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Session 8 The Eternal City: An Internal View 
 
INTRODUCTION 
We’re on Session 8; however we’ll finish the last page or two of Session 7. For the folks that hear this on tape, 
we’re on Session 8. We’ll be starting in a moment on “The Eternal City: An Internal View,” which is 
Revelation 21:22 on through chapter 22.  
 
The walls. “Also she had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, and names 
written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel” (Rev. 21:12). And then it 
goes on and talks about the walls again in verse 15-18. It says, “He who talked with me had a gold reed to 
measure the city, its gates, and its wall. The city is laid out as a square; its length is as great as its breadth. And 
he measured the city with the reed: twelve thousand furlongs”—or stadia. “Its length, breadth, and height are 
equal” (Rev. 21:15-16). It’s as wide and high as it is long; in other words, it’s a cube. It really comes down to 
1,500 miles in terms of our standard of measurement. 
 
“THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE WALL WAS OF JASPER, AND THE CITY WAS PURE GOLD” 
“Then he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of an 
angel. The construction of its wall was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass” (Rev. 21:17-18). 
 
The wall was made of jasper. Again, you might put the word diamond in there. It’s very close to a diamond; 
there are just different colors to it. The city was made of pure gold, as pure as glass, or “transparent glass,” the 
other versions say. First, he’s at this mountain. He sees a great and high wall. It’s a great wall because of its 
visual beauty. We can’t imagine what this wall looks like. It’s on foundations that are filled with precious gems 
and stones. Number one: it’s visually beautiful. Because of the architectural wisdom of the wall, it’s an 
architectural feat that also makes it great. The heavenly material of the wall: all of these things go into making it 
a great wall.  
 
It’s a high wall. We assume the wall, like the city, is 1,500 miles high. That’s just an assumption. It never says 
that, but many people make that assumption. The wall was given to define the boundaries and enhance the 
beauty of the city. A wall was typically given for protection. It speaks of protection, but since there are no 
enemies, while the wall symbolizes protection, there are no enemies that will ever rise up again. In the language 
of John’s day, a walled city spoke of protection. It spoke of comfort, because when you had protection, as 
opposed to being enslaved, the comfort was guaranteed. When a neighboring nation broke into your city, it was 
very, very brutal what they did to people. A walled city was very important. Again, it defined the boundaries 
and enhanced the beauty of the city, and it spoke of protection. 
 
AN ANGEL WITH A MEASURING ROD OF GOLD 
An angel who talked with him had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city. The measuring rod of God is 
depicted here in contrast to in chapter 11:1. There John was given a measuring rod, but not of gold. He 
measured the temple on earth. This one was made of gold, which speaks of incorruptibility. The angel did the 
measuring here, not John. I don’t know the implications of it; I’m just bringing the distinction so that the Lord 
might put something in your heart about that. 
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When something was measured it typically meant that they measured it because they intended it to be 
permanent. Great Babylon, the harlot city, was never measured. The part of the temple that was destroyed was 
never measured. When something was measured, it was a way of saying it’s supposed to be permanent. That’s 
the intention. Of course, when God measures something, it’s permanent. It’s according to His plan and it’s 
permanent. 
 
A CITY THAT IS 1,500 MILES IN EVERY DIRECTION 
“The city was like a square.” Actually, it’s a perfect cube, 1,500 miles high, 1,500 miles long, and 1,500 miles 
wide. I believe that literally. I don’t see any reason to take the specific information of this book and try to force 
it into symbolism. Although the Lord may have symbols for it, I believe John literally saw this. I believe the 
city is literally 1,500 miles in all three directions. It’s a square. The Holy of Holies in the temple was square. 
Actually it was cubed. It was twenty cubits by twenty cubits by twenty cubits. That’s the size of the Holy of 
Holies. 
 
The breastplate on the high priest was square. They make a real key point about that in Exodus. As the walls are 
1,500 miles in each of the four directions, there are 6,000 miles of wall around the city. It’s 6,000 miles in 
circumference. In a moment we’ll find out that there are only twelve gates, which means there’s only a gate 
every 500 miles. This gives you a little mental picture of what’s going on. It’s 144 cubits thick, which is 216 
feet or seventy-two yards. It’s almost a football field thick. Again, there are no enemies, but God is making a 
statement about the beauty, the protection, and the security of the city. 
 
