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Developing Spiritual Hunger, Part 1 
 
INTRODUCTION 
I want you to always remember this: take the life that God gives you. You’ll be encouraged; you’ll be provoked 
to go on with God. If you take the life that a man gives you, if you take the standard that a man puts on your 
life, that not God, but a man, is forcing on your life, you won’t be provoked unto God. You’ll be discouraged 
and condemned.  
 
I want you just to open your heart and say, “God, speak to me,” because we have all different types of people 
out here, with all different kinds of hunger levels, with all different types of abilities, with all different kinds of 
callings and anointings. Sometimes it’s a difficult job to minister to that range of people. I want to provoke 
those who are the most stirred up for God in this city. Some of them are in this room. I want to provoke them to 
go on, yet I want to take the weak who aren’t really stirred up yet and bring them on in their own timing and in 
their own pace. That’s a difficult job to do. It really is, because it’s inevitable that the weak feel condemned 
when you really exhort the strong group; but if all you address are the weak, then the strong feel bored, but they 
never feel fed. 
 
So I want to ask God for wisdom. Don’t walk in the standard I’m putting on you; hear from my words what 
God is going to apply to your own life. Walk in that standard and you’ll be provoked to walk in hunger for God. 
The name of this message in terms of the tape is “Developing Spiritual Hunger.” Let’s pray. 
 
God, as You are the Father, as I stand before Your throne I ask for a spirit of wisdom. I pray that not only my 
own heart but the hearts of these people would be filled with wisdom as they hear. I pray, God, that they would 
hear what You’re saying to them specifically; that they wouldn’t take on anything outside of this meeting but 
what You’re saying to them as an individual. God, I pray that the spirit of wisdom would prevail in this meeting 
in the hearts of this people and in my own life. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
“LET US DRAW NEAR WITH A TRUE HEART IN FULL ASSURANCE OF FAITH” 
Turn to Hebrews 10:19. “Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a 
new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, and having a High Priest 
over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water” (Heb. 10:19-22). 
 
Here’s what I want to point out today: that we have confidence. We have the ability and the privilege to enter 
into the Most Holy Place. God says that the holy place has been made available for man to enter. In heaven God 
sits on a throne. There are certain angels in heaven, exalted angels, that can come to that throne and stay there 
on a regular basis. Most of the angels can’t do that. But there are some angels that stay there continually. God 
has said that men who are redeemed can come past the place where those angels and those elders and those 
living creatures are and we can enter right into the very holy place of the entire universe. The presence of God is 
in the throne room. We can enter into that place. 
 
God Himself, in verse 22, exhorts us, not only to enter, but to draw very near to His throne. That’s an 
exhortation that God has never, never given an angel, to draw near in the way that He has offered us. He has 
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never said this to the seraphim or cherubim or archangels. He has never given them that privilege to draw near 
and to actually live in the holy place where God and His Son dwell by the Spirit, and the Spirit is there.  
 
JESUS MADE A WAY FOR US TO ENTER THE HOLY PLACE 
Now I want you to get the heart of what I’m saying. I’m making known to you a promise of life. I’m not 
suggesting a commandment for a difficult lifestyle. Let me say that again. I’m letting you know through this 
exhortation that God has promised us very high privileges. I’m not trying to take a whip and beat you over the 
head and get you to live an encumbering lifestyle of godliness. You can’t cope with that, and that’s not the point 
of the message I’m trying to share today. I’m not trying to say, “You rotten people, you ought to start spending 
time in prayer, and you ought to get in the holy place!” That’s not at all what I’m trying to do.  
 
What I’m saying is this: that Jesus Christ, through His own flesh, made a way for human beings actually to 
dwell in the holy place. He has given us that privilege. The way has been made wide open for every one of us. 
Jesus Christ has given a freewill offering to mankind, and that’s the offering of Himself to man. 
 
Now that’s a very common, oft-repeated phrase: Jesus is offering Himself to us. Jesus Christ says He’s going to 
give His heart to you and me so that we would know Him in an intimate way. He’s offering Himself as a 
freewill offering to all mankind. The desire of my heart is, let’s go stand in line and get it. Let’s get the freewill 
offering. Let’s become wealthy in our spirit. If God has made wealth available, let’s get it. So I’m going after 
your greedy spirits. I’m not putting heavy loads on you; I’m saying, “Hey, all of you who are greedy for God, 
you can have all you want.” 
 
