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Session 7 Harmony of the Gospels 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Matthew 6. The first half of the chapter is living our spiritual life in the sight of God. The second half of the 
chapter is living our natural life in the sight of God. Jesus taught that the temptation of worldliness has two 
aspects to it. He breaks worldliness down in two ways. Number one: He talks about aggressively pursuing 
worldliness; trying to get money, or pursuing worldly things. In the second part of this passage, He’s talking 
about a passive heart of worldliness that comes with anxiety. It’s not necessarily going after something, but just 
worldliness that’s inside of you that causes anxiety. One is aggressive and one is passive. 
 
“WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE WILL YOUR HEART BE ALSO” 
Verses 19-20 talk about your treasure. Your treasure is anything into which you pour your time, your money, or 
your thinking. Treasure isn’t just money; we all know that. Whatever you put your time into, whatever you 
invest your money into, whatever you put your thinking into, there’s your treasure and there your heart will be 
(Mt. 6:21). That’s why we require anyone going forward in leadership to be tithing into the church. If they’re 
tithing to the church, their heart is really here. Whatever you put time and money into, your heart is there. That 
ensures the people in ministry or leaders have people’s hearts in their concern. Whatever you put your time, 
money, or your thinking into, your desires and affections are going to follow. 
 
You can rule the affections in your heart by what you put your time into. If you’re having a hard time with 
worldly things, it’s because you’re spending a lot of time doing worldly things. I don’t necessarily mean sinful 
things. If you want your heart directed towards God, number one, bridle your tongue, and number two, spend 
time with God, and your heart will become affectionate towards God in a greater way. 
 
This verse here I’ve singled out. When my heart is getting passive and then I begin to make God my treasure in 
a new way, my heart becomes alive again in God. 
 
“IF . . . YOUR EYE IS GOOD, YOUR WHOLE BODY WILL BE FULL OF LIGHT” 
What follows, beginning in verse 22, is kind of a funny passage. “The lamp of the body is the eye” (Mt. 6:22). 
A lamp is something that releases light. The thing that releases light in you, God’s life or His light, is your 
spiritual eye. That’s what that means. The lamp is that which releases light through your body to others. The 
lamp is your spiritual eye, or your singleness of mind in things of obedience. That means you’re totally going 
for faith and obedience. If you’re mature in faith and obedience, then you possess much of God’s light, life, 
glory, power, and grace. They’re different words for the same concept. We talk about the grace of God, the 
power of God, the life of God, the light of God. It’s always talking about the ability to walk in godly character 
and the ability to work in miracles. That’s God’s life moving through you. When your spiritual eye is clear, 
when you have a mind of the spirit, light, or God’s power is going to flow out of you to other people. That’s the 
point. 
 
Verses 25-34. I don’t have many comments because there’s nothing difficult in that. It’s very simple. The point 
of the Bible college isn’t to just take up space. To me, it’s to give insight on something that’s not clear. I put 
here that you don’t have to go after sin to fall short of God’s glory. You don’t have to go pursue wickedness to 
fall short. If you don’t do any pursuing and just let those long anxieties fester in you, you’ll be worldly, too. 
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Some of you would never dream of going after sin in an overt way, but you’re full of anxiety. That’s as worldly 
as going after it. We need to see the passive and the aggressive aspects of worldliness. 
 
THE WAY YOU JUDGE IS THE WAY GOD WILL ALLOW MEN TO JUDGE YOU 
Chapter 7. This chapter deals with relationships: with correction, with prayer, and the reality of everything 
ending in final judgment and evaluation. It’s a tremendous passage here. I want to read verses 1-2. “Judge not, 
that you be not judged. For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it 
will be measured back to you” (Mt. 7:1-2). Jesus used that phrase a couple of times. He used it in Mark in terms 
of receiving from God. He uses it here in the Sermon on the Mount. It’s not the same occasion, but it is the 
same principle. Here He’s talking about in terms of judgment. In the way you judge, others will judge you. The 
way you judge is the way God will allow men to judge you. God will judge you in that way, too, in one sense. 
 
God has a higher absolute standard. He will raise up men who will judge you in the way you judge other people. 
If you judge harshly, if you judge without full knowledge of the other man’s situation, if you judge with bad 
knowledge, if you don’t like the person and you think, “He’s no good,” if really you’re jealous of him, then God 
is going to allow other men to be raised up with the same motive and the same harshness and the same 
quickness of not knowing anything you’re involved in. It’s a really serious principle. You’ll reap what you sow. 
If you give mercy, you’ll get mercy (Mt. 5:7). 
 
“JUDGE NOT ACCORDING TO APPEARANCE, BUT JUDGE RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT” 
This isn’t a command to be blind, but to be merciful. A lot of people quote this out of context. Judgment is 
right. I heard someone say, “That can’t be right! That guy judged someone.” You had better be judging people. 
Every one of you needs to be judging people. I judge people constantly. It’s biblical; it’s my responsibility. He 
isn’t telling you not to judge people; He’s pleading that you would be merciful, careful, well-informed, and 
humble before you do it. That’s what He’s warning you of. Whenever you see the word judgment, you must 
distinguish between a Spirit-guided evaluation and a critical, slanderous spirit. These are the two types of 
judgments. One is our responsibility and the other is our downfall. All true spiritual judgment has a pure motive 
of establishing righteousness, not to get even. In other words, the pleasure of God and the edification of man 
must be the motive for all judgment. 
 
