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        Session 6 The Personality & Power of the Antichrist (Dan. 8:15-27)

I. review: outline of Daniel 8

A.  Daniel’s vision (Dan. 8:1-14)
B.  Gabriel appeared to Daniel to explain and expand the vision (8:15-25)
      1. The vision pertains to the end times (8:15-19)
      2. Gabriel’s explanation of the symbols (8:20-22)
      3. The Antichrist’s personality and power (8:23-25)
C.  The importance of this vision (8:26-27)

II. the importance of understanding God’s view of the Antichrist  

A. Jesus called His people to see the abomination of desolation and pointed them to Daniel’s prophetic visions to grasp it (Mt. 24:15). The abomination is the central event that helps us to understand Jesus’ view of the Antichrist and the end times. Two components of the abomination will be the image and the mark of the Beast. Daniel described how uniquely horrific the Antichrist will be. 

15“Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him understand), 16“then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains…21then there will be great tribulation.” (Mt. 24:15-16, 21)

We are in our sixth session of End-Time Studies in the Book of Daniel. Tonight we are looking at Daniel 8:15-27. I like to say this several times each course, that I urge you to not receive anything that you hear from my teaching or anybody’s teaching unless you see it with your own eyes in your own Bible. I encourage you to challenge everything you hear in a humble and respectful way, not just from here, but everything from anywhere in the Body of Christ. Just do it with a spirit of love and humility. Challenge everything and if you cannot see it in your Bible and your own eyes, then do not accept it.
When you talk about Daniel or the end times unless you are sharing just with a friend, but if you are really talking about it do not say, “Mike said” or “Allen said” or “Wes said.” Say, “The Bible says…” or do not say it. Meaning, buy into what the Bible says and do not buy into another Bible teacher. I mean you can reference a Bible teacher, but believe what you say before you say it is what I am saying. I would say that in small group fellowship that is a different thing. You can work through issues there, but I am talking about if you are going forth and teaching it, only teach what you see in the Word. I cannot say that enough times.

Well, here in Daniel 8 is a very important passage because this is the first time that the angel Gabriel makes his appearance in human history in terms of the record of Scripture. Gabriel appears four times in the Bible, and this is the first time. It is remarkable that this vision in Daniel 8 is the first time the abomination of desolation is indicated in the Bible and it is the first time Gabriel appears. The primary message of Gabriel here is about the Antichrist. I mean that just seems so surprising. I would think in Gabriel’s first appearance in the Bible his primary message would be the Christ, but it is actually the Antichrist, the one who will raise up in great power to oppose the true Christ, and who will fail and be brought down.

In Daniel 8, the abomination of desolation is mentioned for the first time. Daniel is the only person who mentions the abomination of desolation. The reason that is important is because Jesus called His people to understand and see the abomination of desolation spoken by the prophet Daniel. Look at Matthew 24:15, “Therefore, when you see the abomination of desolation spoken by Daniel the prophet,” when you see it, He goes on to say, “whoever reads this, understand.” In other words, know what the book of Daniel says about this subject. Then verse 16, those in Judea or those that around the city of Jerusalem should flee because then the Great Tribulation will break forth across the earth.

It is important that Jesus in Matthew 24—which is the main chapter in the Bible in which Jesus teaches on the end times—the only prophet that He calls attention to and urges people to understand is Daniel. He is really pointing them back actually to Daniel 8 where the abomination of desolation is mentioned, which is the chapter we are on right now. This is the first time that the angel Gabriel appears. So we know that the abomination of desolation is the central event that helps us understand Jesus’ view of the end times and of the Antichrist. I mean it is remarkable! We are talking about Jesus who said to study Daniel and understand the abomination, it is the central event in how Jesus taught on the end times. Right here in Daniel 8 we see it for the first time. Gabriel is the one that is unpacking the understanding of it.
Now session four I believe was on the abomination of desolation so we are not going to cover that right now. All those notes are on the website if you are new to this series. The two main components of the abomination of desolation are the mark of the beast and the image of the beast. Here Daniel is describing in this vision how horrific, uniquely horrific, the Antichrist will be. As a matter of fact in Daniel’s four visions at the end of his life—he had four primary visions at the end of his life and he had one vision in his early days when he was about twenty and the others are in his seventies and eighties—four of them at the end, and in three of those four visions Daniel talks about the Antichrist far more than the Christ.

I find that surprising. I mean as I first connected with that I thought, “Daniel, four major visions on the end times at the end of your life and you talk significantly more about the Antichrist than any other subject. Then Jesus points you out as the man to study. What is this about?”
B. The theme most emphasized in Daniel’s four visions, surprisingly, is not Jesus, but the Antichrist. Why? Because the Lord knows that many will be deceived by the Antichrist and offended at God when He allows the Antichrist to persecute His people, and that this will lead to many falling away.
(2 Thes. 2:3; 1 Tim. 4:1-2; 2 Tim. 3:1-7; 4:3-4; 2 Pet. 2:1-3). The issue that Jesus most emphasized in Matthew 24 was not about persecution but the need to avoid deception (Mt. 24:4-5, 11, 24). 

4“Take heed that no one deceives you…5Many will come in My name…and will deceive many... 11Many false prophets will rise up and deceive many…24For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.” (Mt. 24:4-5, 11, 24)

The Lord knows that many will be deceived by the Antichrist, and many will be offended at God because God will allow the Antichrist to continue for three-and-a-half years. Seemingly the Antichrist prospers while he is persecuting the people of God. This is going to offend even some of God’s people. It is interesting that in Matthew 24—which again is the primary chapter in which Jesus taught on the end times; He gives more in this chapter than anywhere else—He emphasizes the need to avoid deception even more than the warning about persecution and tribulation. When we think of the end times, we think tribulation, persecution. Jesus said that there is something more important to be warned about, and that is deception. He emphasized deception more than any other theme in Matthew 24, the very chapter where he points people to Daniel. Look here, He mentions it four times. I have it referenced here in Matthew 24:4-5, 11, 24.

