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Session 7 The Eternal City: An External View 
 
INTRODUCTION 
We’re looking at “The Eternal City: An External View.” In Session 8 we’re looking at “The Eternal City: An 
Internal View.” John is taken up to a high mountain, and first he sees the outside of the city, all of its glory and 
splendor. Then the Lord in the Holy Spirit opens up the revelation, and he gets to see life inside the city. We’ll 
look at that in the next session. Again, these are just divine little hints. There could be a series of books written 
for every one of these sentences. 
 
Paul the apostle starts off in 1 Corinthians 2:9 and says: “Eye has not seen, nor has any ear heard, nor has it 
entered into the heart of a man all the goodness, all the beautiful things that God has prepared for the people 
who love Him” (1 Cor. 2:9, paraphrased). 
 
Revelation 21 and 22: we’re addressing it because the city is called “the bride.” Actually, the people and the 
city together form the Bride of Christ. The very components of the city inspire love in the bride. In an earthly 
city we’re unrelated to the components. But in a city in which the color, the smells, the fragrances, the water, 
the air, the music, everything is anointed, and everything is in unity under the lordship of Jesus, all the 
components are a part of the bride in a sense that there’s life breathing in the city. The Lord has brought the 
habitation, the city itself, and the people within it, and all the issues in the city that are full of life and anointing, 
and called them together the crowning glory of God’s creation. It’s almost one package. Some people, in their 
theological thinking, want to distance the actual city from the people within it, but if we do that, we’re 
misunderstanding the way the power of the Spirit works and the very components of the city itself. 
 
We have Revelation 21 written out here. Actually, I always use the NKJV, and I think this whole thing was 
accidentally printed out in the NIV. I haven’t checked, but it sounds like the NIV to me. Actually, a few of the 
terms are a little different than how I’ve studied them and meditated on them, but that will just be an enlarging 
experience, right? I got myself stuck by the messages I’m preaching on Sunday morning. Everyone around my 
office is happier. They’re saying, “Oh good, Mike is stuck for awhile.” For those of you who aren’t here on 
Sunday, I’ve been preaching on humility and on yielding your personal rights. 
 
We have ten different sections of Session 7. First we’ll look at the new earth. That’s the first verse. Then John is 
given just a glimpse of the eternal city. The reason John introduces the new earth, or even looks at the new 
earth, is because that’s the abode where the eternal city is going to rest. He speaks about the new earth only in 
the context of the fact that that’s where the city will sit, upon the new earth.  
 
There are two verses that are very common throughout Scripture, and I take those as the covenant that God is 
making with us in marriage. Then He gives a divine exhortation to the people through the church age in light of 
what God just showed John. Then He shows the bride by an angel in the fifth section in a very dramatic way to 
John the apostle. Then we see the light of the city, the walls of the city, the gates of the city, the foundations of 
the city, and the streets of the city. Again, those are things that John can see from the outside, high on a 
mountain looking down. Again, in the next session we’ll look at the tree of life, the Book of Life, the river of 
life, and the things that are taking place on the inside of the city. 
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“THE FIRST HEAVEN AND THE FIRST EARTH HAD PASSED AWAY” 
The new earth: the abode of the eternal city. Verse 1. “Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea” (Rev. 21:1). When John talks about the 
new heavens, he’s talking about the sky and the atmosphere. Most of you are familiar with the fact that the 
Bible speaks about the heavens on three different levels. It talks about the third heaven as being the paradise of 
God in 2 Corinthians 12:1-3. The mid-heavens are the abode where the demonic powers dwell. Then the first 
heavens—I don’t even know that they call it that, but they say, “The heavens,” and it speaks of the atmosphere, 
the sky above us. 
 
“BOTH THE EARTH AND THE WORKS THAT ARE IN IT WILL BE BURNED UP” 
When it says that the first heaven and earth passed away, it’s talking about the atmosphere and the earth as we 
know it. One day there will be a new atmosphere surrounding a new earth. I would like you to turn in your 
Bibles to 2 Peter 3; it’s really close to Revelation, just a few books to the left. This is John the apostle’s version 
here in Revelation 21.  
 
This is what the Lord showed Peter. It says in verse 10 of 2 Peter 3, “But the day of the Lord will come as a 
thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise” (2 Pet. 3:10). Again, that’s the 
atmosphere. “The elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned 
up” (ibid). The entire earth is going to be burned up. Yes, that beautiful car that you just love so much will burn 
one of these days. We just got a new car, so I’m thinking about it myself. 
 
“Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of people ought you to be in holy conduct and 
godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be 
dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to His 
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (2 Pet. 3:11-13). 
 
The promise is a very familiar promise to the Jewish nation. It’s from Isaiah 65:17. You can read that later. It 
basically says, “I will create a new heavens and a new earth” (cf. Isa. 65:17; 66:22). That’s the promise that 
Peter is talking about right here. He says, “God has already promised that the atmosphere and the earth as we 
know it will be completely consumed and destroyed with fire one day.” 
 
Paul adds another concept to this. He says, “We groan within us.” As a matter of fact, he says, “All of creation 
groans.” For what? “For the glorious liberty of the sons of God” (Rom. 8:21-23, paraphrased). It says that even 
the earth is groaning, and the way it groans is the earthquakes and the tornadoes and the turbulence in the 
weather patterns and cycles. The earth is groaning all the time because the Lord says He has created the heavens 
and the earth to be set free when the sons of God are set free into full liberty, and that’s this day. I don’t 
understand fully in what sense the earth and the creation is personified and pictured as groaning, but this is the 
time where the groan is answered. No matter how good it gets in this life, there’s always a groan at the very 
bottom of it. 
 
