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Session 12 Pictures of the Bride: Esther, Part 2 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Verse 1. “After these things. . .” (Esth. 3:1). We find out from verse 7a that it’s the twelfth year of Ahasuerus’ 
reign. It’s five years later than the last time we had a time check. Previously, we were in the seventh year of his 
reign, and now we’re in the twelfth. This is five years after Esther has been called to the position of queen. It’s 
five years later. Keep that time frame in your understanding. Again, this is historical. I don’t know if that time 
frame has allegorical significance, but we’re looking at the history even as we do the allegorical. 
 
“After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him 
and set his seat above all the princes who were with him” (Esth. 3:1). Now listen to this: “And all the king's 
servants who were within the king's gate bowed and paid homage to Haman, for so the king had commanded 
concerning him. But Mordecai would not bow or pay homage” (v. 2). I like to add the phrase, “couldn’t bow 
down,” because He’s the Holy Spirit. 
 
Verse 3 is describing Mordecai’s co-workers, the men who work at the gate with him. They were probably his 
friends, and they were concerned that he was going to get in big trouble. You can’t ignore the word of the king 
of Persia or it’s instant execution. “Then the king's servants who were within the king's gate said to Mordecai, 
‘Why do you transgress the king's command?’ Now it happened, when they spoke to him daily and he would 
not listen to them, that they told it to Haman, to see whether Mordecai's words would stand” (Esth. 3:3-4). They 
wondered whether he was really as resolute as he said he was against Haman. Of course, Haman speaks of sin 
and Satan and the flesh. “For Mordecai had told them that he was a Jew” (v. 4b). 
 
“When Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow or pay him homage, Haman was filled with wrath. But he 
disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone, for they had told him of the people of Mordecai” (Esth. 3:5-6). There 
were several million Jewish people in the kingdom of Persia. “Instead, Haman said, ‘I’ll take it up a notch. I’ll 
destroy all the Jews throughout the entire kingdom of Ahasuerus—the people of Mordecai” (Esth. 3:6b, 
paraphrased). We’re talking 127 provinces, which was most of the known world at that time. He wants to 
completely annihilate the Jewish race. 
 
THE TROUBLE WITH THE CHILDREN OF ESAU 
“All of this happened in the twelfth year of the king’s reign” (Esth. 3:7, paraphrased). First, we have Haman the 
Agagite. The name Agagite comes from Agag. Saul was supposed to kill King Agag; Samuel ended up hewing 
him to pieces afterwards, but Haman comes from the lineage of King Agag, who was the king that Saul spared. 
 
It goes back in the picture language of the Old Testament all the way to Esau, and this isn’t just excited 
imagination; this is a pretty standard principle. Esau was the one who was given an inheritance from the Lord, 
and he sold it because he was hungry that day. He said, “I would rather have instant gratification than the 
blessing of God, because I don’t need God.” That was the attitude of Esau. “Why do I need the blessing of God? 
I’m hungry. I would rather have instant gratification than the blessing of God.” This wasn’t just weakness; he 
wrote off his entire inheritance. He sold it for a bowl of soup because it was of no regard to him. His brother 
Jacob got it instead. He was very happy for it. Jacob, as twisted and deceptive as he was, needed God. Jacob had 
hope, but Esau didn’t think he needed any help. 
 



THE BRIDE OF CHRIST CONFERENCE, 1996 – MIKE BICKLE 
Session 12 Pictures of the Bride: Esther, Part 2 
Transcript: 04/11/96 Page 2 

 
IHOP–KC Missions Base    www.IHOP.org 

Free Teaching Library    www.MikeBickle.org  

The Amalekites were descended from Esau. These are the people who rose up when Moses was leading the 
Israelites out of the land of Egypt in Exodus 17. The Amalekites rose up and said, “We will stop you. We will 
kill you.”  
 
The descendants of Esau always speak of resisting the purpose of God. The Amalekites did it. A few 
generations went by and Samuel the prophet came to Saul, the first king of Israel, and said, “Listen, King Saul: 
you need to kill all the Amalekites.” King Agag was an Amalekite. “You need to kill all of them.” They were all 
descended from Esau, and they speak of the principle that’s destroying the purpose of God. 
 
Of course, as we know, Saul did not kill the Amalekites. We know that when Saul committed suicide, it was an 
Amalekite who actually killed him at the very end. He died at the hand of the Amalekites. Now, some four or 
five hundred years later, here’s an Agagite. God told Israel to exterminate all of them, and here’s another. This 
is the only race God was adamant about exterminating in its entirety. Guess what Herod was? He came from the 
lineage of Esau. He was an Edomite. He killed all the babies in Bethlehem, and tried to kill Jesus as an infant. 
It’s about a bloodline, too; God’s not concerned about that. That was an Old Testament thing, because if you’re 
redeemed, you’re redeemed. All blood is bad blood if you’re not saved. There’s no blood that’s good blood that 
can save you except for the blood of Jesus. 
 
I wanted to establish the point that it’s a very prominent word picture throughout the entire Old Testament. 
Esau, the Edomites, the Amalekites, the Agagites, are all of the same lineage; it’s that which resists the purpose 
of God, and God said that it needs to be removed, always. When a Bible student reads this and sees that the king 
promoted Haman the Agagite, you say, like Rosie did, “Oh no, not him!” That’s an instant tip-off in Bible 
language that we have trouble in our midst. 
 
GOD WANTED HIS KINDNESS TO BE FULLY MAGNIFIED AND SEEN 
Here’s the king, and the king in this allegory is the Lord who is promoting Haman. God is actually ordaining for 
a season that the reign of sin and death will continue in the human race (Rom. 5:21). God has allowed sin and 
death to reign like a king. He gives Haman his signet ring. Actually he does that in the next paragraph. He gives 
him his signet ring, which means the authority of the king. What this speaks of in the allegory is that God the 
Father allowed the serpent in the garden. He could have stopped him in a second. He could have completely 
allowed Satan to annihilate them if He had wanted. He allowed the serpent in the garden. He didn’t make Eve 
say yes to sin, but He knew that she would, and He knew that Adam would, too. When Adam sinned, all sinned 
because of Adam (Rom. 5:12). Sin and death are reigning like a king, like Haman with the signet ring.  
 
