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A Sacred Trust: The Divine Setting of Intercessors (Isa. 62) 
I. God promised to set intercessors in place in the end times  

A. Summary: Isaiah gave a most significant prophecy for the end-time Church. The message is clear—in one generation, Jesus will sovereignly initiate new prayer ministries that will be sustained 24/7 until He makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth at the time of Jesus’ return. Each phrase in this prophecy is filled with meaning. We best understand them in their larger context. 
6I have set watchmen [intercessors] on your walls, O Jerusalem; they shall never hold their peace [be silent] day or night. You who make mention of the LORD, do not keep silent, 7and give Him no rest till He establishes and till He makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth. 

(Isa. 62:6-7) 

B. I have set: God promised to set intercessors in place. The sudden massive number of new 24/7 prayer ministries that have started in the last 20 years is in itself a sign of the times. 
1. Over ten thousand 24/7 prayer watches have sprung up in the last 20 years. The significant increase in the number of prayer events in stadiums, new prayer ministries, and 24/7 prayer rooms is unusual. This great acceleration started about 1990. 

2. The Call2All congresses led by Mark Anderson include church leaders, missions leaders, and prayer leaders working together to complete the task of bringing the gospel to every nation and to see 24/7 prayer with worship arising from every tribe and tongue. In the last four years, leaders from 150 nations in the 19 different Call2All congresses have committed to start over 700,000 new houses of prayer by 2020. 
C. Watchmen: The watchmen are teams of intercessors who continually remind God of His promises. We know these are teams because one person cannot continue 24/7 every day. 
D. On your walls: In ancient times, cities were guarded by walls; guards were posted on the walls to watch for enemies and raise a cry if they saw an invading army. Today, few walled cities remain, yet Isaiah’s prophecy is clear: it speaks of intercession, in which guards cry out 24/7 for the release of God’s promises. It is possible that the walls include both physical and spiritual walls of intercession to resist the attack of the enemy. There will be a remnant of Jewish intercessors in the besieged city of Jerusalem; maybe they will cry out to God on her physical walls, as Gentile believers across the nations cry out for Jerusalem on the spiritual wall of intercession. 

30I sought for a man [intercessor] among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one. (Ezek. 22:30) 

3Woe to the foolish prophets who follow their own spirit…5You have not gone up into the gaps to build a wall for the house of Israel to stand in battle on the day of the LORD. (Ezek. 13:3-5) 
23He said that He would destroy them [Israel], had not Moses His chosen one stood before Him in the breach, to turn away His wrath, lest He destroy them. (Ps. 106:23) 
E. Never silent: God promised to call people to initiate 24/7 prayer ministries for Jerusalem. Isaiah emphasizes the 24/7 aspect of these prayer ministries in three ways: (1) they would “never hold their peace” day or night, which is translated by many as “never be silent” day or night; (2) he exhorted the intercessors (who make mention of the Lord) to never be silent; (3) he called them to “give God no rest.” It is clear that he is referring to ministries of 24/7 prayer.
F. Make mention: Isaiah described the work of intercession as making mention of God’s promises. In place of the phrase “who make mention,” some translations say “who call on the Lord” (NIV) or “who remind the Lord” (NAS). Intercession includes reminding God of His promises. 
G. Till He makes Jerusalem a praise: Jesus will make Jerusalem a praise in the earth at the time of His return. Today, the Jewish state of Israel is hated by many in the nations; and Jerusalem is a source of great trouble and controversy. God has given many promises in His Word, describing various ways in which Jerusalem will be a praise in the earth in the millennial kingdom. 

35“Jerusalem…is the city of the great King.” (Mt. 5:35) 

17“Jerusalem shall be called The Throne of the LORD, and all the nations shall be gathered to it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem.” (Jer. 3:17) 

2“I am zealous for Zion with great zeal …3I will return to Zion, and dwell in the midst of Jerusalem...shall be called the City of Truth, the Mountain of the LORD...” (Zech. 8:2-3) 

H. O Jerusalem: Prayer for Jerusalem is central to God’s end-time purposes. 
6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. 7Peace be within your walls…” 9Because of the house of the LORD our God I will seek your good. (Ps. 122:6-9) 

II. crying out night and day 

A. Jesus referred to Isaiah’s prophecy of day-and-night prayer in Luke 18. He connected the timing of His return (Lk. 17:22-36) to the call to night-and-day prayer. The end-time attack by the Antichrist and the nations against Jerusalem and God’s people (Zech. 12-14; Rev. 6:9-11) will stir many to prayer. Until we see an oppressor, many remain casual about night-and-day prayer. 
7“Shall God not avenge [bring justice for, NAS] His elect who cry out day and night to Him…? 8I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes [at the second coming], will He really find faith [agreement in prayer] on the earth?” (Lk. 18:7-8) 

9I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain [end-time martyrs] for the word of God…10And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?”… 11It was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed. (Rev. 6:9-11) 

2I will gather all the nations to battle against Jerusalem; the city shall be taken…half of the city shall go into captivity, but the remnant of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 3Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations… (Zech. 14:2-3)
III. The context of God setting intercessors in place (Isa. 60-63)

A. Isaiah 60:1-63:6 gives us the context for God’s promise that He will sovereignly set intercessors in place. Isaiah 60-61 describes the glory of Jerusalem after Jesus returns. Jerusalem has endured more battles than any city in history. It has been destroyed and rebuilt 20 times and has changed hands 86 times. It is a key city for three monotheistic religions (Christianity, Judaism, Islam). 