C. God raised Daniel up as a forerunner prophet 2,500 years ago as a premier gift to the generation in which the Lord returns, so that God’s people would be prepared with understanding of what the Word says about the Antichrist and not to yield to deception, fear, compromise, or offense at God’s leadership, but be filled with clarity, peace, purity, and confidence in God’s leadership. Some will be offended, asking how God could allow such an evil man to persecute them and prosper.

I think it is remarkable that God raised up a prophet, a forerunner prophet, 2,500 years ago as a gift to the generation in which the Lord returns. Nobody knows exactly when that is, though we know we are getting closer to it. God raised up a man 2,500 years ago and gave him four major visions at the end of his life and the primary theme of those vision is the Antichrist so that God’s people would understand the nature and the purpose of this man. God does not want the people of God to yield to deception.

Notice I have four things here: deception, fear, being seduced into compromise, and offence at God’s leadership. God says, in effect, “I am going to give you ample information before it ever happens, 2,500 years plus in advance. I am going to give you clarity about it so that you will not yield to deception. You will not yield to fear. You do not need to fear. You can understand My purpose for this man. Do not compromise in that hour and do not be offended at God’s leadership.”
D. Jesus wants His people to understand the intensity of power, cruelty, and evil that the Antichrist will cause, so that they can be spiritually prepared for what will happen and have biblical answers for it. It is far easier to process what the Word says about the Antichrist and the negative events that will occur during the Great Tribulation before they live under the pressure of such terrible events. 

Jesus pointed to Daniel as the prophet to study. He pointed to the abomination of desolation which is all about the Antichrist, and Gabriel’s first appearance was related to the Antichrist and the abomination of desolation. God wants His people to understand the intensity of the power, the intensity of the cruelty, the intensity of the evil that this man will perpetrate across the nations so they can be spiritually prepared not to yield to fear and compromise and offense and deception. They can understand what the Bible says long before those events ever take place.

Beloved, it is far easier to understand what the Bible says about these events before people are under the pressure of those events. When they are in the pressure of those events it is going to be far harder to make sense of them in an objective way without fear and offense and deception clouding their judgment. That is why the forerunner ministry is so important, decades ahead of time, even generations ahead of time, God gives clarity so that a billion, a couple of billion people on the earth have a chance to have understanding before the weight of the pressure is on the nations. Because then again they are so prone to compromise and fear and offense, they are so easily swayed, they cannot objectively see what the Bible says as easily.

E. There is a spirit of stupor and unbelief related to the four visions that Daniel saw of the Antichrist (7:15-28; 8:9-26; 9:27; 11:21-36). Many teach that the prophecies about the Antichrist are merely symbolic; others teach that they were all fulfilled in the past (by Antiochus Epiphanes or in AD 70); others say that they speak of a man coming in the future, but that we cannot really understand them.

I want to say this kindly, and I am only saying it to alert you so you do not yield to it. There is a spirit of stupor—an unbelief, but it is more than unbelief—it is a spirit of stupor that is on the Body of Christ related to the Antichrist and the visions of Daniel. I know really godly, brilliant Bible teachers, men and women who have loved God for years, who read these four visions of Daniel, which are so straightforward about the cruelty and the evil of this end-time man, and they say, “Well, I do not know what it says.”

“No, read it! I mean you know Greek and Hebrew. You are a master theologian.”

“I don’t know. I just cannot connect with it.”

I talked to one man, a good friend of mine. He knows about five or six languages and has two Ph. Ds. in theology. He said, “I cannot make sense of any of that stuff about the Antichrist and the end time.”

I said, “Ugh, come on! Yes, it is straightforward; it really is. I mean some of it is in symbols, but much of it is straightforward.”
Many Bible teachers think the Antichrist is merely symbolic, that he is not a real man. Many in the Body of Christ dismiss him as symbolic. Others say he was real, but it was all fulfilled in the past, that these visions are real, but it they are already fulfilled. Another group says, “It is real, and it is future, but nobody can understand it anyways, so why try?” That is what I mean by a spirit of stupor is on the Body of Christ.

Gabriel appears for the first time in human history to make known this man. We must understand straightforwardly what Gabriel was saying. It is a very, very important vision because again for people to figure out what the Bible says in the heat of the pressure with the fear hitting them and confusion and deception and all these other things, well, it will be far easier to get a grasp of it ahead of time.

III. Gabriel appeared to Daniel (Dan. 8:15-19)

A. God sent Gabriel to give Daniel understanding of the vision (8:15-16). His appearance indicates the importance of this vision. This is the first time that Gabriel appears in Scripture, and it is to reveal the power, cruelty, and evil of the Antichrist. Gabriel is mentioned four times in the Scriptures—
twice in Daniel (8:16; 9:21) and twice in Luke (Lk. 1:11-20, 26-38). Each time, he gave messages pertaining to events related to the coming of the Messiah. He is known as a “messenger angel.” 

15When I, Daniel, had seen the vision and was seeking the meaning…suddenly there stood before me one having the appearance of a man. 16And I heard a man’s voice between the banks of the Ulai, who called, and said, “Gabriel, make this man understand the vision.” (Dan. 8:15-16) 

Let’s look at the vision. We will not look at all of this—there are six pages of notes—we will look at just a few points in it. Now the vision is verses 1-14; we looked at that in the last session. Gabriel is going to come and interpret the vision Daniel saw in verses 1-14. Verse 15, “When I, Daniel, had seen the vision, I was seeking the meaning.”—He had seen the vision, verse 1-14, and was saying, “Lord, what does this mean?”—“Suddenly there stood before me this angelic being, one with the appearance of a man.” It was not a man. It was an angel, but it was an angel who had the appearance of a man. 