Sometimes someone will offend you, and then you get a wrong opinion and you judge them harshly. That’s a 
motivation that doesn’t have righteousness in it. It’s not to please God or to help that person out. All carnal 
judgment has the motive of destruction, self-pleasure, and is with unrighteous motive. 
We need to flee carnal judgment. The Scripture never tells us to neglect spiritual judgment. The Bible never 
tells you to stop judging. We must never be blind to sin; we must recognize and confront sin when we see it. 
 
CONFRONTING OTHERS WITH LOVE IN A SPIRIT OF HUMILITY AND TRUTH 
How can I recognize sin in your life? By judging it as being sinful. I have to say in my heart, “You’re wrong.” 
That’s a judgment. It’s a right judgment, if it is right. We must confront people with a humble spirit to ensure 
the good of the one under judgment. 
 
Galatians 6:1-2 is an excellent passage. Read that on your own. The key is this. The spirit and manner in which 
you judge determines if it’s right or wrong. Not the fact that you’re judging, but the way in which you judge 
makes it right or wrong. 
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1 Corinthians 4:5 tells you that God judges the heart. He has the ability to judge inward motives which are 
unseen. Matthew 7: we judge the outward actions. God judges inward hearts and we judge outward actions. We 
have the responsibility to judge outward actions. When a man is a gossip, it’s not wrong for me to say he’s a 
gossip. 
 
Someone says, “You’re judging him.” 
 
You’re right I’m judging him. If he doesn’t stop gossiping and causing a problem, I’m going to judge him 
publicly in front of everyone. That’s a judgment. It’s a judgment about the things that he’s done. You can’t look 
at a guy who gets up and says something and say, “Ah, he’s lying.” You can’t make that judgment, unless he 
has fruit that backs up a consistent characteristic in being that way that’s negative. If he has fruit, you can make 
that judgment. If it’s not an established, outward thing, you can’t say that. God alone knows his heart, and 
you’re treading on dangerous ground judging a man’s heart. I stay away from that sort of stuff. 
 
IF YOU ENJOY JUDGMENT, YOU SHOULD REFRAIN FROM JUDGING 
Verses 3-5. It talks about taking the log out of your eye before taking a speck out of someone else’s eye. That’s 
the first step in self-examination. Remember, the only acceptable motive for judging is establishing 
righteousness. Avoid the contradiction of seeking to establish righteousness in another person’s life through 
judging them wrongly. 
 
Jesus said, “Don’t get all motivated to get all righteous to make that man righteous if you’re living 
unrighteously yourself. Make your life righteous before worrying about someone else’s righteousness.” 
 
If Will is up here, I may say, “Will, I have to get you straight.” 
 
If I’m not living straight myself but I’m so motivated about getting him straight, God says, “If you’re so 
interested in getting someone else straight, get yourself straight and then use that righteous motivation to get 
Will straight.” 
 
Here’s a good test. If you enjoy judgment, avoid it. If you weep in your heart over a sinning saint, then go judge 
it. Some of you God has used in this, and you think you’re just really critical. I don’t think all of you are critical. 
Sometimes God gives us a genuine insight. Some of you are broken and heavy laden about it, and you probably 
did the right thing. Keep going and be faithful in small things and you’ll be faithful in big things. 
 
“GIVE NOT WHAT IS HOLY TO THE DOGS; NOR CAST YOUR PEARLS BEFORE SWINE” 
Verse 6. :Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under 
their feet, and turn and tear you in pieces” (Mt. 7:6). This principle is in relationship to correcting. We’re still 
talking about correcting people, right? If a saint rejects your correction through defensiveness and pride, I don’t 
correct them anymore until they have a different spirit. I refuse to correct anyone if they refuse to receive it. 
 
If someone comes in a gathering, I have to correct them. That’s different in a public gathering. If I go to a 
brother and say, “Brother, your life is out of order,” and he says, “No, you don’t understand,” I automatically 
stop. I won’t give something precious with godly reproof to someone who won’t accept it. 
 
I always back away and say, “OK.” I won’t do it. 
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YOU DON’T HAVE TO PROVE ANYTHING TO THOSE WHO ARE CONTENTIOUS 
Dogs spoke of the heathen Gentiles. Pigs were unclean animals. These two animals were rejected by the Jews. 
They were unfavorable things. Since they’re unclean in their hearts, they’ll mistake valuable pearls for 
worthless rocks. If I go to someone, I’m giving them something very valuable, a pearl. If they act like a pig and 
mistake it for a rock and trample it, I won’t give anything valuable to anyone who won’t receive it as valuable. 
 
I’ve had people say, “I don’t believe in the Holy Spirit; you can’t prove that to me!” 
 
I say, “That’s right. I have no intention of trying.” 
 