The way to the holy place has been made wide open. That’s the privilege that only the saints of the Most High 
God have. What I’m saying is that maybe some of you haven’t been stirred up with the privilege that has been 
given to you. I know that I haven’t. Just recently, at least that much, God has opened my heart and said: “Son, 
you’ve missed the point. I’m not beating you up and telling you, you had better come here or you’re not worth 
anything. I’m telling you I’ve made Myself available to you. The angels, the devils, everyone longs to do what 
I’m giving you freely. I’ve opened My heart. The way to the holy place is open and you can live there if you 
want it.” 
 
The powerlessness of man to prevail with God in the light of this truth is a situation that doesn’t have to 
continue. Many of us in this room and in this city are in that position, and I’m so aware of the powerlessness 
that I have in the light of this scripture. Heaven has been made wide open; the throne of God has been made 
wide open, and I still walk devoid of much power. 
 
So I’m not saying, “Oh, you’re bad and you’re terrible because you don’t have power.” That’s not the point. 
The point is this: that condition doesn’t have to continue. I know for a fact that I don’t have to live powerless, 
that I can learn to prevail with God. I can move the heavens because God has given me the place to do that. I’m 
not going to be a powerless Christian anymore. I don’t want to get arrogant about it; I want to be very grateful 
about what God has done. Wouldn’t it be really neat if that was true, that you didn’t have to live in any bit of 
powerlessness? Think about that. What if what I was saying was true? That there was really no need for you to 
lack in your ability to prevail with God. What if there was no need for you to lack in that any more? What if that 
really pierced your heart? I tell you, it would be wonderful. We don’t have to miss out on God if God is willing 
to give Himself to us. We don’t have to miss out on anything He has if He’s willing to give it. 
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I have good news. The declaration of Hebrews 10 is this: God is willing. We can enter the holy place. The 
hindrances have been removed. Man is now in a position where he can experience God’s power in his life. I’m 
not settling for anything less. I’ve made a resolute decision. Power has been made available when Jesus Christ, 
through His own flesh, removed the hindrances. The throne of God is available to me. I will, by the grace of 
God, live in everything that the throne represents to me. 
 
I tell you, I haven’t begun to live in much of what the Lord has made available to me. So I’m not condemned. 
I’m stirred; I’m provoked. It never dawned; I knew it mentally, but never did it pierce my heart that every 
hindrance has been removed, that we have the singular privilege withheld from every other creature in 
existence. Even the most exalted angels can’t obtain the privilege of Hebrews 10:19-22—the privilege of 
entering the holy place; dwelling there; drawing very near to God and His power and His character and His love 
and a revelation of Himself.  
 
We need to enter so often. We need to come before the throne of God so often that our soul becomes knit with 
God’s soul. Do you understand what I’m saying by that? You see, we’re one spirit with God. God’s Spirit and 
our spirit are one, but we’re not always one mind with God. Our mind doesn’t comprehend the things that 
God’s mind comprehends. But God says, “If you’ll spend time before Me, your mind will be so changed, it will 
be like My mind. Your emotions will be what are in My emotions, and your will will desire the things that My 
will desires in Jesus.” The mind, the emotions, and the will of God—that’s the soul of God. That’s our soul: our 
mind, emotions, and will. 
 
God says, “If you’ll spend time in the holy place, your mind, your emotions, and your will, will become knit to 
Mine.” The things that excite Him will begin to excite your heart. Can you imagine being filled with the same 
emotions that God has? If we spend time before God, I guarantee you your soul and the soul of God will 
become harmonized into one. They’ll be making one beautiful noise. God’s soul and the soul of man will 
become one beautiful symphony. There will be a symphonizing of God’s soul and the soul of man into one.  
 
We’re only one spirit. Heaven has given us full access to God, but there aren’t many of us in this room who 
have seized it. I certainly know I’m not one soul with God yet. Jesus Christ was the perfect example of a man 
who walked as one soul with His Father—oneness of mind, oneness of heart, oneness of emotion, oneness of 
will with God the Father. You know what? He spent time in His presence. Of course He lived in His presence 
from eternity past. I want to become one soul with God. I want my soul to experience what’s true in my spirit. 
I’m one spirit with God already; God’s Spirit, His power, dwells in me. I know that, but it’s not doing you any 
good that God’s power dwells in me if my soul doesn’t become one with His.  
 