It’s interesting that in verse 17, he measured its wall by man’s measurements, which are the same thing that an 
angel uses. Again, I don’t think this is symbolic. John is going out of his way to give technical information: to 
show us that there are measurements in heaven that the angels use. It’s the same ones that people use on the 
earth.  
 
THE WALLS ARE MADE OF DIAMONDS, THEIR CONSTRUCTION OF JASPER 
The construction of the city speaks of the construction of the wall. It’s made of jasper. The walls are made of 
transparent diamonds. The walls are like diamonds. The foundations are of a different material, and beneath the 
walls are all these precious gems. The walls themselves are made of diamonds. So for 6,000 miles, 1,500 miles 
in each direction, we have diamond, crystal clear, glittering city of gem-covered walls. The construction is of 
jasper. Imagine these walls. Do you think it’s right to call them great walls?  
 
It’s a city of pure gold, as pure as glass, or transparent glass. That’s what these walls are made of. My goodness, 
that’s awesome! I want to pause for a second and just say, “Lord, thank You. Thank You, thank You, thank 
You, thank You.” That’s so awesome. I really am thankful, but I have to be practical. I don’t want Sam Storms 
to fire me. I have to finish the class here. That’s so awesome. 
 
TWELVE ANGELS STAND GUARD AT THE GATES OF THE CITY 
The gates of the city. Revelation 21:12b-13, 21. The purpose of the gates is, again, the traffic flow of the city. 
There are twelve angels standing there at the gates and protecting them (v. 12). Actually, they didn’t get it here 
on the page here, but it’s in your Bible. It’s not in the document handed to you. For some reason that line was 
omitted, but there are twelve angels standing guard at the gates. We don’t find angels in the city. That doesn’t 
mean they aren’t there, but nowhere in the record are angels mentioned. We don’t know what that means, but 
that doesn’t mean they aren’t there; that just makes you think. The Lord is highlighting the bride right now. 
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Again, there are twelve gates, which means the gates are 500 miles apart. 
Remember, you’ve got a city of one or two billion people. You’ve got the kings and the procession of people 
from the earth coming in to it. Maybe and very possibly we have the angels in there. The city has to be big 
enough, and it’s plenty big. Again, we don’t know, but the inhabitants of the earth, after their 10,000 years upon 
the earth, will come into the city, because they’re redeemed people on the earth. We don’t know exactly all 
that’s going on, but we know that the twelve gates must be massive. They may be fifty miles wide. If there are 
500 miles between them, it may be a huge gate. If ever you want to talk to me up there sometime, tell me 
exactly what part of the gate you’ll be at and I’ll be there. Don’t just say “the east gate,” because I could be on 
the other end. Say, “By the east gate, by that one tree”; that’s just an idea. You want to be prepared. I imagine 
these gates being very, very large, miles and miles across. They could be five, fifteen, twenty, fifty miles—the 
gates and the angels that stand there. 
 
ON THE GATES ARE WRITTEN THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL 
Look at verse 12 here in the text on the paper: “On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of 
Israel” (Rev. 21:12, paraphrased). We’ll find in a moment that on the foundation stones were written the names 
of the twelve apostles. The reason the names of the twelve tribes are on the gates and the twelve apostles are on 
the foundation is that the Lord is making a statement about the continuity of the Old and New Testaments. The 
two covenants are really one people. That’s one of the statements. He may be making five or ten statements 
here, but that’s at least one statement He’s making. It didn’t matter what dispensation of time you were born in. 
The blood of Jesus reaches all the way backwards to the very first person who sinned, Adam, clear to eternity 
future; the blood of Jesus is sufficient to cover the whole space and to make equal all the people of God.  
 
One thing that you notice here is an absence of the mention of the title, “The God of Israel.” He’s no longer 
concerned with just Israel. He’s the God of His people, the Bride of Christ. Everything has been elevated past 
its natural roots on the earth. You don’t find that anywhere. God honors the Old Testament and its covenant, 
and the New Testament and its covenant, and makes them one in the eternal city. 
 
QUESTION: 
Is Judas going to be one of the twelve? 
 
MIKE BICKLE: 
No, of course he won’t be. Anyway, I was trying to trick you there. Do you think he will be? It’s better to ask 
your wife at home; isn’t that what the Scripture says? Oh, I said it wrong, OK.  
 
