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Session 7 Knowledge of God’s Personality 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Turn to Matthew 16:13-19, a very familiar passage. I’m reading from the New King James here, so it might 
read a little differently if you have the NIV. 
 
When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, ‘Who do men say that I, 
the Son of Man, am?’ So they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter answered and said, ‘You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.’ Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I also say to you that you are Peter, 
and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. And I will give you 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ Then He commanded His disciples that they should tell no one that He 
was Jesus the Christ. . .  (Mt. 16:13-20) 
 
This is a very strategic passage of Scripture, because in it, for the very first time, the Son of God in the flesh is 
revealing God’s eternal purpose: building the Church of Jesus Christ. This is the very first time in the New 
Testament that the proclamation or even the discussion of the Church is ever mentioned. There’s a lot involved 
in that—for example, seeing that it’s the purpose that God had in His heart from eternity past to build a group of 
redeemed people in whom the power of the Spirit would dwell, etc. There’s so much about that, but I don’t 
want to speak about it. 
 
Verse 18 declares that this Church will be victorious. “The gates of hell” speaks of authority, because the 
authority of the city always sat at the gates. Jesus made a very powerful proclamation; He said, “The authority 
of hell will not ultimately prevail against My Church. It will be victorious.” 
 
Then He goes on in verse 19 and talks about spiritual authority, binding and loosing, etc. Often when this 
passage is discussed, typically the focus is on verse 18, a church that triumphs over the powers of darkness. In a 
secondary way, the focus is on verse 19, the authority to bind and loose. I’m going to look at it a little 
differently tonight. I want to draw our attention to verses 13-15, because in verses 13-15 Jesus asks a very, very 
crucial question.  
He asks it two different times in two different ways. It’s the question of what God is like. 
 
“WHO DO THE PEOPLE SAY THAT I, THE SON OF MAN, AM?” 
He looks them right in the face. I imagine them to be around a campfire one night in Caesarea Philippi after a 
long day of ministry, and they’re reviewing the events of the day. Jesus says to them, “I would like to get some 
feedback. What do the people think about Me? Who do they think that I am? What do they think I’m like? 
What’s My personality like?” 
 
The first man spoke up in verse 14—one of the twelve apostles. He says, “Well, the people I was ministering to 
today think that You’re John the Baptist.” 
 
Jesus says, “Why do they think I’m John the Baptist?” 
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“When they hear You preach about purity and obedience to God and this radical commitment to resisting sin, 
they see in You the holiness preacher like John the Baptist.” 
 
Another man spoke up in verse 14: “No, the group I’m hanging around with, the group I was ministering to 
today, they think You’re Elijah.”  
 
Jesus says, “Well, why do they think that?” 
 
“They see in You that supernatural power that confronts the powers of darkness, like Elijah who confronted the 
prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel, and called down the fire of God. They saw You command the wind and the 
waves and raise the dead and command demons to come out of people. They see in You a supernatural prophet 
that aggressively confronts the powers of darkness. They think You’re Elijah.” 
 
One of the other men spoke up and said the same thing. In verse 14 he says, “Well, the group I was ministering 
to thinks that You’re Jeremiah.” Many of you know that Jeremiah was known as “the weeping prophet,” the 
prophet of great compassion. “The way that You deal with the people in their brokenness and their weakness, 
such compassion is manifest in You. They think You’re Jeremiah.” 
 
THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION IN ALL OF CHURCH HISTORY 
Several others spoke up and referred to others of the prophets that they thought Jesus might be. The point is 
this: in Jesus’ ministry, when the people looked at Him, they perceived so many different things about Him, His 
function, and His personality. Some saw in Him a great holiness preacher, others saw in Him a supernatural 
prophet who confronted the powers of darkness, and others saw a weeping, compassionate shepherd. I imagine 
that Jesus looked at them right in the eye and said, “Now here’s the question of the hour: who do you think that 
I am?” 
 
I believe that question is always the most important question of any single question in church history. The 
fundamental question is always the question “What is Jesus Christ like in His personality and in His character?” 
 
Even if you’ve been a believer in the Lord for twenty years, the way that you answer that question in the secret 
place of your heart will determine if you run to Him or if you run from Him when you discover your own 
weakness in your own flesh. 
 
Jesus looked at them and said, “What am I like?” There are so many wrong ideas lodged deep in the heart of 
God’s people about Jesus Christ. He’s asking them more than, “What’s My mission as Messiah?” That was 
certainly included, but that question is bigger than, “What did I come to accomplish?” 
 
The question is larger. It’s, “What am I like in My personality? How do I feel about you when I look at you?” 
The way that you understand the personality of God determines how you’ll relate to Him, especially when you 
discover the weakness of your own flesh.  
 
Satan’s number one job description is to accuse the heart of God and the heart of the believer. Satan night and 
day is accusing God to your heart (Rev. 12:9). His goal is to distort the truth of the knowledge of God within 
your own heart so that you’re confused about what God thinks and what God feels when God looks at you and 
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thinks about you. If you get wrong ideas about the personality of God and the image of God, you’ll get wrong 
ideas about your own image and your own spiritual identity before God.  
One of the most difficult things for the Church to receive is the passion and the affection and the pleasure in 
Jesus’ personality for broken people. The religious community for 2,000 years, which is the majority of the 
Church, can’t cope with a God who actually enjoys the people of God while they’re still maturing. If they think 
about God’s emotion, they mostly think of His anger. They think of His judgment.  
 
Do you know that the Scriptures say in Hebrews 1:9 that Jesus Christ was anointed with the oil of gladness 
more than any other man in all of history? It doesn’t say of all history, but among His companions, meaning, of 
the human race. Did you know that Jesus had more gladness in His heart even in His humanity than any other 
man who ever walked the earth? I like to preach about the smiling God. I like to preach about the happy God. 
Yes, God can be grieved and broken-hearted. Jesus was a man of sorrows, inasmuch as He bore the sin of the 
world on the cross (Isaiah 53). However, Jesus isn’t mostly a man of sorrows. He’s a man of indescribable 
gladness and happiness. The understanding of His personality is absolutely fundamental to Matthew 16:18, 
building the Church in victory, and verse 19, effectively operating in spiritual warfare. I believe that we’re 
ineffective if we focus on how the Church is to triumph in verse 18 and how we’re to do warfare in verse 19 
before we have adequately addressed the fundamental issue that God addressed, and that’s in verse 15: “What 
do you think I am like?” That’s the number one issue when it comes to building the Church in a healthy way. 
 