Let me say that again. The very fact that God’s presence dwells in me doesn’t do you any good if I’m not living 
in oneness with God, because it will never be released through me to help you. The very fact that God dwells in 
me won’t do me any good if I don’t live in oneness of heart with God, because I’ll never experience the good of 
His power that lives in me. I tell you, the result of the mismanagement of my life in days past has been this. I’ve 
mismanaged a great deal of my life. The result of that is this. I’m a son of the living God, given the same 
privileges that God gave His own Son Jesus, and I’ve walked as a mere man. The Word of God says we’re not 
to walk as mere men. That wasn’t a condemnation; He was telling you that you can be exalted to a higher level 
of life above what a mere man has to walk in. We’re not walking in the limitation that a mere man walks in. I 
went into that in great detail last week. 
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I’ve mismanaged a great deal of my priorities in life. Don’t be condemned by this; hear what God is saying to 
you. I’m telling you the confession of my own soul. Because I’ve mismanaged my life. I’m a son of the living 
God, one spirit with God, walking like a mere man. But God tells me it doesn’t have to remain that way any 
longer. He said: “Son, it doesn’t always have to be that way; you know that. You can walk in a far greater, far 
different lifestyle from that of a mere man because you know you’re the son of the living God. You’re a son of 
God.” 
 
WHAT IS THE GLORY OF GOD? WHAT IS HIS INTENTION TOWARDS US? 
We’ve been going into that in great detail. The problem is God’s intention for us. What is God’s intention for 
us? To manifest His glory and His life through us. I was talking on the glory of God on Wednesday. Someone 
came up and said, “What is the glory of God? You tell all these great things about God’s glory. What’s the 
glory of God that’s going to come and rest on us? What’s the glory of God that God has made available in the 
gospel, the gospel of the glory of God?”  
 
It’s the ability to see God in His character and to have His character manifested in you, and the ability to see 
God’s power and to have it manifested in you. Having the glory of God means His character and His power 
dwells in us; that’s the glory of God. When the glory of God rests upon us, His character—His loving, holy, 
majestic character—will be expressed through us. That’s His glory. I want His power to do tremendous works 
and miracles, coming against demonic power when that’s manifested through us and we’re manifesting God’s 
glory. So when His character and His power are manifested through us, His glory and His life are being 
manifested through us by definition. 
 
God said, “I have given mankind My glory.” 2 Corinthians 4:4 calls it a gospel that gives men the glory of God. 
We’re called to this. We’ve gone over that time and time again. It’s a gospel that brings God’s glory to man, 
and man can live in it and manifest the holiness and the love and the power of God through His life. 
 
GOD IS NOT UNWILLING TO GIVE HIMSELF FULLY TO US 
Now why is it that we have been given this glorious dominion as a son and we’re not experiencing it? Have any 
of you noticed that there’s a great, vast gulf between what God has given us that I’ve been sharing and what 
you’ve been experiencing? Does anyone notice that? Let me tell you this: it’s not because God is unwilling. 
That’s the revelation that I’m trying to share today. That’s the whole point. I could just quit right now, really, 
but I want to stir up your conscience. I want to take the Word of God, and I want to probe deep into you. That’s 
all I’m saying.  
 
God isn’t unwilling to give Himself. The problem between what God has given us and what we’re experiencing 
has nothing to do with God being reluctant. It has nothing to do with God being unwilling. It has nothing to do 
with God lacking generosity towards His people. It has nothing to do with that. Do you get that point? If you do, 
that you’ve got the burden of what’s on my heart. Almost every prophecy that came out today had that tone in 
it. I was listening, because I knew what I was going to share. “God is desirous to give to man; come before Him 
and His life will be manifest to you.” Almost every prophecy said that. God is not unwilling. 
 
Some of you get that; you think, “That’s good; I’ve always known that.” For some of you, it will flash like a 
lightning bolt into your spirit. It will change your life. 
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Oh, I’ve known that mentally for ten years. About ten days ago I was praying and the Lord spoke this verse to 
my heart. He said, “Son, I’m not reluctant.”  
 
Somehow that thing went from my head to my heart, and I said, “Oh, my God!” Maybe you know what I’m 
talking about when that happens to you. I mean, I’ve looked up and underlined Hebrews 10. The Lord gave me 
this verse as I was praying. “Oh, it’s already underlined. Lord, I know that verse!” But something hit me and the 
fear of God came to my heart.  
 