In verse 16, “I heard a man’s voice”—an angelic voice—“between the banks of the Ulai River. He called, ‘Gabriel, make this man’”—Daniel—“understand the vision” of verse 1-14. So Gabriel comes. For the first time in history he appears in the biblical record. He comes to give Daniel understanding of the vision he just had in the last fourteen verses.

Now again Gabriel only appears four times in Scripture. Every time he appears it is something very significant to the Messiah, very significant to the coming of the Messiah. The first time it is the opponent to Messiah; it is the false Christ who is going to try to deceive, not just the nations, but the Body of Christ, to fall away from the true Christ. So loyalty to the true Christ is at the core of the reason for this vision, that people, even the elect, would not be deceived and draw back from their loyalty to the true Christ; that is at the very heart of this.

B. Gabriel’s message was about the end times (8:17-18). Daniel received this vision in 551 BC—over 2,500 years ago. Antiochus died in 164 BC—less than 400 years after this vision was given. 

17He said to me, “Understand, son of man, that the vision refers to the time of the end”…
19And he said, “Look, I am making known to you what shall happen in the latter time of 
the indignation; for at the appointed time the end shall be.”…26“And the vision of the evenings and mornings…refers to many days in the future.” (Dan. 8:17-19, 26)
Now look what Gabriel says in verse 17-26. Notice four times in seven verses Gabriel makes it clear this vision is about the end times. This is Gabriel talking. We are not talking about a Bible teacher, but Gabriel the angel. Gabriel is really good at interpreting prophecy. Verse 17, “He [Gabriel] said to me, ‘Understand, son of man.’” Now notice the vision refers to the time of the end, number one.

Verse 19, and he said, “Look, Daniel. I am making known to you what will happen in the latter time of the indignation.” So that is the second time he says that, “at the latter time.” “For at the appointed time the end shall be,” that is the third reference. 

Verse 26, “And the vision of the evenings and the mornings”—that is the vision of verse 14—“refers to many days in the future.” So he says the vision refers to the end; it is things that will happen in the latter time, the appointed time at the end, many days from now.

Yet I talk to many people, and I ask, “What do you think this vision is about?”
They answer things like, “Well, I do not know…nobody can really know…I think it is already fulfilled…I think it is symbolic…”
No, it is about the End. That is what this thing is about. Gabriel made it clear. I do not know that it could have been more clear than how he laid it out.

1. Time of the end: Gabriel emphasized four times that the message pertained to the end times—the time of the end (8:17), the latter time of the indignation (8:19b), the appointed time of the end (8:19c), and in the latter time (8:23). These four phrases essentially mean the same thing. 

2. Son of man: The title son of man indicates human weakness.

3. The indignation: In the Old Testament, the term indignation is used at times when God was indignant with Israel because of her sin and disciplined her through the oppression of Gentile armies—Assyria (Isa. 10:5, 25) and Babylon (Lam. 2:6). The term “the” indignation refers to God’s discipline of Israel specifically during the Great Tribulation (Dan. 12:1, 7). 

IV. Gabriel’s explanation of the symbols (Dan. 8:20-22)

A. Gabriel interpreted the ram with two horns (8:3-4) and the male goat (8:5-8) with the large horn (8:20-22). Most agree that these were historically fulfilled by the Medo-Persian and Greek empires. 

20“The ram which you saw, having the two horns—they are the kings of Media and Persia. 
21And the male goat is the kingdom of Greece. The large horn that is between its eyes is the first king [Alexander the Great]. 22As for the broken horn and the four that stood up in its place, four kingdoms shall arise out of that nation, but not with its power.” (Dan. 8:20-22) 

B. The two horns of the ram (8:3-4) are the kings of Media and Persia; the goat (8:5) speaks of the kingdom of Greece. The notable horn (8:5) between the goat’s eyes is the first king—Alexander.

C. The broken horn (8:8) speaks of Alexander the Great, who died at the age of 32 in 323 BC. 
The four horns (four notable ones, 8:8) are four kingdoms that arose following Alexander’s death. After Alexander died, four of his notable generals divided his kingdom into four lesser kingdoms. 
The four horns here parallel the four heads of Daniel 7:6.
These symbols are pretty simple, really quite straightforward. So just get a little familiar with them. Read over it on your own.

V. the Antichrist’s Personality and power (Dan. 8:23-25)

A. Daniel 8 emphasizes the Antichrist’s activities in relationship to the Jewish people and the temple in Jerusalem (8:9-14), as well as the great cruelty of his reign of terror over the nations (8:23-25). 
He will emerge in the latter time (8:23) of the kingdom of the four kings mentioned in verse 22. 
The composite beast of Daniel 7:11 will express the evil, geography, and ethnicity of Greece. 

23“In the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors have reached their fullness, 
 a king [Antichrist] shall arise, having fierce features, who understands sinister schemes. 
24His power shall be mighty, but not by his own power [by demonic power]; he shall destroy fearfully, and shall prosper and thrive; he shall destroy the mighty, and also the holy people. 25Through his cunning he shall cause deceit to prosper under his rule; and he shall exalt himself in his heart. He shall destroy many in their prosperity. He shall even rise against the Prince of princes [Jesus]; but he shall be broken without human means [by God’s power].” (Dan. 8:23-25) 

Now Gabriel is going to really lock into the subject of the Antichrist. He has given Daniel the symbols of Persia and Greece and what the symbols meant. Now he explains, “Let me tell you what is really going on here.”
It says in Daniel 8:23, “In the latter time of their kingdom”—notice—“when transgressors have reached their fullness.” What a statement from Gabriel! When sinners reach their fullness of human potential of evil, when transgressors reach their fullness, that is one of the most terrifying statements in the Bible related to human activity. I mean that is a terrifying statement, when transgressors reach their fullness. It will go beyond any other generation in history, the depth of perversion and darkness that human beings will operate in.