No, no Acts 1 says he fell from his place, and so the twelfth one is Matthias, or is it Paul? People debate about 
that all the time. Good question. I know him and I think he was teasing with me. 
 
The Old Testament doctrine is being honored in the city. That’s the point. That’s why the Lord says the twelve 
tribes are very important to what’s happening. There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on 
the south and three on the west. I didn’t have time to get this all together, but four or five times in the Old 
Testament the direction of the gates of the tribes of Israel are arranged differently, and only one other time is it 
arranged just like this, but I was in the middle of studying this and ran out of time. Anyway, there’s something 
really fascinating about the arrangement, given the five times in the Old Testament that the tribes are arranged. 
They don’t always start from the east and then talk about the north and the south and the west. They give it a 
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different direction, and I think that’s all significant, but I’m just giving you a little bunny trail to go on if you 
have a heart to search that out. 
 
Again, the breastplate of the priest had the four rows of stones; each stone spoke for each of the twelve tribes of 
Israel. There are four rows and three stones in each row, which speaks of the four sides of the city with the three 
gates in each one. That was actually a picture of this, because central to the high priest was the breastplate. The 
number one piece of equipment to the high priest was the breastplate, which was a perfect square like the city 
with the gems or the stones, which are on the foundation and the walls. This was the number one thing to the 
high priest, and to our High Priest. The city is laid out in a manner that’s similar to the breastplate of the high 
priest. Our high priest is obviously Jesus. 
  
TRIALS TURNED TO PEARLS THROUGH PAIN AND TIME AND TORMENT 
I don’t have it written down here, but verse 21 says this: “And the twelve gates were twelve pearls. Each 
individual gate was one pearl” (Rev. 21:21, paraphrased). So there are twelve gates and twelve pearls. It’s 
interesting, the way that pearls are made. There’s an oyster, and a little particle of sand or a broken shell gets 
caught in there somehow and it enflames the tissue of the oyster. It gets enflamed and it begins to put a coat, a 
protective coat, around that foreign, irritating, little piece, in order to protect itself. What results is a very, very 
valuable pearl. Pearls were very rare and very valuable in that day. A pearl in Jesus’ own parables is a type of 
the Church. You might call it a little ugly, irritating particle made beautiful. A pearl is made beautiful, and the 
essence of it is that something not beautiful was made beautiful by pain and time and torment. The end result is 
this tremendous, priceless pearl. 
 
The Church is called a pearl. It’s a picture of the Church. The way that God ordained that pearls were formed in 
nature is part of the message to the gates when they say, “Welcome. All of you come in. Welcome.” We came 
from some pretty difficult pasts, and there are little, irritating, ugly things, and lots of pain and pressure, and 
that’s what God is saying, in essence, at the gates of the city, by making them pearls like that. It’s fascinating to 
study pearls. 
 
ON THE FOUNDATIONS ARE THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES 
The foundations of the city” It should be verse 14, and then verses 19 and 20. I’ll read verse 14. “The wall of 
the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb” (Rev. 
21:14).Go on to verse 19, “The foundations of the city were adorned”—or decorated—“with all kinds of 
precious stones” (v. 19). Then it gives twelve types of precious stone, and it’s been fascinating reading some of 
the studies. Some people have devoted years to studying these twelve stones. For example, the similarity of 
these twelve stones to the same twelve stones on the breastplate of the high priest. It can’t be proven that it’s 
twelve-for-twelve identical, but it’s certainly very, very close, because even the most educated scholars can’t 
identify some of the stones with certainty. There are educated guesses as to what they are. It’s very, very similar 
with the stones on the breastplate of the high priest. Again, the breastplate of the high priest was the main piece 
of article on the high priest’s clothing. 
 
QUESTION: 
You mentioned Isaiah 54 when it talks about diamonds and rubies (Isa. 54:12)? 
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MIKE BICKLE: 
Yes, Isaiah 54 is talking about this for sure. There are a number of passages in Isaiah in the 50s and 60s that talk 
about the stones and the gold. It’s talking about the eternal city for sure. Israel in that day didn’t have a clue 
what was going on. They thought, “Whoa, we’ll be rich. We’ll really have it good.” It’s in eternity. All those 
things will be true, but probably not in the way they were thinking. God gives us these great promises, but some 
of them are different from what we’re thinking. Let the reader understand.  
 