I tried to communicate to some people. I did a terrible job doing it. It’s hard to communicate the revelation of 
your spirit to other people because there’s something that’s living in you. It’s hard to bring it out in human 
words, isn’t it? I went up to one particular brother. I said, “Hey, God is not reluctant to give Himself.” 
 
He said, “Yeah, yeah, I know. Hey, God gave me a neat verse…”  
 
“No, no, no, time out, shut up, you haven’t heard what I’ve said yet!”  
 
He says: “Well, I don’t understand. I thought I heard what you said.” 
 
“Yes, but I don’t think you heard. It’s a revelation that will change your life when it dawns on you that the holy 
place is open and you can enter it. The holy place is open and man can enter it.” If it wasn’t open, or even if it 
was limited, I would have a reason to neglect it. 
 
Let me say that again. If it wasn’t open to us, or even if God set limitations, great limitations, then I would have 
a reason not to live before the throne of God. Because I would say, “Well, God, You’re reluctant; You’ve given 
us such limitation, I don’t know if I want to keep myself before the holy place.” 
 
But God has said that the needy man has everything he needs, because the holy place is wide open and man can 
have it. Oh man, I tell you, that does something to me. I’m not trying to condemn you; I’m trying to tell you, it’s 
a promise of life. Go get in line and get everything you can get from God. Let that revelation fill your heart. 
 
I remember I was just walking around here praying, and I said, “God, what have I been doing with all my life?”  
 
God said, “Well, you’ve been teaching a lot of good Bible studies.” He said: “I’ve even thought some of them 
were pretty good.  And you’ve witnessed to a few people, but when it came down to brass tacks”—please don’t 
let this condemn anyone—the Lord told me as clearly as He has ever told me anything, this phrase: “You’ve 
mismanaged your life.”  
 
Now I hope that doesn’t condemn you, because you think, “Well, if he has mismanaged his life, oh, Father…” 
You let God tell you what that means for you. I know what it means for me because I don’t have the same call 
all of you have. God’s called me to do one thing and He has called you to do another thing. I don’t know what 
you’ve done or what kind of time you’re to spend with the Lord. I don’t know any of those things. All I know is 
Mike Bickle; God the Father put His finger on his nose and said: “You’ve mismanaged your life, son. I love you 
intensely, but you’ve mismanaged your life.” 
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I said, “Lord, I don’t like that, but I’m not in the business of fighting You.” I said: “Yes, OK. What do I do?” I 
didn’t need any word of revelation. I answered myself: “Stop mismanaging your life.” It’s pretty simple.  
 
HUNGER IS THE ESCORT TO THE DEEPER THINGS OF GOD 
Let me tell you the key. This is the law of God. This is the key right here: God gives to the hungry. That’s the 
key right there. God gives to the hungering soul. The soul that hungers is the one that gets what God has for it. 
Turn to Matthew 5. That’s the key right there: God gives to only one type of person—the hungry person. 
 
Now God will save you when you’re not even hungry for Him. Do you know that? God will shine the light of 
the gospel in your heart, and you’ll get into the kingdom; when you weren’t even seeking God, you’ll end up in 
the kingdom. There are parables about that. It says one man ended up there and didn’t know how he got there. 
You’re walking down the road, you’re not interested in God, you walk into a room and some people minister to 
you, you get saved and filled with the Spirit, and all of a sudden you walk out and say, “Lord, what happened to 
me? I wasn’t looking for You, and my whole life is turned around.” 
 
So I’m not saying your entrance into the kingdom is on that basis, because sometimes you have no hunger for 
God. You’re as disinterested in God as anyone, and God just picks you up and shows Himself to you. Has that 
happened to anyone here? You weren’t even interested and boom! You went to a meeting as a skeptic and the 
power of God hit you. You walked out saved and filled with the Spirit. Yes. When did that happen to you, 
Lorie? That was Lorie, wasn’t it? Oh, Praise the Lord. 
 
Let me tell you this. It’s the revelation or the awareness of the fact that God has glory to give you if you’ll sit 
before Him; that’s the point I’m trying to make. The awareness of the fact that God is willing to give glory to 
you—that’s the point. I’m just repeating myself. It’s the revelation, the awareness that if you sit in His presence, 
you’ll possess God’s glory. That’s the point I’m trying to make, because it hit me. That’s why I felt He said, 
“You mismanaged your time.” 
 