I was giving a man my theology once. I said, “I believe we have the power to experience joy in the midst of a 
groan.” I said, “That’s how I think it works.” The Lord on occasions releases tremendous joy, but always in the 
midst of a groan. That’s what Paul said. Until the new heavens and the earth and everything that God has said 
comes to pass, this is how it will be.  
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THE OPENING SCENES OF THE DRAMA OF LIFE ON PLANET EARTH 
John says, “The first heaven and the first earth had passed away” (Rev. 21:1). Some people talk about the earth 
being rejuvenated at this time. That brings us to a controversial doctrine, which I don’t mind bringing up, and 
that’s the doctrine of the millennial kingdom. I believe very strongly in a literal, thousand-year millennial 
kingdom. That’s the prominent, prevailing point of view throughout history. There are many people, very godly 
men and women and scholars, who believe the millennium, the thousand-year rule described in Revelation 20, 
is only literal, and there are different sub-opinions, but again, this is the prevailing view of church history, and I 
think the verses are strictly literal. They mean what they mean and there’s no writing them off in some way. 
 
But what happens is that Jesus Christ comes at the second coming. He actually restores the earth. He restores it, 
but then after the thousand-year period, the new heavens and earth begin. The reason I said that is because, after 
the thousand-year period, if in fact the theory is right—and if it’s not right, it all takes care of itself; I don’t have 
a lot of anxiety about it one way or the other. Some people have a lot of energy. I say, “You know what, it really 
is going to be OK. We don’t have to say it right for God to do it right. It will be OK either way. It’s happier 
thinking about it one way, and not quite as happy the other way.” 
 
I’ve studied this quite a bit in depth for hundreds and hundreds of hours over the years. I feel it’s a very clear 
doctrine, and it’s a very exciting one. Regardless of whether it’s true or not true, that time passes and we all end 
up in the new heavens and new earth anyway. Whether we hold our breath for a thousand years and don’t do 
anything, or whether we do something for a thousand years, it will be there anyway. In that sense the heavens 
and the earth pass away. It’s gone. It’s rejuvenated during the millennial kingdom, if you believe in a millennial 
kingdom, but everyone believes the earth is replaced, not rejuvenated at this time. This phenomenal creation of 
God is literally recreated and replaced. 
 
Making a new planet is a pretty awesome concept. The planet earth is something that God is more interested in 
than probably most of us understand. God’s eternal plan involved a planet called earth in which His people will 
live forever. We messed it up the first time through sin, but He’s going to make a new earth. Earth is essential to 
the eternal plan of God. The nations of the world with kings and rulers and cities and villages and human beings 
will go on and on for all the eternal ages on the new earth. We’re way, way at the beginning of the first chapter 
or two of the story. We tend to think of ourselves as somewhere in the middle, or who knows what? This is just 
the opening scenes of the drama of human life here on planet earth. 
 
That’s what Peter said. He says, “Man, if you really buy into this stuff, it will change the way you live.” It 
really, really will.  
 
Some people will talk about the earth being rejuvenated. If they talk about the restoration of the earth, then 
they’re talking about the earth being restored during the millennial kingdom, which I think is going to happen 
when the lion and the lamb lie down together. If someone dies at 100 years old, people will say that they died in 
their youth; and there are many such verses. There are multitudes of verses like that. There’s still physical 
death. There’s still sickness. The power of God is on the earth; there’s the lion and the lamb. Everyone is happy, 
and at the very end of it the nations rebel again against God because Satan is loosed from his prison. There will 
be a time, whether it’s literal or figurative, where that season will be over and the earth will pass away. 
 
I like the passage in Hebrews 1:10-11 where the writer of Hebrews says that God is going to take planet earth 
and roll it up like a garment and cast it away one day. Think of how powerful God is. God says. “My days have 
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been from eternity. But the earth won’t remain forever. The earth will only remain for a certain season; then I’ll 
roll it up and cast it aside and continue with My plan with My people.” When He does that, He makes the new 
heavens and the new earth. 
 
“FROM WHOSE FACE THE EARTH AND HEAVEN FLED AWAY” 
One more verse: Revelation 20:11. When the throne of God the Father is revealed, heaven and earth will flee 
away and be no more. We’re not talking about the rejuvenated earth here; we’re talking about a literal creation. 
Most all theologians agree from this point forward. But there’s disagreement about that one thousand-year 
period. Again, you want to be really gracious and easy about it. You don’t want to get a really bad spirit about 
something that’s supposed to make you godly if you believe it. It just doesn’t make sense. 
 
THE LORD HAS GIVEN US, HIS BRIDE, AN INDESCRIBABLE EXALTATION 
Another thing about the new earth: this new earth will have nations and kings and governmental authority and 
life that will go on in a human sense in the flesh. When I say, “the flesh,” I don’t mean the flesh as opposed to 
the spirit. I mean people dwelling in human life, like Adam and Eve before the fall, but who have chosen to 
obey. This is how the earth will continue. 
 
