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Session 3 The Bride’s Response at the Wedding Celebration 
 
INTRODUCTION 
We’re starting in chapter 1 of the book of Revelation, reading chapter 1:1-3 as the introduction to Revelation 
19. I want to encourage and stir people to read the book of Revelation. It’s such a powerful book in terms of 
revealing the majesty of God and who we are, and revealing eternity to our spirit. One of our great needs of 
today is to have the Spirit of God impress us with this reality. I’m not so concerned with the chronology of the 
book of Revelation, but I read it to have my spirit impacted by eternity and majesty.  
 
The very title the Holy Spirit gives this book lends itself to this kind of unique devotion and unique attention. 
It’s called, “The Revelation of Christ Jesus” (Rev. 1:1, paraphrased). That’s the name of the whole book. The 
whole twenty-two chapters are called the revelation, the unveiling of the splendor of the person of Christ Jesus. 
Imagine one book of the Bible that the Holy Spirit entitled, “The Unveiling of the Splendor of Jesus Christ.” 
 
I’m adding a few words here, but it says it’s “the revelation that God the Father gave to Jesus, for Jesus to show 
His servants the things which must shortly take place. Then Jesus sent and gave it by an angel and had the angel 
give it to His servant John” (Rev. 1:1-2, paraphrased). This is kind of an unusual sequence of events going on. 
“John bore witness to the Word of God and to the testimony of Jesus and to all the things that He saw” (v. 2b, 
paraphrased). 
 
Here’s the verse I want you to see, verse 3. “Blessed is the one who reads, and blessed are those who hear, and 
those who keep the words which are written in this book, for the time is near” (Rev. 1:3). 
 
I have in the notes here under Roman numeral I, “The unveiling of Jesus Christ.” That’s the title of the entire 
twenty-two-chapter book of Revelation. It’s a revelation of a person; that’s what’s in the mind of God as He 
titles this book. It has a unique focus on the splendor of Christ Jesus. It has a special blessing that’s promised to 
anyone who will read this book. I discovered this blessing some years ago—actually, many years ago when I 
was in a youth group and the leader taught the book of Revelation verse by verse all the way through over just a 
small number of weeks. He emphasized verse 3. That was a new verse to me. I had never heard of verse 3. 
 
Also, in chapter 22:7, as I have in the notes, at the very end of the book the angel reiterates the blessing on the 
people who read this book. It’s the only book in the Bible that has two blessings especially released by reading 
it and heeding it and giving your heart to it. It’s more than just academic reading; giving yourself to God in the 
reading of this book is what it’s talking about. 
 
BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO GIVE THEIR HEART TO THE READING OF THIS BOOK 
I discovered this many years ago, and here’s what the leader said. The reason I’m saying, “Many years ago,” is 
because I want to tell you my testimony of using this book, and how faithfully God has used it to encourage my 
heart. This leader got up and gave us this challenge. He said, “I want to challenge you to do the most unique 
thing you’ve ever done in the Scriptures.” 
 
I said, “OK, that sounds good.” Already I was paying attention. I was still in my teenage years, probably about 
seventeen or eighteen years old at the time; it was many years ago. He got up and said, “I want to challenge you 
to read this book three times a week for six weeks.”  
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I said, “Whoa!” 
 
He said, “I want to challenge you to do that. It will take five or six hours a week to do it because it will take you 
two or three hours at the most to read it if you read it really slowly. Read it two or three times.” He said, “Read 
it three times a week for about six weeks and you won’t be the same. I promise you.” 
 
Those kinds of statements excited me when I was seventeen. I said, “OK, I’ll do it.” I was shocked. It deeply 
impacted my spirit in a very powerful way. The blessing promised in verse 3 is absolutely a true blessing. I 
didn’t understand any of the chronology. I didn’t understand the events that were taking place. I didn’t 
understand what happened when, and that wasn’t even the point. That’s not what the Holy Spirit is really trying 
to get us to do. He’s going to unveil the splendor of Christ Jesus to us, and it changes the way we think and feel 
about life when this touches our spirit. Because this really blessed me when I was about seventeen or eighteen 
years old. I actually got a few commentaries out and studied the book of Revelation when I was that age. I got a 
few of them out, marked them all, took notes, and I’ve had about ten theories since then of what this book is 
about, but that was all secondary. I found that when I would hit a spot of depression or a low time spiritually, 
because of that one experience when I was about seventeen or eighteen years old, I’ve gone back steadily to this 
book as a booster in the Spirit. 
 
I’ve trusted verse 3, “Blessed is the one who will give their heart to God to the reading of this book.” What a 
powerful discovery. I remember when Diane and I were first married, nineteen years ago; one of the first things 
I did was to tell her about Revelation 1:3. I said, “I found this phenomenal book. It’s kind of an exotic book”—
because we were both young in the Lord because we were young human beings. I said, “It really does 
something to me each time I do it.” I’ve never read it again three times a week for six weeks, but I’ve read it six 
or eight times in a row in a ten- or fifteen-day period when I needed that shot in my arm.  
 
THERE’S NO BOOK THAT REVEALS THE BRIDE LIKE THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
This book has blessed me. I’ve said this a few times over the years to the church about Revelation 1:3, and I just 
want to give it to you. There’s no book that reveals the bride like the book of Revelation. I don’t doubt that 
there’s something about that related to the blessing. Because when we get in touch with our identity as the Bride 
of Christ, something awakens in us very powerfully. 
 
Look at the language of this. The revelation, the unveiling of the beauty of Jesus, is something that the Father 
owns and has authority over. Even Jesus has to get permission from the Father to share His own beauty, because 
it’s the most powerful weapon in God’s arsenal, if you will. There’s nothing more powerful that God has 
against the enemy, nothing that subdues the hearts of people more powerfully than the unveiling of the splendor 
of His Son. Even His Son can’t release it apart from His Father. The Father gave the revelation to Jesus. He 
says, “Jesus, You now have My permission to release the most powerful revelation that will ever touch the 
human heart—the revelation of You. I own that. You don’t even own it. I have authority even over You, and I 
own the unveiling of Your heart to the human race.”  
 