I’m not going to prove anything to those who are contentious. I’ve had many people come to me and ask 
questions about the Bible. If I discern that they have an argumentative spirit, I won’t give them one word. I say, 
“No, I’m not interested in proving this to you.” 
 
“I don’t believe God and I think this whole thing, Christianity itself, is completely wrong.” 
 
I say, “OK, God bless you, goodbye.” I refuse to talk with a man who’s not open. Why? Because I’m taking 
valuable things called pearls and I’m giving them to pigs, who will trample on them as though they were 
worthless rocks. 
 
Jesus says, “Don’t do it. If you do, they’ll end up trampling on you in the end.” 
 
I don’t correct anyone who isn’t open. It saves a lot of time. 
 
ANSWER: 
I apply this to anything. In context He’s talking about correcting a brother. You’re unwise to correct someone 
who won’t take it. You don’t want to correct someone in correction unless they grant you permission. You don’t 
want to be obnoxious and unruly in the pursuit of doing something godly. Don’t do it, He said. 
 
ANSWER: 
Absolutely. If I sense they’re arguing, I won’t go one step further. I won’t pursue anyone who rejects me. I just 
wait until another time. Because they’ll trample you and they’ll take precious things, like the knowledge of 
God, and trample them underfoot like a rock. They’ll mistake what it is. Here you are trying to be holy and 
redeem them from an area destroying their life and they trample you. If a brother’s life is all messed up and 
you’re trying to help him, and he jumps on you, you think, “What in the world is going on here? I’m trying to 
help you.” 
 
In verses 7-12, Jesus teaches on prayer. He says, “Ask, seek, and knock” (Mt. 7:7-8, paraphrased). These three 
verbs, ask, seek, and knock, are all in the Greek tense which refers to continuous actions. It’s in a particular 
tense and it refers to something continually happening. In other words, ask and keep on asking. Knock and keep 
on knocking. We must continually seek. 
This will work for any person. I tell you, I’ve used this verse, Matthew 7:7, many times in my life in times of 
discouragement. I say, “God, I don’t care; if I continue to keep knocking and looking, the answer has to come in 
time. It has to.” It’s a really faith-building verse for me. 
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DON’T BE DISCOURAGED WHEN YOUR PRAYERS AREN’T IMMEDIATELY ANSWERED 
“Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, 
will he give him a serpent? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him” (Mt. 7:9-11)! 
 
The point here is this: don’t be discouraged by the time element. That’s what He’s getting at. It may not look 
like that on the surface. Jesus knew there would be a time element many times when people prayed. Persevering 
faith, knowing the Father is generous and willing, even if it appears for a season that He isn’t going to give it to 
you: He will give you the loaf and not the snake. If it appears that the snake is remaining there, hang on. He’s 
appealing to discouragement because of time. Stay there, and the loaf, the bread, will come. A revelation of the 
love and the generosity of God is essential for a healthy prayer life. There are two things that are equally 
essential: who you are in Christ, and God’s love for you. If you don’t believe God loves you, you’ll have no 
basis in praying because you can’t have faith. That’s so essential right there. Jesus knew the mechanics of 
prayer and its relationship to the time element before the prayer was going to be fulfilled. He spoke directly 
about God’s willingness to give. God is willing to give. He knew people would get discouraged. 
 
“WHATEVER YOU WANT MEN TO DO TO YOU, DO ALSO TO THEM” 
Verse 12 ties in to the whole subject of prayer. “Therefore…” You want to see what it’s there for. It’s all tied 
into verses 7-11. “Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the 
Prophets” (Mt. 7:12). This is the key to prayer, walking in love. You’ll never have a prayer life without walking 
in love. It’s kind of a hidden thing; that’s what He’s getting at. Galatians 5:6 says faith works through love.  
 
AN EXHORTATION ON THE NECESSITY OF DOING WHAT HE SAYS 
Jesus finished His sermon after that verse. The Sermon on the Mount is now over. He has laid forth all His 
principles. Now He’s going to give an exhortation on the necessity of doing what He just said. He’s taught it; all 
the principles have been revealed. He ends the teaching on prayer in verse 12 with the necessity to walk in love. 
What is your response going to be to the great teaching? That’s the emphasis from verses 13-27 to the end of 
the chapter here. What is your response when temptation and pressure confront you? You have to respond 
according to the principles we just laid out. He’s going to show you that you must respond to it if you’re 
genuine. 
 
Verse 15. Most of you know what’s going on here. A lot of people in the Body of Christ hear this stuff, say, 
“Praise God,” underline the verse and don’t do it. He’s giving a serious warning about doing it after you’ve 
heard it. What I want to say is that from verses 15-23, He’s predominantly addressing, and this verse warns 
about, those who seem to accept a standard of life presented in this sermon yet in reality don’t. He’s talking 
predominantly about men in ministry being proven and tested. He’s talking about prophets, men who say they 
have a ministry. Remember that when you read this passage. 
 
People say, “I have a ministry.” 
 