He said: “Son, you want My glory. You want to have My life manifested through you in terms of My character. 
You want to understand My character; you want to express it. You want to understand My power and you want 
to express it. The problem you had, Mike, is that you lack understanding of the fact that I’m willing to give it to 
you and that it comes through the holy place. That’s why you’ve mismanaged your life. You’ve got the right 
goal, but you’re doing the wrong things to get that goal operating in your life.”  
 
How many of you want God’s glory? How many of you want to see the character of God, want to know God 
intensely, and want what you know of God to work its way through your own character? I mean you would be 
holy and wise and loving and gentle and merciful like God is. How many would like to see God’s love and His 
holiness, or just tremble under the knowledge of it and then express it? Everyone wants the glory of God. How 
many of you would like to be able to operate in the power that raises a man from the dead and have that 
working in your life? I mean, everyone wants God’s glory. The mismanagement is this: not the wrong goal, but 
that we’re doing the wrong things if that’s the goal of our life. 
 
I said, “Oh Lord, I never thought of it that way.” 
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He says: “Teaching Bible studies is a very, very important thing to do, but teaching Bible studies isn’t what’s 
going to make the glory of God shine forth in your life. It’s spending time in the holy place; that’s where it will 
come.” 
 
I said, “Well Lord, why didn’t someone tell me?” 
 
He says: “Why don’t you listen to some of your sermons? You preached that ten years ago.” 
 
I said, “Oh.” I knew it here, but I didn’t know it here. I knew it in my mind but I wasn’t convinced. It didn’t grip 
me that there’s only one way, and that’s living in the holy place. 
 
ONLY GOD DETERMINES THE AMOUNT OF YOUR TALENTS 
Now let me say this. I want to make a distinction here, lest any of you get condemned and misunderstand 
something. There’s a major difference between the talents and the folds, as I call it. You don’t have any idea 
what I’m talking about. I’ll tell you. There are a number of parables where God says He gives different talents 
to men. God has given every one of you different talents. Only God determines the talent that He has given you. 
Some men He gave one talent, some men five, some men ten, some men twenty. I don’t know, but you know. I 
don’t know how far it goes. You don’t have the same number of talents I have and I don’t have the same 
number that you have. Now the talents vary. Listen to this: the talents vary, and they determine the amount of 
public use you will have. Hear that: the talents, the varied amounts of talents, determine the varied amounts of 
public use God has for you. Some men will change a nation. Some men will change a city. Some men will 
minister in their family. Their own life will be dynamically changed and they’ll affect a few around them, but in 
a public dimension it won’t a large thing. 
 
So when you look at Jesus, He was the only Man who had no measure on His talents. He did everything. Now 
I’m telling you this: the same power that God gave His Son, He gave you, but He didn’t give you the same 
amount of talents. I can have the same dominion in my life that Jesus had in His life. I can get victory over 
everything in my life and in the life of my family and in the lives of the handful of people I touch; I can bring 
that dominion to them. If I have more talents, I’ll affect more people. Some people, as I said, have shaken 
nations. You couldn’t go out and shake a nation if God wasn’t with you. You could have the same dominion in 
your own experience, but you couldn’t have that at a national level. Are you following what I’m saying? So if 
you’re out trying to be a nation-shaker and God hasn’t given that to you, you’ll be a very disappointed person 
because it will never work. But if you’re trying to shake your own life and family and a little of your 
neighborhood, or someone at the office or wherever you work, I think that’s well within everyone’s reach. 
 
Now God tells us that there aren’t just different talents; there are different folds. Some people operate thirty-
fold, some sixty-fold, some a hundredfold. In other words, some men give 30 percent of their intensity to God. 
Now I’m not suggesting that everyone go quit their job. It’s not the will of God for everyone to quit their job 
and spend five hours a day praying; that’s not what God is calling you to do. But you’ve got responsibilities and 
then you’ve got free time. You’ve got to do your responsibilities. With some of your responsibilities, you need 
to make sure God put them on you, and that you’re not getting them yourself. So make that distinction. That’s 
between you and God. I mean, I don’t look at anyone and judge those things. That’s between you and the Lord; 
I don’t know what God has told you to do. Everyone has this amount of time left in their life after their God-
given responsibilities. Most of you guys out there, God has told you to work a forty-hour job. That’s your 
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responsibility, and you had better do it. God isn’t telling you to stop doing that, but He’ll make a way where you 
can be intense at the level He desires and still work a forty-hour job. 
 