The glorious part is that, in the opposite end of the spectrum, the Body of Christ will walk in unity, love, and bright righteousness like no time ever in history. Beloved, sexual perversion will not only go to deeper depths of perversion, it will pervade the societies of the earth. This is an issue that believers need to get settled on because it is going to get far more intense the next ten, twenty, thirty years if the Lord tarries.

He says, “When transgressors reach their fullness”—we are in verse 23, notice—“a king shall arise.” So we know the Antichrist is a political leader. He is not just an evil man with miracles, a religious leader. He is a political leader; he is a king. It says it in Daniel 8:23 that he is a king. He is more than a military leader, more than a religious leader; he is those and more. More than an economic leader, he is that undoubtedly; he has that ability. He is a political leader in the nations. He will arise and come on the global scene, meaning be on the world stage in a place of power. He will have fierce features. What a statement! We will look at a few of these in a moment. He will understand sinister schemes. His power shall be mighty, but it will not be his own power. It will be more than human power is what he is getting at; it will be demonic. His power will not be his own: it will be more than human power that is innately his; it is demonic power.

He will destroy fearfully, meaning in a most terrifying way he will bring destruction to people and cities. In a terrifying way he will destroy. The confusing thing that will make even some of God’s people be offended at God is that he will prosper. He will thrive while he is destroying and committing great acts of oppression and cruelty. He will thrive and prosper! That will throw off so many people. One group of people will see him moving forward and destroying, but prospering. They will say that it must be God somehow. He must be destroying the bad guys. But he is going after the saints, and yet he is prospering.

Believers are thinking, “Wait, I am not following.”

The Lord could say—I mean He is so tender in His mercy—“I have given you ample information in the Bible for 2,500 years. I raised up messengers and gave clarity. You understand he will prosper for three-and-a-half years, for a short season.”
This man will destroy the mighty. This man, the Antichrist, will not be afraid of the richest men in the world, the most powerful leaders in the world. He will not be afraid or intimidated by anybody’s power base at all. He will not need any of them because his power will be so superior to all of them. He will destroy the mighty, those with the greatest resource bases of military, economics, or whatever.

He will also destroy the holy people. God will allow him to do it for three-and-a-half years. Many of the holy people, the saints, will be spared; I mean they will not die because they will be delivered supernaturally and God will protect them. Many will, and many will not. So the body of Christ will not know which ones will and which ones will not. The very fact of unknowing will cause everyone who stays loyal to Jesus to be purified in the process, because they do not know if it is going to touch their life or their family or not in a direct way. So they are thinking if they are in all the way for real or they are out of this thing. It will cause a line of demarcation that will cause those that name the name of Jesus to be in it for real with all of their heart or they will not dabble with Christianity like so many do today.

Verse 25, “through his cunning;” he will be very deceitful, very crafty, intelligent deception beyond what we could imagine. He will cause deceit to prosper. He will lie and deceive, but it will win, it will succeed; the lie will win. He will lie to kings, but his deals will work. He will lie to the nations, but the nations will worship him. He will tell lies, but the lies will work out for him; deceit will prosper. He will be honored more than any other political leader in history. Of course Jesus when He returns will far surpass that in number and in depth of loyalty.

Verse 25, “through his cunning he will cause deceit to prosper” under his rule. He will exalt himself in his heart. He will destroy many in their prosperity. He will even rise against Jesus. He will, on a global stage, rise against the Prince of princes. He will blaspheme Jesus on a global level with such boldness that it will be terrifying because he will have no fear of consequences. That will even cause many to side with him and say that he surely must be right, that nobody could be this confident and have this many millions of people following him and be wrong, so he must be right.

B. Fullness of transgressors: In the generation in which Jesus returns, sin will reach the greatest heights ever in history (Dan. 8:23; 12:10; Mt. 13:30; 1 Thes. 2:16; Rev. 9:20-21; 14:18; 17:4; 18:5).

21They did not repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts. (Rev. 9:21)

5The earth is defiled under its inhabitants, because they have transgressed… (Isa. 24:5)

Let’s look at just a few of these phrases. The fullness of transgression, or transgressors is how Gabriel said it, or the fullness of sinners. Here I am saying it as the fullness of sin itself soon will reach the highest heights ever known in history. A verse I have put here is Revelation 9:21, which highlights the four major sins that will cover the earth. Again the saints will be walking in bright righteousness, and there will be a great harvest and a billion saints. In terms of many places in society, Revelation 9:21 says that the four major sins will be murder, immorality, theft, and occult activity, those four things. There will be so many levels of theft from international and national businesses, and from corporate and individual, to gangs and civil strife, theft in every level of society. Then the last is the occult, demon worship, open demon worship at a level, on the global scale at a level never known in history.

C. A king shall arise: The Antichrist shall arise as a king when sin “reaches its fullness” (8:23).

D. Fierce features: The Antichrist will have fierce features (8:23). Some translations refer here to his bold or strong countenance—cruelty. He will be resolute in his cruelty, without any capacity for compassion or mercy. His most prominent name in Scripture is the Beast, because he thinks like a wild beast. He is called the Beast thirty-six times in the book of Revelation to convince us that it will be impossible to negotiate with him for mercy. He will be the cruelest man in history. 

He will have fierce features is what it says there. It says that a king will arise with fierce features who understands sinister schemes. One translation says that he has a bold countenance, a strong countenance. His features are his countenance, which will be bold or strong. This means at the end he will be cruel. He will have no mercy. His countenance will not waver in the sense of when he is set to do evil his countenance will be fierce and resolute. It does not mean he will never smile; that is not what it means. It means when he is acting out his evil there will be no hesitation, no drawing back. He will be resolute and evil.