Here’s another interesting thing: I did a study on this, but I’m not prepared to give you factual detail, although I 
did write it up, literally, and today I couldn’t find it. I worked on it, maybe not for hours, but for an hour at least. 
I researched a number of different sources that analyze these colors. The colors of these twelve stones 
correspond exactly with the colors of the rainbow. Again, I was reading a number of different sources, and the 
scholars agreed. They couldn’t tell exactly what stone it was, but they knew for example that it was orange. It 
was orange-ish. It could be one of three. All of them were orange; that sort of thing. It was very interesting, 
because the rainbow has the same colors, even in the same order as the stones. I wish I had had time to get it all 
down and hand it to you.  
 
The rainbow in Revelation 4 is arching over the throne of God. The rainbow surrounds the throne of God. These 
colors of the rainbow light up the foundation of the city. God is saying in the very colors of the city, and in the 
rainbow itself, which is a sign of the covenant, that He won’t let destruction come. 
 
The streets are phenomenal. You can just read in there. It’s really neat. I’m running out of time. 
 
AN OVERVIEW OF THE INTERNAL CITY 
Here’s an overview of Session 8. Roman numerals I to VI are the internal city as it relates to the nations. It’s 
what’s happening on the inside of the city, but as it relates to nations. Remember, what we’ve studied so far is 
the walls, the gates, the light, and the foundation stones. Those are all external things. Now we’re going into 
internal things.  
 
Roman numerals VII on down to XI or X relate to the internal life of the city itself. It’s a worshiping city. 
There’s no temple because the Lamb of God and God Almighty is the temple. We don’t go anywhere to 
worship. The city is filled with worship. There’s no place to worship. It’s a totally worshiping city. Worship is 
the point of the city. I don’t mean we just sing Chris Dupre songs forever. I like Chris. You know what? I bet a 
few of them are up there. I bet they came from up there and that’s how you got them down here. Chris, you’ll 
get up there one of these days and say, “Hey wait a second, that’s Your song!” It’s a worshiping city. There will 
be no place to go because the whole city will be filled with worship. That’s why there’s no temple. 
 
The second reason there’s no temple is because a temple was the proof of man’s sin. The reason there was a 
temple for worship is because man needed atonement for sin. That’s the reason there was a temple. It localized 
worship. In this city, sin is gone and the worship fills the city. The Lamb is the essence of the temple. Anyone 
under the influence and the inspiration of God Almighty and the Lamb needs no temple. There you have it. 
They paid for sin and They are the Ones we worship. 
 
It’s interesting that in Eden, the garden of Eden, before sin, there was no temple there either. There was no 
sacrifice before sin. Again, the purpose of the whole thing is worship. God the Father is seeking worshipers (Jn. 
4:24). That’s what Jesus told the woman at the well. He said, “He seeks worshipers” (ibid, paraphrased). In 
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Revelation 19:10, the angel told John, “Worship God” (Rev. 19:10, NKJV). He said, “That’s what it’s about. 
Don’t worship me, worship God.” Sin is gone. 
 
THE ILLUMINATED CITY AND THE LIGHT OF THE LAMB 
It’s an illuminated city. There’s no sun. It gives seven negatives—no sun, no temple, no night—but it’s 
speaking of a positive reality. I’m giving the positive. It says, “The gates are not shut,” and seven different 
times it gives the negative, but I’m giving the positive reality of which the negative statement speaks. 
 
There’s no sun. In other words, the city is illuminated by God Himself. “The city had no need of the sun or of 
the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light” (Rev. 21:23). The same thing 
is said in Isaiah 60:19-20. 
 
“THEY SHALL NEED NO LAMP NOR LIGHT OF THE SUN” 
Here in the text we’re skipping over to 22:5: “There shall be no night there: They shall need no lamp nor light 
of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever” (Rev. 22:5). 
 
I’m thinking of getting into a point. Here’s what’s probably happening. look in verse 25. It says, “There shall be 
no night there.” We’ll look at that in a moment. Never mind. I’m sorry, I’m looking at page 4 and page 3 at the 
same time and I’m getting ahead of myself.  
 