Jesus says, “That’s good, but be proven.” There’s nothing wrong with being proven first. It’s a necessary, 
biblical thing for someone to be proven before you release them. They need to have substantial fruit in this area. 
Because Jesus is warning about ministries that look so good, who claim to be walking in these verses, but He 
says, “Let fruit come out before you set them in.” This is a real warning to church leaders. I want you to grasp 
that. 
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ROTTENNESS IN LEADERSHIP WILL BE EXPOSED IN TIME 
Verse 18. Here’s a principle of life. A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, nor a rotten tree good fruit. What you 
are has to come out in time. If you’re not really walking this stuff out—I don’t mean you’re insincere; you just 
haven’t accumulated these things in your life—God tells the leadership of the church, “Wait a while before you 
put that prophet in.” If it’s not truly there, it will come forth in the process of time. He can’t keep the good talk 
up continually; he’s going to have to fudge sooner or later. If he has a rotten heart still, if it hasn’t been purified 
wholly or to the place where he should be a leader, it has to come out sooner or later. Just hold off for a while. 
He’ll start lying, fudging, doing this and that. Rottenness in leadership will be exposed in time. He says, “You 
let some time go by.” He can’t keep faking forever. 
 
That’s a good principle to know. There are a lot of men who say they’re prophets and say they have 
“ministries,” and they want to be raised up immediately. You have to be proven to be righteous. Endure for a 
while; let righteousness flow out of you. Let everyone see it. Because there will be many false prophets in the 
last days. You can’t mistake it if you just be patient. Have mercy on us when we seem to be treating you with 
too much patience. This eldership will fall under eternal judgment if we lay hands on you and you’re fake. I 
don’t want to lay hands on someone and stand before God. I set a man in and he becomes a wolf, but he looked 
good for twelve months but I never let his fruit be known. God says I will share his sin (1 Tim. 5:22). I’ll share 
in the ravenous effect that he had in the flock. I’m responsible for that. I’m just not interested in that. 
Sometimes we seem slow, but man, is it serious. 
 
Just go ahead and minister. You don’t need permission to minister. 
 
MANY WHO PROPHESY AND CAST OUT DEMONS WILL BE DISAPPOINTED IN THAT DAY 
Verse 22. “Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out 
demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’” (Mt. 7:22). Number one: there’s a wicked 
spirit where people can prophesy in the name of the Lord and cast out devils and everything else. I think more 
than anything, they’re the ones claiming to cast devils out. Jesus didn’t say they cast them out; they said they 
did. You have a lot of people who are in ministry at a really low level and they think they’re in the big time. 
They’re not actually casting out devils; they’re just performing a ceremony. They’ll stand before the Lord and 
say, “I cast out devils!” 
 
“Naw, you didn’t cast out devils. That was just some little thing you guys concocted emotionally.” 
 
Jesus didn’t say they did it; He said they said they did it. I just wanted to throw that in. Verse 23. He will 
declare, “I never knew you” (Mt. 7:23). These aren’t backsliders. He never did know them. This is in contrast to 
the virgins, the ten virgins. Five of them had oil in their lamps, and the other five were not prepared at all. They 
were part of the bride. Jesus looks at them and says, “I don’t know you” (Mt. 25:12, paraphrased). He never 
said, “I never knew you.” He said, “I don’t know you now.” They were people prepared and they fell away 
under pressure. 
 
This group here, He never knew them. This has the word never and the other one does not. These were people 
who never had the Spirit of God moving in their lives, never. 
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FOUNDATION IS TESTED IN LIVING THESE THINGS IN YOUR HEART 
Verses 24-29 are just giving you the test. If you respond under pressure and temptation rightly, you really have 
this stuff. If someone gets mad at you and you get angry, you don’t have this in your life yet. If someone can 
insult you and you get angry for two days or two hours, you don’t have foundation in your life yet. Foundation 
is tested in living in these things in your heart. That’s a true foundation. He’s talking to believers who have 
heard this sermon. When a woman walks by and you don’t lust after her, then you’re getting foundation. When 
you don’t tell lies and you don’t have to tell oaths, when you’re totally honest, you’re getting foundations. 
When you don’t need to call another man a fool, you’re starting to get foundation. 
 
It’s a funny thing: most everyone assumes they have a foundation. A man has been saved three weeks in the 
Lord; he reads this and says, “Praise God, I’m glad I have foundation.” 
 
Foundation in your life is a difficult and time-consuming thing. A lot of good believers don’t have foundation. 
When someone offends them, they get downcast and nagging, and they strike back. They don’t have foundation 
yet. That’s not bad; they just need to get it. They need not assume everyone has foundation. Just be really 
honest with yourself. 
 
Transition twenty. Luke 6:20-49 is similar, although it adds some things. I comment on the things you don’t 
find in the Sermon on the Mount. This is Luke’s version of the Sermon on the Mount. He probably got it from 
Mary, the mother of Jesus. That’s where Luke got most of his gospel: from Mary. This was Mary’s account of 
this beautiful sermon that she heard her young Son preaching. This is what she remembered of it. The other one 
is from Matthew’s point of view. This might be a woman’s point of view: two different hearts that gleaned the 
same message. 
 