THE MOST POWERFUL DIMENSION IN THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE HEART 
I believe that as a preacher my number one labor in preaching of the Word is to bring, as accurately as I can, the 
truth of the nature and personality of God to the minds of God’s people. This one issue is, I believe, the most 
powerful dimension in the grace of God that transforms the human heart. Let me say that again: I believe the 
issue of understanding the truth of what God is like will transform our heart and change our emotional 
chemistry more than any other issue in the grace of God. I believe it’s very, very easy to prove that biblically. 
I’m not going to take time to do that, but the Bible makes it very clear that according to the way we were 
created, our human spirit, we resonate when God, the Holy Spirit, reveals God the Son to us. Simply because 
we were created by God, there’s something in our design that comes alive when we come into contact with the 
true knowledge of the image of God. There are many, many things in the grace of God that contribute to inward 
transformation, but there’s no issue that’s more powerful and more effective than when God reveals God to 
your human spirit. Simply put, we were made that way. 
 
So Jesus begins with the most fundamental, the most effective, the most powerful issue, but at the same time, I 
believe this issue of the knowledge of God is the most neglected issue in the Body of Christ. The greatest 
deficiency in the Church is a deficiency about the understanding of the personhood of God Himself. Isn’t that 
interesting? We have an incredible amount of teaching, books, materials, conferences, and weekends about how 
to build the Church, how to mobilize it, ministry skills, even character transformation and developing leaders, 
everything except for the subject of God Himself. The great prize of all the ages is the Man Christ Jesus. Yet 
His heart is the very thing that Satan most seeks to obscure in our understanding; and it’s the issue most 
neglected in the Church throughout all of history—the issue of the knowledge of God. 
 
RENEWED ACCORDING TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE IMAGE OF GOD 
Paul told the saints at Colossae in Colossians 3:10, “You are renewed” (Col. 3:10, paraphrased). The question 
is, “How? How does renewal take place?”  
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He says, “You’re renewed according to the knowledge of the image of God. You’re renewed, you’re 
encouraged, you’re restored when you receive the knowledge about the personality or the image of God.” When 
God the Holy Spirit reveals God the Father or God the Son through the Word of God to our Spirit, that renews 
us like no other aspect or no other feature of the grace of God. If you want to know how Paul sought to renew 
the Church, go to Colossians 3:10. He says, “I will renew them by revealing to them the knowledge of what 
God’s personality is like.” 
 
Again, the way that we were designed, when God reveals God to us through the Word of God, something is 
invigorated, something resonates within us. Something is established with buoyancy in our inner man that’s 
powerful. Yet the Church seeks to be renewed, which means to be motivated in righteousness, to be restored 
and made whole, without any serious inquiry, and without searching to grow in the knowledge of the image of 
God in their own hearts. It isn’t an accident that when Jesus introduces the subject of the Church, He begins 
with the issue of the knowledge of who He is first.  
 
Turn to Matthew 26, because Peter is going to go on a journey to discover what God is like. One of the most 
difficult statements for many people to understand is that God enjoys them while they’re maturing. I believe the 
most fundamental emotional need that you have is to know that God enjoys you. You were created this way. 
You can’t help it; you can’t repent of it. It’s simply according to the design of the human spirit. It’s the most 
fundamental emotional need that you have.  
 
I want to underline the word need. You have a craving, if you will, to have the assurance that God enjoys you. 
You were created in such a way with a bias put into your spirit by God Himself. Apart from the assurance that 
God enjoys you, you simply don’t work right. This need, this craving, is the seed bed, the context for all the 
false religions of the world. Satan exploits this cry of the human spirit. He gives them all these doctrines of 
demons and all these false ideas. Across the earth men and woman will do anything for the possibility that God 
might enjoy them and accept them. They’ll cut their bodies, they’ll beat themselves with whips, they’ll do the 
craziest things you can imagine for one reason—to get God to like them. Maybe they don’t have language for it. 
Maybe you’ve never put words around it, but the greatest driving emotion you possess is the need, the craving 
to have the assurance that God enjoys you. When that issue is established and settled deep in your spirit by the 
Holy Spirit and the Word of God, something in you becomes alive and you’re empowered to be an extravagant 
lover of God. There’s no way you’re going to understand that God enjoys you if you don’t have an image of a 
God who has enjoyment. If you don’t have an image of a Jesus who is anointed with gladness, how could He 
ever be glad about you if He doesn’t possess gladness? 
 
I don’t know if you know this name, but John Piper wrote a book entitled The Pleasures of God. I read it some 
years ago. It’s an absolutely excellent book. I would encourage you to get it in your bookstore. I encourage as 
many people to get it as possible. It’s a pretty thick book, about 300-400 pages. It’s pretty in-depth, but he 
explores the issue of the pleasure and the happiness in the personality of God. It’s absolutely a fantastic book. 
It’s called The Pleasures of God by John Piper.  
 
YOU BECOME MATURE WHEN YOU KNOW THAT GOD ENJOYS YOU 
Did you know that God doesn’t just enjoy you when you die and go to heaven? Some people say, “Yes, I think 
it’s possible. I never thought about the fact that God may enjoy me, but only after I’m dead and in heaven. Sure. 
I guess He could. I guess it’s possible. I never thought about it. God enjoying me? OK. I know He accepts me. 
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He actually delights in me, He likes talking with me? Something is alive in His heart when He interacts with 
me? Huh. Yeah, I guess when I get to heaven, maybe. It’s possible.” 
 
Well, it’s more than that. It’s when you’re on the earth.  
 
“Well, maybe when I’m as mature as Paul the apostle, then maybe God will enjoy me when I’m mature.”  
 
No, that’s not when He begins to enjoy you. Did you know that God enjoys you even in your immaturity, in the 
midst of your struggle? God enjoys His children. God doesn’t begin to enjoy you when you become mature. It’s 
the other way around; you become mature when you know that God enjoys you.  
 
A lot of people think, “When I finally get rid of all the struggle, God will finally relax and like me.” It’s the 
knowledge, the assurance, of His enjoyment of me in my weakness and my struggle that causes me to run to 
Him instead of run from Him when I discover my own weak flesh. I contend for this issue—the infinitely happy 
God filled with passion and pleasure. His personality has passion and pleasure over your life if you’re a 
genuine, born-again believer. 
 
People say, “Man, I struggle with that. I know God loves me. He has to love me. He killed Jesus. He’s stuck 
with that forever. He promised Jesus He would love me if Jesus would die, so God is stuck with me. I know He 
doesn’t like it, but He’s in covenant with His Son.” 
 