Why is this happening? Why does the king allow this to happen? It only happens for a short time on planet 
earth. If the Lord comes in this generation or the next, it happens for 6,000 years out of the billions of years of 
eternity. It’s a very brief time where God allows Haman to have the signet ring. God wanted to create a contrast 
that magnifies the reign of grace—that magnifies the redemption of Jesus. He wanted to give a context in which 
voluntary love, under the fire and the pressure of temptation and the enemy’s rage and attack, would be real, 
and the grace and love of God would be magnified. God didn’t make something happen, but He could have kept 
the serpent out of the garden if He had wanted. He wanted voluntary love to come forth out of the pressures and 
the fire of temptation and attack from Satan. He wanted His kindness to be fully magnified and seen (Eph. 2:7). 
 
When we get to heaven and we see that we’re highly exalted at the right hand of Christ—which is the revelation 
of the bride—when we see all that, we will say, “Why?” The answer will be the kindness of God; the exceeding 
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kindness of God will have been manifest throughout all the ages. This thing is serving God’s purpose. God 
didn’t make it happen, but it’s serving the purpose of God, because there’s voluntary love and there’s the 
magnifying of grace. 
 
The same kind of principle takes place in Romans 9:17. God raises up Pharaoh. God puts the signet ring on 
Pharaoh. Why? Because He wants to show His power and He wants to reveal His name to the entire earth 
(Rom. 9:17). God puts the signet ring on his finger. Literally, the King allows the flesh to have room in order 
that He can break the power of the flesh in the sphere of the nations, and He gives the chance for voluntary love.  
 
The king has actually promoted Haman. He has allowed evil to intensify. He has allowed it to be present, but 
there are seasons where the Lord actually puts the signet ring on it, and it reigns like a king in the most intense 
ways. Though it goes against the heart of God, it ends up fulfilling the purpose of God by creating a context in 
which love comes forth. The result is fiery love and the magnifying of God’s grace. Only God can oversee all 
these things.  
 
Haman speaks of Satan in the spirit realm. Haman speaks of sin in natural history. Haman speaks of the fullness 
of evil in the last generation in the spirit and person of the Antichrist. Haman speaks of sin in the spiritual 
realm, because remember, we’re talking about all of God’s creative purpose going on here. It’s not just the 
problem of sin; it’s God’s confronting of evil, and the very existence of evil. You’ll really see the big picture 
here. It’s Satan in the spiritual realm, sin in the natural history, and the fullness of evil in the final generation in 
the person of the Antichrist, which I believe is a spirit that is already at work in the world. That spirit will be 
literally embodied in a literal man. I believe that. It’s very, very clear from Scripture. My point is that Haman is 
going to be given a signet ring again before the whole earth. The drama of the bride reigning and ruling and 
triumphing with her King is absolutely a relevant drama, and it will take place. The book of Esther has a 
historical time line from the beginning of eternity to the end, but it also has a historical time line from the 
beginning of Adam to the end. It also has an application in the final culmination of human history. Of course, 
through various seasons of redemptive history this book has been applicable. 
 
“Above all” (Esth. 3:1b). He’s promoted Haman above all. Here I put Romans 5:21: sin reigns and death reigns. 
God the Father let that happen. Everyone pays homage to Haman. “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God” (Rom. 3:23). 
 
GOD’S BATTLES ARE FOUGHT IN THE FULLNESS OF GOD’S TIME 
Mordecai refuses to bow. Haman’s people speak to Mordecai daily. Here I put Galatians 5:17: “The flesh wages 
war against the Spirit daily” (Gal. 5:17, paraphrased). It’s a daily battle. The flesh is trying to take over the 
whole 127 provinces daily. This is a battle. It’s coming and resisting the Holy Spirit to Haman’s people all over 
the earth. The reason Mordecai reveals his identity is significant. It’s time for full disclosure, because he’s 
drawing the battle lines right now. He wants to confront this thing now in the fullness of God’s timing. But it 
isn’t the proper time yet. He told Esther, “Don’t do it yet.”  
 
There’s a fullness of God’s timing for God’s battles. There’s a time when the Holy Spirit is given on the day of 
Pentecost. The Holy Spirit wasn’t given a thousand years before. There’s a time when the Holy Spirit stands up 
and says, “This is who I am. This is what I’m about. I’m totally against you.” The battle lines are drawn and the 
Holy Spirit has done this by revealing His identity. It’s a bold statement. On the day of Pentecost, the battle 
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lines were drawn in a whole new way against Satan’s kingdom in the spiritual realm. The identity of Mordecai 
was revealed in history. 
 
“Haman was filled with wrath” (Esth. 3:5). He doesn’t like this. There’s Galatians 5:17 again: “The flesh wars 
incessantly against the Holy Spirit.” It won’t give in. It will fight against the Holy Spirit until the end, except in 
the heart of the redeemed who yield by voluntary love. 
 
The Scripture teaches us that in the very last generation evil will intensify. Yet Haman gets the signet ring again 
in a very pronounced way. His goal is to destroy all the Jews. The Jews speak allegorically of the people of 
God. I don’t necessarily believe every Jew in that time was saying yes to God. In the symbolism of this story, 
Haman wants to wipe out all the redeemed, whether it’s the flesh in our individual lives or Satan attacking the 
end-time church as Satan tried to attack the church in history. 
 
This is in the twelfth year of the king’s reign. Twelve is the number of government. It’s five years after the 
wedding ceremony with Esther. Of course, five is the number of grace. Five years after the wedding ceremony, 
Mordecai reveals who he is, and his task to resist Haman.  
 
SATAN WANTS US DESTROYED, AND HE DOESN’T CARE HOW 
Haman seeks the destruction of God’s people. It’s more than persecution; I put persecution first and I changed 
it. Sin or Satan, however you want to personify it, wants to destroy the people of God by persecuting us, or by 
getting us to sin by filling us with immorality; by filling us with despair and accusations against God. He wants 
us destroyed, and he doesn’t care how. It’s not just persecution, so I corrected my own title there. 
 
“In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, they cast Pur (that is, 
the lot), before Haman to determine the day and the month, until it fell on the twelfth month, which is the month 
of Adar” (Esth. 3:7). This corresponds to March and April in our calendar; just put March, that’s good enough. 
 
