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Mary of Bethany: Choosing Extravagant Devotion to Jesus 
 
INTRODUCTION 
What I want to talk about tonight is having a life vision for an extravagant devotion and abandonment to Jesus, 
and not apologizing for it at all. Because there are many who name the name of Jesus, and they don’t really 
appreciate that kind of hot pursuit after the Lord. I’m not talking about what we do in a worship service, 
whether we jump high or shout, though that’s cool; I’m talking about what we do. I’m talking about a life, about 
the whole of our life going after the Lord. 
 
I believe the Lord wants to give some of you confidence tonight that He delights in this kind of relationship 
with Him. He not only honors it, He delights in it. He wants us to say yes to Him. We don’t need to apologize 
for our intensity. A lot of believers think, “If I go too intense, people get offended. They tell me I’m unbalanced 
and it isn’t biblical.” You need to throw that kind of logic away. It is biblically balanced. What’s biblically 
balanced isn’t balanced to the natural mindset. The Lord delights in it and calls it good. 
 
THE LIFE OF ABANDONMENT: THE NUMBER ONE THING ON GOD’S MIND 
Paragraph A. In Matthew 22, Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart.” Then He said, 
“This is the first and great commandment” (Mt. 22:37-38). He calls this life of abandonment the first thing on 
His mind. It’s first to Him and it’s great to Him. In a few moments, we’re going to see how, with Mary of 
Bethany, twice, on two occasions, He said, “It’s good.” It’s first, it’s great, and it’s good. I’m talking about this 
radical abandoning of yourself even in your youth. This is something we need to consciously go after. In other 
words, it isn’t going to happen automatically or by osmosis. You won’t be hanging around a meeting and one 
day suddenly become committed to a life of abandonment. It’s a conscious, regular decision. It’s the fruit of 
having a life vision: “I will do this with my life.” 
 
Paragraph number one under A. God calls it the first commandment. Why? Because this life of abandonment is 
the first priority to God. To love Him is more than sentiment; it’s a life of being totally yielded to Him. He 
didn’t call it “the first option”; He called it “the first commandment.” He makes it clear that it’s the highest and 
the greatest lifestyle you can live.  
 
Young people ask the question, “I want the greatest calling there is.” Sometimes they mean the calling that has 
the most attention. They want to lead a stadium or change a whole nation. The greatest calling and the first 
calling is a heart calling. It’s a response from the heart. Anyone can have the greatest and the highest calling. It 
involves a life of abandonment.  
 
Number two: God calls it the great commandment. Why? Because it has a great impact. It impacts His heart. 
Did you know that the heart of God is moved by your response? It’s the greatest impact on your heart; it’s the 
greatest impact you’ll have on anyone else that you’re ministering to, to live that kind of lifestyle. 
 
LOVERS WILL OUTWORK WORKERS EVERY TIME 
Paragraph B. Jesus gave a surprising and shocking word to the church at Ephesus here in Revelation 2:1-5. 
When Jesus gave this word to the church of Ephesus, this prophetic word, they were the most powerful church 
in the world. They were the megachurch, the primary revival center in the earth, and the number one missions 
movement in the whole earth.  
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Jesus appears to John the apostle and says, “Go to this megachurch, this revival center, with the largest missions 
movement in the world, and tell them this. Tell them I know their works. I know how hard they work for Me. I 
know. I see it. I appreciate it. I know they persevere. They labor for My name’s sake. They’re a working, 
mission-minded people. Tell them I appreciate it. I honor them for it” (Rev. 2:2-3). 
 
Then He delivers shock of their life, I believe, in verse 4: “However, tell them I have something against them. I 
know they’re the biggest church; I know they’re the revival center in the earth; I know they’re the number one 
missions movement, but tell them I have something against them. They don’t love Me like they used to. Tell 
them I want them to repent. I want them to recommit themselves again to loving God. It isn’t just sentiment in a 
worship service. I’m talking about an abandonment of all the strength and resource of their life to Jesus. Tell 
them I want them at the heart level, with all of their heart. I want it all” (Rev. 2:4, paraphrased). 
 
The members of this church, this big megachurch, had become workers for God, but they were no longer lovers 
of God. Beloved, we’re to be workers for God, but we’re to be lovers of God first and workers for God second. 
I tell you, lovers will always outwork workers. They will stay the course through the long haul. The workers get 
burned out after five or ten years. Someone moved by love stays with it for the long haul—for the decades. 
 
OUR NUMBER ONE THREAT TO THE KINGDOM OF DARKNESS 
Paragraph E. Satan’s number one priority, when he attacks the Church, is to cause them to be led astray from 
the “simplicity and purity of devotion” to Jesus (2 Cor. 11:3). I want you to see that. Paul said, “Satan’s strategy 
against you is to lead you astray from the simplicity and the purity of wholeheartedness” (ibid, paraphrased). He 
doesn’t mind if you work for Him; he doesn’t mind if you give some money to Him. That’s good. The devil 
doesn’t want you living in the simplicity and purity of wholeheartedness to Jesus. This threatens Satan’s 
kingdom more than anything.  
 
Top of page two. One of the premier examples in the New Testament of wholeheartedness, of love that’s 
absolutely abandoned in every area of life, is a young woman, a young single woman, named Mary of Bethany. 
She’s quite an amazing young woman. On two occasions, the Lord publicly affirms her life of radical 
dedication. I mean, I don’t know of anyone in the New Testament whom Jesus, twice, on two different 
occasions, publically called out and affirmed in their private secret life of abandonment to Him. 
 
I’m guessing this young girl was a teenager. We don’t really know. When I put all the evidence there, she seems 
like a teenager, or a young, single woman in her early twenties. She’s the prototype of abandonment to God. 
She never had a public ministry that we know of. She’s never mentioned in the book of Acts. She’s never 
mentioned in church history. She wasn’t known in the court of man, but she moved the heart of God deeply. 
The Lord wanted us to know about her and how He felt about how she loved Him. 
 
