when You said it then.” 
 
Jesus said, “Oh, I know you didn’t! Do you think you have weak flesh?” 
 
“Oh, my goodness, my flesh is so weak! I had no idea. I was shocked!”  
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“I wasn’t, Peter. I wasn’t shocked when you were, but remember what else I told you?”  
 
“What?” 
 
“I told you that you had a willing spirit. Peter, there’s a yes in your spirit towards Me. You’re a lover of God. I 
put that yes there. I fashioned and formed your heart, Peter. I put it in you, by the power of God. There’s a yes 
in you that through redemption is sanctified. It’s beautiful in the sight of God. In your immaturity the yes in 
your spirit is powerful, and it beautifies you. It makes you successful as a human being before God.” 
 
Peter says, “But I have weak flesh!”  
 
“Yes, you do, but you’re not defined by your weak flesh; you’re defined by My redemption. You’re defined by 
the fact that I pursue you. You’re defined by the yes in your spirit, not by your struggle, Peter.”  
 
“I thought I was defined by my struggle.” 
 
YOU’RE DEFINED BY THE YES IN YOUR SPIRIT, NOT BY YOUR STRUGGLE 
Most of us define our lives by our struggle, not by the way God sees us. That’s the crisis of Peter’s faith going 
on right now. We hear Satan’s accusation against us. We have heard Satan’s accusation against God’s heart, and 
then against our own heart. We’ve believed both accusations, so we end up in despair. Our life is an abysmal 
failure, and the only comfort we can get is in the temporary pleasure of sin. All of it’s a lie, because we’re loved 
and we’re lovers. The way our human spirit is made is that it releases a tremendous renewal and power in the 
inner man when we come into the reality of these truths. The reality of those truths makes us powerful on the 
inside. That’s the context in which repentance is healthy, deep, and lasting. 
 
Jesus looks at Peter and says, “I have to tell you, Peter, I’ve seen your heart from the beginning. Yes, you 
struggled; yes, you denied Me, but you don’t only struggle. You do love.”  
 
“Yes, but my love is canceled out. I’m disqualified.”  
 
“No Peter, I define you by the love. You’re a lover of God. Say it!”  
 
Peter says, “You know I love You. Wow! That’s hard to say, Lord” (Jn. 21:15b, paraphrased).  
 
Jesus says, “Yes, I know it is, Peter, but you have that religious, rooster spirit. You have more confidence in 
your commitment to me than in Mine to you. I will break the power of this. I will redefine you. You defined 
yourself by your own natural strength. I’m defining you by My strength toward you, Peter, not by your 
strengths. Your strength was your resolution, your zeal, your determination, but I’m redefining you by My 
strength in your life. I’ve made you a lover of God.”  
 
Peter has to redefine himself. It’s really hard for us to do that. Jesus says, “Let Me ask you again, a second time: 
do you love Me” (Jn. 21:16, paraphrased)?  
 
Peter says, “Oh! I’ve already said it!” 
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Jesus takes his chin and lifts it up. This is what the Holy Spirit is doing to the Body, the Bride of Christ. He’s 
lifting her chin up into the face of Jesus that so we can live with confidence. We get established in the place of 
confidence. We have the assurance that we’re loved, that we’re enjoyed. We have the assurance that we’re 
lovers even in our struggle. We’re not hopeless hypocrites; we’re lovers of God. That’s what defines us. We’re 
not defined by our own natural temperament and strengths; we’re defined by His temperament and His 
strengths. Therefore we’re lovers of God.  
 
It works in the presence of God. It’s real. Jesus lifts Peter’s face up the second time, in verse 16, and He asks, 
“Do you love Me?”  
 
He’s a little bolder, and he says, “I really blew it. I had all those intimate experiences with You, and I can’t 
stand to be a leader because I can’t face my pain at failing.”  
 
“Peter, shh! You’re a lover of God, Peter. You love Me. I see the movement of your heart to Me every time, and 
it moves Me. You do love Me.”  
 