What’s happening is that Haman has already decided that he’s going to annihilate all the Jewish people, all the 
people of God in the entire kingdom. He wants to wipe them out. The Antichrist will have that same resolve in 
the final generation. He won’t prevail, but he’ll attempt it.  
 
He cast lots. This was more than superstition; it involved false gods and evil spirits. He cast lots and said, 
“What day, O evil spirit?” and it fell on the day appointed. This was during the first month; and, to his dismay, 
the lot fell on the twelfth month. Haman said, “Oh, man! That’s like a year away. I want to kill them, you know, 
next Thursday. The lot falls twelve months from now. Right now I’m in May, and it’s next March.” 
 
The lot falls on the thirteenth day of March. Basically, it’s the thirteenth day of Adar. That’s why he’s casting 
the lot. The lot is called “the Pur.” That’s why it’s called the feast of Purim, because it’s the casting of the lot 
against them that God reversed. That’s why the feast of Purim is celebrated around Easter. It’s one of the 
greatest deliverances, second only to what God did through Moses and Pharaoh. It’s of that level. It’s a fantastic 
deliverance. The same kind of deliverance is going to happen to the literal Jewish people from the kings of the 
north, according to Ezekiel (Eze. 38-39). 
 
HAMAN LIES TO THE KING TO ENSURE THE DESTRUCTION OF THE JEWS 
Now Haman is going to lie to the king. I’m giving you the abbreviated form. 
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“Then Haman said to the king, ‘There are certain people all over your kingdom who have different laws. 
They’re weird and they’re hurting you. Let there be a decree. Let’s wipe them out. I’ll give you 10,000 talents 
of silver, millions of dollars. I’ll help the treasury” (Esth. 3:9-10, paraphrased). 
 
The king needed the treasury’s help. Why? Because of the great battle with Greece that they lost. Haman is now 
the prime minister of the nation, and he’s offering them millions of dollars. He’s the number one man under the 
king. He’s the executive authority in power in the nation. He has access to much money. He said, “I’ll take my 
own personal money and put it into the work if you’ll allow me to kill them.” He said, “They are hurting you, O 
king.” 
 
The king said, “Really? They’ve got different laws?”  
 
He said, “Yes.”  
 
The king said, “Wow!” 
 
A DECREE IS SENT OUT OVER ALL THE WORLD THAT THE JEWS MUST BE KILLED 
“So the king took his signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the 
enemy of the Jews” (Esth. 3:10). Again, the Lord allows sin to reign for a season. Of course, sin has reigned for 
6,000 years of the human race, but Haman intensifies his evil in various seasons. 
 
“Then the king’s scribes were called on the thirteenth day of the first month, and a decree was written” (Esth. 
3:12). Basically, the degree was proclaimed throughout the entire kingdom. It was a decree to kill the Jews. This 
was in May, and it said, “Next March, on the thirteenth, we’ll kill all the Jews.” 
 
The whole nation received this letter, because they literally had a mail service like the Pony Express, for real. A 
horse would run, and every twenty-four hours they would have a new set of carriers, and the message would go 
through the entire kingdom. The Persian communication system was very elaborate. Within a matter of a few 
weeks, the entire kingdom, with all the different languages and nationalities, heard that every single Jew in the 
known world must be exterminated. This included Ethiopia and northern Africa, clear over to India. “Every 
single Jewish person must be killed.” It’s the law of the king of Persia; it can’t be revoked. How many of you 
know there’s a dilemma on the hands of the Jews here? This is a very, very serious thing that’s going on here. 
No law has ever been revoked by a king of Persia, because it’s impossible. So a letter was sent out through this 
elaborate postal system, proclaiming the destruction, the deaths, the annihilation, of all the Jews, young and old, 
women and children, in one day, the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, which was twelve months away, and it 
gave them license to plunder whatever the Jews owned (Esth. 3:13). The entire world had been set against the 
Jews that day with this one letter that went out. 
 
A copy was published for all the people (v. 14). The city of Shushan was perplexed (v. 15). There were so many 
nationalities in this kingdom, and they were saying, “This is the strangest edict.” It was a decree to completely 
annihilate an entire race of people from the earth. The whole city was in turmoil when they saw this. 
 
“THE SAINTS SHALL BE GIVEN INTO HIS HAND FOR A TIME” 
I’m just going to give you a few extra verses here about the signet ring in paragraph D. The signet ring was 
placed on Haman’s hand with his written decree. Daniel 7:21-25 is very important because it talks about the 
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final generation. God the Father, called “the Ancient of Days” in this vision, is going to give a decree just like 
King Ahasuerus. He’s going to allow the Antichrist for a brief moment in the final days to wear down the saints 
of the Most High God. That’s when God the Father issues a decree from heaven. He says, “You can wear them 
down.” 
 
God the Father has a lot of things on His mind. Number one: any of the saints who die step over the line into 
instant celestial glory. He doesn’t have to worry about the ones who step over the line. He’s going to produce 
something; He’s going to allow a contrast in order for love to be magnified and grace to abound in a way that 
will prevail across the whole world. It will prevail in the sense that it will shake the nations to the core. Then 
He’s going to pour out His wrath on the nations. There’s some big stuff coming down before the end. 
 
The Antichrist is called “the horn” in this passage. He will wage war against the saints and prevail, but the 
Ancient of Days will make a judgment in His timing and change the whole thing in one day. That’s exactly 
what’s happening here. You can read this in Daniel 7:21-25, and again in Revelation 17:17-18. Again, God is 
going to allow a brief reign of evil to intensify across the whole world, just as this Persian kingdom was the 
whole world at that time. It will happen again, but on a worldwide level. God will allow it to happen, but He’s 
going to enact the book of Esther again. 
 
“THERE WAS GREAT MOURNING AMONG THE JEWS” 
The challenge to intercession. In verse 1, Mordecai learns everything that’s going on (Esth. 4:1). The Holy 
Spirit is fully aware of the plans taking place. “He tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes, and went out 
into the midst of the city. He cried with a loud voice and a bitter cry. He went as far as the front of the king’s 
gate” (Esth. 4:1-2). 
 