We know the story here in Luke 10. It’s one of the key passages for IHOP-KC, the life of Mary of Bethany. 
We’re going to look at two brief episodes in her life, at the two occasions when the Lord spoke to her in front of 
other people and described what He thought about the way she lived before Him. Again, this is remarkable. 
This isn’t a famous apostle or a rich leader or a king of the nation; this is a little, single gal who is never heard 
of again, except for by the lips of Jesus. She inspires us to live the way she lived, to love like she loved, with 
this kind of abandonment.  
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My goal tonight, when we have ministry time, is that you would settle in your heart that your life vision isn’t to 
do business-as-usual Christianity, but to give yourself in an extravagant way, and even a way that others won’t 
appreciate—I mean others who name the name of Jesus. It doesn’t matter to you; your heart has a vision and 
you’re going for it. You won’t be talked out of it. Even your own failure and stumbling won’t cause you to 
cancel out. When you sin and stumble, you’ll confess it, you’ll push delete, you’ll rise up and begin to pursue 
God full-blast within the hour. You won’t even quit because of your stumbling. There will be many who will try 
to talk you out of it. They’ll tell you how it’s unbalanced, how it isn’t helpful, how it isn’t healthy. They’ll give 
you a hundred reasons why this isn’t right. Jesus called it first, and the greatest way to live, and, finally, He 
called it good. I’m going with His opinion, not the religious opinion, even of people in the Body of Christ. 
 
“MARTHA WAS DISTRACTED WITH MUCH SERVING” 
Let’s read the story and make a few comments. Then we’ll go on to the second episode where Jesus affirms her 
again in a public way. This time He speaks about her before her older sister Martha. 
 
“A certain woman named Martha welcomed Him into her house” (Lk. 10:38). Martha was the older sister. Let 
me tell you: the Marthas will welcome Jesus in the house, but they don’t want to get too near the heart of Jesus. 
They don’t want anyone else to get too near the heart of Jesus. They’ll welcome Him and they’ll even serve at a 
distance, but there are boundary lines that they won’t cross. 
 
“MARTHA WAS DISTRACTED WITH MUCH SERVING” 
Martha had a younger sister, Mary (Lk. 10:39). Again, I’m assuming she’s in her late teens, early twenties, but 
we don’t know for sure. Here’s how the Spirit describes her: “She sat at the feet of Jesus and heard His word” 
(v. 39b, paraphrased). The first priority of her heart was to sit before Him to hear what He says, to devour His 
Word and to try and understand His heart. She sat at the feet of Jesus. What a statement! 
 
“Now Martha was distracted with much serving. She approached Jesus and said, ‘Jesus, do You not care that 
my little sister has left me to do all the serving? Tell her to help me’” (Lk. 10:40, paraphrased). 
 
Look at verse 41. “Jesus said, ‘Martha, Martha,’” (v. 41, paraphrased). This must have shocked Martha, just like 
the church at Ephesus was shocked when Jesus said, “You’re a megachurch and a famous church, but you don’t 
love Me like you once did. “Martha, you’re so worried and so bothered about so many things. Not a few things: 
you get bothered so easily. Your little sister, Mary, has done the one thing that is needed” (v. 41-42, 
paraphrased). 
 
What a powerful statement. “She has chosen the good part. I prophesy to her that that part will not be taken 
away from her. The grace of God to sustain this is going to be her experience” (Lk. 10:42b, paraphrased). What 
a statement. She wasn’t just on-fire for Jesus during the summer at IHOP-KC, but she would sustain it all the 
days of her life. There would be a grace to sustain it if she would continue to choose it. Let’s look at this 
passage.  
 
 
 
MARY PREPARED HER HEART BY FEEDING ON THE WORD 
Paragraph A. Three times Mary is described in the Bible. On each of the three occasions, very intentionally by 
the Holy Spirit, she is described as sitting at the feet of Jesus: right here in her home, when her older sister is 
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preparing the meal, and then later on when her brother Lazarus dies in John 11, she’s sitting at the feet of Jesus. 
Later on, right before Jesus went to the cross, she’s sitting at His feet again.  
 
The Holy Spirit is making a point. The three times she’s mentioned in the Bible, she is always before Him, 
gazing at His heart, wanting to hear His Word, to search out His heart, to understand what He’s like, what He 
thinks, what He feels. 
 
Beloved, the key to the Mary of Bethany anointing is to feed on the Word. I don’t even mean we learn it; I 
mean we connect with God’s heart through reading the Word. I’ll take about three or four minutes and talk 
about how to do that. The number one characteristic of Mary, in terms of what she did to prepare her heart, is 
that she fed on the Word. When we get too busy to feed on the Word, no matter how anointed we are, we will 
disconnect at the heart level and our love will begin to diminish.  
 
PRAYER IS THE POWER AND FOUNDATION OF SERVING 
Paragraph B. Martha was distracted. Look at verse 40 again. “She was distracted with much serving” (Lk. 
10:40, paraphrased). She approached Jesus and said, “Lord, don’t You care that my sister left me to serve 
alone? Tell her to help me.” 
 
We have this woman who is completely out of touch with what her real problem is. She thinks her problem is 
her little sister. The Lord is going to tell her that she lives with a wrong spirit. The Lord doesn’t correct her 
because she serves. I’ve heard people teach this passage and they set prayer meetings in contrast to serving 
Jesus. That’s a completely wrong equation. We don’t choose between praying or serving. As a matter of fact, 
when we pray, part of praying is serving, and part of praying is equipping us to serve with greater effectiveness 
and greater consistency.  
 