Something like that is what a lot of people think. They don’t have a clue as to the power of God’s personality 
and what actually dwells in His heart when He looks at His creation and His people. God loves the whole world. 
God loves every sinner. He doesn’t enjoy sinners, but He loves them. God enjoys the believers who are covered 
in the gift of righteousness and who have a willing spirit put in them by the Holy Spirit. We can imagine that a 
sinful man or woman can enjoy a weak child of two years old. If I told you that this couple, weak and sinful, 
enjoy their two-year old child, you would say, “That’s believable.” 
 
Jesus said, “If you, being evil, know how to do good to your children, how much more does My Father do good 
to you?” If it’s within the capacity of an evil, broken man to enjoy an immature child, how much more can an 
infinitely loving God, filled with love, enjoy His children while they’re immature?  
 
THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN IMMATURITY AND REBELLION 
One of the great points of confusion in some people’s lives is that they confuse immaturity with rebellion. Did 
you know that immaturity and rebellion aren’t at all the same thing before God? There’s a response of rebellion, 
a defiance that says, “I won’t open my heart to You. I have no concern about Your claims over my life, Jesus. 
Leave me alone.” 
That’s rebellion. 
 
Immaturity says, “I’m a lover of God. I want to give myself to God. I acknowledge my struggle and I 
acknowledge my failure, but in my spirit is a cry to give myself to God.” 
 
There are two different types of animals that were described in the Old Testament: the clean animals and the 
unclean animals, like the sheep and the swine. The sheep and the swine both get into the mud. The sheep, when 
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they get into the mud, are kicking, trying to get out constantly. They don’t like it; they aren’t comfortable. 
They’re kicking and fighting. They can’t get out. They get stuck in it, but they’re kicking all the time.  
 
You deliver a swine from the mud and they’re sniffing out another mud puddle to get into. When you lay on 
your bed at night, the vast majority of you in this room in the area that you’re struggling in are saying, “God, 
help me to get free from this.” 
 
GOD DEFINES YOUR LIFE BY THE CRY OF YOUR HEART 
You’re not trying to conceive a way to get away with it. You’re trying to find a way to get free from it. That’s 
the willing spirit that God put into you at the new birth. God sees that and esteems that and it gives Him great 
pleasure. Did you know that God defines your life by the cry in your heart, not by the struggle that you have? A 
lot of people think God defines us by our struggle and our failure. God defines us by the gift of righteousness. 
He defines us by the cry in our spirit to be lovers of God. When God looks at my life, He doesn’t say, “The ten 
areas in which you come up short is who you are.” He looks at my life and says, “That cry on your bed to be 
free from those areas is what thrills My heart and makes you beautiful in My sight. It brings Me joy to look at 
you.” 
 
There’s a vast difference between immaturity and rebellion. Some of God’s leaders confuse the two. I’ve heard 
the testimonies. I don’t like those testimonies. I know that it’s motivated by humility, but the confusion is 
damaging to God’s people. They get up in front of the people of God. The leader tells an area of his life that 
he’s struggling with. That’s nice. Then he says, “I’ve been in rebellion against it!” 
 
It seems like he’s being really humble and really self-effacing and trying to put himself down. All the young 
believers say, “Man, if he’s in rebellion against God, so am I.” They confuse their immaturity with rebellion. 
That’s a serious, deadly area of confusion, because God judges rebellion, yet God enjoys those who are 
immature. It’s two totally different responses.  
 
OUR HEARTS CRY OUT FOR THE ASSURANCE OF THE ENJOYMENT OF GOD 
Again, if you get this area confused, when you discover the weakness of your own flesh, you’ll run from God 
instead of running to God, and that’s what the devil wants. The devil is always accusing the nature of God to 
your heart, because the devil knows that if he can effectively accuse God to you and you believe the accusations 
against God, you’ll believe the devil’s accusations against yourself. A believer caught in the swirl of satanic lies 
believes accusations against God. He—or she—believes accusations against himself and ends up with a 
disinterested God. He has self-hatred and disgust and condemnation, and no motivation to grow and to go on in 
the deep things of God. He just wants to quit. He becomes so disgusted and so despairing with who he is and 
how God feels about him that he just wants to quit. What’s the point of exerting any energy in trying?  
 
Satan’s most effective way to accuse the truth of your heart to you is, first, to make you vulnerable by accusing 
the truth of God’s heart to you, so that you get a despising, despairing God who looks at you, ready to wipe you 
off the face of the earth. Then you see your own heart as a failure and a hopeless hypocrite. Why even go 
forward? The greatest cry in your heart is the need for the assurance that God enjoys you. If you think that God 
is angry at you and you’re a hopeless hypocrite, you’ll never, ever run to God with that image of God and that 
image of yourself. The accuser is so effective; he knows exactly what he’s doing, but you take the heart of a 
genuine believer who understands the truth of what God is like, even a little, and they understand what they 
look like to God. When they discover their weakness, they run right into the heart of God because they know 
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that God loves them and delights in them, and wants their presence and their company and their fellowship. 
There’s a very big difference between your immaturity and rebellion. 
 
GOD DOESN’T REJECT US WHEN HE CORRECTS US 
Another big difference that we have to distinguish against is this: when God disapproves of an area of your life, 
God doesn’t despise you as a person. We’ve confused God’s correction with God’s rejection. If God looks at 
my life and corrects an area, which He’s doing all the time, that is in no way the same thing as God rejecting me 
as a person. God looks at my life and says, “I enjoy you; I love you in your immaturity. I want these two areas 
to change. I’m not happy with these two areas, but I’m really happy with you as a person and I love you and 
enjoy you.” 
 
Many of us grew up in an environment where correction, parental correction, was always rejection. The idea 
that God can point out an area that’s wrong without rejecting us while still actually liking us is unthinkable, but 
it’s true. He’s always correcting us while enjoying us with no trace of rejection in the relationship at all. When 
God disapproves of something, He doesn’t despise the very people. He disapproves of an area of their life. It’s 
very, very important that we distinguish these things.  
 
GOD LOVES US LIKE GOD LOVES GOD 
In Matthew 26, Jesus and the disciples are at the Last Supper. Jesus has them all gathered around the table, and 
He makes a very interesting statement. John 15 comes to mind, and I’m going to quote from it before we 
actually look at Matthew 26. Here’s quick phrase from John 15:9. You can jot it down if you have a pen. It’s 
John 15:9. They’re all sitting around at the Last Supper and Jesus makes the most incredible statement. They’re 
all there and Jesus is going to die the next day. Jesus knows it but they don’t know it. He’s told them like a 
hundred times, but they still don’t get it. “What does He mean, He’s going to die?” The women, they got it. 
They were anointing Him with oil and preparing. The men are saying, “He’s speaking in mysteries.” 
 