“And in every province where the king’s command . . . arrived, there was great mourning among the Jews” 
(Esth. 4:3), of course. Here it’s May. On the thirteenth of next March, every one of your family members dies, 
and your neighbors get all your possessions. So they’re starting to look at you differently. They’re looking at 
your stereo in kind of a funny way. 
 
“There was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping, and wailing; and many lay in sackcloth and 
ashes . . . The queen was deeply distressed” (Esth. 4:3-4).  
 
“WHAT ARE YOU DOING AND WHY ARE YOU DOING IT?” 
But she does a very strange thing. Esther actually resists the Holy Spirit here in verse 4: she sends garments to 
clothe Mordecai. “Put your sackcloth away!” 
 
Mordecai says, “No, Esther. You don’t know what’s going on. I won’t put them away.” 
 
He refused Esther. Esther sent one of her main servants to him—this is a key phrase at the very end of verse 5—
“to come to Mordecai to learn what and why this was” (Esth. 4:5, paraphrased). He came on Esther’s behalf to 
learn what the Holy Spirit was doing and why the Holy Spirit was doing it.  
 
I circled what and why. Esther says, “I told the Holy Spirit to change His mode of operation. He said no. Then I 
said, ‘What are You doing and why are You doing it?’” That’s one of the critical questions in the heart of the 
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bride right there, because He’s preparing her for warfare at this time. “What are You doing and why are You 
doing it?”  
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT CRIES OUT WITH A LOUD AND BITTER CRY 
Mordecai, in verse 7, tells the man everything that’s taking place. He says, “Go inform Esther.” Here in verse 8, 
he says, “Haman passed this written decree everywhere. Go show this decree to Esther. Explain it to her. Then I 
want you to command her to go to the king to make supplication to the king and plead from him for all the 
people” (Esth. 4:7-8, paraphrased). 
 
Mordecai tears his clothes. Romans 8:26. I’m putting it under A. I have it down in B, but it should be in A. The 
Holy Spirit is in a mode of intercession. “The Holy Spirit intercedes through us with groanings too deep for 
words” (Rom. 8:26, paraphrased). There are seasons in the Holy Spirit where there’s sackcloth and ashes; where 
there’s deep seeking of God, and the deeper things of God are really number one on His heart in those seasons. 
It’s an intensive time of seeking Him for breakthrough. The Holy Spirit cries out with a loud and bitter cry.  
 
I put the verse there, or you put the verse there—Hebrews 5:7. What did Jesus do? He cried with loud and bitter 
cries in the garden of Gethsemane. There’s intercession going on according to the Spirit and the Son. It’s 
intercession. He cried out. Write the word intercession. This is what’s happening across the whole world; it’s 
not technically the whole world, but in terms of the context we’re talking about, it’s the whole world. There was 
great mourning among all the people of God, all the Jews. Mourning was everywhere. It was a season to 
intensify the seeking of God with prayer and fasting, because there was a collision of spiritual conflict that was 
coming down on a worldwide level. I’m absolutely convinced that this whole thing will be reenacted again in a 
very, very literal way. Literally, a man will rise up and bring the earth into an alliance with him to come against 
the people of God. The Lord will give him a small amount of time and then God will turn the tables on him in 
one day. That’s exactly what the book of Revelation says. It’s the bride who is doing the whole thing in league 
with the Holy Spirit before the King. 
 
A PICTURE OF THE BRIDE WHO IS STILL UNTRAINED IN WARFARE 
Esther goes away to take Mordecai’s sackcloth. She’s resisting him. She’s sincere, but she’s immature in 
warfare. She has never done warfare. She said yes to being the bride, but she hasn’t done a thing yet. She’s 
submitted to the preparations in her heart, the oil of myrrh, the perfumes, but she has never actually been in 
partnership in the area of conflict to bring Haman down. She’s totally a novice. She’s resisting the Spirit of God 
in her immaturity instead of agreeing with the Holy Spirit. She says, “Go put your clothes away. This isn’t the 
right season.” 
 
Mordecai says, “No, Esther. This is the right season. You put on your sackcloth and ashes and go to the king 
and make your appeal.”  
 
She says, “Oh, OK.”  
 
This reminds me of Peter. Jesus is going to die on the cross in Matthew 16:22 and Peter rebukes Jesus, “You 
aren’t going to die” (Mt. 16:22, paraphrased)! 
 
Jesus looks at Peter, the main apostle, and says, “Get thee behind Me, Satan. Peter, your heart is Mine and I 
love you for it, but you’re clueless about the conflict that’s taking place in the Spirit” (Mt. 16:23, paraphrased). 
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That’s what’s going on right now. She has the bridal identity, but she’s not yet skilled in spiritual conflict and 
warfare. That’s OK, because the Holy Spirit will bring her into a partnership. 
 
MORDECAI REVEALS THE WHOLE PLAN OF GOD 
Mordecai told her servant everything. I think of John 16:13-15, when the Spirit brings us into all truth. 
Mordecai reveals the whole thing, the whole plan of God. There’s a prophetic spirit going on right here. 
 
Esther was shown the decree. In other words, a spirit of revelation touches Esther. She sees it now. She says, 
“Oh, wow!”  
 
There’s one more thing in verse 8. Somehow I don’t have notes for this, but in verse 8 he did tell her, he said, “I 
want you to go into the presence of the king and plead for the people” (Esth. 4:8). This is a major, major 
challenge to intercession, because—most of you know this rule of the Persian kings—if you go into the 
presence of the king before he has summoned you, the guards around his private court instantly put you to death 
no matter who you are. 
 
Esther remembers what Vashti just did some years ago. She says, “I’m not like her, but I will break one of your 
rules.” You can’t do that. You have to wait for the king to summon you. Of course, there are spiritual principles 
in there as well. 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT IS MOVING ON THE HEART OF THE RESPONSIVE CHURCH 
Look at Roman numeral XV. The Holy Spirit is moving on the heart of the responsive church with the bride’s 
heart. The responsive church is the church within the Church. There are many born again believers, and I have 
no idea what the percentage is. There are those who are responding with a whole heart, and they are being 
formed in the bridal heart. Of course, the bridal heart is that Jesus wants a partner with Him. That’s a part of the 
essence of the bride. It’s love, yes, but it’s partnership as well.  
 