Prayer isn’t contrary to serving; it’s the power and the foundation of serving. It’s a wrong idea to see Mary as 
the prayer warrior and Martha as the servant spirit. No, Jesus wasn’t correcting her because she served; He 
corrected her because she served with the wrong spirit. It’s the wrong spirit that He’s correcting. She served 
with her eyes on men. She served with a view of what people thought about her serving. That was the very 
approach that made her distracted, worried, and bothered so much. It disconnected her heart from the Lord. 
Jesus Himself, said, “The greatest among you is the servant” (Lk. 22:26-27, paraphrased). Jesus came as the 
Servant. Beloved, prayer doesn’t minimize serving; part of prayer is serving. I serve people well by praying and 
fasting for them. It’s work.  
 
People have said to me, “Well I would love to be in the prayer room.” 
 
I said, “How many times have you been in a prayer room laboring for someone in fasting and prayer? It’s really 
hard work. It’s servanthood.”  
 
They say, “Technically I’ve never really done it.” 
 
I say, “Yes, I know.” 
 
Then there’s another dimension of prayer. It isn’t just serving; I’m talking about the intercessory laboring for a 
breakthrough for someone. There’s a dimension of prayer that energizes us to equip us to serve in a consistent 
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way and with the right motive. When we connect with His heart, we become a better servant, because we 
connect with the greatest Servant of all. Don’t let anyone put into contrast serving versus praying. It’s an 
outflow of one reality. Martha was distracted; she had a self-pitying, victim mentality. “I’m alone. No one else 
will help me. I’m the only one who cares.” She was obsessed with how everyone else viewed her. 
 
The Lord says, “Martha, Martha. I love you so much. Get your vision in the right place so that if you serve, you 
serve with a right spirit.” 
 
“Well, tell my little sister!” She has the bossy, “big sister” syndrome operating. Not every big sister is bossy; 
this one was.  
 
Jesus said, “You’re worried and troubled by so many things.” 
 
THE TROUBLE WITH BEING TROUBLED 
Being worried and troubled isn’t a small thing. It seems like a small thing. It isn’t stealing money. It isn’t 
beating someone up. It isn’t immorality. “I mean, I’m worried and bothered!”  
 
Beloved, let me tell you the truth about that mindset: it will cause you to be as disconnected from the Word of 
God as scandalous, big sins. She couldn’t connect with His heart because she wouldn’t choose to walk away 
and look away from all these things. 
 
The thing about distraction and worry and trouble is this: there’s a place in the human heart where we can look 
at it, and there’s that moment where we can go with it or we can say, “I’ll just look the other way; I have 
something to attend to in my heart.” 
 
We’ve all experienced it. Many times I’ve looked and I got bothered. The Lord would say to me, “You didn’t 
have to go the next step and yield to it. You could have looked the other way and attended to the bigger issue. I 
wanted to commune with you, but you were so captured by all the things that were happening around you.” 
 
There’s a place, honestly, where we really can choose to say no to that. It won’t go away right away, 
immediately, but it will diminish over time—this distracted, bothersome, worrisome mindset. Again, it’s as 
troubling to our spirit as the big stuff. We all know immorality, violence, and stealing are bad things. So we 
cultivate this attitude that keeps us as disconnected as other things do. I’m not calling it the same, because the 
impact on other people is really different than it is for those sins I just listed. The disconnection point, however, 
is very, very serious. 
 
There are a number in the room right now whom the Lord is challenging: “I want you to make a choice that you 
won’t yield to the bothering, worrisome things that cause you to be disconnected, because you’re choosing a 
higher way to carry your heart.”  
 
Again, her spirit was wrong because she served without a spirit of devotion. She served without her eyes being 
on the Lord’s eyes looking at her. Her eyes were locked on the response of people. I tell you, if you get focused 
on the response of people, they’re going to bother you all the days of your life, and the enemy is happy to send 
that your way. He doesn’t even have to send you a scandalous sin; he can take you out of the race right there. I 
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know a lot about it; he’s done it to me. He has attacked me in this subtle way. When it dawns on me over the 
years, I say, “I get what’s happening.” There’s a place where we have a choice.  
 
THE CALL TO RESPOND TO GOD IN AN EXTRAVAGANT WAY 
Verse 42, by the way, is the great verse. There are four points in verse 42. You want to grab that verse and make 
it true. Determine that the four things of verse 42 will be true in your life by the grace of God. 
 
He tells her, “You have the one thing that’s needed.” Actually He’s speaking all this to the big sister; Mary is 
just listening to it. Even in the other episode, He doesn’t say it to Mary. He says it to the people who are 
bothering Mary, who are attacking Mary. Mary just overhears it. 
 
He says in verse 42, “She has the one thing needed” (Lk. 10:42, paraphrased); that’s the first thing happening. I 
say, “Yes, Lord I want that in my life.” “She has chosen the good part” (ibid, paraphrased). That’s the second 
thing. We have to choose. She consistently made the choice. Number three: she chose the right thing, the good 
part. She didn’t just choose what was exciting in the eyes of others, or the things that gave her more approval 
and external motivation. She said, “I’m going for the heart of God, even if I don’t connect with it in the early 
days in a deep way. I’m going for it and drawing back from other things.” 
 
Jesus called it the good part. Then He prophesied to her the fourth thing and said, “It will not be taken away.” In 
other words, “There will be an anointing to walk in this calling, in this grace in a sustained way, all the days of 
your life.” 
 
Paragraph C. Jesus said, “She has the one thing needed.” Mary took the calling very seriously—the calling to 
respond to God in an extravagant way. Jesus said, “That’s the one thing you need.”  
 
If He spoke to the Church right now and the Church would hear Him, I believe He would say, “You need to 
change these ten things, but before they’re changed, here’s the one thing you need to change,” and He would 
describe the life of Mary of Bethany. 
 