Now in the book of Revelation the most prominent name of the Antichrist is—well, not just in the book of Revelation, but in the whole of the Bible—the most prominent name for the Antichrist is the Beast. He is called the Beast thirty-six times in the book of Revelation. He is only called the Antichrist one time, as the Antichrist reference in the whole of the Bible in in 1 John. In other places he is called the man of lawlessness, the man of sin, son of perdition, but he is mostly called the Beast.
One reason he is called a beast is that it will be impossible to negotiate with him for mercy. Even given the greatest reason to give leniency he will not do it. He will have no capacity for mercy. His inward makeup will be absolutely devoid of mercy; he will be a beast. There will be no reasoning with him in terms of giving leniency and mercy. He will be the most cruel man that ever walked the earth, but he will have masqueraded initially as a man of peace who loves the goodwill of man.

E. Sinister schemes: He will discern the evil motives of men and solve complex problems (8:23). 
This will include the spiritual realm (occult) and the natural realm of politics, war, economics, etc. He will solve complex problems by receiving supernatural, demonic insight. 

It says here that this man will have fierce features and will understand sinister schemes. What does it mean that he knows sinister schemes? Well, he will understand and discern the evil motives of men. When men are trying to trick him, because undoubtedly the kings of the earth will try to trick him as he is rising up and even in power—everyone is negotiating with an angle—he will understand all of their schemes. Nothing will be able to be pulled over his eyes; no deception will work against him. Sinister schemes could also mean that he will be able to solve complex problems. I think that “understanding sinister schemes” has a number of different facets to it. Every one of these phrases is filled with meaning. Remember Gabriel is giving every one of these phrases. They are coming from the lips of Gabriel, every one of them. This leader will solve complex problems in the spirit realm through the occult. He will solve complex problems, sinister schemes in the natural realm, political, military, economic dilemmas, and schemes, plans, hindrances, and roadblocks. By demonic spirits he will be able to see through to the solution and see the deception or any kind of sinister activity even being presented towards him. He will be able to devise sinister schemes by this demonic power.

F. Mighty power: The Antichrist’s power shall be mighty (8:24). The Antichrist’s source of power will be satanic (Rev. 13:2). He will not be limited to human power and abilities. 

1. Satan will give power and great authority to the Antichrist to do great miracles. 

2The dragon [Satan] gave him [Antichrist] his power, his throne, and authority. (Rev. 13:2) 

9The coming of the lawless one [Antichrist] is…with signs, and lying wonders. (2 Thes. 2:9)
It goes on to say in verse 24, “…his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power.” Of course his power will be satanic. The devil will give the Antichrist—the dragon is the devil in the book of Revelation—he will give the Antichrist his throne, his power, and his authority. Can you imagine Satan, Lucifer, giving his power and a throne to a man that is on the earth?
2. He will ascend from the bottomless pit (Rev. 11:7; 17:8).

7The beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit will make war. (Rev. 11:7) 

8The beast…will ascend out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. (Rev. 17:8) 

This man will ascend from, come up from, the bottomless pit. It says it twice. This gives us insight into the source of his power. I mean what man descends down into the pit and then ascends out of the pit? I mean, what does that mean? He has a connection to the bottomless pit—to the realm of darkness—that is unique to any human being. He will actually ascend out of that pit, it says twice.

G. Destroy fearfully: He will destroy in a fearful way and on an unprecedented level (8:24). Here the Hebrew word for fearfully includes the concept of unique, as in uniquely fearful. He will use unique ways to kill in large numbers and will use fearful methods to produce terror. 

23“…fourth beast shall…devour the whole earth, trample it and break it in pieces.” (Dan. 7:23)

It says also in verse 24 that he will destroy fearfully and he shall prosper and thrive. Now to destroy fearfully, that is an interesting term. The Hebrew word for fearfully according to the sources I checked—I don’t know Hebrew—said that the word fearfully means unique. In other words, he will be uniquely fearful, terrifying. It is fearful, but in a way that is unprecedented in its terrifying nature, fearfully. He will kill in unusually great numbers. He will use terrifying methods. 

When Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Regime came up with putting six million Jews in ovens, that was a completely unthought of concept. Six million people from one race in ovens; nobody could believe it. Even when the Allied forces came, when the Western powers and Russia and all came and found the camps, they could not believe it. They just could not believe it. It defied belief. 

This man will destroy fearfully on a scale numerically that will be greater and in a methodology that will be more terrifying than anything that ever entered Adolf Hitler’s mind. Remember back in Daniel 7:23 that he will devour the whole earth. We are talking about a massive scale. Again there will be many places in the earth that will not be devoured. It does not mean the devourer in the whole earth as in every square mile will be under his dominion. There will be nations still resisting him at the very end when he is destroyed by Jesus. So it does not mean devour the whole earth in the sense of every square mile being under his dominion. He will trample it; he will break cities into pieces.

H. Destroy the mighty: He will not be afraid to kill the mighty—the most prominent world leaders (politics, finances, science, etc.)—and beloved public figures (8:24).

Not only will he destroy in fearful or uniquely terrifying ways with a unique scope numerically, but he will also destroy the mighty. He will not be afraid to kill the mighty. You know most political leaders are very cautious to attack or kill somebody who is powerful because of the reprisals. I mean if one king goes across the national border and kills another king or he kills the most powerful economic leaders in his region or his nation, there are really negative consequences for doing that.

This man will be totally unafraid to kill the mighty, the most beloved public figures. You know the great spokesmen or movie stars or the famous military or economic leaders that naturally a leader would garner their support to bolster their cause. This leader says, “I do not need your support. I have the very power of hell behind me. I have got hundreds of millions, if not billions, in the earth following me.”
He starts by destroying the three kings. Remember there are ten of the kings who come to place of unusual prominence in the generation the Lord returns, and he kills three of them. So he begins this bold assault against powerful leaders by killing these three of the ten of the most prominent kings of the earth.