Revelation 21:24 and 26 describes the kings of the earth bringing their glory into the city. There are two things 
that are happening in this session. There’s the earth with natural life—very powerful, wonderful natural life; life 
in which there’s no death or sickness, but it’s life in the sense that there’s a natural order. The second category 
is the people who live in the city in resurrected bodies who are part of the bride. Those are the two things going 
on in Revelation 21 and 22. The reason the Lord shows this to John is so that we know exactly who we are as 
His companion. It’s showing us that He’s given us an indescribable exaltation. 
 
“And there was no longer any sea” (Rev. 21:1). Remember, in John’s day, 2,000 years ago, the sea was a very 
mysterious place. It was a place of death. Today we have modern ships and the sea isn’t a frightening thing, but 
in that day, being on the sea with their tiny little vessels and having no dominion at all in terms of natural, 
scientific development and technology, the sea always spoke of death and the restlessness of the wicked. The 
sea is gone. There will be no sea on the new earth. That’s interesting. That means no beaches, no sunburns. 
You’ve got to look at it positively. There’s no surfing, no sharks. 
 
“THE HOLY CITY, THE NEW JERUSALEM, COMING DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN FROM GOD” 
Introducing the eternal city. Suddenly, John sees “the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride” (Rev. 21:2). Beautifully is the word that I’m used to. She’s beautifully dressed 
for her Husband. 
 
There are three titles to the holy city in this chapter. First, it’s called “the holy city”; this title is very significant. 
Secondly, it’s called “the New Jerusalem.” Thirdly, in verse 9, it’s called “the Lamb’s wife.” The city has three 
titles because there are three different relationships. There are three messages that we’re to receive from these 
three titles. Number one: “the holy city.” Again, last week we looked at the word holiness. Holiness is too often 
thought of in a narrow sense. Holiness is too often thought of in the sense of staying away from things that are 
bad. Certainly, holiness involves that, staying away from impure things, but there’s a more fundamental 
understanding of holiness that makes staying away from impure things reasonable. Again, the original word for 
holiness means, “set apart, separated unto.” God is separated unto. God is set apart. The term I used last week is 
that He’s infinitely unique. There’s no one like Him.  



THE BRIDE OF CHRIST CONFERENCE, 1996 – MIKE BICKLE 
Session 7 The Eternal City: An External View 
Transcript: 04/23/96 Page 5 

 
IHOP–KC Missions Base    www.IHOP.org 

Free Teaching Library    www.MikeBickle.org  

 
It’s His eternal otherness. There’s nothing and no one like God. He’s completely other. That’s what it means 
that He’s holy. He’s completely other than, and in His otherness He’s other than sin and defilement, but that’s 
not the only thing that He’s other than. It says in Isaiah 55:9, “As high as the heavens are above the earth,” so 
great is His mercy, so much greater than the mercy of earth (Isa. 55:9). It’s totally other than. There’s nothing 
like it. There’s no human picture. His kindness can’t be perceived. There’s no picture of it anywhere. The thing 
that makes God so totally other than is the issue of His love and His passion and His consuming kindness, in the 
sense that He’s against everything that defiles love, and therefore He opposes sin. Really, in the economy of 
God, sin is that which defiles love. 
 
It’s a city that’s totally like God. We enter into the otherness of God—the entire city does, in its materials, in its 
people, in its mission. No eye has seen, no ear has heard; never has it entered the heart. It’s totally other. It’s 
infinitely unique in its design, its materials, its purpose. It’s a holy city in that regard.  
 
THE FULFILLMENT OF ALL THE PROPHETIC PROMISES OF GOD 
Number two: it’s a new Jerusalem. It’s called the New Jerusalem, which means it’s the fulfillment of all the 
prophetic promises through Jewish history. The Lord is identifying it with Jerusalem, which in God’s economy 
has been the central city of human history. It takes a small amount of revelation to see that. We think of maybe 
London or Rome as the key city, but God has chosen Jerusalem, and all kinds of things are discombobulated 
because of Jerusalem. Lots of dominoes go down because of Jerusalem throughout all of history. The Crusades, 
the European wars— there were so many in the Middle Ages—so much has to do with Jerusalem. God is saying 
that the New Jerusalem will be the capital city. It’s actually going to rest on the earth. 
 
I’m backtracking for a moment. This is only a theory, and I don’t know if it’s true, but multitudes of 
commentaries agree with this. But again, it’s a theory. They believe that the holy city descends and is actually 
suspended over the earth during the millennial kingdom. It’s like the sun coming really close. People can see the 
city and it brings light. There’s some kind of interaction with the city. Then, after the new heavens and the new 
earth are created, the city actually lands on planet earth. Everyone agrees with that. It’s actually lodged on the 
earth.  
 
We say, “Is it where Jerusalem is?”  
 
Well, I don’t know, because there are no seas or any of those things. Everything is different. Who knows where 
Missouri is going to be then, or how all that’s going to work? 
 
When it descends, it says here in paragraph A, it descends out of heaven. Three times it’s mentioned 
descending. It comes down out of heaven right here in verse 2, and then in verse 10, and then in Revelation 3:12 
it says it again. It descends out of heaven. One day by the creative act of God this city is going to descend out of 
the supernatural realm, although it’s a supernatural city. It will land upon the new earth one day. Imagine what 
your life is going to be like with a resurrected body, as the Lamb’s companion, ruling the kings and all the 
nations of the earth as they come and go from the city. You’re sitting next to Him as His prized possession. 
 