The source of light is twofold: the glory of God and of the Lamb. God’s glory takes the place of the sun and the 
moon in the city. The thing I’m hinting at, which we will talk about in a moment, is that there’s very possibly a 
sun and a moon over the new earth, and the light of the city touches the new earth. There’s also very possibly 
night on the earth, but not night in the city. That’s the point that I’m sighing about, looking at how much time I 
have left. I want to get into that and it doesn’t matter tonight. That’s all I was doing. That’s what all that was 
about. 
 
THE KINGS OF THE EARTH BRING THEIR GLORY INTO THE CITY 
Within the city there’s this supernatural light. It’s a governing city ruling the nations. “The nations will walk by 
its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it.” The glory and honor of nations will be 
brought into it. “They shall reign forever and ever” (Rev. 22:5). The whole point of this city is to bring 
government to the new earth. Earthly nations with earthly kings will continue. There will be earthly nations and 
earthly kings. There’s a clear distinction between the kings that are on the earth, the new earth, and the kings 
that are in the city. The kings of the new earth bring their glory into the city. All the saints live in the city. These 
kings bring their glory. There are a lot of verses that back this up, because there are a number of verses where a 
king or someone would bring the glory of their kingdom to another. It’s whatever was precious and valuable to 
that king.  
 
The kingdoms of the world will continue, though obviously in a different manifestation. There will be 
righteousness in it, but people will work. Adam and Eve received a mandate to work before there was any sin. 
Work is not the fruit of sin. Sweat by the brow and weeds in the garden are the result of sin. Sweat and pain and 
weeds came in with sin. Work was in the plan of God before any sin. Even when there’s perfect righteousness, 
the nations will work, and they’ll bring whatever is valuable and precious to them into the city for reasons we 
don’t fully understand. Maybe we will receive it and give it to other parts of the nations. I don’t know what 
we’ll do with it when they bring it in. There’s mystery to all of that. What the Lord wants us to know is that 



THE BRIDE OF CHRIST CONFERENCE, 1996 – MIKE BICKLE 
Session 8 The Eternal City: An Internal View 
Transcript: 04/23/96 Page 7 

 
IHOP–KC Missions Base    www.IHOP.org 

Free Teaching Library    www.MikeBickle.org  

there’s delegated authority on the earth and they are under the authority, and they go to and fro on these 
pilgrimages to appear before the Lord in the city. In the Old Testament, all the males in Israel three times a year 
had to appear before the Lord in Jerusalem.  
 
“THE NATIONS WILL WALK BY ITS LIGHT” 
It says in verse 24, “The nations will walk by its light.” They’ll travel by it; they’ll work by it; they’ll live by it. 
They’ll travel by the light of the city right into the city. They won’t have to turn on their headlights; they’ll just 
travel by the light of the city as they make their pilgrimages into the city. 
 
It’s a safe city. Its gates are never shut. The nations of the world, the people of the world, want to come into this 
city. They have to have their name in the Lamb’s Book of Life, which lets us know that they’re redeemed while 
still on the earth. We don’t know how long before they’re part of the city, or how that works. There’s literally 
no way of knowing. We know they want to come into the city, because in the city there’s this tremendous 
music. In the city there’s the direct personal worship of God. In the city there’s the river of life. In the city there 
are the trees that have leaves that heal the nations (Rev. 22:3). We’ll look at that in a moment: the leaves bring 
healing, although there’s no sin or sickness. You say, “What do they have to be healed from?” It’s possible that 
there’s invigorating and strengthening that doesn’t have to do with sin or sickness. We don’t know, but we 
know there’s no sin or death. We know that the leaves do give strength to the people in the nations, from 
chapter 22:3. The folks in the world long to go visit the city all the time. Again, the music is great. Everything is 
great. The foods, the music, the life, the light, the atmosphere, the kings that govern the entire universe are in 
that city. God’s kings reign there, and they’re known as His queen, His bride. The gates are never shut. 
 
“DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT YOU WILL JUDGE THE ANGELS?” 
Another thing: remember 1 Corinthians 6:2. Paul says, “Do you not know that you will judge the angels and the 
world” (1 Cor. 6:2-3, paraphrased)?  You will judge everything with Him. We will arbitrate the cases. We will 
evaluate issues that we don’t yet understand. The Lord doesn’t want to do them Himself; He wants to do it 
through His bride. It’s the same principle in the Body of Christ, but significantly higher anointing without sin 
involved. The issue of arbitrating and evaluating is still present. There are five or six times at least in the book 
of Revelation where we will rule with Him over the earth in eternity. 
 