I. Destroy the holy people: He will kill Jewish people as well as members of the Body of Christ (Dan. 7:21, 25; 8:24; 11:33-35; 12:7, 10; Rev. 6:9-11; 7:9, 14; 9:21; 11:7; 13:7, 15; 16:5-7; 17:6; 18:24; 19:2; 20:4; cf. Mt. 10:21-22, 28; 24:9; Lk. 12:4-7; 21:16-19; Jn. 15:18-16:4).

7It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them. (Rev. 13:7)

He will go beyond killing mighty or influential powerful people; he will kill the holy ones, the holy people. There are two different groups called the holy people. The Jewish people as a whole—holy in the sense God has set them apart with His covenant—still have to go through Jesus to get salvation, but there is a sense in which they are a set-apart nation in a unique covenant with God as a nation. Again there is no other way of salvation for them besides Jesus. There are the people—Jews and Gentiles alike—who actually love Jesus and are born again. He will go after both groups, as Revelation 12 makes very clear.

He will go after Jews because they are Jewish, unrelated to their loyalty to Judaism, but just because they are Jewish and because there is a covenant with the people of Israel, a unique covenant with the land of Israel. He will come after the Body of Christ, those who are in the eternal covenant through the blood of Jesus. Revelation 13 tells us God will grant him the authority to make war with the saints.

He will have the ability to overcome the saints; that means he will persecute and will martyr many saints, not all of them, not even most of them. We do not know that it is most of them. We know the number will be substantial. The number of martyrs of believers will be substantial enough that every believer will know there is a chance that this will touch them and their family. It will not touch every believer and every family in a direct way, but it could. The reality will be there, and it will purify the whole Church. Nobody will be relating to Jesus in a superficial or peripheral way. They are all in or they are all out is where this is going.

J. He shall destroy many in their prosperity: The Antichrist shall destroy many rich people (8:25). 
He will not be afraid to kill the rich, because he will not need their favor to succeed like most politicians do. The rich should not place their confidence in their wealth to protect them from the Antichrist, for he has no capacity for kindness or mercy. 

16…the ten horns…on the beast…hate the harlot…and burn her with fire. (Rev. 17:16) 

He gets more specific when he is destroying the mighty. He is actually going to destroy the wealthy people. The phrase is, he will destroy many in their prosperity. He will not be afraid to kill the rich people. Normally the top political leaders need the favor of the rich people again to bolster their cause. The rich should not be confident that their money will buy them protection from this man. This man will have a cruelty and an evil beyond anything we have ever seen in human history.

It says here in Revelation 17, he hates the harlot. The ten horns—the ten kings that are in alliance with the Antichrist—burn the harlot. The harlot is some of the wealthiest people in institutions on the planet. He burns them; he does not care for their wealth. When they do not serve his purpose, he gets rid of them.

K. Cunning: His propaganda will be cleverly devised to deceive multitudes. Cunning is the crafty use of special skill or knowledge that is characterized by trickery. Deceit and cunning will be his weapons. He may use the arts, media, and music to make his message more convincing. He will present himself as a man of peace, but will cause many wars and great destruction. 

24“He shall destroy fearfully, and shall prosper and thrive…25Through his cunning he shall cause deceit to prosper under his rule; and he shall exalt himself in his heart. He shall destroy many in their prosperity.” (Dan. 8:24-25)

Verse 25, he is cunning. Let’s read the verse. Verse 24, “He will destroy fearfully, and he shall prosper and thrive”—while he is destroying fearfully—“Through cunning he will cause deceit to prosper.” His deceitful plans will actually succeed in the sense of there will not be setbacks that are greater than his gains and his advantages. “He shall exalt himself, and he shall destroy many in their prosperity.” Propaganda will be his tool; he will be a master at it. He will probably use—this is just a guess—art, music, and the media. I mean he will probably have such a clever, powerful moving use of media, music, and art to make his message convincing.

Cunning is a crafty use of special skill characterized by trickery. I took that from one of the dictionaries. It is this skillful trickery. He will present himself as a man of peace, but he will be causing many wars. He will have great popularity while he is causing many wars. Normally, if you are causing wars, the nations hate you. He will look like a man of peace, but he will be the cause of many wars. His trickery will be very, very skillful and very successful for a short season of three-and-a-half years.

L. He will cause deceit to prosper: He will convince the multitudes with lies that are backed up by demonic signs to confirm them (2 Thes. 2:9-10).

He will cause deceit to prosper. He will convince multitudes. He will back up his lies, not only with convincing media and presentation, but also with demonic signs to confirm them. Probably by that time there will be holograms and all kinds of sophisticated state of the art ways to show forth things that seem as real as real life. Then as it says here 2 Thessalonians 2, the lawless one—that is the Antichrist, that is one of his titles—the coming of the lawless one will be according to the working of Satan with all power, signs, and lying wonders with all unrighteous deception.

M. Prosper and thrive: The Antichrist shall prosper and thrive (8:24). He shall temporarily thrive politically, militarily, and financially, even while doing evil and destroying people. His power and wealth will increase as his armies conquer more nations. What he does will seem to be blessed by God. Many will assume that prosperity is a sign of God’s blessing on him. This will give them confidence to join him. He will seem totally invincible to the people in the nations (Rev. 13:4). 

4They worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?” (Rev. 13:4)

He will prosper and thrive, but only in a temporary way, for three-and-a-half years. Politically, militarily, financially, while doing evil, while destroying people, he will seem to be blessed. Everything he touches will seemingly be turned to gold. The nations will be so confused and thinking that this must be good, that he must be killing the bad people. Thinking, “Look, nobody could have this kind of unbroken string of successes in the military, the political, the economic arenas, the spiritual arenas, and be wrong.” It will be very confusing unless you believe Gabriel’s vision, Daniel’s visions, and the teaching of Jesus about this man, and the writings of John and just the Word of God.