Jesus when He received it gave it to His angel. Man, I can’t wait to meet this angel. This angel said, “Hot dog!” 
and gave it to John. He said, “I wanted to give this thing away for years.” John has been sharing it throughout 
church history, through this book, for years. 
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I don’t think the angel really said, “Hot dog!” but the point is, I believe that angel was excited because he got to 
be the medium of revelation to a human being for the first time in all of history, sharing the thing that would be 
the most powerful, subduing mechanism of the human heart, the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
 
I hope I got you excited about the book already. This book is really worth it. It will take a small amount of time, 
but it has pushed me forward in those low-key times. I know about the spiritual ebbs and flows over the last few 
years, but this book I’ll still read at night. As a matter of fact, we had our family devotion on it for about a 
three-year period of time when we would sit down with our family. Diane and Luke and Paul and I, when they 
were about twelve, thirteen, and fourteen, for about three years, would always read the book of Revelation in 
our family time. They didn’t understand anything about this stuff. I said, “It doesn’t matter.” 
 
Of course, I would have fun with it by asking them what they thought these things were. As Art Linkletter said, 
“The children say the darndest things.” Anyway, they had the wildest interpretations, and I thought they were 
great, but that was irrelevant. I just did that for fun, for my own entertainment. I had them read this, and we 
would dialogue about it because it impacted their spirits with majesty and eternity. For three full years, a few 
times a week in our family devotions, that’s what we would look at and read. I didn’t give them Bible studies on 
it; we just read it and they said, “Wow!” It began to form their view of where their life and history were going. 
When you get a person connected on where they’re going, it will really affect how they live today and how they 
interpret things today. I wanted to affect them with where they were going without even making a big deal 
about it, and just staying with it for a number of years. 
 
For the last several years we’ve worked on the book of Proverbs, because it seemed like we really need 
Proverbs in our house. I don’t know. Let the reader understand. We need Proverbs. We have two teenage sons 
and anyway, never mind, OK. 
 
A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
Overview of the book of Revelation. First, Jesus is revealed in chapter 1. This is obviously a very casual 
overview. From verse 12 to 18, it starts with a picture of Jesus in a way that’s so powerful. Then in chapters 2-3, 
the Church is revealed. In chapters 4-5, the throne is revealed. 
 
Chapters 6-18 are obviously a very critical part of this book. You could either call it, “The training of the 
bride,” or you could call it, “The judgment or the bringing down of the harlot,” which is the counterfeit, the 
false bride. It’s the judging of the harlot, which is that system, that religious system that involves more than just 
religion, a system that raises itself up as an adversary to God and His purposes, especially in the final 
generation. It’s all throughout history, but the harlot is the counterfeit that raises itself up under the power of 
Satan to steal and to prostitute the hearts of the people of the earth and with all their energy to pull the people of 
God into the swirl of it. There’s so much to say about that, but the Word of God calls the whole movement “the 
great harlot,” and God’s judgment against it crescendos at the end. 
 
He’s training His bride in how to overcome and how to understand His ways. The last four chapters is the 
revealing of the bride. I don’t think it’s an accident that the final statement of the Word of God is God showing 
His bride to human history. I don’t think that’s an accident. That’s how the written Word of God ends. Jesus is 
saying, “What do you think about her?” That’s how the logos, the written Word of God, ends, with Jesus 
“bragging,” if you will. He’s proclaiming with excitement throughout the Word of God the glory and splendor 
of His bride, His eternal companion. That’s how the revelation of Jesus ends, and that’s how the whole Word of 
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God ends. I mean the book of Revelation. That in itself tips you off to something very, very powerful, and very 
important. 
 
AN OVERVIEW OF THE WEDDING OF THE LAMB AND HIS BRIDE 
Let’s go to chapter 19 in your Bible. Overview of the wedding day: Revelation 19:1-21. Again, my purpose 
tonight was to do part of it tonight, verses 1-10, and to do verses 11-21 in the second session, but it doesn’t look 
like that will happen. Probably next week we will do 11-21. There’s so much in both of them. At the last 
moment I felt like we should probably go a little slower on it. 
 
The bride’s first response is unity. It’s unity within the bride and it’s unity to the Son of God. We’ll talk about 
each one of these. Then it’s the response of the angelic hosts, the highest leaders of the ranks of the angelic 
hosts. They give their response on the wedding day. The bride gives a second response. She has understanding 
of her life and God’s dealings in her life and history in a way she’s never had before. The wedding 
announcement is made. The bride then gives a third response. It’s her gladness. Then there are some statements 
about her identity and the prophetic ministry. We’ll get into that next, because we won’t do it today. Again, I 
decided at the very last moment to not even get those notes ready. 
 
Revelation 19:11-16: the Bridegroom’s splendor. Verses 17-21 describe full bridal partnership, and you’ll 
understand why I titled it that when we work through it verse by verse. 
 
OK, I told you to turn to Revelation 19. I made a mistake; turn to Ephesians 1. There’s one fundamental point 
that’s important to get as we’re working through our understanding of the bride. It’s this phrase called, “The 
mystery of God.” Here in the notes I explain that the reason I included the verse from Revelation 10 is because 
the angel proclaims at the very end that the mystery of God is completed or finished. That’s where the bride at 
the wedding day comes together. The mystery is finished on the wedding day. We have to understand a little 
about the mystery, but in one of the other sessions weeks down the road, we’ll look at the mystery in far more 
detail than we are right now. I’m merely introducing the idea of the mystery. 
 