GOD DELIGHTS IN PROSPERING THE MAN HE CAN TRUST 
Verse 38. Everyone knows this, but this is dynamic. We have this measuring thing again: “Give, and it will be 
given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For 
with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you” (Lk. 6:38). 
 
This is the biblical way to prosperity. God delights in prospering the man He can trust. “Whatever measure”: 
this has no limitation on it whatsoever. That’s a stirring verse to me. Anything that I can give financially to help 
out another person or to continue to help the kingdom of God, anything that I can do, God says, “Whatever”: 
it’s that word whatever that stirs my heart. Whatever: God will see that it is brought back. That stirs me so 
much.  
 
Lenard Ravenhill was talking about the judgment seat of Christ. He pointed straight at me and said, “Every 
dime, every penny that you make, you’ll make an account of before God on the last day.” That hit me for my 
own personal life tremendously. Everything I’ve made, I will give an account of.  
 
You say, “That’s terrible.” That’s only terrible if you’re not using your money rightly. It’s great! For only a 
short season in this world, for just a few years, I can take a dollar bill and make it into eternal riches. It’s a 
funny thing that I can take a little piece of paper, give it to someone, and there in heaven that’s added to my 
account. You can’t do that once you get into the eternal city. You can only do that while you’re here. 
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Here’s what really struck me when he said that. I was thinking of an elder of the church. Every dime that comes 
into this place, we will give an account of how it’s spent. That’s a fearful thing when you get hold of that. A lot 
of preachers have big allowances for this and that and all these things. They’ll stand before God and He will 
say, “The tithe, My money, what did you do with it?” 
 
There are going to be a lot of embarrassed preachers. I’ve been running around for the last ten days turning 
lights out everywhere. I’m not joking. I don’t want one penny on unnecessary electricity spent around here. I’m 
going to stand before Him and give an account, and He’ll say, “That was My money you were wasting.” 
Sometimes you can take that too far. You can, but I want to be fanatical about it. The eye of God will call me to 
account. “Why didn’t you change what was wrong?” 
 
“Lord…” 
 
“You had authority to do it, so why didn’t you?” 
 
“Where was Will, then?” 
 
“I already talked to Will. He came here a few years earlier than you. I already gave him a talking to.” 
 
“Matt, Allen, you guys…” 
 
It’s not funny; it’s a very serious thing. We will give an account for every dime we made; every penny we made 
we will give an account of. It just makes you say, “Wow, you’re kidding.” That privilege of taking a dollar bill 
and making it an eternal treasure, you can only do that on this side of eternity. You can’t do that later. 
 
IT’S IMPOSSIBLE TO MOVE AS HE MOVED WITHOUT LIVING AS HE LIVED 
The only other verse I want to talk about here is verse 40. It says, “A pupil is not above his teacher” (Lk. 6:40). 
If He submitted to persecution, if He submitted to fasting, etc., then we have to submit to it as well if we want to 
walk in His anointing. If we could have His anointing without His disciplined lifestyle, we would be greater 
than He is and that’s impossible. I can’t get the flow of God through me in any other way than He did. 
 
If Jesus had to fast and pray and be totally disciplined, totally disciplined to have that release of power, if I had 
that same power without needing the same discipline, I would be greater than He. It’s impossible to move as He 
moved without living as He lived. When fully trained, when fully matured in faith and obedience, you’ll be just 
like Him. You’ll be anointed like He is. I’ve never met a man who was fully trained as Jesus was. Everyone, 
when he’s fully trained, will be like the Teacher. I thought, “God, if only it was unattainable, I could rest.” If it 
was unattainable I could kick back. It is attainable, so there’s something that drives you to crazy extremes. 
 
Notice the promise: when fully matured in faith and obedience you’ll be like Jesus. Luke 14:26 says that if 
you’ll hate your life, then you can be discipled by Jesus. He promises to fully disciple you like He discipled 
Peter and Paul by the Spirit of God. Who discipled Paul? The Spirit of God discipled Him as closely and 
precisely as Jesus did Peter in person. The Lord Jesus can disciple you just like He did the twelve. 
 
I used to say, “Man, I wish I were in the days when I could walk with Him.” 
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Here’s what the Word of God says: “If you’ll hate your life, I’ll train you in the same personal way that I 
trained Peter, James, and John.” I never met a man who lived like that. It’s in the Word of God. 
 
I want to be trained. Paul was tutored with the same precision as Peter. He never saw Jesus in the natural. 
Maybe he did. He certainly didn’t follow Him. That’s challenging, isn’t it? 
 
JESUS HEALS THE SERVANT OF THE ROMAN CENTURION 
Chapter 8. This is the Roman centurion. He has a sick servant. He says to the Lord, “Lord, I am not worthy for 
You to come under my roof, but just say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I also am a man under 
authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to this one, ‘Go!’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come!’ and he 
comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this!’ and he does it” (Mt. 8:8-9). 
 
Jesus marvels that he has great faith. I used to read that and think, “I don’t understand.” 
 