N. He shall exalt himself: The Antichrist will have an unholy boldness in his wisdom. He will have no fear of consequences for his ruthless attacks on the nations. Even the boldest leaders in history have had some fear of the consequences of their actions. Paul made reference to Daniel’s prophecies of the Antichrist exalting himself as God (8:11; 11:36) by claiming to be God (2 Thes. 2:4). 

4The man of sin [the Antichrist]…exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. (2 Thes. 2:4) 

He will exalt himself. It does not mean he will just brag a little bit. It means much more than that. He will have an unholy boldness about his plans, about his wisdom, and about the way he presents himself. He will have no fear of consequences. I mean he will exalt himself; he will have such boldness and arrogance in the way he presents himself in his plans.
Even throughout history the boldest leaders had fear of consequences. When Hitler was making these almost unprecedented military gains, from 1939 to 1940 and 1941, it was so fast that they called it lightening war. He conquered so many nations in about a three-year period. They called it the myth of the invincibility of the Nazi military machine, because he appeared invincible for about three, three-and-a-half years. I believe Adolf Hitler was a picture, a prototype, of this man who is coming after him. For three or three-and-a-half years—something like that depending on how you measure it until the Battle of Stalingrad is how I picture it, that would be the three-and-a-half year period, one month shy of it—almost every battle was a win. But even Hitler was very concerned about Churchill. He was concerned about Stalin for a season. He made plans, concerned what other nations and what would Roosevelt in America would do. He had to take into account what other powerful leaders would do. So he had to consider it. This man, the Antichrist, will not care. He will not care what powerful leaders might do back to him.
O. Rise against Jesus: The Antichrist will stand against Jesus as the Prince of princes (8:11, 25). 

25“He shall even rise against the Prince of princes [Jesus].” (Dan. 8:25) 

11He even exalted himself as high as the Prince of the host. (Dan. 8:11)

36“The king shall…speak blasphemies against the God of gods.” (Dan. 11:36) 

6Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name. (Rev. 13:6) 

He will rise against Jesus Himself. It says that several times in Daniel and several more times in the book of Revelation.

P. Broken: The Antichrist will be destroyed in a supernatural way (8:25). He will be broken without human intervention. No man’s hand will be involved in destroying the Antichrist. His army will be destroyed by the sword from the mouth of Jesus (Rev. 19:20-21). 

25“…but he shall be broken without human means.” (Dan. 8:25)

In verse 25, look at this, “…he will be broken without human means.” Meaning he will be defeated by a supernatural intervention of the Prince of princes, Jesus Himself. There will be no military uprisings that will defeat him. For example, using Hitler again, there were assassination attempts that were recognized, forty of them that were recognized, plots against him to assassinate him. None of them worked, even though men rose up and said, “We have got to take him out.”

Gabriel is in essence saying, “Military leaders, do not think you can have a coup that will defeat him. It is not going to work. He will not be broken by human resources, by natural armies and alliances. He will be broken without human means, by a supernatural intervention.”
Q. Daniel described the Antichrist’s judgment four times, prophesying that he will be consumed, destroyed, and broken without human means (by divine intervention), and that no military alliance will be able to help him, support him, or rescue him from God’s judgment (7:11, 26; 8:25; 11:45). 

11I watched till the beast was slain, and its body destroyed and given to the burning flame. 
(Dan. 7:11)

26They shall take away his [Antichrist’s] dominion, to consume and destroy it forever. 
(Dan. 7:26) 

45…yet he [Antichrist] shall come to his end, and no one will help him. (Dan 11:45)

8The lawless one [Antichrist] will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. (2 Thes. 2:8)

20The beast was captured…cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. (Rev. 19:20)

I have them written here that Daniel describes the Antichrist’s judgment in his destruction four times. He describes him as consumed, destroyed, and broken without human means. Then I have the book of Revelation and Paul from Thessalonians. I put the biblical descriptions of his demise right here on the notes.
R. Summary: The Antichrist will be the most powerful political leader in history:

1. Military genius (tactics/strategy) – Dan. 8:24, 25; 11:38-39; Rev. 6:2; 13:2, 16

2. Oratorical genius (moves masses of people) – Dan. 11:32, 36; 8:23

3. Political genius (diplomacy) – Dan. 7:23; 2 Thes. 2:4; Rev. 13:8, 12; 17:11-12 

4. Commercial genius (prosperity) – Dan. 8:9, 24; 11:36, 43; Rev. 13:16-17

5. Religious genius (doctrines and history of world religions) – 2 Thes. 2:4; Rev. 13:4, 8, 12

6. Intellectual genius (science, math, technology, languages, etc.) – Dan. 7:25; 8:23

7. Occult genius (demonology, miracles, human sacrifice) – Dan. 8:24; 11:39; Rev. 13 

The Antichrist will be the most powerful political leader. He will be a military genius. His speaking ability, his oratory, his speaking will move masses, political genius, commercial with economics, religious with the occult and all the power of Satan, intellectual, etc.

VI. the Importance of the vision (Dan. 8:26-27)

A. Daniel fainted and was sick, overwhelmed and astonished by what he saw in the vision (8:27). Gabriel emphasized again that the vision would be fulfilled in the distant future (8:17-19, 26).  

26“The vision of the evenings and mornings…is true; therefore seal up the vision, for it refers to many days in the future.” 27I, Daniel, fainted and was sick for days; afterward I…went about the king’s business. I was astonished by the vision, but no one understood it. (Dan. 8:26-27) 

Important is that this vision—verse 26, the vision of the evenings and the mornings—is true. The vision of the evenings and mornings is back in verse 14; it is one facet of the verses 1-14. That is, he had a vision told in verses 1-14, and within that vision Gabriel highlights one facet of it, the one from verse 14 that he calls the vision of the mornings and the evenings. That is the 2,300 days that we looked at in our last session.