In Ephesians 1:9, Paul says this: “Having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good 
pleasure which He purposed in Himself” (Eph. 1:9). There was a mystery; you can put the words, “a secret 
plan.” The word mystery here means a secret plan in the heart of God. It’s a purpose. It’s a very determined 
purpose in God’s heart. You can call it a secret plan. You can call it the eternal plan that He kept secret. That’s 
another way that you can say it. These were the eternal plan in the councils of the Godhead; the Father, the Son, 
and the Spirit came up with the master plan for creation, and that’s what the mystery is. It’s the eternal plan that 
was kept a secret even from the angels.  
 
There are two requirements necessary for this mystery to be revealed. It takes the revelation of the Holy Spirit. 
You can’t get insight into this in any way apart from revelation. God Himself has the full ownership of this 
plan. He won’t give it to anyone who doesn’t bow his or her heart and say yes to Him. Then, by the Spirit, He 
allows this to enter their hearts by revelation. Again, we will spend a session working on this thing called “the 
mystery” because it culminates in the Bride of Christ, the great eternal plan. 
 
The second requirement about the mystery is that it’s a truth that’s only fully revealed after the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. It’s a truth that God gave us hints and seeds of in the Old Testament, but He wouldn’t give 
the more full revelation until the apostles came and were anointed after the crucifixion and resurrection. In other 
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words, the Father says, “Until my Son becomes a man, takes the pain of their judgment, and rises from the dead, 
I won’t give this to the human race in a more full way. I’ll give it through the apostles, but only after He rises 
from the dead and visits planet earth Himself and finishes the price of redemption.” 
 
There are about seven mysteries in the New Testament. There are seven or eight. I’m just thinking of the list; 
I’m not actually counting, but there are seven or eight mysteries. They’re secret plans that God only gave hints 
of in the Old Testament. The apostles, especially Paul, revealed it more fully. 
 
OK, I’ll give you one or two of the other mysteries. It says in Colossians 1:27, “The mystery of Christ living in 
you” (Col. 1:27, paraphrased). That was hinted at by the prophets. Ezekiel 46 and Jeremiah 31 hinted at Jesus 
living inside of people. But Paul the apostle reveals it after the resurrection. He said, “Let me tell you the 
mystery.” It’s not something that’s mysterious; that’s not the point of a mystery. It’s a plan that was secret until 
Jesus was incarnate, died, and rose from the dead, and until the Holy Spirit revealed it in the Father’s timing.  
 
There’s another mystery: the resurrected body (1 Cor. 15:51). When you study the Old Testament, you find the 
faintest hints of the resurrected body. There are a few statements David makes; a few of them in Job, a few of 
them in the Psalms. The theology of a resurrected body is a very difficult theology if all you have is the Old 
Testament. There are hints of it there, but in the New Testament, they just get right out and lay the thing out, 
boom, boom, boom. It’s called the mystery of the resurrection, of the resurrected body, the glorified body. 
 
“THE MYSTERY . . . WHICH IN OTHER AGES WAS NOT MADE KNOWN” 
There are six or seven or eight mysteries, the secret plans that Paul talks about. This is one of the most 
important mysteries, in chapter 3 of Ephesians. Go ahead and turn to that. Paul described his apostolic ministry, 
and he explained that one of his major points in being anointed was to preach this mystery. He says in 
Ephesians 3:3, “He has made known to me the mystery. Here I’m revealing it to you for the first time in written 
form” (Eph. 3:3, paraphrased). The church at Ephesus got the secret plan, and this is pretty heavy stuff he’s 
telling them, because no human beings have understood this mystery before.  
 
He goes on and says in verse 5, “Which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men” (Eph. 3:5). This 
mystery, this plan, was always hidden. The angels didn’t know about it, it says in verse 10. The angels are 
studying the Church to discover the secret plans of God. They know the Trinity is up to something, but they 
can’t figure it out. It says several times in the New Testament that the angels look at the Church to figure out the 
mystery, the secret plan up there in the eternal councils, because the Lord is only going to reveal the mystery 
through His own bride proclaiming it (cf. 1 Pet. 1:12). He reveals it to His bride. They proclaim it and the 
angels say, “Wow! We get it more than they get it. They’re saying the words, but we understand more than they 
do of the words that they’re giving,” because of our darkened hearts and minds. We get a revelation of 
something and think we grasp it, but they living in eternity really understand the implications of the things that 
God is doing in the Church and that we’re saying with our own lips. 
 
Here’s one of the main mysteries, here in verse 6; it seems like nothing, but it’s a very powerful thing. Again, I 
don’t want to take too much time on it. It’s the idea that Jews and Gentiles will be one. 
 
You say, “So what? So what? Jews and Gentiles are one.” This is a very, very powerful thing on God’s heart. 
I’m tempted to start developing how grand of a purpose this is, but I won’t. He’s talking about the human race 
coming to a supernatural unity and bonding of heart that’s beyond anything humanly possible. God has planned 



THE BRIDE OF CHRIST CONFERENCE, 1996 – MIKE BICKLE 
Session 3 The Bride’s Response at the Wedding Celebration 
Transcript: 04/09/96 Page 6 

 
IHOP–KC Missions Base    www.IHOP.org 

Free Teaching Library    www.MikeBickle.org  

this from the beginning, that the human race will be united in all aspects, and He takes Jews and Gentiles as the 
strongest picture of differences. There are many different differences in the human race, but nothing more 
severe than Jews and Gentiles according to God’s Word. These people who are opposites by nature, who are 
even adversarial by nature, are going to be unified in the cross and resurrection.  
 