Matthew 8:9 says, “I too am a man under authority.” This implied that the centurion recognized that Jesus had 
great authority over sickness and disease because He was under the Father’s authority. The Father possesses all 
authority, and the centurion knew that. He said, “I’m under Caesar, and because I’m under Caesar, I can tell 
those soldiers to do that and they have to because they’re under Caesar.” 
 
This is what he was saying to Jesus: “I recognize that You’re under the Father. That’s why disease has to leave 
when You speak to it: because You’re a man fully of God.” 
 
Jesus says, “Amazing. Number one that you know all disease has to flee, and number two that you know I come 
from the Father. That’s amazing insight for a Gentile that doesn’t know the Scriptures. Number one that I can 
heal every time, everyone, anytime, everywhere, and that God the Father is the one sending Me.” 
 
That’s pretty amazing for a man with no biblical background. Jesus said, “This is amazing; how did you get 
that? My people I heal in big crusades and they still don’t believe. I tell them I’m from the Father and they still 
don’t believe. You know that. How do you know that?” 
 
The policeman can exercise authority over you because he’s under the US government who has authority over 
you. The centurion was saying Jesus was of God and healing was easy for Him. “You don’t have to come to my 
house. Speak it. I know who You are.” 
 
Jesus says, “Amazing.” That’s that story there. 
 
JESUS HEALS THE GRIEVING WIDOW’S ONLY SON 
Let’s go on to another page, page five. Verse 13. The Lord sees a woman in a funeral procession whose only 
son has just died. He feels compassion for the woman and He tells her to weep no more. Compassion is the 
same thing as love. Faith works through love. Faith that wants your glory isn’t nearly so powerful. It’s the kind 
of faith that sees the poor, crippled boy, and doesn’t want to be a big healer, but wants to deliver that poor, 
crippled boy. God says, “A pure motive like that I can flow through.” 
 
When your motive is pure, when you want the deliverance of that person instead of the miracle campaign with 
your name in front, it’s going to work. His faith is moving through His compassion. Jesus at this point revealed 
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the Father’s heart. Remember in John 14 and in a number of other passages, Scripture says that Jesus was the 
exact representation of the Father’s nature (Jn. 14:7-9; Heb. 1:3). When Jesus looked with compassion and was 
concerned about that woman weeping, that tells you the Father is full of compassion and He’s concerned when 
you weep. Jesus perfectly revealed the Father. Everything He did revealed the Father. I read those verses and it 
just blesses me. When my heart is broken, the Father looks at me with compassion. 
 
JESUS LOOSES THE POWER OF GOD BY COMMANDING THE DEAD 
Verse 14. He came up touched the coffin and said, “Young man, I say to you, ‘Arise!’” (Lk. 8:14, NASB). Jesus 
looses the power of God by commanding the dead. He commands the dead. He didn’t request the Father to do it. 
Jesus is demonstrating how a son of God should pray for the sick. Peter did it the same way in Acts 3. He 
commanded the man to rise and walk. They were commanding, binding, and loosing. They weren’t saying, “Oh 
Father, will You do that?”  
 
In John 11, Jesus just went there and said, “Father, I’m glad You heard Me; Lazarus, come forth” (Jn. 11:41-43, 
paraphrased). He took authority as the Son of God and released the power of God in that circumstance. That’s 
His style of praying here. He was demonstrating how a son of God should live. 
I think there’s a difference. If you’re ignorant, maybe there’s not a difference. As I begin to get more interested 
in details, God holds me accountable to pray rightly. 
 
Matthew 11. The next transition. I’m giving you a chronological thing. Everything is in order here. Verse 2. 
Now John is in prison, and hearing of the works of Jesus, he sends word by his disciples. They ask Him, “Are 
You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else” (Mt. 11:3, NASB)? 
 
Jesus responds, “Go and tell John the things which you hear and see: The blind see and the lame walk; the 
lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them. And 
blessed is he who is not offended because of Me” (Mt. 11:4-6). 
 
Luke 7 tells us there were two disciples here. The background is very important. The time is approximately 
September 28 A.D.—two years after John baptized Jesus in A.D. 26. John was covering the lower half of Judea. 
Jesus was most of the time up in Galilee. John was preparing the way around Jerusalem and Judea for Him to 
come. People were hearing about John. John had been there for two or three years preaching his heart out. 
Everyone in Jerusalem knew who John was. John knew Jesus’ messiahship very well. John isn’t confused or 
doubting about Jesus.  
 
This is just my own little quirk, but I have to say this. I have such a love for John the Baptist in my heart. I love 
this man. I love the violence in this man. Many of us want to order our life after John. He’s the greatest man 
who ever lived. I long to meet him in the eternal city. I just can’t stand the way preachers have murdered his 
reputation by preaching this wrongly. This isn’t even necessarily theological; this is more heartfelt and 
sentimental. I’m appealing for John, my brother. The greatest man is so butchered by the preaching of men. 
 
John knew Jesus’ messiahship very well. John saw the dove descend upon Him, He heard the Father’s voice. 
They were cousins who both experienced unusual births, and they knew the family stories. John told his 
followers to follow Jesus. All the Jews knew the major messianic prophecies. Isaiah 65, quoted here, was a 
major messianic prophecy. Every Jew knew Isaiah 61. John’s disciples were especially acquainted with the 
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prophecies of the Messiah. They were very zealous, religious men. They knew Isaiah 61. He quoted it and they 
said, “Yes, we get what you’re saying.” 
 