Too many people are looking at the preachers and saying, “Well, if I could pray all day…” No, God isn’t telling 
you to do that. There are different folds: some thirty-fold, some sixty-fold, some a hundredfold. There are some 
of you who are taking the time that you have and determining what you’re doing with your time, and you’ve got 
a thirty-fold hunger for God and you’re pursuing God at a thirty-fold level. However many talents that you’ve 
got, you’ll get 30 percent of it operating in your life. Some of you are more intense than the others. You have a 
sixty-fold hunger, and God has given you this much talent, and you’ll live in 60 percent of it because you’re 
hungry for God. 
 
There are few people who mark a generation. They live in the hundredfold talent. They are absolutely, radically 
sold out to God and living in His presence at every possible moment. They work full-time jobs, they have 
children, they’re responsible people in the community, but somehow they’ve managed their life in such a way 
that they’re living in 100 percent of what God has called them to be. 
 
So I’m talking about folds, not talents. I’m not telling you to go get an anointing on your life that God won’t 
give you. I’m telling you to walk in what God has given you, and I’m telling you I don’t believe there’s a 
person in this room, myself included, that’s getting close to what God will give you. I believe that the one talent 
man that’s living at a hundredfold intensity will have more than most of us are living in. Do you hear what I’m 
saying? I’m not trying to condemn anyone; I believe that if I began to live in the hundredfold intensity of what 
God has given me to do in this age, then watch out United States! I mean, this is just me; that sounded arrogant. 
I didn’t mean it that way. I’m just saying, “Watch out,” because God is going to manifest His life through us. 
How many of you want to be hundredfold people? I’m determined.  
 
A TEN-FOLD MAN WHO LIVED IN A HUNDREDFOLD HUNGER 
I’m going to read you a thing or two here. I’ll read to you the anointing on a man. I believe this was a ten-talent 
man. There probably aren’t too many people around here who have that kind of grace from God. He was a man 
named Charles Finney. How many of you have ever heard of Charles Finney? He was a ten-fold man who lived 
in a hundredfold hunger. I believe God has given this kind of anointing to many people, but it’s their lack of 
hunger for God that’s keeping them from living in the good of it. 
 
This is when he received the Holy Spirit. Lately we’ve been talking about manifesting the life of God. We’ve 
talked about how people will come into the knowledge of God when they look at you. When people looked at 
Jesus, they came into the knowledge of God. The very countenance on His face brought the knowledge of 
God’s love and power to people. I’m not saying He looked at people and they got healed, but He looked at 
people and people thought, “Man, God is real. I don’t know what it is.” 
 
Some of you have told me that people at your jobs have come up to you and said, “There’s something different 
about you…” and you haven’t even had much contact with them. There’s a countenance that God puts on His 
people that you’re not even aware of because you’re so used to the Spirit, and it sticks out like a sore thumb to 
some of the unbelievers. Through our words we will bring the power of God; through laying our hands on 
others, God’s power will be transmitted. 
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Here’s Charles Finney. Let me read this. I love this stuff. I really believe he was a highly-talented man, a man 
with a lot of talent, but he was moving in a hundredfold intensity. 
 
“I received the baptism of the Holy Spirit. It went right through me, as it seemed to me, through my body and 
my soul. I immediately found myself endued with such power from on high that a few words dropped here and 
there to individuals were the means of their immediate conversion. My words seemed to fasten like arrows in 
the souls of men. They cut like a sword. They broke the hearts of men like a hammer smashes. Multitudes can 
attest to this. History confirms this over and over. Often I’ve spoken a word without even remembering it. It 
would so fasten conviction on the heart of a person that it would result in the immediate conversion of that 
person. Sometimes I would find myself in a great measure empty of this power. I would go out and visit. I 
would find that I could make no lasting impression on the hearts of men when I spoke to them. I would exhort 
them and pray, but with no power. Then I would set aside a day or two in private prayer and fasting, so fearful 
that this power had departed from me. I would often enquire anxiously to God why I had this apparent 
emptiness. Then I would greatly humble myself before God. I would cry out for help with great earnestness. 
The power would return again with its freshness. This has been the continual experience of my life. 
 