When I look at that, I say, “Lord, I want this to be true in my life. I want to look at Mary and be inspired and get 
a vision of what I can be, and to know that God delights in it.” It isn’t wrong, even though believers will tell you 
it’s wrong. It’s right; it’s needed. In this hour of history, the Holy Spirit is raising up young people, old and 
young alike, but particularly young boys and young girls, or, I would rather say, young men and young women. 
They’re saying to the Lord, “I will choose this necessary way, even in my youth.” David did it in his youth. 
David was a teenager who made those choices in his youth. This one thing is non-negotiable. In other words, we 
can try to substitute it for more activity. Jesus would say, “It’s good that you’re serving Me in these ways. It’s 
non-negotiable; this one thing is necessary. It isn’t optional. You must connect at the heart level with Me. You 
must be extravagant with Me if you want the highest things I have for you.”  
 
DON’T LET THE COMPLACENCY OF OTHERS ROB YOU OF YOUR INHERITANCE 
Paragraph D. Jesus said, “It’s the good part and she chose it.” Jesus settles the issue right here—the issue of 
how important this calling is. He called it the good part, though many other believers wouldn’t call it a good 
thing. They would call Mary fanatical and unbalanced. Jesus said, “It’s good. I like what she’s doing; it moves 
Me.” It’s the good part. Many disagree with Jesus, but I’m going with Jesus. He knows the good way to live and 
the good way to build the church. 
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I was a pastor in my twenties, thirty-five years ago. Now I’m in my fifties. 
I remember when I was twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty-three, and twenty-four, and I was pastoring. All these 
old men in their thirties and forties—they’re young men now; they were old men in those days—would talk to 
me and say, “If you don’t watch it, young man, you’re going to burn out. You shouldn’t pray so much. You 
shouldn’t give so much. You shouldn’t fast so much. You’re going to burn out. You need to take out time for 
yourself.” 
 
I was reading biographies of men and women of God who were radical for God, living lives of fasting and 
prayer, giving all their money and everything else. They were taking the role of abandonment. I said, “Lord, I 
want to do this. I don’t know how good I’ll do at it, but this is what I want.” I was inspired by men and women 
through history as well as those in the Bible. I was looking for some old men in their thirties and forties who 
would do it with me and show me the way. Mostly I found people telling me it couldn’t be done and it shouldn’t 
be done. I was so disillusioned. I remember the pain I had in my early twenties. I said, “What is this? I don’t 
want to be like you, I want to be different from you. I don’t want to live the way you’re living.” I didn’t say 
that, by the grace of God.  
 
Here’s my point. I’m not trying to stir up an independent spirit. That’s not what I’m trying to stir up, because 
we need to have a spirit of humility. I’m trying to stir up a spirit of resolve that you don’t have to let go of this 
vision. No matter who doesn’t take hold of it, you can take hold of it. That’s what I’m trying to say. 
 
“MARY HAS CHOSEN THE GOOD PART” 
Paragraph E. Jesus said, “Mary has chosen the good part.” This thing wasn’t automatic. It wasn’t sovereign. 
What I mean is this: she didn’t just walk into it one day and hear an angel saying, “It has been sovereignly 
decreed: you will be radical for God.” And all of a sudden she changed instantly into this robotic mode of 
radical obedience. It didn’t happen that way. She chose it. Then she chose it again and again and again and 
again.  
 
The choosing must be recommitted and renewed, time and time and time again. She chose and she kept on 
choosing. You must choose. No one can choose this for you; no one can. Some folks are happy to know a man 
or a woman who knows God. They don’t even care if they know God in a deep way; they just want to be close 
to someone who knows God. 
 
They say, “Hey, I’m in that one group where that one gal or that one guy is really close to God. I’m really close 
to them. Glory to God!” They’re content to know someone who knows God. Beloved, I’m not content to know 
someone who touches God; I want to touch God. At age fifteen, twenty, thirty, whatever age you are, don’t ever 
be content to just be around people who are excited for God. You be excited for God. I don’t even mean 
excited; you choose to have this life vision. David did it. His seven older brothers resisted him, much like 
Mary’s older sister, Martha. 
 
IF YOU CAN LIVE WITHOUT IT, YOU’LL GO WITHOUT IT 
You’re not too young. You say, “Well, I’m only fourteen.” You’re not too young. 
 
“Well, I’m really broken. You don’t know how messed up my family is and what I’ve done.”  
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You’re not too broken. 
 
“I don’t read real good. I have to read the Word. I don’t read the Word; I’m not real good at school.”  
 
You don’t have to be smarter.  
 
“I don’t have a calling, no angels have appeared to me, I’ve had no dreams, no prophet has spoken over me.” 
 
You don’t need a special calling. This lifestyle is within reach to anyone who determines that they’re not going 
to live without it. If you can live without it, you’ll go without it. If you determine, “I can’t live without a life of 
radical abandonment all of my days,” beloved, you’ll walk in it. It doesn’t matter how young you are, how 
broken you are, how untrained you are. Maybe you don’t like reading; maybe your attention span isn’t that 
good. It doesn’t matter, because your heart can still respond to the Holy Spirit and you can give yourself to 
Him. 
 
“I have no one to train me.”  
 
The Spirit says, “I will train you.” David was all by himself on the backside of the hills of Bethlehem with 
seven brothers who were against him. He was young Davy, the little brother. He called out to God in his teen 
years. It moved the heart of God, and God sent a prophet to find him. 
 
Beloved, when you make these kinds of choices for the Lord, make sure you try to find one or two other people, 
or more if you can, who have the same values. Because I tell you, if you don’t get others, there will be others in 
the Body of Christ who try and steal this vision out of your heart. They don’t want to be bothered with your 
wrestling to go deeply in God. They’ll look at you and say, “You’re a fanatic, you’re out of balance, you’re 
legalistic. Chill out, man; just enjoy God.”  
 
“I do enjoy God. There’s more: I want to touch Him. I want to go as deeply as a human being can go. I want 
everything that God will give the human spirit in this age. I want it all. My goal isn’t just to enjoy and chill. My 
goal is to go as deeply as a human spirit can go in this age.” 
 