Jesus says, “No, you guys, just think for a minute. I said I’m going to die.” Again, the women were preparing, 
but the men were scratching their heads wondering what the mystery meant. I won’t touch that, lest I 
incriminate myself. Anyway, they’re sitting around the table of the upper room, and Jesus says, “You know 
how much My Father loves Me?” 
 
That’s a pretty big statement. How much does the first person of the Trinity love the second person of the 
Trinity? How much does the uncreated God love His uncreated Son? A lot. Jesus said, “Do you know how 
much My Father loves Me?” Three times in the Gospels we have evidence that God bent over the balcony of 
heaven and said, “That’s My Boy! I’m well-pleased with Him.” At His baptism there was the thunderous, 
audible voice of God: “My beloved Son, I like Him so much” (Mt. 3:17, paraphrased).  
 
John the Baptist said, “Well, I got the right Man, then.” 
 
Thousands of people heard it and said, “What was that?”  
 
Jesus smiles. “My Father likes Me so much. He came to My baptismal service and He just clapped out loud.” 
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Then at the Mount of Transfiguration in Matthew 17 when Moses and Elijah appear, the thunderous voice 
speaks again. “My beloved Son, I like Him so much” (Mt. 17:5, paraphrased). That’s what it says in our 
common language. “I’m well pleased.” But He could have said, “I like Him so much.” 
 
Then again in John 12, when Jesus is entering into Jerusalem getting ready for the final days of His ministry in 
Jerusalem, God speaks out loud, and some of the people thought it was just the thunder of God. Others said, 
“No, it was God’s voice. He said, ‘I like My Son so much’” (Jn. 12:28, paraphrased). 
 
So Jesus said, “Do you guys know how much My Father likes Me? Do you know how much He loves Me?” 
 
They said, “Wow. We never thought much about that, but we guess a whole lot.”  
 
“Oh yes, my Father really likes Me. You can be sure of that, but let Me tell you this. As my Father loves Me—
and I’ll use the word likes because we can’t really feel the word love—we use it so often that we’ve lost the 
feeling of it. “The way that My Father enjoys Me, this is the only way to describe how I feel about you.” 
 
THE ONLY ACCURATE MODEL FOR HOW GOD LOVES US 
He looked at them, and I’ll just quote the verse. He said, “As My Father loved Me, I also have loved you” (Jn. 
15:9). He says, “In the same way, in the same intensity that My Father likes Me, that’s how much I like you 
guys. There’s no other relationship that I can appeal to, to bring you understanding about what I feel about you 
guys. I could take the young couple that’s totally filled with romantic love. That’s not nearly enough love to 
describe what I feel about you. I could take parents over their newborn child; that’s not nearly intense enough to 
describe what I feel about you. The only relationship is a heavenly one. The way My Father feels about Me is 
the only model that can communicate how I feel about you. It’s infinite in its quality; it’s eternal in its duration. 
The intensity of it is beyond human comprehension.” He says, “I feel so deeply about you. I like you; I love 
you, I want you to be My bride. I want to share My throne with you forever. Do you know what I feel about 
you? I took on the garments of humanity. I stepped down from the throne of God. I stepped onto the earth and 
wrapped Myself in humanity. I’ll be crushed by the wrath of God for one reason: I want you, I like you, you’re 
Mine. That’s the only reason I did all of these things. There’s no human relationship that can describe what I 
feel about you. The only one that’s an accurate model is the way the uncreated God feels about Me, His 
uncreated Son, who dwelt together with Him in eternity. This is how I feel about you.”  
 
The twelve are saying, “Wow. Man, this is really something.” 
 
A few minutes later, they’re still in the upper room. They’re still around the same table breaking bread. In 
Matthew 26:31, Jesus makes this most startling statement. He says, “Every one of you will stumble, and every 
one of you will betray Me this night.” 
 
They say, “What?”  
 
He says, “Lest you’re confused about it, when I told you how much I liked you, it wasn’t because of your great 
maturity right now. Every one of you, twelve out of twelve, will deny Me tonight.” We focus on Judas and 
Peter, but all twelve of them denied Him. Did you know that moments before He pronounced their weakness 
and their instability and their immaturity, moments before that, He told them how much He liked them? God’s 
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enjoyment of us isn’t based on our maturity level. It’s based on the fact of the gift of righteousness and the yes 
in our spirit that’s the work of the Holy Spirit in us. There’s a cry, there’s a yes in us. It’s called a willing spirit. 
 
OUR CONFIDENCE LIES IN HIS COMMITMENT TO US 
Of course, Peter in verse 33 says, “Not me. I’ll never betray you. I know these other men: they’re a little 
unstable; they aren’t so sure-footed. I understand, but I’m different.” 
 
This is funny, but it’s true. Jesus gives a prophetic picture. He says, “I’m going to put a prophetic symbol right 
in front of you, Peter. I love you, but I want to show you something.” It’s a rooster crowing, which is a picture 
of Peter’s religious pride. 
 
Peter started off with more confidence in his commitment to Jesus than in Jesus’ commitment to him. So many 
of us begin that way. We feel good about our spiritual future. You know why? Because we have confidence in 
our resolve to be a lover of God. 
 
He looked at Peter and said, “Peter, you’ll never be stable if your primary confidence in your relationship to Me 
is based on your commitment to Me, because your commitment is too weak. I know your intentions are good, 
but your commitment is too weak. The only way that you’ll be stable in this relationship is if you base your 
primary confidence and your primary hope in My commitment to you, Peter, not in your commitment to Me. 
Right now you don’t understand that, Peter. You’re a man whom I love very dearly. I enjoy you, but the 
religious pride will make you dangerous to the Body of Christ. You’re like a rooster. The very thing that will 
stand before you is a picture in the spirit of what your pride is like. It doesn’t diminish My love of you. Peter; 
You’re one of my favorites. I really like you a lot, but this area has got to be dealt with.” 
 
Peter hears Him, and in good, old Peter fashion in verse 35, he says, “I don’t know what You just said about all 
that, but I know one thing: I won’t deny You” (Mt. 26:35, paraphrased). 
 
Jesus looks at John and says, “He just doesn’t listen well, does he?”  
 
“Well, Peter never has. He always bought those boats we didn’t need up in Capernaum and he was always 
doing stuff.” 
 
Peter doesn’t understand any of it. That’s OK, though. Now it’s a couple of hours later in the garden of 
Gethsemane. Look at verse 41. Peter is falling asleep, and Jesus says, “Peter, I want you to pray right now, but 
let Me tell you something about your heart that you don’t really understand. You have a willing spirit, but weak 
flesh” (Mt. 26:41, paraphrased). The NIV says, “The spirit is willing, but the body is weak” (NIV). The word 
body isn’t a good translation; it should be flesh. “There’s a propensity in you for compromise; there’s a 
propensity in you for weakness.” It’s called the principle of the flesh. He exhorts Peter to pray. 
 
