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          Jesus’ Invitation for All to Be Great in His Kingdom 

I. God invites everyone to be great in His Kingdom 

A. God invites “whosoever,” literally everyone, to be great in His kingdom. This is one of Jesus’ primary points in the Sermon on the Mount (Mt. 5-7). We cannot repent of the desire for greatness because God designed our spirit with this longing. We must repent for seeking greatness in a wrong way. We repent for neglecting to seek the greatness that He calls us to. 

19Whoever [consistently] breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever [consistently] does and teaches, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. (Mt. 5:19) 

B. Jesus revealed a new paradigm for greatness. We are to focus on being great in His sight rather than in the sight of men. This greatness will be fully manifest in the age to come, not in this age. God’s reward is partially given in this life, but mostly in the age to come. When God does release tokens of our reward in this life, it is first a release of His Spirit in our inner man and secondly an increased blessing in our circumstances (more honor, money, influence, etc.). 
C. Our greatness will be based on our heart responses, not on our natural gifting or resources; thus, it is available to everyone (the “whoever” of Mt. 5:19; 20:26-27; 23:12). God invites us to greatness without regard to our outward achievements or the size of our ministry impact. 
26Whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. 27Whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave. (Mt. 20:26-27) 

D. There is a difference in the measure of glory and greatness that each receives in the age to come. 
41There is one glory of the sun…and another glory of the stars; for one star differs from another star in glory. 42So also is the resurrection of the dead. (1 Cor. 15:41-42) 

E. Without the paradigm of being on a journey to greatness, the Sermon on the Mount lifestyle is much more difficult to sustain. Living in the light of receiving reward in heaven is a major theme in the Sermon on the Mount, which is emphasized in Mt. 5:5, 12, 19, 46; 6:1, 4, 6, 18, 20; 7:2). 

6He who comes to God must believe…He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. (Heb. 11:6) 

F. Jesus taught on God’s desire for our greatness more than any other man in Scripture. He spoke on this directly and indirectly as He called us: to become great (Mt. 5:19; 18:4; 20:25-26; 23:11; Mk. 10:42-43; Lk. 6:23, 35; 9:48; 22:26); to receive riches with God in heaven (Lk. 12:21; 16:11; Rev. 2:9; 3:18); to be ruler over many things (Mt. 25:21; 23); to have authority over cities (Lk. 19:17, 19); to have power over nations (Rev. 2:26-27; Mt. 19:28; 20:21-23; 25:23; Lk. 22:29-30); to sit on Jesus’ throne (Rev. 3:21); to inherit authority in the earth (Mt. 5:5); to be first in authority (Mt. 19:30; 20:16, 27); to gain treasure in heaven (Mt. 6:20; 19:21; Mk. 10:21; Lk. 12:33; 18:22); to receive rewards (Mt. 5:12; 6:4, 6, 18; 10:41-42; 16:27; Mk. 9:41; Lk. 6:23, 35; Rev. 22:12); to be exalted (Mt. 23:12; Lk. 14:11; 18:14); to receive honor from the Father (Jn. 12:26); to be one of the few who are chosen for honor (Mt. 20:16; 22:14); to gain crowns (Rev. 2:10; 3:11); to gain heavenly garments (Rev. 3:4-5, 18; 16:15; 19:7-8). 
II. the need for revelation of our calling 

A. We need the spirit of revelation to see God’s calling on our lives. He gives us a 3-fold calling: 
it is internal (our heart), external (our circumstances), and eternal (our role in the age to come).  

17…that the Father of glory may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation…18that you may know what is the hope of [have confidence in] His calling… (Eph. 1:17-18) 

B. Our internal calling in this life is to be a faithful disciple of Jesus that loves God and people. We are to say and do what He said and did without regard to the honor or money that we receive nor the size of our impact, and influence in this age. Our primary calling in this life is internal.
C. Our external calling includes our function, influence, or impact in the workplace, home, or ministry organization. This is the part of our calling that people usually focus most on. History verifies that the Lord has given the vast majority (99%) an individual calling or assignment that involves few things and that makes very little impact (that can be measured by men). This truth is meant to liberate us. Working together we can make a much larger impact in this age. 

21You were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. (Mt. 25:21) 

17You were faithful in a very little, have authority over ten cities. (Lk. 19:17) 

D. Our eternal calling includes our role in the age to come. This is where our impact will be the greatest. The apostles made many references to their calling in the age to come. By the Spirit’s revelation we see that faithfulness in “few things” now leads to receiving “many things” then. Paul pressed for the upward call or the highest aspect of his calling, which is in the age to come. 
14I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God… (Phil. 3:14) 

E. Our vision for the future must include what we will BE in our hearts (internal calling) and what we will DO in our function (external calling), both in this age and in the age to come. 
III. misunderstanding our calling 

A. Our culture tells us that we are only successful now if we have a big impact in man’s eyes. Many live in fantasy about how big their individual impact will be in this age, having formed their expectations from what preachers told them about making a great impact and a lot of money. 