QUESTION: 
Where is the bride in the Millennium? 
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MIKE BICKLE: 
The bride is the city. Where’s the bride in the Millennium? Wherever the city is; if it’s suspended, then the 
people of God in the city are always identified together. 
 
QUESTION: 
Who is on the earth? 
 
MIKE BICKLE: 
Natural creation continues. People have children and human life goes on in a—I don’t want to say, “a glorified 
sense” in the sense that everyone has bodies like angels, but like Adam and Eve in total perfection with no 
sickness, no death, God walking with them in the cool of the day. It’s literally what was going to happen. 
 
The new earth goes on through the ages of eternity. It never ends again. It’s never corrupted and it never, ever 
ends. Six billion years from now, the earth will still be filled with divine life. The eternal city is a number of 
notches higher than the earth. The Lord only gave us hints, but those things seem pretty clear. There’s lots of 
speculation. If Adam and Eve had never sinned, how long would they have lived on earth before they went to 
heaven? We don’t know those things. We know that human life continues, though. We know that the city and 
the people in it, the bride, rules the new earth, which is massive. We’re not really told the size of it, but we’re 
left with the impression from other things that it’s a very large earth, because this capital city is 1,500 miles 
high, wide, and long. It’s huge. That’s the capital city of the new earth.  
 
QUESTION: 
Will there be sin on the earth?  
 
MIKE BICKLE: 
No, not on the new earth, no. During the millennial kingdom there will be sin. Again, I want to be fair to the 
folks who question if there is one, but again, I’m absolutely convinced that there is. Yes, there definitely will be 
sin, punishment, and judgment, but the sin will be significantly reduced. Many nations, whole nations, will 
honor the Lord. Some nations won’t, and they’ll get in trouble. Then the other nations will say, “Whoa! Did you 
hear about what happened over there?” Then there will be a time when the sin factor is completely gone. 
 
This is your story. This isn’t just doctrine; this isn’t just theory. This really is going to happen. A number of the 
dimensions are crystal clear. Some of it’s conjecture, of course. It’s a holy city. It’s the New Jerusalem and it’s 
the Lamb’s wife. I got off that track. It’s holy because it’s totally unique and like God. It’s the New Jerusalem. 
It’s the fulfillment of God’s prophetic purpose from the first earth. There’s the link. It’s fulfilling with 
continuity the purpose of the earth now. It’s not a new plan. It’s one eternal plan. 
 
A CITY THAT RESONATES WITH LOVE AND PASSION 
It’s the Lamb’s wife in the sense that it’s the partnership that He longed for when God made Him a partner who 
was suitable for Him. The city has those three names. We know it’s like God. It’s holy. It’s totally unique. It has 
continuity with the first earth, and it’s the eternal companion of the Lord Jesus. It’s not just an exciting city; it’s 
a companion city. The heartthrob of the city is the heart of a faithful bride to her husband. It’s a city with 
companionship and partnership. It’s not just being in Oz and thinking, “Isn’t it cool?” Everything in the city 
resonates with love and passion. Everything we touch awakens and stimulates our hearts by the anointing. 
That’s my theory. 
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This holy city is the capital city. Again, it’s visited by the kings of the earth. You see that in verses 24-26. 
 
“Prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her Husband” (Rev 21:1b, paraphrased). God the Father has 
adorned this city. God the Father has made beautiful this city. He has adorned it. In verse 19, He’s adorned it 
with precious jewels, but the way He’s really adorned the city is by causing the inhabitants to be just like the 
Son of God. “When we see Him, we will be just like Him” (1 Jn. 3:2, paraphrased). 
 
“BEHOLD, THE TABERNACLE OF GOD IS WITH MEN” 
The marriage covenant. These are my words, although the Lord is speaking them at this time to the inhabitants, 
to the people in their natural life on the earth. He’s calling them into the same thing that we’re talking about. 
 
John hears a loud voice from the throne. Here’s the key phrase: “Behold, the tabernacle of God with men, and 
He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God” (Rev. 
21:3). 
 
This phrase is mentioned throughout the Old Testament, numerous times. It’s mentioned in reference to 
Abraham in Genesis 17:7. When the plan begins, He says, “Let Me tell you where it’s going, Abraham. I want a 
people. I will be their God, and they will be My people. I will be the One who cares for them and guides them” 
(Gen. 17:7, paraphrased). That’s where it’s going. 
 
He tells the children of Israel while still in bondage in Egypt, before Moses brings the deliverance, in Exodus 
6:7, “I know you’re having a tough go at it, but when it’s all said and done, you will be My people and I will be 
your God, and we will be together” (Ex. 6:7, paraphrased). He drops this line straight down throughout 
redemptive history. 
 
“GOD HIMSELF WILL BE WITH THEM AND BE THEIR GOD” 
I have written down here, and I don’t know that I have them all, but I have seventeen different, key times, from 
the Davidic kingdom and Solomon’s time to the time of the prophets, when He wooed them back in their sin. 
He called them back, not always, but often, with this sentence right here.  
Now it’s coming to pass. He’s speaking this to the people on the new earth. It’s the thing that we’re walking in. 
It’s the thing that the saints are already walking in. He’s going to speak it directly to the saints in verse 7 in a 
real, direct way. Then He’s going to give the results in verse 4 of this covenant, but the essential covenant is in 
verse 3. This is the thing He’s promised us. We will be totally His, and He will be totally ours. That’s where it’s 
going. As He spoke it to the people on the first earth, He’s speaking it to the people on the new earth. 
 