The first challenge is to intercession, because what does Jesus do? “He lives forever to make intercession” 
(Heb. 7:25, paraphrased). Jesus is so into this thing called intercession. There’s the challenge to intercession. 
Mordecai says, “Go make supplication or intercession.” 
 
He’s going to challenge her to more than intercession, because she’s saying, “OK.” He’s going to challenge her 
to a life of radical obedience and discipleship; a life that backs up the prayer room. It’s one thing to go to the 
prayer room, and it’s another thing to live a life of obedience as you come and go in between. Right? Right.  
 
He’s moving on the responsive church, the remnant within the Church. We never know who they are. They’re 
in every single part of the Body of Christ. Some people get really funny about this. The Word of God always 
shows forth a remnant of people who are responding amongst the people of God. We apply this wrongly when 
we assume it’s a group that’s doing it. Some people say, “That group that left the Baptist denomination is doing 
it rightly, and all the others are doing it wrongly.” That’s really, really off; because this responsive church is all 
over, all over. They exist in every denomination, and under every label possible. Even in the really “on fire” 
places, many aren’t responding. There’s no group that has the final word. The responsive church is amongst the 
actual Church across the world. This is who the Holy Spirit is tugging. 
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THOSE WHO SEEK THE KING UNSUMMONED SHALL BE PUT TO DEATH 
Esther is the responsive one. All the Jews speak of all the people of God, who aren’t responding in the same 
kind of intensity that she is. In verse 10, she tells her servant, “I want you to go tell Mordecai something that he 
has probably overlooked. Everyone knows this. All the king’s servants know that for any man or woman”—and 
I stress the word any—“who goes into the inner court of the king who hasn’t been summoned and called by the 
king, he has but one law: instant death. How can I go tell the king this” (Esth. 4:10-11, paraphrased)? 
 
Possibly you’re thinking, “Yoo-hoo, king. I’ve got something to say. Come out here!” The king’s got this 
massive harem of wives, and, as we’ll see in a moment, Esther says, “I don’t even get to see him again for thirty 
more days. My next appointed time to wave at him is in thirty days.” She said, “You don’t do this. This is the 
most powerful man in the earth.” He’s so much more powerful than the second most powerful man in the earth 
in the human arena. She said, “I’ll be put to death and everyone knows this. Except there’s a Persian law that 
says that if he holds out the golden scepter, then you can live.” 
 
Here’s the verse: “Yet I myself have not been called to go in to the king these thirty days” (Esth. 4:11b, NKJV). 
She said, “I’ve got thirty more days before my next appointment.” That man is too busy.  
 
“WHO KNOWS WHETHER YOU HAVE COME . . . FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS?” 
Mordecai heard all these words. Mordecai says, “I know all that. Everyone knows that. I work for the king. I’m 
one of the gate men. I know. I know all about this, but let me tell you, break the law because our people are at 
stake.” 
 
She says, “If I break the law I’ll die.”  
 
He says, “So? You’re going to die anyway.”  
 
“And the Holy Spirit told the bride, ‘Don’t think in your heart you will escape in the king’s palace any more 
than the Jews” (Esth. 4:13, paraphrased). When Satan is moving, the only place of safety is obedience to the 
Holy Spirit through Mordecai. 
 
Mordecai says, “If you remain silent at this time, I want to tell you this: I know from God, relief and deliverance 
will come. We won’t be cut off, because there are promises that cover all of history for the Jewish nations, and 
we can’t be cut off. Deliverance will come from somewhere” (Esth. 4:13, paraphrased). He says, “I don’t know, 
I just know the prophets. They have to come. Deliverance has to come, but your father’s house”—because she 
had some brothers or sisters living around there—“will perish.” Her mom and dad had died, but there are others 
in the house. “Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this” (Esth. 4:14, 
NKJV)? This is one of the classic sentences of the book. 
 
In other words, “You’ve been promoted.” “Come to the kingdom” means you’ve been given the place of 
promotion. You’ve been given the prosperity that God has given you for the purpose of His kingdom. He says, 
“Do you connect that your influence, your anointing, your blessing, your prosperity is because God wants you 
to use it for His kingdom? Because you’ve come to a place of promotion for a day like this.”  
 
Esther said, “OK.” She said, “I’ll go for it. I’ll go for it.” 
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“I WILL GO TO THE KING . . . AND IF I PERISH, I PERISH” 
Look at what she says in verse 16: “Here’s what I want you to do, Mordecai. Go get all the Jews in the city of 
Shushan. I want them all to fast for me.” Because Shushan was the capital city, where they lived. “Tell them not 
to eat or drink for three days and nights. My maids and I will fast likewise. We’ll have three days of fasting and 
prayer. I’m committed right now. I’ll go in three days. I’ll go to the king, which is against the law, and if I 
perish, I perish” (Esth. 4:16, paraphrased). 
 
That’s the famous sentence right there. She says, “If I lose everything, I lose it. I’ve done the will of God.” 
That’s the ultimate cry of the bride in this passage, preparing to say yes to full partnership with the Holy Spirit. 
 
“So Mordecai went his way and did according to all that Esther commanded him” (Esth. 4:17). In other words, 
to get everyone praying and fasting. They fasted food and water for three days. 
 
I’ve heard people say, “You couldn’t do that for three days.” You can for sure. There’s actually no major 
problem unless you’ve got horrible health. That’s not a supernatural thing; that was the intensity of it. They call 
it “Esther’s fast.” It’s the most intensive kind of fast you can do.  
 
EVERY HUMAN BEING IS BORN TO DIE 
“But you and your father’s house will perish.” Here’s the thing. The Holy Spirit has called us to die, right? We 
were born to die. That’s why we were born. We get the choice to die to self and sin, or to die on account of our 
selfishness and sin. Mordecai is saying that we’ll die one way or the other. 
“Your house is going to die if you don’t in your heart take the death sentence.” Every human being is born to 
die. Before it’s all over, either they’re going to die because of sin, or they’re going to die to sin and be alive to 
God. They’re going to die one way or the other. You’re born to die. That’s key to partnership with the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
ESTHER EMBRACES THE FULLNESS OF OBEDIENCE AND INTERCESSION 
“If I perish, I perish.” That’s the ultimate bridal statement in this book of the heart of the bride. “I will be with 
my Bridegroom in the will of God regardless of what it costs me personally.” She agrees with the Holy Spirit 
instead of resisting the Holy Spirit, as she did in verse 4. Instead of saying, “Oh, Holy Spirit, go put some good 
clothes on and get the sackcloth off,” she says, “OK, I’ll put the sackcloth on.” She changed her opinion. She 
has been called to it. She has been challenged to intercession. She has been challenged to total obedience. 
 