There are so many implications to this kind of deep unity of the human heart. That’s one of the grand mysteries 
that Paul is talking about. The people are gathered together. Human beings will be so deeply bonded across all 
the natural divisions and natural things that make them adversarial to one another. Gender, age, race, everything 
will be crossed, and the hearts will be deeply united one to another in God’s family. This is fantastic. It will 
actually happen on the earth to some degree, not just in heaven. That’s what Jesus prayed about in John 17:21. 
This was so important to Him. It will shake the earth to its core when human beings are bonded in this way by 
the Holy Spirit. People who are by nature adversarial will not only become one in the Church, but they will be 
together in the Spirit. There will be mixed marriages, which would even be a very difficult thing in the natural 
to do. 
 
One of the great mysteries is the mystery of human beings being unified to one another. All of this is going to 
show up in Revelation 19. That’s why we’re taking time to do this. You need this groundwork in order to 
appreciate that chapter. 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL REVEAL THE CHERISHING MINISTRY OF JESUS 
Turn to Ephesians 5. This is really fantastic. Paul is talking. Most of you are familiar with verses 22-33 about 
the husband and wife, right? He says in verse 29 that the man nourishes and cherishes his bride in the way Jesus 
is going to cherish His bride. I just had to throw that word in, although that’s not even a part of this. The Holy 
Spirit will reveal the cherishing ministry of Jesus because He’s cleaving unto His bride. He goes on in verse 31 
and says, “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave unto his wife, and they shall 
become one” (Eph. 5:31, paraphrased). 
 
Paul stops for a moment. He says, “Let me tell you. You men think human marriage is the picture that God is 
using to tell you what eternity is like.” He says, “No. Eternity is the spiritual reality of which the human 
institution of marriage is merely a reflection. It’s merely a dim picture.” The reality is what God has in heaven 
with Jesus and His people.  
 
God the Father didn’t set up the institution of marriage on the earth and then look at His Son and say, “You 
know what? I’ve got a great idea. Let’s do this forever. How about You and Your bride go and do what Adam 
and Eve and all the folks down there are doing. That’s great!” 
 
That’s not how it happened; rather, in the eternal council, God the Father saw Jesus cleaving and cherishing His 
bride and becoming one with her and then gave a dim picture of it on the earth. Paul stops. He’s overcome with 
this. He’s talking about the marriage and the cleaving and the cherishing and unity. He says, “Wait! Stop! The 
human institution is merely the picture. It’s the reflection of the truth. The real mystery, the real secret plan, is 
Jesus and His bride.”  
 
Then he adds a word that makes it so special. Look at verse 32. It says, “This is a great mystery” (Eph. 5:32). 
The NIV says “profound mystery” (ibid, NIV). Most of the other versions say “great mystery.” In other words, 
there are six or seven or eight mysteries, secret plans revealed in the New Testament. However, only one of 
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them was set apart from all the others. These other secret plans are awesome, but let me tell you: there’s one 
secret plan that’s called “the great one.” It’s the crowning jewel in God’s planning of human history. It’s the 
great mystery. It’s the mystery of Jesus who left His own Father to cleave unto His bride when He took the 
judgment of sin. He provided the way to cherish and cleave and become one with His own bride for eternity. 
 
Paul the apostle declares the marriage of the people of God with the Son of God as not a key part, but as the 
grand capstone, the glory; the great plan of all the plans. He says, “If you think the mystery of Jews and 
Gentiles becoming one, people who are by nature adversarial, is awesome, what about the created and the 
Uncreated becoming one? What about the totally sinful with the totally pure becoming one in their marriage in 
life together? What about those with darkened understanding and the One who is omniscient, who has perfect 
knowledge of time and eternity, who can see everything to the depths?” 
 
Talk about being unequally yoked in mental competence in this marriage! But Jesus Christ with full 
omniscience looks at us and says, “I want you to be yoked to Me in the fullest way possible.” We’re talking 
about the lowest and the Most High. This is the most unique joining, even more than the Jews and the Gentiles, 
as grand as it is, if you really understand the grandness of the Jew and the Gentile.  
 
Paul said, “Let’s bring it up one more notch.” It’s the created and the uncreated, the holy and the unholy, the 
darkened understanding with perfect wisdom and knowledge. It’s the Most High with the lowest. This is the 
ultimate mystery God planned in the eternal councils inside the Trinity. The angels were just longing to 
understand, but God wouldn’t fully proclaim it except in seed form until His Son came and paid the price, 
anointed the apostles, and they began to preach it. At the end of the age the things that were preached come to 
fullness before the Lord returns. He manifests His purposes victoriously before He’s finished with them even on 
the earth. That’s what’s going on. 
 
Let’s go to Revelation 19. Revelation 19 is the mystery that’s in the mind of God. It’s the mystery that the 
angels have on their minds. It’s the mystery that Paul the apostle grappled with. Yes, there’s the mystery of the 
resurrection of the dead. Yes, there’s the mystery of Christ in you. Yes, there’s the mystery of two becoming 
one, Jews and Gentiles. But this is the great mystery, what the NIV calls the profound mystery. I like the word 
great in a better way. It’s the highest in importance. It’s the highest in its splendor and value. It’s the great one. 
There’s nothing of more importance to God than this cleaving and this cherishing of Jesus with His bride, 
making her co-heir. The ultimate mixed marriage is Jesus Christ with fallen human beings.  
 
The bride’s first response is unity. What you can understand already is that the mystery is fulfilled. That’s 
what’s going on in this unity. I’ll read the three verses here on page three.  
 
“SALVATION AND GLORY AND HONOR AND POWER BELONG TO OUR GOD!” 
Revelation 19:1-3: “After these things I heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, ‘Hallelujah! 
Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to our God!’” (Rev. 19:1).  
 