That’s the vision I’m talking about. I tell you, young people make these decisions in their teen years and in their 
early twenties and it’s real. I made those decisions back in my late teens and early twenties. I read these 
biographies and determined, “I will do this.” I stumbled, fumbled, and fell. By the grace of God, He helped me 
to keep signing up—I mean within the day. Don’t put yourself on probation for a month. If you stumble, sign 
back up and go hard within the hour.  
 
Paragraph F. I love paragraph F. The prophecy. “It won’t be taken away from you” (Lk. 10:42, paraphrased). 
 
What does this mean? First, the grace for this kind of lifestyle—a lifestyle of extravagant devotion. Again, I 
don’t just mean crying at a worship service. I’m talking about the whole of our life. Our goal is to connect with 
God in every way possible. First, He’s saying, “You’ll have the grace to sustain this if you continue to choose 
it.” It isn’t just a season in your youth; it isn’t just a summer at IHOP-KC. He said, “Mary, I know you’re a 
young woman, but I’ll give you the grace to stay with it if you want it.” What an amazing prophecy. 
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Secondly, she wouldn’t loose it even in the age to come. Even in eternity, she would be rewarded by her heart 
responses in this age. Even a million years from now, she would still be living in the fruit of those decisions she 
made in her youth. 
 
Beloved, “It will never be taken from you,” is what He said. “In your resurrected body, Mary, you’ll bear the 
resemblance, the expression of the heart commitment you gave to Me, even then. It won’t be taken from you.”  
 
MARY SAT AT THE FEET OF JESUS TO HEAR HIS WORD 
Top of page three. She sat at His feet to hear His word. That’s the premier thing we’re introduced to in Luke 10. 
There are three episodes involving Mary in the gospels. In this first episode, the first time she’s introduced, 
she’s a woman who sits at the feet of Jesus to hear His word.  
 
I’ll be brief on this page here. I’m asking you to read this, and then I have some more notes on the Internet if 
you care to read more about this. I don’t want to take a lot of time on explaining this. It’s a very worthy subject. 
I call it “pray-reading the Word of God.” What I mean by “pray-reading the Word” is that while we’re reading 
it, we turn what we find in the Word into conversation with Jesus right then. As we’re reading it, as we’re 
reading the very things that it says, it fuels a conversation and a dialogue with His heart—right there while 
we’re reading it. You can’t do it with every passage, but you can do it with most passages in the Bible.  
 
“YOU WILL NOT COME TO ME THAT YOU MIGHT HAVE LIFE” 
Look at what Jesus told the Pharisees in John 5:39. This verse changed my life when I was eighteen years old. I 
remember when I read it. I was studying the Bible for hours a day. The Bible was so boring; it was painfully 
boring. I remember telling God, “If You could only make the Bible interesting, You would have a lot more 
customers.” 
 
I meant it, too. It was so boring. I couldn’t figure out the difference between an apostle, epistle, a disciple or a 
gospel. They all seemed the same to me. I was reading this. I was reading for hours a day, searching 
commentaries and studying. My heart was colder and prayer was more boring after I had done that for six 
months or so. I thought, “I thought if I read the Bible for hours a day, I would just be on fire the next day.” But I 
was colder and more bored. I thought, “This isn’t making sense. My leaders told me that if I read the Bible I 
would somehow get on fire.” I read the Bible and got colder and colder. 
 
This is one of the greatest, most life-changing moments I have had with the Lord. I was eighteen years old. I 
was reading through John, systematically. Jesus says, “You search the Scriptures” (Jn. 5:39). 
 
I thought, “OK, that’s me.” 
 
 “For you think that in Bible study you have life. You think that just reading the information its going to bring 
life—the presence of God to your heart” (Jn. 5:39b, paraphrased). 
 
For some reason the Holy Spirit highlighted this. I said, “I have been reading the Word and I don’t have life.” 
Instead of life, put, “the anointing of God touching my heart.” 
 
I said, “It isn’t touching me.” I read it and Jesus said, “The Bible points to Me. You have to come to Me. You 
have to talk to Me when you read the Bible” (Jn. 5:40, paraphrased). He says, “Don’t just study the photograph 
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and then leave and say, ‘I know the person.’” The photograph points to the person. Jesus would whisper in my 
heart, “The Bible talks about Me; now talk to Me when you read it.” 
 
It changed my life when I heard it. I said, “Unbelievable.” I was so excited, because the idea that I wouldn’t 
have to be bored reading the Bible for the rest of my life was so exciting. I loved Jesus so much, but I hated 
Bible study and prayer. Prayer and Bible study were miserable. I loved Jesus and I loved to go meetings. Prayer 
and Bible study and fasting? Forget it! I tried it, but I never made it past noon the first ten times I tried. 
 
It was miserable. I thought, “Lord, this is a horrible way to serve you.” Because I was doing all these things, but 
not connecting with His heart. Bible study was meant to lead us into conversation. I talked some more about 
that.  
 
“HE WHO ABIDES IN ME, AND I IN HIM, WILL BEAR MUCH FRUIT” 
Paragraph B. You know the famous passage where Jesus said, “He who abides in Me and I in him, he will bear 
much fruit” (Jn. 15:5, paraphrased). If you simply put the phrase “talks to” in place of the word abide, that 
passage will open up to you. Jesus said, “The person who talks to Me, I will give impressions back to him and 
he will bear much fruit over time.” 
 
Beloved, the key to going forward is in taking the Bible, using it as conversational material, and saying it to 
Jesus.  
 
You say, “How do you do that practically?” 
 
This is the part I don’t want to spend a lot of time on. I have some documents on the website on how to pray-
read the Word.  
 
VERSES THAT EXHORT US TO BELIEVE, VERSES THAT EXHORT US TO OBEY 
Paragraph C, I’ll just give you the ninety-second overview. When I read the Bible, I notice two different, broad 
categories of truth. There are more than two, but only two I’m talking about right now. There are Bible verses 
that exhort us to believe and there are Bible verses that exhort us to obey. 
 
There are verses that tell us to believe; they say things like, “God loves you.” That’s something you’re supposed 
to believe. “God forgives you.”  
 