Now in Roman numeral XVII, here on page 18, she’s actually going to embrace both of them—intercession and 
obedience. She’s going to do it. 
 
“Now it happened on the third day that Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the king's 
palace . . . So it was, when the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, that she found favor in his sight, 
and the king held out to Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand. Then Esther went near and touched the 
top of the scepter” (Esth. 5:1-2). 
 
So the king asked her request. It was a strange request. She said, “I would like you and Haman to come to a 
banquet today, in a few hours” (Esth. 5:4, paraphrased). 
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He said, “You risked your life to ask me over for dinner tonight?” The king says, “I don’t understand what just 
happened.” He says, “OK, if that’s really what’s on your heart.” 
 
She said, “Yes.” 
 
“The king said, ‘Go get Haman really quickly. Tell him to cancel whatever he’s doing.’ They went to the 
banquet. They went to dinner at Esther’s house that night” (Esth. 5:5, paraphrased). That’s what they did.  
 
I like verse 6. It’s called the banquet of wine. Our sacrifice is our selfishness and sin. The Holy Spirit is so 
honored in this that it’s the banquet of the Holy Spirit when we say yes to the Holy Spirit and no to the flesh. 
“The flesh wars against the Spirit” (Gal. 5:17, paraphrased). When we say yes to the Holy Spirit and sacrifice 
the flesh, it’s a banquet at which the Holy Spirit is feasting because He’s so honored. It’s the banquet of wine. 
 
“TOMORROW I WILL DO WHAT THE KING HAS SAID” 
Now they’re at the house for dinner and the king is slightly puzzled. He’s saying, “I don’t understand why she 
risked her life to ask me over for dinner tonight.” Then he asked the second time (Esth. 5:6). This is the second 
time he asks. In verse 3 he said, “Of course,” and again in verse 6 he asks her, “What’s your petition? I’ll give it 
to you, even to half the kingdom” (ibid, paraphrased). That’s an extravagant way to say, “Whatever is in your 
heart is yours.” No one ever had the nerve to ask for half the kingdom. They would be in big trouble if they did. 
That’s a phrase you hear all throughout history.  
 
“Esther said, ‘Here’s my petition. If I have found favor in your sight and if it pleases you…” (Esth. 5:7, 
paraphrased).  
 
The king says, “OK, go ahead, go on.”  
 
She said, “For my request…”  
 
“OK…”  
 
“Then I want you to have dinner with me tomorrow.”  
 
He says, “OK, I’ve offered you half of the kingdom. I’m at your house for dinner. You want to do it again 
tomorrow night? OK.”  
 
Then she says this: “But tomorrow I will do what the king has said” (Esth. 5:8). In other words, “I’ll tell you 
what’s really on my heart tomorrow, but it’s important that I’ve done it this way.”  
 
The king looks at her and says, “You’re a good woman; I’ll trust you, but I don’t understand what you’re doing, 
but yes.”  
 
The king attends two banquets. The first banquet is on the third day of prayer and fasting, on resurrection 
morning, after she took the sentence of death for three days. When it says “the third day,” this isn’t an accident 
or enthusiasm. Jonah was in the belly of the whale for three days. Isaac was carried by Abraham (Gen. 22), and 
three days later the ram was in the thicket (Heb. 11:19). This was a type of Jesus being brought back from the 
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dead. For three days Esther carries this sentence of death within her. She’s in full unity with the Holy Spirit. It’s 
a picture of redemption going forward. 
 
Her identification with the resurrection. She puts on the royal robes and goes to the inner court. That’s the gift 
of righteousness, standing before the King in intercession. There’s a lot you can do with that.  
 
While the king was on his royal throne, it says in verse 2, “The king saw Queen Esther” (Esth. 5:2). I love the 
word saw. The Lord more than sees our activities; He sees our heart. He sees the divine purpose being fulfilled. 
God sees us in the prayer room. I don’t mean just the prayer room over there across the road here; I mean He 
sees us. He sees our cry to be identified and participate. He sees our heart. It’s more than our attendance in the 
prayer room; He saw Esther in a spiritual sense. 
 
The golden scepter is the full acceptance in the royal court. Of course, that’s the queen’s portion.  
 
“What’s your request?” He asked her that twice in verse 3 and again in verse 6. Basically he’s offering her 
Mark 11:23. That’s the verse where Jesus says, “Anything that you ask will be granted” (Mk. 11:23, 
paraphrased). Here He gives the blank check. The king knows she’s there risking her life in total obedience to 
do the will of God. He says in this context, “Anything you ask for is yours.” Remember, that verse is in the 
context of radical commitment to the purpose of God. That’s the context in which God gives us the blank check. 
This verse is so often taken out of context. They don’t just remove it from the context of Mark 11, they remove 
it from the context of Scripture, and they want to enact some other agenda than that of God. That verse is in the 
context of this circumstance, the circumstance in which Esther says, “If I perish, I perish.” 
 
HAMAN IS DELUDED BY THE DECEITFULNESS OF SIN 
Haman: the deceitfulness of sin. What happens in this passage is so horrible. “Haman went out from this 
banquet two days in a row full of joy, with a glad heart” (Esth. 5:9, paraphrased). He says, “Oh, I can’t believe 
it! They love me! They love me! No one used to love me.” 
 
“Haman told all of his friends about his great riches, and how he was advanced above everyone” (Esth. 5:11, 
paraphrased). He was so intoxicated with his promotion. He doesn’t know he’s being set up to be killed. All he 
can see is his promotion. He has no idea that this promotion is leading him to the gallows, to his death. He can’t 
see anything. That’s the nature of sin: it’s totally deceitful (Heb. 3:13). He gets with his friends and says, 
“Queen Esther invited no one but me and the king. We’re the main guys. It’s unbelievable, the three of us” 
(Esth. 5:12, paraphrased). 
 