PETER’S CONFIDENCE LAY IN HIS COMMITMENT TO JESUS 
Verse 56. At the very end, all the disciples forsook Jesus and fled—all of them. Peter has not. Eleven of the 
twelve have fled. It says in verse 58 that Peter followed Jesus at a distance to the high priest’s courtyard. He 
went in with the servants to see the end. Jesus is being marched by the Roman guard to the courtyard of the high 
priest. Peter is about fifty yards behind. He’s right with Jesus the whole time. He says, “I’m with You. I’m 



THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD – MIKE BICKLE 
Knowledge of God’s Personality 
Transcript: 05/27/97 Page 10 

 
IHOP–KC Missions Base    www.IHOP.org 

Free Teaching Library    www.MikeBickle.org  

going with You to the end. These eleven have already stumbled. They’re unstable. That’s OK. I’ll be with You 
until the end.” 
 
Every now and then Jesus would look over and see Peter. Peter says, “Jesus, You’re incredibly wise, but You 
don’t know everything. I love You, Jesus. You just don’t get it yet.”  
 
Then we go on to verse 69. A servant girl said to Peter, “You’re the one with Jesus of Galilee” (Mt. 26:69, 
paraphrased).  
 
Peter denies it: “No. No. I don’t know Him.” 
 
Then, in verse 71, another girl says the same thing. He says, “No, no. I don’t know Him.” 
 
Then it happens a third time in verse 74. Immediately, a rooster crows. In verse 75, Peter remembers the words 
of Jesus: “Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” So he goes out and weeps bitterly. 
 
There’s a very interesting verse that I’m going to interject here, that Luke adds in Luke 22:61. It’s a very key 
verse, and it happens right between Matthew 26:74 and 75, when Peter cries out the third time, “No, I don’t 
know Him,” and the rooster crows. 
 
At that very instant, Jesus was being transferred from one building to another building in the process of the trial. 
Peter was only maybe forty or fifty yards away, which is close to the length of this building. Right at the 
moment when they were walking Jesus out the door of one of the buildings and across the courtyard to the 
other, in the very moment Peter said, “I don’t know Him,” and the rooster crowed, Jesus and Peter looked at one 
another and locked eyes for just a moment. Jesus looked at him and caught Peter eye to eye, and it says, “Then 
Peter went out and wept bitterly”—when his eyes locked with Jesus at the very moment when the rooster 
crowed. 
 
“GO, TELL HIS DISCIPLES AND PETER THAT HE WILL GO BEFORE THEM INTO GALILEE” 
Turn to Mark 16. On resurrection Sunday, Mary Magdalene and a few of the other ladies have come to the 
tomb. Mary Magdalene sees this young man who’s an angel. Most of you know the story. This angel comes and 
says, “He is risen. Mary, He gave me a message for you to the other disciples.” 
 
They’re all down in Jerusalem. Mary says, “Well, what’s the message?” 
 
“Go and tell them that Jesus is going to be up in Galilee in a few days, and He wants to meet with them.” It’s 
about a four- or five-day walk to get up to Galilee. Some could make it in three days. “Tell them I’m going to 
go ahead of them and I’ll meet them there.” The angel gives Mary the message from Jesus. Jesus is already at 
the right hand of God the Father, and the angel says, “He sent me down to tell you this.” 
 
Look at this. Verse 7. The angel is speaking. “Go, tell the disciples and Peter that He is going before you to 
Galilee, and you will see Him there as He has said to you” (Mk. 16:7). In other words, “He wants to remind you 
that He wants to meet you in Galilee. He has something very important.” 
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Mary comes running with the other ladies. She knocks on the door. They’re all very afraid, very traumatized by 
the events of the weekend. Mary says, “I saw an angel, and this angel had seen Jesus. He’s alive. Really, He’s 
alive.”  
 
The disciples are so overwhelmed with grief that they say, “Come on, Mary; relax.” 
 
“No, really. It’s an angel. He had a message straight from Jesus!”  
 
“What’s the message?”  
 
“He wants to meet all the disciples, like He said, in Galilee. He has some important things that He wants to say. 
He told me to tell you. The angel gave me the message: ‘Go to Galilee and He’ll meet you there.’” 
 
I imagine Peter. Peter and the Lord haven’t talked yet. Their last encounter was when they locked eyes with one 
another and Peter denied the Lord. This was a full-on trauma for Peter’s life. Knowing Peter a little, Peter 
probably hasn’t told the disciples that he’s denied Jesus yet. Probably they’re all grieved, but they’re still under 
the illusion that Peter hadn’t done anything wrong. I mean, maybe. Maybe when I get to heaven Peter will say, 
“Man, you gave me a hard rap down there.” But the way that I read Peter’s story, he hasn’t told them yet. 
Maybe he has.  
 
I imagine Peter saying to Mary, “Did the angel say anything else?”  
 
She says, “Oh, yeah! The angel said Jesus especially wanted to meet with you, Peter.” 
  
Peter says, “Oh no. Just tell me what He said.” 
 
“He said, ‘Tell the disciples, but especially Peter, that I want to meet with him in Galilee. I want to talk with 
him.’”  
 
Peter’s face goes white. “The angel said, especially me? Oh no.” Because the last time that Peter and Jesus saw 
each other was when Jesus saw Peter denying Him. 
 
SIMON PETER DECIDES TO GO FISHING 
Turn to the gospel of John, John 21, for the end of the story. Well, they’re up in Galilee. They’ve walked a 
couple days up north, however long it took them. This is a very, very important passage of Scripture. It may 
seem to be unimportant at a casual reading, but it’s very important.  
 
Simon Peter made a declaration. He said, “I’m going fishing.” It’s OK to go fishing. Fishing is a good thing to 
do. Fishing is a good and righteous occupation, but when Peter said, “I’m going fishing,” he wasn’t talking 
about recreation, because he toiled all through the night. He wasn’t fishing for a little extra spending money 
because the funds were low. Just a week or so earlier, Judas could still take the money and they couldn’t detect 
it because they had so much money in their treasury. Funds weren’t low. Why was Peter fishing all night? He 
wasn’t in a financial crisis.  
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My theory, and a common theory of commentators throughout history is that Peter, because of his failure, 
decided to leave the occupation of being a leader of God’s people and to go reinstate himself in the occupation 
of a fisherman. When he said, “I’m going fishing,” he meant, “I’m changing occupations. I’m going back.” This 
was such a statement of pain in Peter’s life. Peter said, “I can’t face my failure and the disappointment Jesus has 
in me. I can’t do it. I can’t do it. It’s easier just to acclimate to a second-class relationship with Jesus where I 
don’t reach for the high things any longer, but neither do I face the pain of failure.” 
 