I assume that there’s a time when the people in the new earth transition into the eternal city. I assume that; it’s 
never stated directly, but this is what we can glean if we apply logic to the purpose for which the human race 
was created in the first place, so that they could be a part of this. I don’t really know, though; that’s just 
conjecture. 
 
“And I heard a loud voice from the throne.” We understand that to be the voice of the Holy Spirit. Here are the 
mutual vows. “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His 
people. God Himself will be with them and be their God.” Again, this is one of the number one statements 
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throughout all redemptive history. It keeps showing up at every critical time. It’s not an accident that now we 
find it at the very end. 
 
“THERE SHALL BE NO MORE PAIN, FOR THE FORMER THINGS HAVE PASSED AWAY” 
The result is that pain ceases. Pain is gone. “And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be 
no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away” 
(Rev. 21:4). 
 
Here’s the part I like about this. It’s that struggle is one of the main methods of spiritual growth. That thing is 
going to be gone. That old method is going to be gone. The reason God uses struggle and pain and mourning is 
because it causes the heart of sin to reach up to the invisible God; that’s why. Struggle produces humility. 
Struggle produces a reaching when there’s sin in the heart, but there won’t be any sin in the heart. The methods 
God uses of tribulation and trials to perfect us are gone, because there’s no longer any need for them. I’m 
groaning for that day already.  
 
The Lord speaks to John and in essence says, “Go tell the people of history these things.” He’s pausing from the 
revelation, and He’s saying, “Go tell them for the next 2,000 years, John. Tell My people to take very seriously 
what I’ve told them up to now. There will be a new earth, and there will be an eternal city resting on it. The 
people involved in it are going to be My people. I will be their God. The entire problem of pain will taken away. 
Go tell everyone that it’s not long until this whole thing begins in terms of their experience.” 
 
It’s like we think the Lord might be coming in this generation, but again, if He’s not, He’s coming for us. It’s 
our last generation, even if it’s no one else’s. It’s the last one for us. Really, no matter what generation you’re 
born in, you only have a short amount of time until He comes for you. Is that right, Kelly? It’s the last one for 
you. She was smiling at me.  
 
A divine exhortation. “Then He who sat on the throne said, ‘Behold, I make all things new.’ And He said to me, 
‘Write, for these words are true and faithful’” (Rev. 21:5). They are trustworthy and true. Can you imagine God 
speaking? Here He’s speaking to John face to face, saying, “I’m making it new. This is trustworthy. Go tell the 
rest of the human beings.”  
 
John was saying, “This is really something, what’s happening right here!” 
 
THE FIRST DEATH AND THE SECOND 
“And He said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the 
fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be 
his God and he shall be My son. But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, 
sorcerers”—it’s the magic arts, but I like the word sorcery because it includes the idea of drugs as well—
“idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second 
death’” (Rev. 21:6-8). 
 
Obviously the first death is when you die in the physical. Could you imagine dying in the physical only to wake 
up to find out you’re on another path to death, the second death? We’ve heard the saying, “For a believer, this is 
as bad as it ever gets.” It never gets worse than this for a believer. For an unbeliever, this is as good as it gets. 
That’s a nightmare. They’re going to wake up one day, after they’ve gone through the sickness and pain of 
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physical death, only to find themselves on the road to the second death. They’re in the process; in the waiting. 
That stirs up your heart, doesn’t it? 
 
“BEHOLD, I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW” 
Basically He tells them, “Everything is new.” 
 
This is the Lord speaking, and He says, “John, write this down. These words are true. Everything will be made 
new. Tell them to hang on. Tell them not to give up their faith. Everything will be new in a short amount of 
time. The whole world will be different. The city will be different from anything you imagined.” 
 
The material of the city we will live in is so vastly superior to anything we could imagine. The streets, the food, 
the trees, the fruit on the trees, the water, the river, the clothing, the buildings, the physical bodies, the hearts, 
the music, the sounds, the smells, the tastes, the fragrance—everything will be new in a very short amount of 
time. That’s what He’s telling him. This is God speaking. “Everything is new. Be encouraged. Hang on. It’s 
worth it.”  
 
He says in verse 6, “It is done.” He says, “It’s not just a plan in the making. It’s not as though I hope to 
complete it.” He says, “I look to the end. From the very beginning I see the end and I’m telling you it’s 
completely finished. It’s done.” 
 
Like it says in Revelation 13:8, “Jesus was the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” (Rev. 13:8, 
paraphrased). In the eternal certainty of God, there was nothing that could stop it from happening. God living 
outside of time in eternity could see the end with crystal clarity. Of course, we don’t understand all of that. It’s 
totally final. Nothing can keep you from this. The only true enemy that we have that can trip us is our own 
hearts saying, “We don’t want You anymore.” As long as we have a yes in our spirit, no one, no devil can stop 
you. No one can stop you. It’s finished. This is our future. 
 
“HE WHO OVERCOMES SHALL INHERIT ALL THINGS” 
Then He gives the response of the saints. He addresses Himself in verse 7 to the ones who overcome. There are 
two classes of people. There are the overcomers in paragraph C, and then there are the wicked in paragraph D. 
The overcomers don’t mean the super-saints. Some people think, “There are the unbelievers, us, and, finally, the 
overcomers.” They have this concept of this special class of human beings. Of course, they’ve never met one; 
they’ve just read about them in biographies! 
 