John was in prison; John knew he was going to die. He wanted his disciples to follow Jesus. John knew his 
disciples and he knew they wouldn’t follow Him until they were convinced. He knew they needed to be 
convinced, because he was going to be cut off very soon. John asked them to ask Jesus a question. John is in 
prison and he says, “Hey, do me a favor. Go ask Jesus a question, OK?” Almost as though they were doing it 
for John’s sake. But really, this was for the benefit of the two disciples, not John. He wanted them to know the 
answer. He knew the answer. 
 
Jesus heals many, many people. Luke 7:21 adds this, giving the same story. At this very time Jesus cured many 
people of diseases, afflictions, and evil spirits. He granted sight. He did that right after they asked the question. 
They asked the question, “Who are You?” 
 
Immediately He heals many diseases and afflictions, casts out evil spirits, and gives sights to the blind. Jesus 
says, “Go and tell John the things you have seen and heard” (Lk. 7:22). Then He quotes Isaiah 61. 
 
They say, “Who are you?” 
 
He heals all the people, and He says, “Now go and tell John. Go and tell him that the blind receive sight, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the dead are raised, etc.” 
 
“BLESSED IS HE, WHOEVER IS NOT OFFENDED IN ME” 
He does all this because these guys have been hanging around with John the whole time. They don’t know 
Jesus; they haven’t been following Him. They say, “Who are You, Jesus?” 
 
He heals many afflicted, many blind. They know Isaiah 61, and He turns to them and quotes the passage, “Go 
and tell John what happens.” They’re going back thinking, “Oh man, He’s the Messiah.” 
 
He said, “But wait. Before you leave. One little statement for you two especially. Blessed is he who keeps from 
stumbling over Me. Bye now! Go and tell John” (Jn. 7:23, paraphrased). 
 
“We’re following John; we love righteousness. What did He mean by that statement?” This was a warning not 
to have a wrong spirit towards Jesus to those two men. 
 
People stumble over what God doesn’t do more than what He does do. When God allows something like the 
soon-coming death of John the Baptist and Jesus doesn’t intervene, this causes many people to stumble. These 
two men saw Him as the Messiah. Jesus knew and John knew that he was going to be cut off very soon. Jesus 
said, “They’ll see these messianic signs, but they’ll say, ‘If He is the Messiah, why did He not intervene?” 
 
He says, “Wait! Before you go, I will give you one little warning. If I don’t intervene, don’t stumble over Me. 
Just remember that warning. You’re blessed if you don’t stumble over what I’m not going to do.” 
 
They loved John. They couldn’t imagine the most righteous man in the earth besides Jesus getting cut off. “If 
you were the Messiah, you would have stopped him.” 
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“Ah, ah, remember the warning: ‘Blessed are you if you don’t stumble over what I don’t do.’” Jesus knew John 
was soon to die. They didn’t want John’s disciples to reject Jesus’ messiah-ship. Why? Because Jesus allowed 
John to die. That’s what they would be tempted to do. Wouldn’t you? They would be tempted to believe the true 
Messiah would have intervened to save John. He warned them in advance to keep their spirit right. Then they 
take off, and He turns to the multitudes, who misunderstand in the same way. 
 
I’m sure those two men were confused. Now He’s going to turn around, in Matthew 11:7, and address the 
multitudes. “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? But what did you go 
out to see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. But what 
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet” (Mt. 11:7-9). 
 
BLESSED IS THE MAN WHO STAYS FERVENT EVEN WHEN GOD IS SILENT 
Jesus had such a love for John. He couldn’t help defending him right there in front of the multitude. “What did 
you go out to see? A man clothed in soft clothing? Behold, those people who wear soft clothing are in king’s 
palaces.” All John had to do is quit preaching righteousness and he wouldn’t have been in the prison; he would 
have been in the palace. He didn’t want soft clothing. But he never wavered; he wanted to be in prison for 
righteousness’ sake. Not that he wanted prison, but he chose prison over compromising in the palace. He wasn’t 
a wavering man. He didn’t want soft clothing; he wanted truth. 
 
“Did you go out to see a prophet?” Jesus must have smiled. “More than a prophet is John. This is the one about 
whom it was written.” The Old Testament talks about this great prophet of God. “Among those born of a 
woman, there’s not anyone greater than John the Baptist. Let it never be said that he’s wavering in prison over 
something as insignificant as physical death” (Mt. 11:10-11, paraphrased). All he ever wanted his whole life 
was the eternal kingdom. The day it was dawning he was going to enter into the eternal kingdom, do you think 
he was wavering? He wasn’t living for this world. He ate locusts and honey in the desert in isolation in the 
wilderness. He thought, “Finally it is finished and I can enter into the glory of the Father.” 
 
“Hey man, do you think John is wavering? You have to be kidding Me!” 
 