“OK, I’m supposed to believe it.” 
 
There are other verses that tell you to do something: bridle your tongue, obey God with your money, obey God 
with your time, walk in purity. Those are things you’re supposed to do. In some verses you’re called to believe 
the truths, and in other verses you’re called to do something.  
 
Paragraph D. Whenever I read the Bible and I find a verse that tells me to believe—whether it says, “God loves 
you,” “God forgives you,” “God will lead you,” “God will provide for you”—it’s a promise.  
 
Here’s what I do, number one: I stop for a moment and I talk to Jesus. I say, “Thank You; thank You that You 
love me.” 
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When it says, “He has forgiven you,” I stop and say, “Thank You, Jesus, that You forgave me.” 
 
Some believers have never, ever said, “Thank You” to the Lord that He loves them. They underline it in their 
Bible and then they move on. The Lord says, “Hey, talk to Me about it and I’ll talk to you about it.”  
 
Then I go to the next step; it’s really very simple. Paragraph two. I say, “Tell me more about it. Thank You that 
You love me. Reveal it more to me.” It’s really that simple. I say, “Thank You, and tell me more,” when I run 
into verses that tell me to believe something. 
 
Beloved, it starts the dialogue, and I start talking to Him. Ideas come to me, and I journal them. I think, “Wow.” 
Sometimes it’s boring and sometimes it’s really alive, and sometimes it’s in between. 
 
Paragraph E. There are other passages that don’t exhort us so much to believe Him—“I love you, I forgave you, 
I’ll provide for you.” They tell us to obey Him. For example, you’ll read a verse that tells you to have godly 
speech. That’s been the biggest trouble in my life over the years. I think that’s probably the number one 
challenge to most people. There are other big challenges in people’s lives, but when our speech is ordered by 
the Lord, our inner life is completely subdued by the Spirit. When I see a verse that says, “Only have godly 
speech,” or, “Live in purity,” “Live in humility,” “Serve one another,” “Encourage one another,” “Give Me 
your time,” whatever the exhortation is, I’ll do two things. Number one: I’ll stop and commit myself to it. I say, 
“Jesus, I want to have godly speech. I want to commit myself to obey this.” I actually talk to Him for ninety 
seconds. That’s all it takes— sometimes longer.  
 
Then, number two, I say, “Help me do it.”  
 
Beloved, if you’ll do that simple thing—when it tells you something to believe, say, “Thank You and show me 
more,” and when it tells you to obey, say, “Yes, I will; help me”—if you do that simple thing, the conversation 
will develop and develop, and your heart will get on fire. 
 
That’s what Mary did. She sat at His feet to hear His Word, to commune with His heart.  
 
Top of page four. I want you to know, it was painful for me to give you one of my favorite teachings on how to 
pray-read the Bible in four minutes. That pained me. Some of you will be sparked by those last four minutes 
and search it out. It’s really simple, but you search it out. Talk to one of the leaders and say, “What? I didn’t 
really get that. I want to do that Mary of Bethany thing.” 
 
I can picture some young man, fourteen years old, saying, “I don’t want to do the Mary of Bethany thing!” Do 
it, because it’s the David thing; beloved, do it because it’s the David thing, too. It’s exactly the same thing. If 
it’s Old Testament, you can call it “the David calling.” If it’s New Testament, you can call it “Mary of 
Bethany.” You can put a few other names there if you want. 
 
 
EVERYONE IN HISTORY WASTES HIS OR HER LIFE ON SOMETHING 
Top of page four. The second episode. Mary of Bethany wasted her life. Now the truth is that everyone in 
history wastes his or her life on something. Either you waste it in man’s eyes by obeying God, or you waste it in 
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God’s eyes by doing what man says. Either way it goes, there’s a group that thinks you’re wasting yourself. The 
question is this: how are you going to waste your life? We could do the things that make everyone else proud of 
us, happy and excited, and draw back from the Lord. 
 
We think, “We didn’t waste our life. Look what we did!”  
 
The Lord might whisper, “You wasted many, many opportunities in your life to be wholly Mine through those 
years.” 
 
I’m not talking about what your occupation is. You could have an occupation in many different ways, but have 
a radical devotion to the Lord. My first hero in the Body of Christ, when I was seventeen years old, was J. 
Hudson Taylor. I read three of his biographies. I was so excited about this man. He was a medical doctor from 
England who lived in China. This man had such a life of abandonment in love, but he was a medical doctor who 
worked all day with patients, but had a spirit of devotion. He wrote on the Song of Solomon. It was quite an 
amazing life; he was this brilliant man who was a medical doctor, who worked long hours but had a life of 
prayer and a vibrant spirit. 
 
I’m not saying you have to quit your life and join IHOP-KC. That’s not what I’m saying. I’m talking about 
abandonment to God. “Jesus, I will go as far as You will let me go in abandonment.” 
 
Well, there’s a brief episode. It’s two days before Jesus goes to the cross. He’s in Bethany. Bethany is only one 
mile from Jerusalem. It’s only a twenty-minute walk. They’re in the house of Simon. They’re at the table. Now 
Mary and Martha live just down the road. They live in Bethany, too. It’s a very small town. They’re good 
friends with Simon. 
 
Jesus is over there. Mary breaks in with this alabaster flask, this jar, of very expensive perfume. Mary breaks 
into the room with this year’s worth of perfume. In ancient days, the showers weren’t so good; in fact, they 
didn’t have them. People used perfume instead. You can do the math. Perfume was very expensive because 
perfume made things a whole lot better. Some people would have perfume in the way people today might have 
a storage of gold. They could trade it on the market. She had a year’s salary. In today’s world, it might have 
been $50,000 worth of perfume. My guess is, she received it as her inheritance when her parents died. Martha, 
the older sister, got the house. In the Bible times, when a young, single woman had a house, either her husband 
died or her parents died and she received the inheritance. Martha got the house, and Mary got the perfume. 
Little brother Lazarus, he got raised from the dead, so he was OK. I don’t know what he got, but he got raised 
from the dead. 
 