All the biographies exaggerate. We assume these people are somewhere; they have to be. Some of the people in 
the other part of the earth assume they’re over here. This obviously isn’t true of all people, but one of the things 
I run into in traveling, in going to other nations, is the kind of romance that many people in other nations have 
of Americans. They look at American Christianity and say, “Wow, what’s it like over there?” 
 
I say, “Trust me, only come if you’re sent.” Really, I don’t mean everyone, but different folks have these ideas. 
They love American preachers. They want a prophet from America. They want to hear about it over there, 
because they have this image that it’s so much better. I haven’t been everywhere, but I’ve certainly been enough 
places to know that wherever that group is, I’ve never met one yet. That’s one thing I feel very strongly about. 
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Here’s what John the apostle said about the overcomers. He says, “This is the victory that overcomes, even our 
faith” (1 Jn. 5:4, paraphrased). The overcomer is the one who says yes all the way to the end. Again, I don’t 
think the overcomer is the super-saint who can out-do Paul. I don’t think it’s the kind of deal where there are 
three of them in history. I don’t think that’s what he’s talking about. It’s about the people who keep their faith 
until the end. The devil has assaulted them night and day and told them that God was a liar. He’s assaulted them 
night and day and told them they were worth nothing. He’s told them to curse God and die. The lust of the flesh 
was swirling all around them, there were a thousand opportunities for bitterness, and somewhere through it all 
they kept hanging on to Jesus until the end. They overcame. 
 
John said, “This is the victory that overcomes, even our faith.” True faith that stays resident in your life; that’s 
what overcomes. That’s my theory of the overcomer. If I could meet one of those other men, maybe I would 
change my theory, but I’d have to meet one first—one of those people who are living like the angels in some 
way that we can’t even really describe. We just think they’re there. 
 
I like to ask people, “What do they live like?” 
 
“Oh, you know.”  
 
“No, I don’t know. That’s why I’m asking you.” 
 
“They’re just so near to God all the time.” 
 
“Do they ever get in bad moods?” 
 
“Oh, no!” 
 
“Are they tired in the morning?” 
 
“Probably they’re anointed with it. I don’t know. I never thought about it.” 
 
“Well, just think it through a little.” It’s the confessions of a disillusioned super-saint. 
 
COWARDICE: THE TOTAL ABSENCE OF A WITNESS OF THE LOVE OF GOD 
The response of the wicked. It gives eight categories in verse 8 here. Here’s what I believe is going on. Lest we 
misunderstand, when it says cowardly, it’s referring to people whose only source of stability is the honor of 
men. That’s what props them up on the inside. That’s who the cowardly are. They’re so captured with the fear 
of man because they’re so captured with the love of men’s praise, because they don’t have anything propping 
them up on the inside, like the knowledge of God’s love. They have such a big, empty space on the inside. 
They’re driven. I don’t mean they’re struggling; they are driven by the fear of man because all they have is the 
honor of man. All they have is human honor. If people say, “Good job,” they think, “Wow! I win.” The idea 
that there’s a God who thinks they’re doing well even in their struggle doesn’t have one ounce of impact on 
their heart. They’re cowardly in the sense that they have no power whatsoever to refuse the approval of men, 
because there’s nothing else alive on the inside. 
 



THE BRIDE OF CHRIST CONFERENCE, 1996 – MIKE BICKLE 
Session 7 The Eternal City: An External View 
Transcript: 04/23/96 Page 11 

 
IHOP–KC Missions Base    www.IHOP.org 

Free Teaching Library    www.MikeBickle.org  

I don’t think He looks at us and says, “Well, you’re a little chicken-hearted. You’re never going to make it to 
heaven.” That’s not what’s going on. Probably all of us in this room are cowardly in various ways, but He’s 
talking about a total absence of a witness of the love of God, where you have no other emotional sustenance but 
the fact that people honor you, and, as a result, you’re enslaved to the fear of man all the time. That’s what I 
think He’s talking about. 
 
These people aren’t in hell because they had issues with this in their life; rather, these are sins that dominated 
the life of a person. The only reason they could dominate the life of a person is because there’s no activity of the 
Holy Spirit in that person’s life. That’s what I think is going on. 
 
The reason I say that is because someone says, “Oh man, I get a little afraid sometimes.” He’s not talking about 
struggling with an issue. We’re talking about a total absence of receiving the activity of the Holy Spirit—a total 
rejection, to the point where these issues are the rule of your life. Not every one of them, but these things fill the 
void that the Holy Spirit was supposed to take, even in the lives of young believers. Even as young believers, or 
anyone, really, if we have some activity of the Holy Spirit working in us and this isn’t the rule of our life, even 
though we may be struggling with some of those areas, we don’t need to worry. I’m not trying to make sin 
comfortable. The last thing I want to do is allow the enemy to use the Word of God to pound you on the head. 
The enemy will twist the book of Revelation like no other book in the Bible. I mean, I guess. I can’t prove that. 
I have this idea that there are so many exciting, dynamic, mystical truths we’re pursuing, and the enemy wants 
to come in and constantly twist them on us to throw us back into the mud. 
 