Again, this loud voice is the voice of the bride speaking, as we find out later. This is her first statement: “‘For 
true and righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the great harlot who corrupted the earth with her 
fornication. He has avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her.’ Again they said, ‘Hallelujah! For her 
smoke rises up forever and ever!’” (Rev. 19:2-3). 
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After these things, number one, after the mystery is completed in Revelation 10:7, when the angel proclaimed, 
“The mystery is finished” (Rev. 19:7, paraphrased), the angels said, “Wow!” God actually pulled off the 
ultimate miraculous. He took demonized people who hated God, who were filled with the sentence of judgment. 
He paid the judgment; broke the powers of demons; cleansed them, imparted love in them, and exalted them to 
the right hand of God. They said, “Incredible! The plan was pulled off. The mystery was completed. It wasn’t 
an aborted plan.” That’s what the angels were saying in Revelation 10:7: “The mystery is completed. It’s 
finished. The thing that God started, He completed.”  
 
That’s what they’re proclaiming there. They’re gathered together and they’re gathered to Him, both Jews and 
Gentiles; the whole Body of Christ is unified, and they are all unified to Him as well.  
 
“HE HAS JUDGED THE GREAT HARLOT WHO CORRUPTED THE EARTH” 
OK, the thing that’s underlined or emphasized here is that the harlot is judged—the harlot portrayed in 
Revelation 17 and 18. We’ll look at the judgment of the harlot in more detail in those two chapters, which are 
devoted to that subject. It’s not an accident that the harlot is revealed in two chapters and then pronounced 
judged. Immediately after, the bride is revealed for four chapters and is proclaimed victorious. Before the 
revealing of the bride, God first pronounced judgment on the harlot across the human race before the bride was 
revealed. Again, we’ll talk more about that as we go on. The most severe judgments in history are found in the 
book of Revelation: especially the judging of the harlot in Revelation 17 and 18, and the earthquakes, 
calamities, plagues.  
 
Here’s the problem with these judgments: when God releases His judgments on the earth, the net result is that 
the people get offended at God. The most difficult area to agree with God on unequivocally, all throughout 
church history, is when God releases His judgments. That’s when His people say, “You’ve gone too far, God. 
Those babies were innocent. I don’t like what You’re doing,” or, better yet, “what You’re not intervening to 
stop doing.”  
 
There’s more judgment in the heart of God’s people against God than we can ever even imagine. The Word of 
God describes it as Satan’s accusations against God, which have been lodged in the very heart of God’s people 
against God. They point their finger at God and say, “You’re not fair. You’re not wise. You’re cruel. You don’t 
keep your word.” This is the accusation lodged in the hearts of most Christians. It’s really extreme in 
unbelievers, but it’s powerfully strong still in the Church. There’s no area with greater accusation against God 
than the area where God allows negative things to take place. We say, “No. We have had enough.” 
 
THE BRIDE IS IN FULL AGREEMENT WITH THE JUDGMENTS OF THE LAMB 
The great multitude stands with a loud voice. It’s the great multitude described in chapter 7. You can read that 
later. The loud voice expresses the exuberance of the bride in the eternal city. The whole city hears the voice.  
 
Here’s the grand thing in paragraph C. The bride is in full agreement; that’s the point. That’s what’s going on 
here. The bride looks at Him and says, “Salvation,” but first she says, “Hallelujah,” which means, “Praise be to 
God.” “I totally agree with You, God. I see it now, and there’s not an ounce of accusation in my heart against 
You.”  
 
When she says hallelujah after the most severe acts of God, God says, “She really understands My heart now 
for the first time ever.” Her pronouncement of praise in the most severe judgments of history is a far bigger 
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statement than the fact that God has just judged people. It’s the statement that she’s free from any strongholds 
of accusation in her heart for the first time in her whole experience; she understands the heart of God and agrees 
with it totally. 
 
One of the big problems of the Church is that we’re more loving than God is in our own thinking. We’re 
offended by what He allows to happen. We’re offended by His economy and the way that He evaluates things. 
He allows pain to continue and our fists rise up. Maybe not literally, but in our hearts they rise up. God 
understands that, but one of His desires is to take this and purge out of our hearts this spirit of accusation. It will 
happen before it’s over. 
 
The bride is standing before the throne. The celebration is beginning and she starts it with an affirmation of full 
agreement with God in the most severe activity of God—the judging of the final generation. There’s nothing 
more severe than that in terms of human history. Even in the presence of that she finds no judgment in her heart. 
She says, “Salvation belongs to You—the issues of judgment and the issues of saving and delivering. You have 
the wisdom and only You have the wisdom, and we agree with You now.” Fantastic! 
 
ACCUSATION AGAINST GOD IS ONE OF SATAN’S MOST EFFECTIVE WEAPONS 
Number one down here: judgment is the most difficult area of agreement. She agrees with His earthly 
judgments. Again, one of Satan’s most effective strategies is to get us to accuse God. We’ve all done it in 
various seasons, and some people have done it in this room today, because that’s just how it works. It’s 
accusation lodged in your heart against God, but here’s the problem with it: it hinders bridal love probably as 
strongly as anything else that Satan does. First we take the accusations against ourselves, and then we take them 
and give them to God. Satan accuses; he accuses God night and day (Rev. 12:11). Those accusations get in our 
own hearts against ourselves. Then they get in our hearts against God, and there’s nothing that stops the 
presence of God and growth in love more powerfully. It’s more powerful than any sins that could ever enslave 
you—accusation in your spirit against yourself or against God. Really, it’s a form of unforgiveness. It 
completely paralyzes our ability to grow in love or to feel loved. You can’t stand before God with an accusation 
and feel His embrace.  
 
I don’t know if you’ve ever had someone mistreat you. Then they come to put their arm around you and you 
feel real anger towards them. You just want to push away like that. It’s the same with the Holy Spirit and the 
Lord. When that accusation is in your heart towards Him, the good part is that He’s not mad like we’re mad. He 
understands it so well and He has such tenderness towards us, but we push ourselves away from His embraces 
and His wooings when we have this accusation in our spirit. Satan is very, very effective, but the bride ends up 
with every single accusation subdued and broken. The power of accusation is broken. She’s in full agreement 
with God. This is a really, really powerful thing that’s going on here. This is the first time in history that 100 
percent of the people are in 100 percent agreement with the government over them. It has never happened 
before; it will never happen again. Of course they’re redeemed, but the people for the first time are 100 percent 
in agreement with the government over them. 
 