Gabriel says, in essence, “I want you to know, Daniel, that is a true vision. Those 2,300 days are very, very important. It will be a precisely like it has been told to you. Therefore, seal up the vision”—which means write it down. That is what seal it up means, protect it—“It is going to be needed in the generation when these events unfold, as it refers to many days in the future.”
Verse 27, “When I, Daniel, when I saw all of this I fainted. I was sick for days.” Daniel said, “I was sick for days seeing this”—I have no idea what this phrase is about—“and afterwards I went to work.”

I think, “What?” I look at that and I say, “Daniel?”

“Afterwards I rose and went about the king’s business.” I do not even know why he put that. I am sure that is really significant, but I have always pondered that.

“I was astonished by the vision. I shared it with those around me of like faith, but nobody understood it.” Even with Gabriel’s insight and interpretation, Daniel says, “I still did not grasp many of the implications.” Daniel grasped the main stuff straightforward, but what I think Daniel is saying here is that many of the implications, the fine details of where this is really going, each of these phrases was beyond what he fully grasped.

So Daniel is not saying that you cannot understand the broad stroke ideas that are quite clear and straightforward as I presented them tonight. Not that I presented them all perfectly accurately, but I mean to the best of my understanding. The broad stroke ideas are quite clear. What Daniel is saying is that there is more than meets the eye.
Verse 27, “I, Daniel, fainted, and was sick for days.”

If we read this vision that I just covered and it does not make us sick—I do not mean necessarily physical nausea—but if it does not hit us hard, it means we have not understood it. I am in that category. I read it and I say, “Wow this is getting more serious!” I mean the longer the years go by, and I have studied this and mediated on this more and more, the weightier it feels.

Still, I have never felt close to Daniel in terms of how hard it hits me. Daniel said, “I fainted. I was sick for days. This thing gripped me. The power of this thing overcame me.” My point is—I am not saying this negatively—we do not grasp what he saw, what Gabriel showed this man.

Remember what Jesus said that we started off with in Matthew 24. Jesus said, “When you see the abomination of desolation…” That means to go study the book of Daniel. It is Daniel 8; that is what he is talking about. Daniel 8 is when the abomination of desolation is introduced. Gabriel introduces the Antichrist—these dimensions of the Antichrist; I will say it that way.

B. The vision of the evenings and mornings: Gabriel’s name for the vision of the 2,300 days (8:14). The vision revealed that an army under the Antichrist would oppose the daily sacrifices (8:12). 
The Antichrist would eventually take away the daily sacrifices and cast down the sanctuary (8:11). An angel referred to this as “the transgression of the desolation” (8:13).     

11…by him the daily sacrifices were taken away, and the place of His sanctuary was cast down. 12…an army was given over to the horn [Antichrist] to oppose the daily sacrifices…13I heard a holy one [angel] speaking…“How long will the vision be, concerning the daily sacrifices and the transgression of desolation, the giving of the sanctuary and the host to be trampled underfoot?” 14He said to me, “For two thousand three hundred days; then the sanctuary shall be cleansed.” (Dan. 8:11-14)

C. It is true: Gabriel declared that what Daniel saw was true (8:26). This was meant to emphasize the importance and reliability of the vision. In other words, the persecution and victory of Israel will surely come. This is similar to the mighty angel swearing that the trouble was coming (12:7). 

7He [the angel]…swore…that it shall be for a time, times, and half a time [3½ years]; and when the power of the holy people has been completely shattered, all these things shall be finished. (Dan. 12:7)

D. Seal the vision: Gabriel told Daniel to seal, or preserve, the vision (8:26). The word seal does not mean to hide, but to write it so as to preserve it. Daniel was commanded to seal it because it was about things that would happen many days in the future. The saints in the end times would need this revelation. To seal up the vision meant to write and preserve it, not make it secret (7:28; 12:9). 

E. Daniel was sick: Daniel was impacted more by this vision than other visions because of the severe persecution coming to Israel. If we are not troubled by this vision then we have not understood it.

F. Daniel was astonished: As he thought over the vision, he was astonished by what he saw. 

G. Understanding the vision: Even with the help of Gabriel interpreting this vision, Daniel still did not understand many of the implications. Daniel told the vision to others, but none of them understood. The Lord promised that in the end times His people would understand (11:33-35; 12:10).

33“Those of the people who understand shall instruct many…35Some of those of understanding shall fall, to refine them, purify them, and make them white, until the time of the end.” 
(Dan. 11:33-35)

10Many shall be purified, made white, and refined, but the wicked shall do wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand. (Dan. 12:10)

When Daniel said that no one understood, I think what he meant is that no one understood the real implications of where this is going in the earth and the magnitude of it. Look what it says in Daniel 11. The angel told Daniel 11:33, “Those of the people who understand will instruct many.” God is raising up, I believe, thousands of forerunners all over the earth in Asia and Africa and South America and Europe and the islands of the earth, all throughout Russian-speaking nations. He is raising up the people of understanding, ahead of time, who will grasp it. They will instruct many, probably through social media.

Verse 35, “…but those of understanding, some of them will fall.” It does not mean they will fall in sin; it means they will fall in martyrdom. What will happen is there will be a refining, and there will be a purifying that will take place. Look at the next chapter, Daniel 12. The angel says it again; it is the same vision, but a little bit later. He says that many will be purified, many will be made white, many will be refined. In other words, the Body of Christ is going to be purified under this pressure. Nobody will be peripherally devoted to Jesus. They are all in or they are going to say no.

The wicked will do wickedly. We know they will reach levels never seen in history. None of the wicked will grasp these ideas. They will look at them and think that this is foolishness. The wise will grasp what is going on, they will believe these visions of Daniel, and they will believe what Jesus, John, and the apostles said. They will have understanding of the severity of the cruelty and the scope and the reason and why and even the short duration of three-and-a-half years and the ultimate victory of God’s people and of the Son of Man. They will grasp all of this and will not waver. Amen and amen.
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