Peter says, “OK.” He says it again. I can see Peter, a little softer, a little bolder. “You know I love You. I’m a 
lover of God.”  
 
The Lord says, “It’s not enough. You’re not there yet, Peter.”  
 
In verse 17, the third time, Peter is grieved. He says, “Oh God, don’t do it again!”  
 
“Do you love Me?”  
 
“Oh, Lord, You’re killing me! Every time You ask me it kills me, because I see my failure in front of me. 
Please don’t bring this up!”  
 
Jesus says, “I have to bring it up. I have to cleanse the sore, and the wound, the infection. The infection isn’t 
your failure; the infection is the accusing spirit that’s lodged in your heart against you. I have to cleanse it.”  
 
Three failures; three denials. Three times Jesus asks him, and gets Peter to pronounce the truth of who he is. 
Jesus is breaking the power of shame. He’s breaking the power of accusation three times for the three denials 
against Him. He’s reinstating Peter in the truth of his identity before God.  
 
In verse 17, for the third time, He says, “Peter, look at Me. Do you love Me? I want to hear you say it, Peter.” 
 
Peter says, “Jesus! You know everything! You know my failure. You know the cry of my spirit. Yes! I’m a 
lover of God! I love You! I love You! I love You! I’ll stand in my position before You again. Yes!”  
 
The power of shame and the poison of the accusation is broken in his life by Jesus. He prayed for Peter that He 
would restore him. Jesus appeared before him to restore him, face to face. Peter’s message, if you read 1 and 2 
Peter, is that he has such confidence in the knowledge of God, and confidence in God’s love for him now. 
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That’s the message with which Peter strengthens the Body of Christ throughout church history. It’s the message 
of redemption, not the message of how committed he was to God.  
 
“THEN PETER . . . SAW THE DISCIPLE WHOM JESUS LOVED” 
Just one little side note here, because it’s part of the twofold thing that we will develop a lot more later. Look at 
verse 20: “Then Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following” (Jn. 21:20).  
 
Peter and John are together. Notice who’s writing this. It’s the gospel of John. John is writing about himself. 
Instead of saying, “Peter and John ran,” John writes, “Peter, and the one whom God loves.” He doesn’t use his 
own name. It’s like me writing a story, or a letter, to say, “Sam and myself,” or, “Me and Sam.” Forget that; I 
didn’t graduate. Anyway, “Sam and I are going to visit you.” Instead of writing it that way, I write a note to a 
friend and I say, “Sam and the disciple God likes are going to see you!”  
 
The man reading the letter would say, “Who might that be?” 
 
I say, “Oh, that’s me! “Sam and the man God likes a lot, God’s favorite, is going to come and see you.”  
 
Five times John, in his own gospel, and nowhere else, calls himself, “The one God likes.” This is an amazing 
reality!  
 
This is a made-up story, but let’s say they interview John years later, and they ask him, “John, why did you 
write that?”  
 
John says, “They could have written it, too. I don’t know why they’re living in that old religious spirit. They’re 
the ones God likes, as well, but I will walk this thing out all the way. I will take it to the fullest degree.” 
Obviously, it didn’t happen that way, but here’s the point: John stumbled along with the twelve, and along with 
Peter. John stumbled, too. At the end of it, John calls himself the one God loved. “I’m the one God likes.” The 
confession of John is powerful. There’s a reason why John had his head on the Lord’s breast. John wasn’t afraid 
of intimacy. He knew God liked him. Intimacy was natural to this son of thunder. He was a very powerful man. 
He was a son of thunder. Again, there’s a lot about his profile. He was a man who had intimacy because he 
knew that God liked him. 
 
There are two confessions in this passage. There’s the confession of John: “I’m the one that God likes.”  
 
“But John, you stumbled like Peter did.”  
 
“I know.”  
 
“Then why didn’t you give up? Why didn’t you just give up like Peter?”  
 
“God likes me!”  
 