HE HAS AVENGED ON THE HARLOT THE BLOOD OF HIS SAINTS 
Here’s the thing. Actually, I overlooked one point here, back on page three; let me go back there. I forgot one 
point. She says to Him in verse 2, “For true and righteous are Your judgments, for You have judged the great 
harlot who corrupted the earth. He has avenged on her the blood of His saints” (Rev. 19:2, paraphrased). 
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He talks about His earthly judgments. Then in verse 3 she goes the full distance. She says, “Alleluia! For the 
smoke of her judgment rises up forever and ever” (Rev. 19:3, paraphrased). She actually agrees with the most 
perilous thing we can comprehend with our minds—eternal judgment. She says, “I even agree with you on 
that.” There’s complete unity amongst the redeemed, and they are in complete unity with God. They not only 
agree with His judgments in history, especially in the final generation, the most difficult generation in which to 
agree with God; they actually agree with His judgments in eternity. God is going to reveal Himself to us, and 
we will understand His heart with no resistance to Him whatsoever. 
 
OK, I forgot that point. Let’s go to page four. All of God’s people are fully unified together, all unified with 
Him. That’s the picture of how the wedding ceremony starts. The bride selects two major reasons why what He 
did was valid. There are a number of reasons, but she picks out two by the Holy Spirit. She says, “First of all, 
we want to say that one reason why we agree with Your judgments in time and eternity is because this harlot 
was corrupting the whole earth with her fornication. The earth belongs to Your Son.” 
 
We’ll look at this next week, but the inheritance is Jesus’ inheritance (Ps. 2:8). It belongs to Him. The people 
belong to Him. The kings of the earth rose up and said, “We want the hearts of the people.”  
 
The Father says to the kings, “No, you can’t have them. I’ve already promised the heart of the people to My 
Son. He will totally possess their hearts.” 
 
The kings say, “No, we want to rule them.” They’re inspired by Satan, and so Satan creates the counterfeit 
passion. There’s going to be a revival of immorality in the generation in which the Lord returns. The reason 
there’s a revival of immorality in the generation of the Lord’s return is because the number one thing on the 
Father’s agenda is a revival of holy passion in the hearts of God’s people.  
 
Satan is going to go toe to toe with God the Father for the hearts of the souls of the human race. He’s going to 
introduce corruption and fornication and try to pollute the earth with passion, yes, but with a counterfeit 
passion. It’s to shut them down, to fill them with shame, to drive them out of the presence of God, and to 
capture their souls with something that’s the opposite of what they were created for. There are many places in 
the book of Revelation where the presence of immorality is absolutely vital in Satan’s strategy at the end of the 
age. 
 
At the end of the age there are many different battlefronts. At the end of the age there’s no battlefront more 
powerful than the clash of passion for the human soul. That’s what the whole thing is about. Who will the 
human heart be wholehearted for? For God or for itself in the form of all its pleasures and fornications? 
 
God says, “No. I’ll be your magnificent obsession. I’ll free you. I’ll fill you. I’ll capture you with all My heart. 
I’ll show you your identity and cleanse you. You will never find more pleasure than you’ll find in the truth of 
who you are before Me.” That’s where this thing is going.  
 
The number one strategy on Satan’s mind is to hinder bridal love, holy passion. I’m absolutely convinced that 
that’s absolutely the number one thing: to take Jesus’ inheritance out of His hands and to bring it down with 
him. I don’t think it’s an accident that Satan is doing this. 
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THE FINAL AND MOST INTIMATE REVELATION OF OUR IDENTITY 
Let me tell you of the two things I said last week. The two great revelations of the Godhead that are before the 
Church in this generation are the revelation of God as a Father with tender mercy, and the revelation of the Son 
as the passionate Bridegroom for us, the bride, with His passionate affections. The revelation of the Father 
comes first. We will never, ever buy into our identity as the bride without it. It isn’t a gender-based thing at all. 
It’s an affectionate partnership, as I said last week. We will never receive the affection of the Bridegroom until 
we have said yes to the tender mercy of the Father. We’re not equipped as a bride until we have been equipped 
as sons and daughters embraced by the love of God. 
 
I’m excited about the revelation of the bride and the Bridegroom, because I think it’s the final and most intimate 
revelation of our identity. It’s the deepest, most powerfully penetrating truth of who we are as co-heirs with 
Christ Jesus, made in the very image and likeness of the Son of God, planned that way from eternity. I bet 
there’s nothing higher than that. The way into this is the Father’s embrace. All across the land in the last five or 
ten years, books and conferences and seminars have multiplied on the father-heart of God. We say, “Yes, go, 
God, go.” It has to go forth first. I’m convinced that that’s the absolute key to bringing us forward to the next 
one. 
 
IF YOU DON’T FEEL LIKE A VIRGIN, YOU WON’T LIVE LIKE A VIRGIN 
What are we doing with the subject of the Bride of Christ? We’re just sowing seed, because I believe the Holy 
Spirit has so much more to give us on this that we don’t see for years and years and years. I’m just sowing a 
little seed ahead of time. I believe the revelation of the Father and the Bridegroom will heal immorality more 
powerfully than anything else. I didn’t say it was the only thing, but I believe that revelation of the Godhead 
will be a substantial healer of sexual brokenness. The Father, number one, and then the Bridegroom, number 
two; our identity as pure sons and daughters, and our identity as betrothed, chaste virgins in the sight of God. As 
I said the other day, if you don’t feel like a virgin, you won’t live like a virgin. We’re pure and chaste virgins; 
even the carnal Corinthians were virgins in the presence of God. It’s a fantastic reality that we must receive in 
our spirits in a greater way. 
 