I skipped a few verses, but he says, “I’ve got one problem. Every time I pass Mordecai, he doesn’t bow down to 
me. It makes me so mad. I don’t know what to do about him” (Esth. 5:13, paraphrased). 
 
Then his friends and his wife said, “Go build a gallows of fifty cubits”—which, by the way, is seventy-five feet. 
It’s seven stories high, which is a little extravagant. “Go build a hanging place, a gallows seventy-five feet high, 
and hang him tomorrow. He won’t bow down to you. You’re the main man; you’re hanging out with Esther and 
King Ahasuerus. Just go kill whoever you want to kill” (Esth. 5:14, paraphrased). 
 
He’s so happy, but he doesn’t understand that it’s not a promotion from the Lord. It’s a destruction. 
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“THE KING’S HEART IS IN THE HANDS OF THE LORD, AS THE RIVERS OF WATER” 
“That night the king could not sleep” (Esth. 6:1). The simplest thing, like a sleepless night, is going to change 
all of Jewish history. It says in Proverbs, “The king’s heart is in the Lord’s hand. He turns it like channels of 
water” (Prov. 21:1, paraphrased). The king’s heart is in the Lord’s hand; He turns it any way He wants in the 
sovereignty of God. He can raise Pharaoh up to think that he’s in charge. Then the story of the power of God in 
the ten plagues can shake the nations of the world. 
 
This man can’t sleep, but he doesn’t understand why. It’s a divine stirring. He says, “OK, I can’t sleep.” So he 
turns to his version of CNN. He says, “Let’s pull out the old chronicles.” Every event, every newsworthy event 
in the kingdom was written in the king’s chronicles. They had many, many full-time historians. 
 
He says, “I’ve been looking at the history records for a long time.” He’s thumbing through the news clippings 
of the kingdom. He does this all night because it’s like a vast library. He picks the right volume and he turns to 
the right page. What does he see? He sees the story of this Jewish man, Mordecai, from back in chapter 2, who 
saved his life, but he never got rewarded. The reason he had to be rewarded is because it’s one of the laws of the 
Persian kings that anyone who does a noble act for the king must be rewarded. 
 
The king said, “I don’t remember this one. What happened to this man anyway? A law is being broken. My 
integrity is on the line. No one can do something as important as saving my life and not be rewarded. It breaks a 
law.” He happens to go to the right volume, because there must be thousands of them. These books are very 
thick, but he goes right to the story of the man who saved his life. The plot was recorded, but his reward was 
not. He said, “Why isn’t it recorded here? I don’t even remember this. What happened to this?” 
 
It’s late in the night. The sun is coming up. He’s been up all night reading. Look at the minute details—
sleeplessness. He picks the right book, the right chapter. All of that is divinely orchestrated by God. It’s so 
insignificant, but it changes all of history.  
 
What happens is that Haman comes walking in the next morning to say, “Hey, I’ve got this new plan. There’s 
this man who is driving me nuts. Since I’m hanging out with you and the queen all the time, I’ll just give it to 
you. I’m going to kill the man.” He’s coming in early because he wants to get this thing done with. He’s really 
mad. He’s having a sleepless night, too, because this Mordecai wouldn’t bow down to him, and it’s really 
offending him personally. 
 
Haman came in. The king says in verse 3, “What honor or dignity has been bestowed on Mordecai for this” 
(Esth. 6:3)? There are servants who have been up all night in the king’s court. They said, “Nothing has been 
done for him.” 
 
The king said, “Who is that out there? I hear someone out in the court. It must be someone high up to be this 
close to the king’s court.”  
 
They said, “It’s the prime minister.”  
 
He said, “Oh great! Haman, come here, come here.” He said, “But first, I have a question. You’re smart—
you’re the prime minister of the nation. If I want to honor someone, what would I do?” 
 



THE BRIDE OF CHRIST CONFERENCE, 1996 – MIKE BICKLE 
Session 12 Pictures of the Bride: Esther, Part 2 
Transcript: 04/11/96 Page 14 

 
IHOP–KC Missions Base    www.IHOP.org 

Free Teaching Library    www.MikeBickle.org  

Haman was thinking, “Wow, I’m having two dinners with him. Gee, this is really something.” He said, “Aw 
gee, I don’t know.”  
 
Then he lays the thing out in verse 8. He said, “Here’s what I would do.” Haman thinks it’s him, and that the 
king is subtly tricking him. He recommends a royal robe, a robe that the king has worn; only the king can grant 
that kind of permission. Then he recommends a horse on which the king has ridden. This is the highest; it’s like 
a great celebrity has touched or signed something. He tells him to put a royal crest or crown upon the horse’s 
head, and then find the chief man in the kingdom to parade him down the street, and have everyone say that this 
man is really cool. He says, “That’s what I would do if I wanted to honor someone” (Esth. 6:8-9, paraphrased). 
 
The king said, “That’s great.”  
 
Haman says, “Well, when do you want this to happen.”  
 
He said, “Today.”  
 
Haman says, “Great. Well, who is the main man?” 
 
The king said, “Well, you’re the main man.”  
 
Haman said, “Well, I thought it was about me.”  
 
The king said, “No, no, no. It’s this man named Mordecai. Have you ever heard of him?”  
 
Haman was going to ask him in the next minute if he could kill Mordecai. 
 
The king said, “Everything you said, my garments, my horse, you parading him, a crown on the horse, everyone 
saying ‘Hosanna, hosanna’—that’s fantastic” (Esth. 6:10, paraphrased)! 
 
Haman said, “This is impossible.”  
  
The king who put the signet ring on Haman is the same king who is giving preeminent place to the Holy Spirit 
in his kingdom now. The Spirit of God is beginning to break out in revival, is what that means. Mordecai is 
being honored by God. The Holy Spirit is being manifested throughout the world. The whole kingdom, all 127 
provinces, is going to see the Father’s delight in the person of the Holy Spirit. 
 
It has been a bad day for Haman. There’s a lot of truth between the conflict of the Spirit and the flesh right now. 
Because human history is going to wind down in such a way, with a conflict that will rise to its full heights. 
 