“I could fill a volume with the history of my own experience: an observation with respect to this power that 
comes from God. It is a fact of consciousness and observation, but it is a great mystery. I have said that 
sometimes a look, the countenance of a man that has God’s power in it, will do more than many, many words. 
Let me illustrate this fact. I once preached for the first time in a manufacturing village. The next morning I went 
into the manufacturing establishment to view its operation and to see the factory. As I passed into the weaving 
department, I beheld a great company of young women, some of whom I observed were looking at me. Then 
they were looking at each other in a manner that indicated a trifling spirit. They obviously knew me. They had 
been at the meeting the night before. I, however, knew none of them. As I approached nearer and nearer to 
them, their manifestations of lightness began to decrease. This made a particular impression upon me. I stopped 
and looked at them . . . My whole mind was absorbed with the senses of their guilt and danger. As I settled my 
countenance upon them, I observed that one of them became very agitated as I stared at her. A thread broke. 
She attempted to mend it, but her hands began to tremble in such a manner that she couldn’t do it. I immediately 
observed that the sensation was spreading through the factory. It had become universal among all those [girls 
who were] triflers. I looked steadily at them until one after another, they gave up and paid no more attention to 
their weaving looms. They began to fall on their knees. The influence spread throughout the whole factory. I 
had not spoken a word yet. The noise of the looms would have prevented my being heard if I had.  
 
“In a few minutes all the work was abandoned. Tears and lamentation filled the room. I had said nothing. At 
this moment the owner of the factory, who himself was an unconverted man, came in. When the owner saw the 
state of things, he said to the superintendents, ‘Stop the mill,’ when he saw what seemed to pierce him in his 
own heart. ‘This is more important,’ he said, ‘that these souls should be saved than this mill should be run.’ 
 
“As soon as the noise of the machinery had ceased, the owner inquired: ‘What must I do to be saved? Let us go 
to the mule room.’ So we brought the whole group to the mule room”—whatever the mule room is. He says, “It 
was a marvelous meeting. I prayed with them. I gave them such instructions this time that they could hardly 
bear it. The word was with power. Many expressed hope in Christ that day. Within a few days, as I was 
informed, nearly every person in the place was saved with the power of God. This power is a great marvel. 
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“I have many times seen people unable to endure the word that comes from my mouth. The most simple, 
ordinary statement would cut through them like a sword. It would take away their bodily strength. It would 
render them almost as helpless as dead men. Several times it has been true in my experience that I had not even 
raised my voice to say anything in prayer or exhortation, but in the mildest manner . . . and they would wholly 
overcome those who were present. This wasn’t because I was preaching terror, but because the sweetness of the 
sounds of the gospel would overcome them when endued with power. This power seemed sometimes to pervade 
the atmosphere of a whole city. Many times great numbers of persons in a community would be clothed with 
this type of power. The very atmosphere of the place would be charged with the life of God. Strangers would 
come into the town, and as they would pass through the place, they would be instantly smitten with conviction 
of sin. They would be turned to Jesus Christ. When Christians humble themselves, when they consecrate 
themselves fully unto God, and they ask for this power, they will often receive a baptism that will be very 
instrumental in converting more souls in a day than they did in their whole life. While Christians remain humble 
enough to retain the power of the work, if they stay before God, whole communities and whole regions have 
been converted to Christ. This is true of ministers.” 
 
THE VERY COUNTENANCE OF A MAN CAN RADIATE THE LIFE OF GOD 
Then he goes on and says a few more things. Once, Finney went to visit New York City. He led 500,000 people 
to Jesus Christ in eight weeks. I’ve read three of his biographies. He was my hero two years ago. I told you, I’ve 
got a new hero: his name is John G. Lake. I’ll read from him in a minute. The point I’m getting at is that the 
very countenance of a man can radiate the life of God. How many of you are stirred up by that? You’re hungry. 
You’re saying, “O God! O God!” I tell you, I’m so conscious of my lack of power that I’m desperately hungry 
for God. I’m absolutely, desperately hungry for God. How many of you are hungry to see God move? You can’t 
get a greater measure of power than God has given you, but I tell you, I don’t know if there’s anyone in this 
room who is living in hundredfold intensity. Maybe some of you are; I would have no way of knowing, really. I 
tell you, I’ve determined to move in it. 
 
Well, I think I’m going to quit now. As always, I’ll finish Wednesday night. I’m barely into the introduction, 
and I think we’ll go on, on Wednesday night. I’ve still got to finish the whole glory and dominion of sonship, 
and we’ll finish that after I finish spiritual hunger. Let’s pray. 
 
 