“Does He like Peter?”  
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“Yes, but Peter doesn’t believe it. But I’m not going to sit around because Peter doesn’t believe it. I’m going on, 
man. I’m going to put my head on His breast. I’m not afraid of intimacy with God. He likes me.”  
 
YOU’RE A LOVER OF GOD, AND THE ONE THAT HE LIKES 
It’s essential that we get verse 20, the confession of John. You’re the disciple God likes. It’s not enough to 
know you’re the one that God likes; you have to have the confession of Peter in verse 17. You have to have the 
confession, “Lord, You know everything. You know I’m a lover of God. I like God.” 
 
This twofold confession, the confession of Peter in verse 17 and the confession of John in verse 20, is essential 
to your spiritual identity. It’s essential for renewal according to the knowledge of Him, and according to the 
knowledge of how God looks at you. When God looks at you, He sees a successful person. When he sees the six 
billion people in the human race, you’re the one who has received the love of God, and you’re a lover of God, 
even though you’re weak. This is the context in which repentance is healthy, and it goes deep in the knowledge, 
in renewal, of the image of the one He created, of what we look like to God.  
 
This isn’t a complete, comprehensive statement about our spiritual identity; it’s the summary sentence. I’m 
loved freely; I’m a lover in my immaturity. Therefore I’m successful compared to the whole human race. Let 
me say that again. I’m loved freely by God. I’m a lover, however immature. I’m successful in the presence of 
God, compared to all of human history. I’m one of the rare, few, successful ones of history.  
 
Amen. Let’s stand.  
 
MINISTRY TIME 
Again, the subject we’re working on is repentance. It’s the context of how repentance works. Renewal. 
Repentance.  
 
I will lead you, week after week, as we stay on this series. It will be an extended series, Lord willing, on this 
topic. Week after week we’ll work on this. I’m loved; I’m a lover. Therefore I’m successful. That’s what we’ll 
work on. That’s who you are, in a most summary way, in one sentence. Obviously, it’s more intricate than that. 
That’s one sentence. “I thought you sinned the other day, and did this or that. I thought you lied. I thought you 
stole. I thought you were involved in immorality. I thought you were gossiping. I thought you were bitter. I 
thought…”  
 
“Yes.” 
 
“Isn’t that who you are?”  
 
“No. I’m loved and I’m a lover. That’s who I really am. Yes, I sinned, but I’m loved, and I’m a lover. That’s 
who I am. Therefore I’m successful.”  
 
Let’s all bring our hearts before the Lord now. I want you to confess the confession of John now. “I’m the 
disciple whom the Lord loves.” Say that quietly. Say your name. I like to say that. I like to say, “Lord, behold 
Your servant, Michael—the disciple You love; Your favorite one.” 
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All of us are favorite ones of God in Christ Jesus. You’re the disciple God loves. You’re the one God likes. 
You’re pursued by God. You’re enjoyed by God. Say what John said. “Yes, I stumbled like Peter, but I’m the 
one you like.”  
 
We’ll go to the one that’s a little more difficult, the second confession. It’s a little harder. “God, You know 
everything.” Say that to Him in your own heart. “You know that I love You.” 
 
Lord, I ask You to break the power of shame off the people. I ask You to break accusing definitions off them. I 
ask You to break the spirit of accusation off them. That’s who you are! You’re loved and you’re lovers. That’s 
your primary identity. It’s spiritual, not natural. That’s your secondary identity, your natural one. “I’m loved, 
and I’m a lover. I’m not who I am in ministry. I’m not who I am before people. I’m not who I am according to 
my bank account. I’m loved and I’m a lover; that’s who I am. I’m not who I am according to my sins and 
weaknesses.”  
 
You can lay aside immorality when you know you’re loved and you’re a lover. You can lay aside bitterness 
when you know you’re loved and a lover. You don’t need false comfort. “O God, I’m loved. I’m desired; I’m 
pursued by You. I’m the disciple whom the Lord loves.”  
 
Say it again to the Lord. Say it over and over. “God, You know everything! You know that I love You. You 
know that I love You, God!”  
 