THE MOST INTIMATE, SACRED, AND PERMANENT OF ALL RELATIONSHIPS 
The revelation of the Bride. Verses 9 and 10. The angel makes a glorious statement. Look at this: “Then one of 
the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to me and talked with me, 
saying, ‘Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb's wife’” (Rev. 21:9). That’s the third and final title right 
there: “the wife of the Lamb.” 
 
“And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy 
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God” (Rev. 21:10). 
 
Again, three times the city is seen coming out of heaven (Rev. 3:12; 21:2, 10). Let’s look at this again. This 
third and final title, “the wife of the Lamb,” is the highest and the last title of the city, which, again, describes 
the function of the city. A name describes the function in the economy of God. When God named someone or 
something, it described their function. This is its highest and final name or title: “the wife of the Lamb.” 
Fantastic! It’s our highest and final sense of identity. We have many different issues about our identity, how 
we’re to define our life and how we’re to view ourselves. The highest and the final title is the bride. 
 
I don’t think it’s the only true identity in God, but it’s the highest one. It’s the most intimate, sacred, permanent 
relationship that God has revealed. We’re to leave our father and mother and cleave unto our spouse. It’s even 
more sacred than the relationship between a child and its mother and father. There’s a time when a young, 
married couple leaves their parents, and they say, “Now we find our first authority here and not back there.” 
There’s council, there’s relationship, but there’s a leaving and a cleaving. It’s the highest and final plan of God, 
this title right here. God doesn’t have a higher plan than a companion for His Son, to give all things to her. 
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I love this sentence: “Then one of the seven angels . . . came to me and talked with me, saying, ‘Come, I will 
show you the bride, the Lamb's wife’” (Rev. 21:9). This is the great mystery of the ages, and the angels have 
been talking about it for years. “Who is He going to marry? To whom will the Son be joined? What will it be 
like?” They never imagined it would be sinful human beings after He took upon Himself the form of a man and 
took the wrath of God. This is inconceivable to the angels. It was the great mystery that we talked about last 
week that God hid even from the angels. He hid it from all ages past. It was the sinful, demonized human beings 
that He originally created in His own likeness so that His Son could be found in that likeness in the form of a 
man and redeem them.  
 
IT WAS THE SACRIFICE OF THE LAMB THAT MADE THE BRIDE A REALITY 
Again, like we mentioned last week, if Jesus said yes to the incarnation, He had to remain a man forever and 
ever. The incarnation wasn’t a show He put on to accomplish redemption. It was a state He’ll remain in for a 
billion times a billion years. He’ll be fully God and fully Man. He’ll bear on Himself the image of man. This 
was a completely new experience to Him when He took upon Himself the flesh of man. That’s why seven times 
in these two chapters, chapters 21 and 22, He’s called “the Lamb.” It’s a continual pointing to the sacrifice that 
made the bride possible. He’s constantly called the Lamb in the city revealing the bride. He’s not called “the 
King,” but “the Lamb,” because it was His sacrifice that made the bride a reality. It’s His sacrifice that made the 
city even relevant. Because without a people, the city wouldn’t matter. God doesn’t need the city without a 
companion, a multi-faceted bride of a billion people or more. The number is a very, very large number. 
 
The angels long to look into the things of salvation. They’re studying the Church, scratching their heads. I 
throw that part in; that’s not in the Bible anywhere. They’re scratching their heads saying, “What’s happening?” 
It says in 1 Peter 1:12, “The angels are studying salvation when they’re looking at the saints” (1 Pet. 1:12, 
paraphrased). Paul said the same thing in Ephesians 3:10. He said, “The angels and the powers and 
principalities are receiving the manifold wisdom of God by looking at it in the Church” (Eph. 3:10, 
paraphrased). They’re watching God unfold it in the Church—the plan of God. It’s powerful. They’ve been 
saying for years, “Who is she? What does she look like? What will it be like?” I don’t think they ever imagined 
it was going to be fallen human beings who were sinful, rebellious, and demonized, now cleansed, washed, and 
exalted. 
 
I remember in 1980, the big craze was wondering who Prince Charles would marry. He had a few of them on 
the line. Because I was actually studying this passage at that time, I remember that. It was everywhere in the 
media. “Who will he marry?” I remember writing down in one of my old Bibles, “The angels said, ‘Who will 
He marry’?” That was the real question. I love this. “I’ll show you the bride. I’ll show you the bride.” It’s the 
glorious city with the glorious people. God is going to reveal the bride to the Church. 
 
We talked about the verse in Hosea where, at the very end, we will see ourselves as a bride, a cherished bride. 
We will say, “My Husband,” at the end. That will be our confession (Hos. 2:16). “The Spirit and the bride say, 
‘Come!’” (Rev. 22:17). The Church is going to see herself as a bride before it’s over. That’s the prayer of 
Ephesians 1:17, that the eyes of our heart would be opened; that we would see ourselves as God’s inheritance, 
which is in essence is the bride. We would see ourselves as the inheritance that God picked for His Son. 
 
This has been the revelation of some of the great revivals in history, when there have been manifestations of 
power beyond conviction of sin. Certainly, the main thing is conviction for sin. When people get touched, 
thousands come to the Lord. There have been times when revivals have brought tremendous dreams, visions, 
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and healings. Whenever there’s such a revival, whenever there are open visions and the power demonstrations 
of the Holy Spirit not greater than, but in addition to conviction of sin, when sinners and unbelievers have their 
heart pierced and they come to the Lord, it doesn’t get any better than that as far as I’m concerned. But I’ve read 
about a number of these in history, and what happens is that people get open visions and see the bride. It’s very 
prominent that the Church as a bride begins to appear in visions and dreams when there’s Holy Spirit activity. 
 