12Hope deferred [expectations unfulfilled] makes the heart sick... (Prov. 13:12) 

B. The truth of doing small things that move God’s heart and are significant to Him liberates us. 
Some whose business or ministry fails to grow big go through despair and feeling like a failure. They endure a slow death from years of resisting the truth of having a small impact. Much of this pain can be minimized by anchoring our expectations in the revelation of our true calling. 
C. We are to call people to be faithful disciples of Jesus who love God and people without giving them any false promises of how big or important they will be in men’s eyes in this age. 
IV. centerpiece of God’s purpose: bring heaven and earth together 

A. The centerpiece of God’s eternal purpose is for Jesus to come back to fully establish His kingdom over all the earth as He joins the heavenly and earthly realms together. 
9Having made known to us the mystery [hidden plan] of His will…which He purposed in Himself, 10that in the… fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him. (Eph. 1:9-10) 

B. Heaven speaks of the supernatural realm where God’s power and presence are openly manifest.
Earth speaks of the physical realm as the place where human process and physical sensation reach their fullest expression. Jesus will rule the earth with the natural processes not suspended, yet significantly enhanced by the supernatural dimension of the Spirit (Jn. 20-21; Acts 1:3). 

C. God’s purpose has always been for God to live with His people on earth (Rev. 21:3). 
3Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them… (Rev. 21:3) 

V. Jesus’ reign over all nations on the earth
A. The Millennium speaks of a literal 1,000-year period in which Jesus rules all nations on earth. This will be initiated by Jesus’ second coming to establish righteousness, prosperity, and blessing for the whole earth (Rev. 20:1-6; Isa. 2:1-4; 9:6-9; 11:1-16; 51:1-8; 60-62; 65:17-25; Ps. 2:6-12; 110:1-7; Mt. 5:5; 6:10; 17:11; 19:28; Acts 1:6; 3:21). The Millennium is a term that describes a 1,000-year period (millennium is from the Latin mille, a thousand, and annus, a year).

4I saw thrones, and they [saints] sat on them…they reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 

(Rev. 20:4) 
B. At this time, all the kings of the earth will be born again and will worship Jesus (Ps. 72:11; 102:15; 138:4; 148:11; Isa. 60:10-11, 62:2; Rev. 12:5; 15:4; 21:24). 

11Yes, all kings shall fall down before Him; all nations shall serve Him. (Ps. 72:11) 

C. The saints will be given the primary leadership roles over the earth (Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10; 20:4-6; 22:5; Mt. 19:28; 20:21-23; 25:23; Lk. 19:17-19; 22:29-30; 1 Cor. 6:2-3; 2 Tim. 2:12; Rom 8:17). Resurrected saints will occupy the highest positions of government over the millennial earth. This is parallel to the relationship that angels have now with the earth.

D. The two functions most emphasized for the saints are priests and kings (Rev. 1:6; 5:10; 20:6). As priests, the saints will worship, intercede, and communicate the knowledge of God to others, i.e., non-resurrected people on the millennial earth, and saints and angels in the New Jerusalem. 

10Have made us kings and priests to our God…we shall reign on the earth. (Rev. 5:10) 

E. As kings, the saints will reign (rule) with judicial responsibility and authority. This role involves the authority to evaluate the past and to determine action plans for the future. They will appoint people to positions in the infrastructure that are within their sphere of kingdom responsibility. This will include training and managing the people who are appointed. 
VI. having a right view of authority in the Millennial government 

A. The secular view of authority is based on the pride of being over people. Jesus’ view of having authority to rule is related to His partnership with His Father and people. The bridal paradigm of authority is to be with Him where He is and doing what He is doing (Jn. 17:24). We will enjoy each step of the process of working closely with Jesus to bring the earth under God’s authority. 
21Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy [enjoyment] of your Lord. (Mt. 25:21) 

B. I compare life in this age to a 70-year internship, which prepares us for our ministry assignment on earth in the age to come. Our primary ministry calling on earth begins in the Millennium. Our ministry in the Millennium has nothing to do with how much we accomplished outwardly in this age, but rather how much we developed inwardly. 
C. Premise: Our calling in the age to come is far more important than our circumstances now. Our calling then is determined by our responses to God now; thus, even difficulty can work for us. 

16We do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. 17For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory… (2 Cor. 4:16-17) 

18The sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. (Rom. 8:18) 

D. The New Testament presents this life as a time of preparation for our calling in the age to come. Many present this life as the time of our primary calling and accomplishments. The gospel is anchored in the revelation of the age to come. The gospel must not be reduced to receiving forgiveness and improving our temporal circumstances with occasional ministry outreaches. 
E. The Lord selects “His leadership team” to work closely with Him in bringing the nations to obedience in the Millennium. He will select those who consistently valued obedience during this life. Because God operates in truth, He will set people in leadership over the nations who loved, valued, and called others to walk in obedience while whey lived with a natural body. We will train people in the Millennium from our own experiences of victory, not from a training manual. 

27Peter answered…, “See, we have left all and followed You. Therefore what shall we have?” 28Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration [re-birth of the earth beginning in Millennium], when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” (Mt. 19:27-28) 

17“He said to him, ‘Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in a very little, have authority over ten cities.’ 18And the second came, saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned five minas.’ 19Likewise he said to him, ‘You also be over five cities.’” (Lk. 19:17-19)

5Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit [govern] the earth [Millennium]. (Mt. 5:5) 

IHOP–KC Missions Base    ihopkc.org
Free Teaching Library    MikeBickle.org 
IHOP–KC Missions Base    ihopkc.org
Free Teaching Library    MikeBickle.org 