Number one: the bride says, “It’s good that You brought her down, because she’s trying to steal the hearts of the 
people from the truth of who they are as lovers of God. They’re stealing the inheritance of the noblest Person of 
all of eternity, the Man Christ Jesus in all of His deity. 
 
The second point they hit here really strongly is this: “God is avenging on this harlot the blood of all His 
servants, the Christians.” She won’t be able to get them to compromise on immorality. 
 
“PRAISE OUR GOD, ALL YOU HIS SERVANTS AND THOSE WHO FEAR HIM” 
“Then a voice came from the throne, saying, Praise our God, all you His servants and those who fear Him, both 
small and great! And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the 
sound of mighty thunderings, saying, ‘Hallelujah! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns’!” (Rev. 19:5-6). 
 
Again, my opinion is that the Holy Spirit’s voice is the voice from the throne. It’s the voice speaking with the 
authority of God. I believe it’s the Holy Spirit, because this is the greatest moment of all human history. Here it 
is. It’s the event for which the cross and resurrection took place. I can’t imagine anyone getting the privilege 
except for the best man, the Holy Spirit. He says, “Hey, I want to announce it.” He has been announcing the 
plan of God throughout history. I believe the Holy Spirit is the best man in the wedding. He proclaims to this 
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great multitude, “Let the celebration begin.” It’s a voice from the throne; it never says who, but how likely it is 
that the Holy Spirit would describe Himself as simply a voice in the wilderness, a voice from the throne. John 
was the voice in the wilderness, and I believe the Holy Spirit is the voice from the throne. He doesn’t even want 
recognition, but He looks at Jesus whom He came to glorify and He says, “Let Me announce it.” 
 
Jesus says, “Go for it.” That’s just my personal theory. I believe it’s the Holy Spirit’s favorite announcement. I 
believe that’s what’s going on here.  
 
The Holy Spirit says in verse 5, “Praise our God, all you His servants and those who fear Him” (Rev. 19:5). He 
says, “Praise the Lord.” Basically, that’s what the announcement is: “Praise the Lord.”  
 
This isn’t a command. He’s not talking to this redeemed bride of over a billion people, saying, “Now you guys, 
get your minds back on the Lord and praise the Lord, all you His servants…”  
 
That’s not what’s happening. What has just taken place is that there has been a great hush, a great awe; a great 
silence has fallen over them, this billion and a half of the redeemed of history. These billion and a half have just 
seen the twenty-four elders fall down prostrate.  
 
All the saints were saying, “Wow! This is awesome!”  
 
I imagine a holy hush filling the wedding ceremony. What are we going to think when we see the twenty-four 
elders lying prostrate before the throne of God, in essence saying, “You did what You said You would do! No 
one stopped You! Those demonized, angry, bitter, immoral people are washed, cleansed, freed and in unity with 
You”? They fall down and we’re just overwhelmed as we’re watching this.  
 
The Holy Spirit is like a trumpet. He’s like a prophetic trumpet. He’s signaling the time and the ceremony for 
the appropriate celebration to begin. He’s saying in essence, “It’s time to change the focus. It’s time to break the 
silence of what just happened.” Because we’re awed by it, and all of a sudden the Holy Spirit speaks, and no 
one has authority like Him except for the Father and the Son. He speaks, and He has the right to speak. He says, 
“Release the praise that’s in your heart.” The focus changes in the celebration. The saints absolutely go for it, 
because it’s now the appropriate time to change the focus in the celebration. 
 
WORSHIP THAT’S COMPLETELY FREE OF CONDEMNATION, DEFILEMENT, AND FEAR 
Imagine the drama of what’s happening. Here’s what we have. We have the pent-up joy of knowing for 2,000 
years through the book of Revelation that that’s where we’re going. The saints up there can’t do this until the 
great pronouncement is there. They know it’s coming. We know it’s coming. Hosea and the gang back 750 
years B.C. knew it was coming. They’re all there. The anticipation of knowing it’s coming to a wedding 
ceremony has been building in the saints.  
 
It’s the awe of watching the most majestic of angelic hosts fall prostrate absolutely stunned by the faithfulness 
of God to His Son. We have the anticipation of the Bridegroom about to break forth in His splendor, as He does 
in verse 11.  
 
We’re saying, “Oh my goodness,” and the Holy Spirit says, “Let your hearts release the praise.” He gives the 
prophetic signal: time to celebrate. There’s no restraint of religion, and zero condemnation taking place. There’s 
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no defilement in our spirit. There’s no fear. There’s no one saying, “Oh no, the next season of testing is going to 
be so tough.” It’s all gone. There’s no fear of testing or training. There’s no sinful defilement. We’re not 
worshiping, trying to overcome evil and angry and immoral thoughts. There’s no condemnation because of 
failure. We’re completely free of condemnation, defilement, and fear, and the celebration begins. She explodes 
on her wedding day with such undiluted celebration and affection. It’s quite astounding. 
 
THE VOICE OF MANY WATERS AND OF MIGHTY THUNDERINGS  
The bride begins to speak up in verse 6. Her voice comes forth. This is what I love. Here she is: the voice of the 
multitude. It’s the great host of the redeemed. Her voice sounds like two distinct things John noticed. Number 
one: she has the sound of many waters. Number two: she has the sound of mighty thunderings. 
 
What we have here on page five is Revelation 1:15. The sound of many waters is what? That’s what Jesus’ 
voice sounds like in Revelation 1. John said, “His voice sounded like many waters.” In chapter 4:5, the sound of 
mighty thunderings is what the Father sounds like. The bride sounds like the Father and the Son.  
 
When she speaks, the angels say, “This doesn’t sound like the same group we have listened to throughout 
history.” The angels say, “The very authority of the Father and the Son has been laid upon her on her wedding 
day. Her voice is Their voice now, and when she speaks the demonic hosts obey her like they obey Jesus.” 
 