Anyway, my theory is that it was her inheritance. I think it probably really was. There are some other reasons 
for it. She brought her entire inheritance, broke into the room, broke it over Jesus, on His feet and on His head, 
and then, if you put a few verses together in Matthew 26 and John 12, she wiped Jesus’ feet with her hair. She 
poured the perfume all over His feet, all over His hair, and all over His body, and she wiped His feet with her 
hair. In three minutes, the entire $50,000 was gone. 
 
Verse 4 says, “Some,” not just Judas (Mk. 14:4). John 12 tells us it was Judas. The other passages tell us it was 
the other apostles as well as Judas. I like Matthew. He talks about the apostles being involved in it; anyway, 
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that’s another story for another time. He was a tax collector and he was kind of getting even. Never mind. He 
brought the other men in on the storyline. The apostles were mad—not just Judas. 
 
Indignant means mad. They said, “This is disgusting. This unbalanced girl has gone too far. Why all of this 
waste? Fifty thousand dollars! It could have been sold and given to the poor.” 
 
“They criticized her sharply” (Mk. 14:5). The apostles didn’t get it. I mean, anointed apostles didn’t get it. They 
didn’t say, “Mary”; they didn’t roll their eyes and crack a joke. They criticized her sharply. They were 
indignant. They were angry at her.  
 
Jesus speaks up. He says, “Let her alone. Don’t you talk this way about this young woman.  She has done a 
good work.”  
 
That’s the second time Jesus has used the word good. Remember back in Luke 10, a few minutes ago, when 
Jesus said, “She has chosen the good part.” Here He says, “She has done a good deed for Me. She moves Me. 
What she has done is right, and she is the only one who could see how right it was.” What an amazing 
statement.  
 
This is the second time that Jesus has vindicated her in a public setting, in the presence of others. He says, “I’ll 
tell you how good this is. Let Me tell you to what degree this woman’s heart moves Me.” 
 
 “Wherever the gospel is preached, what this woman has done will be told to everyone as a memorial.” I’m 
telling it now, 2,000 years later. A memorial means we’re remembering the virtue that she had in that act. This 
isn’t going to end at the end of this age. In eternity, we will still be talking about that woman’s heart and her 
abandonment to God, forever. Jesus said, “Let Me tell you how good it is. This moves Me to such a degree, her 
love for Me will be pronounced and proclaimed forever. That’s how I feel about this young, single girl who 
never had a public ministry, never wrote a book of the Bible, was never mentioned in church history, nor known 
in the court of man, but she was known by the heart of God forever.” 
 
MARY SMELLED LIKE JESUS AS HE WENT TO THE CROSS 
Paragraph A. I love this. John 12 adds a thing and says, “Mary wiped His feet with her hair, and the house was 
filled with perfume.” It’s only two days before the cross. Put a couple of the passages together and you can find 
that out. You find this passage in Mark 14, Matthew 26, and John 12. If you put those three passages together, 
you get the whole story. 
 
It’s two days before the cross. What does that mean? This very expensive perfume is expensive for one reason: 
because it’s so strong. The perfume is so effective. Everywhere that Jesus went and everywhere that Mary went 
in the next two days, everyone could tell they were together, because they both smelled the same and had the 
same fragrance. 
 
Two days later, Jesus was on the cross, and that perfume was still on Him—only two days later. Mary was at 
the foot of the cross, and it was on her too in that hour. Jesus had just told the boys, “Guys, I’m dying in two 
days. In two days I go to the Passover and I’m crucified.” 
 
They were all having a meal. They said, “Wow, that’s intense. Someone pass the bagels.” 
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Mary said, “What did You say?”  
 
“I will die in two days.”  
 
We don’t know the details, but Mary lived probably a block down the road. She heard Him talking. She ran out 
of the house, got her perfume, broke in, and poured it all over Him. She said, “Don’t You people understand? 
He’s going to die soon. He’s God. He’s the Messiah. I’m anointing You for burial. I stand with You because I 
understand Your heart.” 
 
The men didn’t get it. She was probably the only one listening. Do you know why she heard it? She heard His 
word. She heard these other things of His heart because it was her lifestyle to hear His word, to sit at His feet. 
She was the only one who caught it. She gave her entire inheritance to Jesus. In two minutes, the entire $50,000 
was gone. She didn’t care at all. 
 
Paragraph B.  Mary broke the most precious earthly treasure on the One she treasured most. I tell you, God is 
raising up young men and women, older ones as well, who will give the greatest treasure they have to the One 
they treasure most—to Jesus. 
 
DANCE BEFORE THE MUSIC OF HEAVEN, NOT THE MUSIC OF MAN 
Paragraph C. They criticized her. They even used Bible verses: “It says in the Bible that we’re supposed to give 
to the poor.”  
 
Jesus says, “I know the Bible. Don’t you understand that she knows what’s going to happen to Me in two 
days?” She was the only one, with the probable exception of His mother, who would be fully identified with 
Him. She would smell just like Him on that cross. 
 
There are many people who love Jesus like Mary, and they will receive criticism. Don’t be troubled: “They 
think I’m legalistic, I’m deceived, and I’m out to lunch.” So what? Love them, serve them, honor them. Dance 
before the music of heaven, not the music of man. Connect to what He thinks about you. Yes, you’ll be 
criticized; so what? There are many people who love salvation, but they don’t really love Jesus. They’re saved; 
they love salvation, getting out of hell and living forever. They don’t really get it, but they love it. They don’t 
really love Jesus—not in a deep way. Don’t worry about them. 
 
Paragraph D. We’re talking about the apostles now. We’re talking about the men who raised the dead. The 
question is, “Why the waste?” Anything above minimum commitment is seen as an unnecessary waste by 
many. 
 
“We don’t have to do that. Why the unnecessary fervor?”  
 