FACING THE FAILURE OF COMING UP SHORT 
When you reach to live in hundredfold obedience, when your vision is to be wholehearted for God, you have to 
face your failure of coming up short. If you really are a lover of God, and if you don’t understand the 
personality of God, the pain of feeling like God is despairing, that He despises you or is brokenhearted over 
you, is so great that you can’t face it any more.  
 
What a lot of God’s people do is exactly what Peter did. They relegate themselves to a second-class relationship 
with God. With pain in their heart they say, “I can’t do it anymore. I can’t do what I used to do. I’m so 
miserable. My flesh is so weak. I can’t face the pain of God’s heart being broken and God being disappointed in 
me. I would rather just forget even trying to be pleasing to Him; I would rather just settle.” 
 
Like I said, it’s a righteous thing to go fishing; there’s nothing wrong with that, but for Peter it meant giving up 
what God commanded him to do. It was a statement of despair. It was a statement of conceding, of quitting. 
That’s what this was about. 
 
Well, Jesus appears on the shore. He stood on the shore, yet none of the disciples knew who it was (Jn. 21:4). 
 
PETER SWIMS OUT INTO THE WATER TO EVADE JESUS 
Jesus said, “Children, have you any food” (Jn. 21:5)? 
 
Look at verse 6. He said, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat” (Jn. 21:6), and then “the disciple whom 
Jesus loved” (v. 7)—this is John speaking about himself—said to Peter, “It’s the Lord! That’s the Lord on the 
shore!” 
 
They’re about 100 yards out. What happens in verse 7 is this: Peter says, “The Lord? Oh no!” Peter puts on a 
bunch of heavy clothes and jumps into the sea of Galilee. 
 
There are seven of them. The others row to the shore and get there ten or fifteen minutes before Peter does. 
Peter puts on an overcoat and then jumps in the sea to swim.  
 
They say, “What’s Peter doing? I don’t know. It’s sure taking him a long time to get up here. You’d think he 
would be excited to see the Lord.”  
 
So they’re all standing around the fire and Jesus is there.  
 
Ten or fifteen minutes later Peter finally makes it to shore. This is avoidance; that’s what’s going on. I picture 
him at the back of the circle. They’re all talking to Jesus, and Peter has his head down. Jesus knows what’s 
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going on; Peter knows what’s going on. Maybe the other six don’t have a clue what’s going on, but they think, 
“Peter sure is acting strange.”  
 
“Then, as soon as they had come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid on it, and bread” (Jn. 21:9). 
 
Jesus said in verse 10, “Bring some of the fish that you just caught” (Jn. 21:10, paraphrased). 
 
There are only six of them, plus Jesus and Peter. There are only eight of them there, and Peter says, “I’ll go get 
the fish.” Peter runs. There are only eight of them there, and he drags the whole net of fish. 
 
It’s like the others are thinking, “Peter doesn’t seem very excited to fellowship with Jesus. I mean, he swims to 
the shore; he’s running and fetching all of the fish. Peter, is something wrong?” 
 
“DO YOU LOVE ME MORE THAN THESE?” 
Peter is still looking down. Jesus knows everything that’s going on. The last time they locked eyes, Peter was 
denying Him. In verse 15, all of a sudden the drama crescendos. “When they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, ‘Simon, son of Jonah’” (Jn. 21:15). 
 
Peter thinks, “Oh no.” 
 
There they are. “I have a question, Simon.” 
 
“Lord Jesus, you don’t understand, when that girl came, the Romans were right there, just for a moment; I 
mean, I was tired, and I was up late…”  
 
“Peter, shhh. I have a question.” 
 
“Oh Lord, I’m so sorry. I can’t believe I did this, but there was this one time when…”  
 
“Shhh. Shhh. Peter, Peter. Be quiet. I have a question for you. Do you love Me? Are you a lover of God, Peter?” 
 
“Oh Lord, I’m a hopeless hypocrite.”  
 
“Do you love Me more than these” (Jn. 21:15b)? 
 
I don’t believe He’s pointing to the other six disciples. I believe He’s pointing to the fish. He says, “Do you love 
Me more than these? Do you love Me enough to give up this protective barrier and come and stand before Me 
in the place where I have called you?” 
 
I believe Peter says something like, “Lord, I’m a hopeless hypocrite. I can’t lead God’s people. I’m disqualified. 
I can’t do it. You don’t understand. I don’t trust myself anymore. I’ll never make it. I’m going to cause 
confusion to Your people. I can’t bear this pain anymore.” 
 
“Do you love Me, Peter? Are you a lover of God? Let me tell you something, Peter, before you answer. 
Remember when we were in the garden of Gethsemane eight days ago?” 
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“Yes…” 
 
“Remember what I told you about your heart?” 
 
“No. So many things have happened in the last eight or ten days.” 
 
“I told you that you had a willing spirit but weak flesh.” 
 
“Weak flesh. Man, do I understand that. Do I understand how weak my flesh is! I didn’t understand it then, but 
I understand it now. I can’t believe I did this.” 
 
THE DEVASTATION OF DISCOVERING THE WEAKNESS OF OUR FLESH 
I remember when I was a new believer, and I was with a youth group, and we had the beginning of a revival 
spirit. We had about 1,200 in the youth group and I was about fifteen or sixteen years old. Hundreds of us from 
our high school were getting saved from the area high schools. These youth leaders were anointed of the Lord, 
and they were training us, and they were really into radical Christianity: praying, fasting, witnessing, and 
revival.  
This was the atmosphere in which the Lord allowed me to be saved. Man, we were all going to be martyrs and 
missionaries, and we were going to be the most committed in history. We read all these biographies. We had all 
of this spiritual romance. It was a wonderful time, when I was fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, and eighteen. We tried 
to fast. Most of us ate candy bars without being caught. Anyway, we did our best and we were trying to be 
radical for God. I remember having this strong awareness of my heart and this feeling, this sentiment: “I’m so 
committed to You, Lord. I really will do anything for You.” 
 
When I sinned grievously a number of times in my early days, I was devastated. There’s nothing more 
devastating to a genuine lover of God than to discover the weakness of their own flesh. It’s devastating if you’re 
a true lover of God. It was a full-on spiritual crisis.  
 
Here’s the bad part. I sinned, but I was so surprised that I sinned. I said, “I can’t believe it. God, can You 
believe it?”  
 