MOON AND SUN, DAY AND NIGHT, WILL CONTINUE ON THE EARTH 
It’s a working, active city. My point is, we don’t only worship with harps, but we actually reign, we work, we 
rule, we serve. There’s no night there in the city. I think there’s night on the earth. Here’s why. Five times in the 
book of Revelation it talks about day and night. It’s talking about eternity. It says in Revelation 4:8, “Day and 
night the creatures say, ‘Holy, holy, holy’” (Rev. 4:8). I can only assume the night is related to the earthly 
measurement, the earthly calendar, so that we can understand. Satan accuses day and night (Rev. 12:10). It says 
the priest will serve day and night (Rev. 7:15). The wicked will have no rest; they will be tormented day and 
night throughout eternity (Rev. 14:11; 20:11). There’s a night out there somewhere, where they are being 
tormented day and night. 
 
Another reason why we think there’s a moon and a sun and all that out there is because in verse 2 of chapter 22, 
it talks about “twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month” (Rev. 22:2). There’s a month; there are 
cycles of seasons on the earth. I’m not a great scientist, but I figure there has to be a sun and a moon if they’ve 
got months, right? But in verse 25, describing the inside of the city, John says, “There shall be no night” (Rev. 
21:25). There’s no night there inside the city. The city works. It’s active. It’s invigorated. It’s serving. We don’t 
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sleep like the nations will rest and sleep. I’m only assuming that, because there’s a night. There in the city, our 
resurrected bodies will be like His, with more glory than angels.  
 
It’s an active city. It’s a working city. There’s a lot happening. I don’t mean toil, but we’re engaged and we’re 
fulfilling the mandates of God. In the nations there are nights, but in the city there’s no night. Probably some of 
the men like to come visit the city, and maybe that’s one of the dimensions—the people of the earth. We will 
know them and love them. They will know and love us. Doesn’t that seem like a pretty good deal? You like it? 
Good. 
 
THE LAMB’S BOOK OF LIFE, THE LAKE OF FIRE, AND THE SECOND DEATH 
It’s a holy city. We’ve talked about that already. There’s no defilement. “Nothing impure will enter; nor will 
anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful” (Rev. 21:27, paraphrased). Again, we’re talking about a 
lifestyle. We’re not talking about someone stumbling. Only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book 
of Life will be able to enter. The cowardly, the unbelieving—actually, we’ve already looked at verse 8, but 
again in verse 27 we find it’s essential that we give ourselves to God. This is no small thing. We have to say yes 
to Jesus Christ. He created the city for us that we would be His partner, and that means we must give ourselves 
to Him as He has given Himself to us, or it doesn’t work. The other option is judgment, because the eternal God 
created us for Himself. 
 
Verse 27 talks about those “whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life” (Rev. 21:27). Chapter 20:11-
15 talks again about the Book of Life. It talks about the second death and the lake of fire. The books are opened, 
and if you’re born again your name is in the book of life. No one can take our name out of it. It’s a free gift. 
Sometimes we get in a bad mood and have a bad three months or eight months and we start thinking, “I don’t 
know if I want to walk with God.” That’s not smart. We don’t want to get into that. This is our destiny. Times 
are hard on the earth for a season, but this is literally what we’re called to. God revealed this to the Church. The 
fact that most people don’t spend time in this book doesn’t make the book not true. It’s still your destiny, 
whether you feel that it is or not. It’s still your destiny. The Lord has called us to this kind of dignity and 
identity. 
 