Now let’s look at the enemy’s total destruction. Haman has done all these things for Mordecai, and now it’s 
evening. He’s saying, “Man, what a horrible day. At least I still have my third dinner with the queen and the 
king. Maybe we will patch things up.” They have no idea that Esther is related to Mordecai. 
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“LET MY LIFE BE GIVEN ME AT MY PETITION, AND MY PEOPLE AT MY REQUEST” 
They’re at the banquet of wine. Again, remember, it’s the banquet of wine. The Holy Spirit has been honored in 
Esther’s life. Then the king said, “OK Esther, come on. I will give it to you again. You’re an intercessor. 
You’ve got a life of obedience. I’ve given you Mark 11:23. Anything you want is yours. When you’re living 
this way, anything you ask for is yours. You have power in prayer” (Esth. 7:2, paraphrased). 
 
Queen Esther said, “Good. I’ll give it to you this time.” 
 
“You aren’t going to ask for a fourth dinner, are you? This is it.” 
 
Esther said, “OK. She said, “If I have found favor in your sight, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be 
given me” (Esth. 7:3). 
 
This is one of the great intercessory prayers. “And if I perish, I perish,” is one of the great statements of 
obedience. This is one of the great intercessory prayers: “Let my life be given me at my petition, and my people 
at my request” (Esth. 7:3b). In other words, “Let the power of life be given to us.” It’s more than just, “Don’t 
kill us.” “Let the life of God be our portion. Let God’s life be the life by which we live.” That’s the spiritual 
intercession. 
 
The king says, “Your life? Esther, who is trying to take your life? You’re my beloved queen. You’re the bride. 
There’s no one higher than you” (Esth. 7:5, paraphrased). 
 
“We have been sold, my king” (Esth. 7:4, paraphrased).  
 
“Sold? Your people? Who are your people?”  
 
“I will be destroyed. I will be killed. I will be annihilated. I’m your beloved.”  
 
The king said, “No one is going to touch my bride and get away with this.”  
 
“Well, you put the signet ring on him.” 
 
“It’s only for a season, but I’ll answer My bride before My entire kingdom before it’s over.” 
 
The king says in verse 5, “Who is he? Where is he? Who would dare presume in his heart to do such a thing to 
the king’s wife” (Esth. 7:5, paraphrased). 
 
Remember, Esther’s whole identity in interceding is a bridal one. It’s, “I’m your wife and they’re coming 
against me.” There’s a queen’s identity that’s happening here. Here she has the full revelation of Mordecai; she 
says, “It’s an adversary and an enemy. It’s Haman” (Esth. 7:6, paraphrased)! 
 
When we by the Holy Spirit see sin and selfishness not just as God’s enemy, but as our enemy, our adversary, 
we start saying no to it. She has revelation that sin and selfishness is hurting her life and the purpose of God. It’s 
a major revelation when the people of God see that. She calls Haman wicked, an adversary to her and to God, 
one who will bring death. When I see this a little in my life, I want to say no to Haman.  
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Haman was terrified. “The king arose in his wrath” (Esth. 7:7). That’s Revelation 19. There’s coming a day 
when the king will turn everything around. We’ve talked about the small amount of time when God allows His 
saints to be prevailed upon for a season, a very short season (Dan. 7:21-25). Actually, it’s a three-and-a-half-
year period of time; but even sin and death reigning for 6,000 years of human history will be over really soon. 
That’s just a moment in God’s eyes; a day to the Lord is like a thousand years and a thousand years like one day 
(2 Pet. 3:8). After six days of human history, the Lord says, “Enough.” It’s time for the seventh day. There’s a 
day of rest coming, and the Lord will turn the tables. 
 
The king ordered Haman to be hanged, and the people hanged him (Esth. 7:9). The amazing thing is that they 
hanged him on the very gallows that he prepared for the Holy Spirit (v. 10). The very trap he laid to bring God’s 
kingdom was turned around on him, and it overpowered sin. 
 
ESTHER IS PROMOTED TO FULL PARTNERSHIP WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 
We won’t do it all, by the way. Esther is promoted. In chapter 8, her intercession takes off at a new level. She’s 
reigning as a queen with the enemy out of the way. 
 
The decree of Esther and Mordecai. Now, in chapter 8, Esther and Mordecai are in full unity and partnership; 
they’re making the decrees instead of the king. They’re making the decrees now in full unity under the king. 
There’s a whole lot to do in that, and it’s all about saying no to sin and no to Satan. That’s what’s going on. Can 
you imagine Esther and Mordecai in full unity under the king? He says, “You make the decrees now.” Whoa! 
Partnership with the Holy Spirit at a whole new level. All the enemies of God are destroyed. This is the end of 
the age. Everything, even death, is put under our feet. It’s the end of the age. It started in Genesis 1 when God 
was in a garden and everyone was happy. Then there was a rebellious queen. Now everything that’s against the 
King has been subdued. 
 
Esther continues in intercession, in full partnership. History ends with a great feast, which is a picture of the 
wedding supper of the Lamb. It’s the fourth banquet in the book. The first one is in chapter 1. It’s the feast 
when he brings all the nobles together. This is the King before there’s any trouble, having a feast in eternity, 
creating the earth, showing His splendor. The second feast is Esther’s feast when she became the queen, and 
that’s where I put the communion table—feasting on the Word and the Holy Spirit. The third one is the banquet 
of wine. That’s the full discipleship, when she says, “It’s my meat to do the will of God” (Jn. 4:34, 
paraphrased). That’s the banquet of wine. The Holy Spirit gets really excited about that. Then the fourth one is 
Purim. It’s the marriage supper of the Lamb that begins the new age; all the enemies are defeated and it’s 
wonderful. 
 
Obviously, the first feast is in chapter 1: God’s joy over creation before any trouble. The second feast is 
Esther’s, when she becomes queen. The third feast is the banquet of wine. “My food is to do the will of God.” 
The fourth feast is this feast of Purim, which speaks of the great feast at the end of history. There are presents, 
joy, wine, and happiness, and everyone who does wrong is removed. 
 
Here’s the verse. Here’s how it ends. “Now all the acts of his power and his might”—that’s the king—“and the 
account of the greatness of Mordecai, to which the king advanced him” (Esth. 10:2). The Holy Spirit is totally 
going forth. “The reign of grace” is what that should be called; “the full reign of grace by the Holy Spirit.”  