B. The Lord promised that Jerusalem would be filled with God’s glory in the millennial kingdom. 

2Behold, the darkness shall cover the earth…but the LORD will arise over you [Jerusalem], and His glory will be seen upon you. 3The Gentiles shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising…11Your gates shall be open continually…that men may bring to you the wealth of the Gentiles…13To beautify the place of My sanctuary [Jerusalem]; and I will make the place of My feet glorious…14They shall call you The City of the LORD, Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 15I will make you an eternal excellence…19The sun shall no longer be your light by day…but the LORD will be to you an everlasting light, and your God your glory. (Isa. 60:2-19) 

C. The Lord promised that Jerusalem would receive double honor in the millennial kingdom, when righteousness (godly living) and praise (worship movement) spring up in all nations (v. 11). 

7Instead of shame you shall have double honor…9Their descendants shall be known among the Gentiles...11As the garden causes the things that are sown in it to spring forth, so the Lord will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations. (Isa. 61:7-11) 

D. The Lord promised that Jerusalem would be filled with righteousness (v. 1), honored by all the kings of the earth (v. 2), and be delighted in by Jesus as a Bridegroom (v. 4-5). 

1For Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her righteousness goes forth as brightness…

2The Gentiles shall see your righteousness, and all kings your glory…4You shall be called Hephzibah…for the LORD delights in you…5For as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. 6I have set watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem; they shall never hold their peace…7till He makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth… (Isa. 62:1-7)

E. The Lord will raise up forerunners to prepare Jerusalem by prophetic proclamations (v. 10-12).  
10Go through the gates! Prepare the way for the people…build up the highway! Take out the stones, lift up a banner for the peoples [nations]! 11Indeed the LORD has proclaimed to the end of the world: “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Surely your salvation is coming…’”12And they shall call them…The Redeemed of the LORD and…A City Not Forsaken. (Isa. 62:10-12) 

F. At His second coming, Jesus will enter the city of Jerusalem as the great warrior King.  

1Who is this who comes [to Jerusalem] from Edom [modern-day Jordan]…this One who is …traveling in the greatness of His strength?...2Why is Your apparel red, and Your garments like one who treads in the winepress? 3I have trodden the winepress…I have trampled them in My fury; their blood is sprinkled upon My garments, and I have stained all My robes. 4For the day of vengeance is in My heart, And the year of My redeemed has come. (Isa. 63:1-4) 
IV. The battle for the control of Jerusalem

A. Prayer for God’s purposes for Jerusalem is central to God’s end-time plan. Jerusalem is one of the most essential but most difficult areas on earth in which to bring full revival. The battle for the control of Jerusalem is a spiritual, political, and military battle. All nations will gather against Jerusalem (Joel 3:2, 12; Zech. 12:3; 14:2; Zeph. 3:8; Rev. 16:13-14; 19:19). Half of Jerusalem will be taken into captivity (Zech. 14:2). About 600,000 Jews live in Jerusalem today. 

B. Jesus promised that He would not return to Jerusalem until the leaders of Jerusalem invite Him back. Satan seeks to exploit the Matthew 23:39 prophecy as a “loophole” in God’s end-time plan, by trying to ensure that the leaders of Jerusalem will not receive Jesus as their King. Satan wants to show that Jesus’ prophetic word is false. Satan reasons that if Jesus’ prophecy is shown to be a lie, then Jesus can’t imprison him as a liar. Therefore, Satan’s strategy is to kill the Jewish race or to see that they are so offended at Jesus that they will never receive Him.

37O Jerusalem, Jerusalem…how often I wanted to gather your children…but you were not willing! 38See! Your house is left to you desolate; 39for I say to you, you [leaders of Jerusalem] shall see Me no more till you say, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!" 

(Mt. 23:37-39) 

C. Jesus requires the Church to stand with Israel in her end-time persecutions. The Church will be brought to maturity as she obeys Jesus in this (Mt. 25:31-46). Gentile believers will provoke Israel to godly jealousy to know Jesus, to have what Gentile believers possess spiritually. 

11To provoke them to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles. (Rom. 11:11) 

D. The Lord requires the Church to make bold proclamations to comfort Jerusalem and to pray, declare, and sing the message of God’s purposes for Israel before the nations (Jer. 31:7-10). 

1“Comfort My people!” says your God.” 2“Speak comfort to Jerusalem...” (Isa. 40:1-2) 

7Thus says the Lord: “Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, ‘O Lord save Your people, the remnant of Israel!’…10Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, ‘He who scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him as a shepherd does his flock.’” (Jer. 31:7-10) 

11The LORD has proclaimed to the end of the world [Gentiles nations]: “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Surely your salvation is coming; behold, His reward is with Him…’” (Isa. 62:11)

E. The battle for Jerusalem is a war between two houses of prayer—Jesus’ and the Antichrist’s (Rev. 13:4, 8, 12; 17:14; 19:11-20:3). 

11The LORD will be awesome to them, for He will reduce to nothing all the gods of the earth; people shall worship Him, each one from his place…all the shores of the nations. (Zeph. 2:11) 

11“From the rising of the sun, even to its going down, My name shall be great among the Gentiles; in every place incense [worship] shall be offered to My name…for My name shall be great among the nations,” says the LORD of hosts. (Mal. 1:11)
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