We’ll see that next week at the end of this chapter. She’s with Him in all of His judgments now. She doesn’t 
just agree with Him; she now executes them with Him. There’s going to be a progression in the bridal 
partnership. She not only agrees, but she’ll execute them.  
 
I remember hearing the audible voice of God in April of 1984, when the Lord said, “The wine begins in ten 
years.”  
 
I’ve told that story before, but here’s what I remember. The voice of God was like thunder. It was like I heard it 
from twenty miles away. I remember telling Diane just moments after it happened, “Unbelievable! It sounded 
like it came from miles away.” The thundering power of the voice of God just shook me to the very core of my 
being. I’m sure that was a very, very toned-down thunder for a very weak man with a small capacity. I’ll tell 
you, one day when we stand before the Son of God on the wedding day and we say, “Blessed be the Lord. 
Hallelujah! For You are the Lord God Omnipotent!” the angels will say, “She sounds just like Them now. She 
sounds just like They sound. Listen to her.” We will sound different even to the angels, for the day will come 
when we will take our position in the hierarchy of heaven as the queen of the eternal city at the seat of Christ, at 
the very right hand of Christ Jesus, and His authority will be ours. 
 
“HALLELUJAH! FOR THE LORD GOD OMNIPOTENT REIGNS” 
Here’s her confession. This is what we will end with. She ends with her confession. She says, “Hallelujah.” 
This is her understanding. She speaks back to Him with the very voice of Christ Jesus, because we know the 
hour has come for the impartation of His likeness to her. 
 
She says, “Hallelujah, for the Lord God Omnipotent reigns.” What does that mean? When she says, 
“Hallelujah,” she’s saying, “I have full agreement with You on my wedding day.”  
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THESE MOMENTARY AFFLICTIONS ARE WORKING AN ETERNAL WEIGHT OF GLORY 
What I think is taking place is something more even intimate than our agreement with Him over the judgment 
of the earth, like in verses 1-3. This is only my opinion, but I really believe this. I believe we’re giving our 
insight in terms of His leadership over our lives as individuals. I believe this is like our wedding vows. On the 
earth we have had to hold a confession of faith—pain, confusion, intense trials, and man, our minds are 
swimming. The devil is whispering, “Accuse God. Just curse God and die.” It’s the thing that says, “Just give 
into sin and forget the path of righteousness.” That’s a familiar voice to every single believer in every 
generation of Christianity: “Just forget it and go walk in sin.” It’s a very powerful voice that every single person 
understands. It’s Satan’s strategy. 
 
We’ve had to stand there and say this: “Everything works together for good” (Rom. 8:28a). It doesn’t look like 
it, it doesn’t feel like it, but He said it. Everything, everything, even my spiritual weaknesses, the attack of the 
people against me, their weaknesses, their evil, Satan’s rage, everything is producing something I’ll rejoice in 
on the last day. The only confession that keeps us sane is that confession, right? Under all the pain and pressure. 
Satan comes and we hold our ground.  
 
There’s going to come a day when we will stand and we will look at Him and we will see the wedding feast. We 
will look at our lives, and maybe we didn’t have the kind of circumstances we envisioned, but we grew in love.  
We’ll look and say, “Here’s the wedding day. We love You. How come I love You and so much of the earth 
doesn’t? I’m one that loves You. Somewhere in it all I found You, even a little.”  
 
We’ll look around and we’ll see the great wedding and His passion for us and how He fought for us against the 
great harlot. We’ll have the very voice of Christ Jesus. We know we’ll be just like Him. We’ll look around and 
we’ll say, “Wait, Lord, I’ve got a complete reinterpretation of everything. You weren’t neglecting me on the 
earth like it seemed at the time, and like my friends told me and the devil whispered. You were reigning the 
whole time with omnipotence. There was power in what You did. I didn’t know that ten years later it would 
have this impact on me and I would do this and that. Now that I see how things could have been, Lord, I grew in 
love. It’s unbelievable. Now that none of those circumstances matter, I’ve got love in my heart. You didn’t 
neglect me. You weren’t too severe. It all makes sense for the first time.” 
 
It won’t be a faith confession; it will be an overflow of experience. “I agree, God. I agree! I see it! I see the 
wisdom of mature love. I see the wisdom of growing in love now, and it’s worth more than everything now. I’m 
so glad You didn’t quit while I pouted, and I would swear I would give you one more chance. Oh, I’m glad You 
didn’t quit and leave me to my own designs.” 
 
The Lord says, “I wasn’t going to do that. I was, with omnipotence, with full power, orchestrating your life 
plan. I was leading you, with not too much intensity of blessing, not too much intensity of pressure.”  
 
You might have had a totally different opinion, but on that day we will see that the arrangement of all the events 
of our life, the orchestration of the leadership of our life had perfect wisdom and power in it. It’s like the Lord is 
saying this; here we’re the voice of Jesus and the voice of the Father and we already have His authority. 
 
The Father says, “OK, let me ask you. I understand how you think about His leadership over history; you agree 
with it. What do you think about His leadership over your life now? Do you trust His leadership, for He’s to be 
your Husband forever?”  
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We will say, “Hallelujah. He’s the Lord God. He didn’t neglect us. He wasn’t too busy. He didn’t lie. He 
reigned the whole time.” It was powerful. It was wise.  
 
He going to say, “Do you want His leadership over you?”  
 
“Hallelujah! The Lord God Omnipotent. He reigns.”  
 
That will be the confession of the bride on her wedding day. “It makes sense. I’m glad now.” It’s like Paul said 
in Romans 8:18: he said the sufferings of this life are incomparable to the glory coming. On that day of glory, 
we will say, “Oh, I didn’t understand then. Yes, yes, yes, yes, yes, yes, yes!” 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 