“HE SHOWED ME A PURE RIVER OF LIFE, CLEAR AS CRYSTAL” 
We’re talking about life inside the city now, here in the next few Roman numerals. Look at Revelation 22:1-5. 
The first thing he notices is a river. When John is up on the mountain, he’s looking down from chapter 21:9. 
He’s up on this mountain looking down (Rev. 21:9-10). The first thing he sees externally is the brilliant light. 
Her light is brilliant. He says, “Wow!” Then he looks on the inside of the city as it relates to the nations. The 
first thing he sees is that there’s no temple. It’s a worshiping city. He’s looking at the inside of the city as 
regards the city itself. The first thing he sees is the river. “He showed me a pure river of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding from the throne and from the Lamb. In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was 
the tree of life” (Rev. 22:1-2). There’s this crystal clear river. There’s no disease in the river. It’s significantly 
superior to the river in Genesis 2. The river of paradise, the river in the garden of Eden, went out in four 
directions. That river was pure. This one is significantly pure. It’s significant that one of the major judgments in 
the final generation on the earth against the unbelievers was that the rivers were smitten and made poisonous, 
but this river is pure and crystal. That’s part of what we’re supposed to know. It’s clear as crystal. The nations 
are coming to get this water. That’s my assumption, because it’s free. They can have all the water they want. 
My guess is that it tastes really good. I bet when you drink it, it makes you feel majorly anointed. 
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This water has properties of power, spiritual power; Holy Spirit quickening, is what I mean. It comes from the 
throne, meaning it has divine life inspiring us. When we touch it, when we drink it, when we swim in it, 
whatever we do, it anoints and invigorates our hearts. 
 
The nations want to come to the city. They want to come swim. They want to come and drink of this free water. 
They want to be in it. They want to be around it. They want to be next to it. It’s interesting that the whole city is 
characterized by life. There’s the river of life. There’s the tree of life. There’s the Book of Life. There’s the 
throne of God, which is a throne of life. Life is everywhere. I don’t think it’s an accident that when Adam was 
created, God named Eve, Life. That’s what Eve means. The last Adam’s name is Eve again: Life. The life will 
be on the bride. What we drink, what we eat, what we say, will be permeated with life. If your name is Eve or 
Eva, you win. OK, where’s Eva at? Eva is here. You win, Eva, so there you go. I knew you were here. You sat 
there last week. 
 
Also, Daniel 7:10 describes a river of fire coming out of the throne. There’s a river of life. I’m just imagining; I 
can’t really say this for real. I imagine that from the throne a river of water flows out on one side, and a river of 
fire, which is the love of God, the Holy Spirit. These two rivers proceed into this vast city. 
 
“THE LEAVES OF THE TREE WERE FOR THE HEALING OF THE NATIONS” 
The tree of life. “. . . on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each three yielding 
its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations” (Rev. 22:2). Again, this time 
there’s no angel to guard the tree of life, as there was in Genesis 3 when Adam and Eve sinned. They put an 
angel there to guard it. Why? They said, “Lest you eat of it and live forever” (Gen. 3:22). Wouldn’t it be 
something if they lived in sin and ate of it, and their bodies somehow became eternal yet stuck in sin or 
something like that? I don’t know the implications, but the angel said, “You don’t want to live forever with 
undealt-with sin.” The angel guards the tree of life. Why? Again, this is a lot of conjecture here, but if they ate it 
would still have a certain impact on them. The tree of life is now once again open to all the people. It’s restored 
to us and probably restored to all the nations. 
 
There are twelve fruits that bear their fruit each month: twelve different types of fruit. Every one of them, I’m 
sure, possesses life-invigorating dimensions. There are no storehouses. None of the fruit rots. It’s like the 
manna. God gives enough, but this never goes bad. Praise God! I think about ice cream. It’s healthy and it’s one 
of those things that are good and healthy. Can we wait? It tastes good and it’s healthy. I ate some the other day. 
I said, “This can’t be healthy; tt tastes too good!” 
 
It mentions months. Again, somewhere there’s the cycle of the month, which speaks of the sun and the moon. 
I’m assuming it’s on the earth that this is taking place, because there’s no sun and moon in the city. The leaves 
are for the healing of the nations. The leaves are inferior to the fruit, but the leaves on God’s tree, on the tree of 
life, are not wasted. The leaves are powerful. They still bring strength and vigor. I don’t know in what sense 
they heal, because there’s no sin or sickness or death, but it must mean something that invigorates and 
strengthens. 
 
By the way, there’s no eating of animals. There are only fruits. There aren’t even vegetables, praise God. One 
reason there are no animals is because there can’t be the shedding of blood. The blood has been shed forever. 
That’s it. It’s a supernatural city. I’m a little wild tonight. If you push me I’ll tell you what the last three days 
are like. I’m just being corny again.  
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“AND THERE SHALL BE NO MORE CURSE” 
OK, page 7. “And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it” (Rev. 
22:3). No more curse. That’s one of the seven “no mores” of this last few verses here.  
 