“Because He’s God. He became Man, and He wants to marry you forever. That’s why He’s worth everything.” 
 
I hear it all the time: “You have these young people; they have such excellent musical abilities. They’re sitting 
in a house of prayer with a few hundred other, people wasting their lives.” 
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I say, “They would rather waste their lives on obedience to Jesus than take every opportunity that their gifting 
could give them, if in fact God called them to this assignment. If He did, they either waste their life on Jesus or 
they waste their life out there, one way or the other.”  
 
JESUS WILL VINDICATE EVERY ACT OF RADICAL DEVOTION 
I’ve heard this: “That gal has such a brilliant mind. She has great career opportunities.” Sarah Sun Kim came 
from the Ivy League school Columbia University in New York, and then got a full ride to Harvard to get her 
master’s degree. She had a big opening to work in the United Nations, and all these incredible opportunities. 
She resigned everything and came and joined IHOP-KC. People said, “What? You aced Harvard with a full 
degree, to get your master’s degree. You have huge open doors.”  
 
She says, “God called me to stand before the King and to contend with Him for the nations.”  
 
I tell you, the people are still reeling. Some of them are saying, “What on earth? This lady is wasting herself. 
She’s too brilliant.” What a brilliant decision if in fact that’s the will of God for her. It is. 
 
Jesus said, “Let her alone.” In the age to come, I tell you He will fully validate every single act of radical 
devotion. He won’t always validate it in the eyes of man in this age. In the age to come, He really will validate 
it. They said of John the Baptist that he was deceived. They said, “John the Baptist has a demon.” 
 
Jesus said, “The wisdom of his life will be fully proved in the days to come. He already died. You wait and see: 
God will vindicate the wisdom of John’s life. When we all stand before Him, you’ll see the wisdom of how 
John lived.” 
 
HOW WILL YOU CHOOSE TO WASTE YOUR LIFE? 
Paragraph F. Jesus said, “It’s a good work.” Remember, a year earlier she sat at the feet of Jesus and Jesus said, 
“It’s a good thing you have chosen.” She has been developing her history in God. She’s at the feet of Jesus 
because it’s the good thing she chose. It equipped her heart and gave her discernment to do this unusual act of 
devotion, which was a good act. The two are connected. 
 
My point is this: people get excited about the one-off radical act of devotion, but that act of devotion in Mary’s 
life came out of a lifestyle of choosing good, choosing to be at His feet. She didn’t just randomly one day have 
the idea of this radical act of devotion and giving all of her perfume to the Lord. The other apostles didn’t get it 
at all; they missed it. I tell you, when we choose good and we’re at His feet and we give ourselves, we have 
discernment and the ability to hear in those critical moments that change the history of our life, or even history 
itself. 
 
Paragraph G. Jesus said, “It will be a memorial.” You know why men will remember it? A memorial means that 
people will remember the deed and virtue behind it, or the dedication behind it. Do you know why we 
remember it? Because it moved God and He remembers it. My goal is not to have a life history in God that you 
remember; my goal is to have one that God remembers. That’s why people remember Mary’s life, because it 
moved God. 
 
Let’s end with this. What are you wasting your life on? More often than not, we’re wasting our life in the eyes 
of men or in the eyes of God. There are exceptions; I determined some years ago, “I’m not content with the 
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minimum requirements of salvation. I’m not looking for Jesus fire insurance. I’m not just trying to live as close 
to the edge of darkness as I can, and have enough assurance to escape hell. I want everything God will give the 
human spirit in this age.” 
 
The question in my heart, the question in your heart is, “How far will You let me go? How abandoned will You 
let me be? How can I give more of my strength to You?” I’m not looking for a way in the grace of God to give 
less. I’m looking for a way in the grace of God to give more. 
 
There’s a company all over the earth, millions of young people who have that spirit in them right now. They’re 
searching the Bible for Bible verses to help them give more to God, not searching for Bible verses so that they 
can give less to God and claim the grace of God. 
 
Here’s the very last phrase. My first spiritual hero, J. Hudson Taylor, was a missionary to China from England 
in the 1850s. He had this one key phrase. It marked my heart at seventeen years old. I preached on it in every 
message I ever gave. My Bible studies were only ten people. He said, “Only one life, ‘twill soon be past; only 
what’s done for Christ will last.” That so touched my heart. At seventeen I would tell the fourteen-year olds, 
“Only one life, ‘twill soon be past; only what’s done for Christ will last.”  
 
They would say, “Wow, that’s heavy. What does that mean?”  
 
I said, “I’m just figuring it out, but I like it.”  
 
MINISTRY TIME 
Amen. I’m looking for people who want to live like Mary or like David, like Paul and the apostles. They’re 
looking for a way to go deeper, not a way to get away with shallow living. Beloved, this is the biblical norm. 
This is what God loves. He calls it good. This isn’t weird; it’s good. 
 
I want to invite those in the ATC or the Luke18 Project, those who are visiting for these two or three weeks. 
You’re saying, “This is what I want. You just gave me words for what’s burning in my heart.” If you would like 
prayer, I want you to stand up here. Make it a formal dedication. I mean, I’m talking about more than living 
pure and not involving yourself in sexual immorality. Some people say, “I’m living consecrated.” What they 
mean is this: “I won’t be involved sexually with anyone until I’m married.” 
 
I say, “That’s good; that’s really good, but there’s a whole lot more God wants for your heart than staying away 
from some bad stuff.” He wants all of you. He wants to be your dream. He wants to be your reward. He wants 
to be your magnificent obsession. He wants to be your primary dream in your heart. Yes, He has other dreams 
for you, but He wants to be the main one. He wants more than just abstaining from some evil things. He wants 
you abandoned in the hot pursuit of everything He has for you—to be fearless when you’re criticized, and 
you’ll be criticized by good people in the Church. You really will be. Let’s just ask the Lord. Talk to Him. 
 
 
 