God might have said something like, “Oh, there’s so much more where that came from.” 
 
This is really important. I thought that because I was shocked, God was shocked. I thought that because I had 
just discovered the weakness of my flesh that God had just discovered it. The bad thing about that way of 
thinking is that it’s a very subtle, but a very powerful deception. I thought that with this new information He 
was re-negotiating our entire relationship. “With this new information that just came across the fax line of 
heaven about Bickle down there, all bets are off and we’re re-discussing the whole thing about Me liking him.” 
 
I didn’t know what God’s personality was like. When I first discovered my sin, I thought that God had just 
discovered it; I thought that because I was shocked, He was shocked. I thought everything would be re-
negotiated. I ran from God instead of to Him when I discovered the weakness of my flesh. I was just like Peter. 
I said, “I can’t deal with this. I love you too much. I’m a hypocrite. I’m just a lowly, compromising hypocrite.” 
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I was so despairing of myself, and I believed Satan’s accusations against my heart because the truth of the 
matter was this—I was a lover of God. 
 
Satan comes and tells you that you’re a slave of sin who’s struggling to love God, but the truth is that you’re a 
lover of God who is struggling with sin. God defined me as a lover of God who was still struggling. Satan 
accused me of being a slave of sin who made feeble attempts at loving God. I defined my life as a slave of sin; 
God defined me as a lover of God who struggled with sin. When God looked at me, He saw my willing spirit. 
When God looked at me, He saw the cry in my heart to be His.  
 
When I looked at me all I saw was failure. Satan accused God to my mind and told me that God was an angry 
and impatient God. Then he accused me to my own heart and said, “You’re a hopeless hypocrite anyway. Curse 
God and die.” 
 
This is the line that he uses on every one of God’s people. So Jesus looks at Peter and says, “Remember what I 
told you?” 
 
“Oh right, my flesh is weak.” 
 
He says, “But that’s not the only thing that I told you, Peter. It’s true that your flesh is weak, but it isn’t the only 
thing true about you, that you have weak flesh.” 
 
See, we begin to see our struggle. We see our weak flesh and we believe that’s the only true thing about our 
heart.  
 
He said, “Peter, what’s also true, what’s more true, is that you have a willing spirit. There’s a yes in your spirit. 
There’s a cry in you for Me, because I put it in you. I can see it even more powerfully than I see your struggle.” 
 
Peter said, “I’ve lost connection. I’ve lost the awareness that I have a willing spirit. I’m just a hopeless 
hypocrite.”  
 
Jesus says, “No, you’re a lover of God, Peter. You’re a man with a willing spirit. I love you, Peter. I like you.” 
 
I see Him lifting Peter’s chin up, and He says, “Now answer Me. Do you love Me? Are you a lover of God?”  
 
I see Peter choking and stuttering, “You know that I love you.” Then he puts his head down.  
 
Jesus says, “Let’s go through this again.” 
 
Look at verse 16. He does it three times. You know the story. He says, “Peter, I have a question for you.”  
 
“Yes?”  
 
“Do you love Me?”  
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“Oh Jesus, don’t ask me. I hate that question. I hate the pain that comes to me because I failed You. I’m a 
hypocrite. I’m so weak.” 
 
“Peter. Shhh. I tell you again, there’s a cry in your heart. When I see you, My heart is moved by you. I love you, 
Peter, and I love how you love Me. Do you love Me, Peter?” 
 
“Yes, Lord. You know everything. You know that I’m a lover of God.” 
 
Jesus says to him a third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me” (Jn. 21:17)?  
 
“Lord, You say that I do. You say that You know my heart better than I know my heart. Peter, you’re a lover of 
God. I love your heart, Peter. You know why I had to show you your struggle, because you would never be a 
safe leader until you understood that My embrace is assured to you in the midst of your weakness.” 
 
THE ONLY SAFE LEADERS AND SHEPHERDS IN THE BODY OF CHRIST 
A leader who thinks that God is for them because they’re more committed to Him than everyone else will be 
reckless in their self-righteous pride. They will abuse people with their position of authority. The only safe 
leaders and shepherds in the Body of Christ are those who stand in assurance, receiving the full embrace of God 
and the awareness of the weakness of their own flesh. It tenderizes them; it melts them; it brings them into truth 
so that they can bring others into that very truth. I stand before God as a man of weak flesh who has struggled 
and failed, but I stand in the assurance of His embrace because His commitment to me is far superior than my 
commitment to Him. That’s the strength of my future and my hope in God. I stand with hope because I know 
whose arms are around me. I have commitment to Him to whatever degree only because I know first about His 
commitment to me. 
 
He says, “Peter, you would never be a safe shepherd until you understood with certainty how sure My embrace 
was, even in the knowledge of your struggle, not in the absence of your struggle. In the raw, confronting facts of 
your weakness, you would let Me embrace you.”  
 
IN THE MIDST OF THE STRUGGLE, HE KNOWS THAT WE LOVE HIM 
Peter says in verse 17, “God, You know everything. Jesus, You know my struggle; You know my passion, You 
know my secret cry to love You” (Jn. 17:b, paraphrased). He says, “Yes, I love you. You know that I love you.”  
 
Three times Jesus asked him that question, because three times Peter denied Him. Jesus was breaking shame off 
of Peter for every time he denied Him. He made Peter confess the truth about how God saw Him. “You know 
God, that I’m a lover of God. I’m not a hopeless hypocrite. I don’t have to leave my position because I’m 
struggling and coming up short. I can stand secure with a first-rate relationship as a lover of God. You define 
me as someone who loves You. You don’t define me as someone who struggles; you define my life by the love 
in my heart for You, not by my struggle with failure.” 
 
That’s the confession of Peter: “In the midst of his struggle, You know everything and You know that I love 
You.” The power of accusation, condemnation, and shame is broken off of Peter by that confession. It’s 
powerful. God has a strategy to bring every one of God’s leaders into that confidence through that turbulent 
struggle with the knowledge of their own weakness. I hate that part of life. I hate it. I hated facing my sin, 
because I love God, and anything that Satan can use to accuse me of not being a lover of God just destroys me 
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on the inside, but I’m not going to listen to him anymore. I’m a lover of God. That’s who I am. Yes, I struggle 
with sin, but that doesn’t define me. I’m not defined by my struggle. I’m defined by the willing spirit that cries 
to God to love Him.  
 