This statement, “Come, I will show you the bride,” is a central prayer. I think  we can turn it into a prayer: 
“Show us the bride, even by the angels of God, Lord.” He’s going to show the end-time church the bride in a 
supernatural way. I believe that. I absolutely believe that. 
 
“He carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high” (Rev. 21:10, NIV). Again, he was taken away 
to see the harlot in the wilderness in Revelation 17:3. “He showed me the Holy City”—the NKJV calls it “the 
great city”—“Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God” (ibid). 
 
It’s interesting that in Matthew 4:8, Satan took Jesus to a high mountain to show Him the glory of the earth so 
that Jesus would worship him. Jesus could have answered, “I’ve been on a much higher mountain than what 
you’re on right now, Satan, and I’ve seen a glory far greater than the glory of this age.” Because Jesus created 
the glory of the city that John saw on the great and high mountain. There’s something about mountains in the 
Spirit in all of this that’s pretty awesome. 
 
THE LAMB OF GOD IS THE LIGHT OF THE CITY 
The light of the city. “It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, 
like a jasper, clear as crystal” (Rev. 21:11, NIV). This is the NIV. I’m assuming it is; I haven’t checked. This 
translation says, “Its brilliance,” and a number of the other translations say, “Her brilliance.” The word her is in 
the original language. I’m not a Greek scholar, but certainly the other versions bear that out. The NKJV says, “. 
. . having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal” (ibid, 
NKJV). 
 
THE CHURCH IN ETERNITY WILL SHINE WITH THE LIGHT OF GOD 
My point is this. The Church in eternity is going to shine with the light of God on us. We’ll look at this more in 
the next session, but John later tells us, “The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the 
glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light” (Rev. 21:23). The Lamb of God is the light of the city. 
There’s no sun in the city. Jesus’ presence illuminates the entire city.  
 
Here in verse 11 it talks about the bride, the city’s own light. John 8:12 is a verse we know well. When Jesus 
said, “I am the light of the world” (Jn. 8:12), He understood what He meant in fullness. When He said, “I am 
the light of the world,” He meant, “I am the moral revelation of truth in the world of what purity is, yes, but I’m 
more than a revelation of morality and purity. I’m the light of the earth for billions of years. Literally, I will 
light up the earth.” 
 
I can only imagine what it must have been like that they never, ever, in the furthest reaches of their 
imaginations, understood what He was really getting at in half the things He said. He said, “You’ll drink water, 
living water. It will be in you” (Jn. 7:38, paraphrased). He was talking about the river of life, for real. Obviously 
there’s a dimension of it by the Holy Spirit in this age, but the fullness is yet to come. He knew all of this. This 
is the city He lived in. He dwells in this city. He knows the whole story.  
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In Matthew 5 He told the Church, “You are the light of the world” (Mt. 5:14). There’s something more in that 
than we have understood. Though witnessing is very powerfully, it’s more than that. There will be a release of 
God’s glory on the city that lights up the new heavens and the new earth. It’s His light, but it’s actually in us. 
 
A CITY THAT WAS CLOTHED WITH THE GLORY OF GOD 
The city shone brilliantly; it was clothed with the glory of God, said John Knox. The other night we looked at 
Revelation 15:2, where on the last day when they stand before the Lord, they say, “Great and marvelous are 
Your ways, O God” (Rev. 15:2, paraphrased). We will say, “Marvelous!” when we see this light. Imagine the 
marvel that will fill our heart when we see this. Revelation 15:2 is like an understatement. We will be filled with 
marvel on the last day. 
 
John says the brilliance of this light was that of a precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. Verse 19 
describes twelve different precious stones. This city will radiate with precious stones. The clearest 
representation of the jasper stone is a diamond. You can read all the commentaries on it. There are some quite 
in-depth students of the precious gems of the Bible. I’ve got some really in-depth material on the precious 
stones studied by scholars. The common sentiment is that the jasper is closest to the diamond, or very similar to 
a diamond with different hues to it. This city will shine out like a diamond, but in the brilliance of all the other 
twelve jewels or gems of verse 19, it’s clear as a crystal. 
 
There will be a transparency to the light. There will be a transparency to the city, to the streets of the city. We 
will be able to look through the streets because they’ll be transparent like glass. The rest of the city won’t 
necessarily be transparent like that. I don’t know, I’ve never been there, but the streets are described as 
transparent like glass. It would be interesting to walk through that 1,500-mile city and look up and down all the 
streets. I’ll look up and say, “Hey, Diane, come down here. Let me ask you a question.”  
 
Let me say one more thing and then we’ll close this session. Remember, the throne of God looks like jasper in 
Revelation 4:3. Remember from last week, the voice of the bride sounded like many waters, like the Son. Her 
voice sounded like thunder. Now she looks the same; she looks like the throne of God the Father. God the 
Father is described as being like a sardius and jasper in appearance (Rev. 4:3). She looks like the Father. She 
looks like Him and she sounds like Him. The angels have glory, but the city is called the bride. We will look 
like the Father in terms of the light and the glory of God radiating through us. 
 
 
 