“And His servants shall serve Him. They shall see His face, and His name shall be written on their foreheads. 
There shall be no night there” (Rev. 22:3-5). There it is again, as it said in Revelation 21:25: “There shall be no 
night there.” Here it says the word there again, meaning, “inside the city.” “They need no lamp nor light of the 
sun, for the Lord God gives them light” (Rev. 22:5). 
 
THE BRIDE WILL RULE IN THE MEEKNESS OF THE LAMB 
Now He gives the bottom line of the whole thing: “And they shall reign forever and ever.” Here’s the point: this 
city will be the leadership, the partnership, with the King of kings over all of God’s creation. Seven times the 
word Lamb is used in these two chapters. I’ll give them to you really quickly: Revelation 21:9, 14, 22, 23, and 
27; 22:1 and 3. Again, Jesus is referred to as the One who made atonement, who made provision for the city to 
exist. He’s always called “the Lamb.” 
 
Steve Bartlett made this point at the break. He said there’s another dimension to the Lamb. Not only was He 
sacrificed. There are two key themes. We see the Lamb seven times. That’s a very high number in this short 
amount of space. It’s the call to rule and reign. The wife in chapter 21:9 is called “the Lamb’s wife” (Rev. 
21:9). In other words, the bride will have the meekness of the Lamb. We will rule like the Lamb rules. We will 
rule in the meekness in which He rules. It describes the bride and the city: not just the fact that He sacrificed for 
us, but that bride is called the Lamb’s wife. This tells us the way that we’re to rule and carry ourselves with the 
great authority He’s giving to us. God’s throne replaces the ark. The Ark of the Covenant is gone. The throne of 
God has replaced the ark, which was prominent in Israel’s structure of worship. The throne is moved to the 
earth. Man, this is awesome! The throne of Almighty God is moved to the earth. There’s no need for the ark 
now. The throne is there. The great government is now on the earth. There’s no sin; people are fulfilling their 
task, reigning and exercising dominion. 
 
The saints, and I assume also the people from the earth who come into the city at the appointed times, see His 
face. The central issue is the intimacy, the unveiled splendor of God revealed face to face. In the Old Testament, 
the saints who saw the face of God were slain (Ex. 33:20). If you saw God you died because there was sin in 
you, and God had none. There’s no sin now, so we can see Him and we see His endless splendor and beauty. 
That’s where this is going: face-to-face beholding of God. Then again, right out of the intimacy is the call to 
reign with Him. That’s this partnership in government in all things. 
 
HIS NAME SHALL BE WRITTEN ON OUR FOREHEADS 
The last point that we didn’t get there is that His name shall be written on our foreheads (Rev. 22:4). When 
God’s name is written on our foreheads, that means inspired understanding. When God writes something on 
your mind, it means your mind has a spirit of understanding on that issue. I use that language a lot from 
Hebrews 10:16, because God says, “I will write My law on your mind and on your heart” (Heb. 10:16, 
paraphrased). I use that verse a lot. I say, “Lord, write this on my mind.” This means, “Open it up to me.” 
 
I prayed about the book of Revelation, “Write it on my mind. Give me a spirit of understanding. Then write it 
on my heart. Give me a spirit of inspiration. Let my heart feel the passion and the impartation.”  
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It’s written on our minds, which means there can be no rebellion again in heaven because His name is written 
on our minds. That’s the power of God touching our thinking. All strongholds are broken; every thought is 
captive to obedience (2 Cor. 10:5). Satan has no foothold. This is also in contrast to the 666, the mark of the 
Beast written on the minds of that generation, the generation in which this will really come to a crescendo. 
 
The high priest had on the miter written on his head, “”HOLINESS TO THE LORD,” in Exodus 28:36. The 
high priest had holiness written on his mind, symbolically speaking of all the priests of God having it written on 
their minds. 
 
Finally, remember that the Lord said there’s a name that no one can know (Rev. 19:12). Our capacity is small, 
but through the time God’s name is written on our foreheads, we grasp His nature in a full way. Before it’s over, 
my understanding is that there won’t be a name about our Bridegroom that we won’t discern. Again, it wasn’t 
an issue of privacy; it was an issue of our limited capacity, but over time He writes the name of God upon our 
minds. 
 
You can just work through the last page on your own. Let’s stand. 
 
 
 