THE DISCIPLE WHOM JESUS LOVED 
Very, very briefly, but it’s important to end with this part. Verse 20. “Peter turning around saw the disciple 
whom Jesus loved following, the one who leaned on Jesus’ breast at the supper” (Jn. 21:20, paraphrased). Peter 
is walking after Jesus, and he turns around and sees the disciple whom Jesus loved. This is a very, very 
powerful and interesting phrase. Notice, this is the gospel of John. John wrote this gospel. Whenever John 
spoke about himself in the last half of the gospel of John, he never said, “John was following Peter.” He said, 
“The one whom God likes was following Peter.” Five times John referenced himself and defined his life as the 
one whom God likes. He said, “I’m the disciple the Lord likes.”  
 
Now, John denied Jesus just like Peter did. He’s the one who recorded John 15:9, which I quoted earlier. John is 
the one who captured that in his gospel. Jesus said, “The way My Father loves Me, that’s how I feel about you” 
(Jn. 15:9, paraphrased). “The way My Father feels about Me, that’s how I feel about you.” 
 
John says, “I’ll take it. I’ll take it. I don’t know what these other men think about themselves, but I’m the one 
whom God likes.” 
 
Did you know that on the basis of John 15:9, on the basis that Jesus loves you like the Father loves Him, every 
one of the redeemed is God’s favorite? Every single one of you. Because if Jesus loves you like the Father loves 
Him, you’re His favorite.  
 
John said, “I’m taking it. I’m taking it.” Five times John wrote about himself, “So-and-so and the one God likes 
did such-and-such.” 
 
Peter could have read that and said, “John, this is the eternal word of God. This is going to be recorded forever.”  
 
John might have said, “That’s exactly how I want it.” 
  
John is the New Testament counterpart of David in the Old Testament, the one with that unique confidence that 
God liked him. There’s a reason John had his head on Jesus’ breast. There’s a reason that John wasn’t afraid of 
intimacy like the others were. He said, “How can I be afraid of intimacy with the Son of God? He likes me. 
He’s absolutely in love with me. I like being with Him.” Something feels good when I’m with Jesus. I don’t feel 
dirty; I feel clean. I know that I stumbled; so what? God likes me. I’m with God all the way. When I need my 
comfort, I don’t lick my wounds in condemnation. I don’t try and earn it. I run right into the heart of God and I 
lean my head upon His breast. The only place I can get free from my guilt and my sin is by leaning on His 
breast.”  
 
Five times He said that. John was no wimpy man. John was the one Jesus called “the son of thunder.” He was 
the Rambo of the apostles. I mean, John was like all the Campbell boys, all these Braveheart kids. If you 
remember, John was the man who went to Samaria, and the people wouldn’t show up at his conference. He 
came back and Jesus said, “How did the conference go?” 
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“They didn’t show up. I want to burn the city.”  
 
“Burn the city?”  
 
“Yeah. If they don’t come to my meeting, nuke them. I don’t care. Wipe the city out.”  
 
I mean, this was a tough man. He was a fighter. He was a street fighter. “Burn the city if they won’t come to my 
meetings!”  
 
“What about giving them another chance?”  
 
“Forget it, I was there once.” 
 
Of course John didn’t know that in Acts 8, a few years later, he was to be called by the Holy Spirit to call fire 
down on the Samaritans. He did burn the city, but with Holy Spirit fire in Acts 8. 
 
THE ONLY SAFE PLACE FOR JOHN WAS ON THE BREAST OF JESUS 
This is bizarre. John is the one who, right before the Last Supper, goes up to Jesus and says, “Can I sit at Your 
right hand forever?”  
 
The other eleven, even Judas, got mad at this one. Even Judas got self-righteous and said, “My goodness.” 
 
They said, “What?”  
 
He said, “Yeah, why not?”  
 
One of the men said, “John, it’s one thing to be head of the twelve, but it’s another thing to be the head of the 
whole Jerusalem church, and it’s another thing altogether to be the head of the whole movement in Israel, to be 
a head of the whole movement in the early church. You want to be over everyone forever.” 
 
John says, “Yeah?” John was out of control. He wanted to burn cities and he wanted to be over everyone 
forever at the right hand of God. “I want everyone under me!” He was a son of thunder. He was a tough man in 
the natural. He was a strong, out-of-control, male ego man. Yet he’s the only one portrayed as putting his head 
on the breast of Jesus, for one reason: he had revelation of God’s enjoyment of him in his weakness. The only 
safe place in the universe for John was on Jesus’ breast. We’re talking about a man’s man. He said, “This 
doesn’t undermine my masculinity. This establishes my manhood—being an extravagant lover of God; knowing 
that I’m loved of God so passionately. This is what makes a man a man. This is what establishes and fulfills 
masculinity, not what undermines it.” 
 
So there it is: the twofold confession that every one of you must have in order to have a right spiritual identity. 
There are two great needs in your heart. You have to know that in your weakness God likes you. You have to 
know that He enjoys you when you’re weak, as John did. But that’s not enough. You have to know that in your 
weakness you’re not a hopeless hypocrite; you’re still a lover of God. It isn’t enough to know that God loves 
me; I want to know that I love God. I don’t work right unless I know two things: first, that He loves me, but I 
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have to know that in authentic, genuine reality, I’m a lover of God as well, because I don’t work right if I’m not 
a wholehearted lover of God. Just like you, I’m simply made that way. 
 
The confession of John is this, “God likes me when I sin.” The confession of Peter is, “I’m still a lover of God. 
I’m not a hopeless hypocrite even when I struggle with my failure.” That doesn’t nullify the truth of who I am 
before God and it doesn’t change how God sees me.  
 
One of the things that I love to do is to stand before the Lord. I get before the Lord at the worship service and 
I’m working off of John 15:9, that Jesus loves me like the Father loves Him; that I’m the disciple whom the 
Lord loves, because everyone is. Every born-again believer is the one He loves. 
 
I like to come before the Lord and say, “Lord, behold Your dear Mike, the disciple You love, Your favorite one; 
here I am.” I say that all the time. I say, “Here I am, Your beloved one; here I am again.” I picture the Lord 
smiling. I say, “It’s me again.” My heart goes, “Boom, boom, boom.” I say, “I love this.” It’s the truth. It’s the 
truth of you, too. Especially when I’ve done something carnal, I want to throw it right back at the devil’s face. 
 
I say, “Father, it’s me again, the one You love.” I’m going to take the Word of God and go right into the breast 
of Jesus when I sin. I’m not going the other way. I’m not going to languish for a little while in accusation. 
I don’t believe Satan’s lies against God’s heart, and I’m not going to accept them against my heart. God is a 
lover and I’m a lover. He loves me and I love Him, and what gives my life power is that reality. I’m not buying 
into any other lies about God or about me. That’s the truth of who I am in Jesus. So let’s lift our hearts before 
the Lord. 
 