I feel like I’ve now justified my friend John. Verse 6 is the thrust of that whole story. Don’t stumble over God 
when He doesn’t heal and do the things He should be doing. Blessed is the man who stays fervent even when 
God is silent. That man or woman is blessed. 
 
“God, I’m just going to quit.” Well, you’re not a blessed man; you don’t have foundation yet. That’s a really 
heavy point. 
 
THE GREATEST MAN WHO EVER LIVED, AFTER JESUS 
“Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but 
he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he” (Mt. 11:11). John was greatest in rank. I believe 
John is the greatest man that ever lived besides Jesus. John wasn’t one spirit with God. He wasn’t a fully mature 
son like it says in Galatians. Those under the law were children. They were under tutors. John was under a tutor. 
Those who were born again, or those who came to the Lord after Jesus, were full sons. 
 
We have all the rights and privileges of sonship. We have the Spirit of God dwelling in us. John didn’t have that 
privilege. Though John is the greatest in rank, you have an even greater privilege than he had. 
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They said, “Can we sit at the right hand and the left hand?” 
 
He said, “It is not for Me to give.” 
 
First of all, Jesus is at the Father’s right hand. The Father is at Jesus’ left hand. There’s one man at the right 
hand of Jesus. I really believe it’s going to be John. That’s my thing. I love John. What a man, what a man 
ruthless for righteousness. It’s admirable. If you need to have a hero, pick John.  
 
“THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN SUFFERS VIOLENCE, AND THE VIOLENT TAKE IT BY FORCE” 
Let’s go on. “From the days of John the Baptist until now”—from the days that John came into ministry until 
now—“the kingdom of God suffers violence, and the violent take it by force” (Mt. 11:12). The violent men 
taking it by force were Jesus and John. Up until John, no one could do this. It wasn’t the right timing for them to 
do this. The Messiah had not come. 
From John onwards, from then until now, heaven is suffering violence. Jesus was talking about His own 
ministry and John’s ministry. He says, “Violent men are taking the kingdom forcibly.” 
 
Jesus and John’s ministry were violent. They weren’t physically violent, but they were tremendously 
aggressive. To suffer violence means this: to allow violence or to permit and to honor that exceptional violence. 
When it says heaven will suffer violence, it means heaven will allow and heaven will honor that exceptionally 
violent heart. Heaven will give that man what he wants. These exceptionally aggressive men are going after the 
fullness of God with a refusal to be denied. 
 
This is the quality of man in ministry that Jesus and John had. They wouldn’t be denied, and for them heaven 
was wide open. They took it with such an aggression. Heaven will permit it; heaven will suffer that kind of 
aggression to happen. Heaven will honor that kind of aggression. Does that not provoke your righteous soul? I 
know that it does. 
 
“ALL THE PROPHETS AND THE LAW PROPHESIED UNTIL JOHN” 
“For all the prophets and the Law prophesied until John. And if you are willing to accept it, John himself is 
Elijah who was to come. He who has ears to hear, let him hear” (Mt. 11:13-15). 
 
In other words, from the new covenant, from John onward, you can have as much of God as you desire. Mark 
4:24: by your standard of measure it will be measured to you. God no longer limits Himself to the prophets; He 
no longer limits Himself to working under the old covenant. The Law had many limitations in your walk with 
God. After John came, the Law was no longer a system of limitation. Up until John, the Law and the Prophets 
had many limitations. From now on, violently aggressive men will be honored by heaven and they’ll have what 
they want. That’s from John onward. Isn’t that exciting? The kingdom of God now suffers, now permits, violent 
aggression. It’s not about asking, but about taking it by force. Ooo! 
 
“WISDOM WILL BE VINDICATED BY HER DEEDS” 
Let’s go on. Verse 16. “But to what shall I compare this generation” (Mt. 11:16)? He’s talking to people in 
Galilee. He looks at them and says, “You’re all like children sitting in the marketplace, calling out, ‘We played 
the flute but you would not dance. We sang a dirge, but you would not mourn.’ John came not eating or 
drinking and you say he has a devil. The Son of Man eats and drinks and you say, ‘Behold a gluttonous man and 
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a drunkard, praying with tax collectors and sinners!’ But wisdom will be vindicated by her deeds” (v. 16-19, 
paraphrased). 
 
Number one: I think it’s an interesting commentary on the life of John. Look at verse 18. John wasn’t a man 
known for eating and drinking. John was an ascetic man. You don’t want to glorify asceticism, but no one could 
say that John was an overeater or one who was given to food and luxury. As a matter of fact, they never saw 
him eat or drink because they lived in such isolation, praying and fasting constantly. 
 
Verse 17. He’s talking about Himself and John. “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we 
mourned to you, and you did not lament” (Mt. 11:17). 
 
Here’s what He’s saying: “John and I have promised glorious things if you submit to the Father. We promised 
you a positive gospel, but you wouldn’t dance. You wouldn’t respond to the positive message. Then we went 
and sang a dirge, a funeral song, and you wouldn’t mourn. We gave warnings of judgment, and that didn’t 
change you either. In fact, under these great blessings and great warnings, great promises of blessings and great 
warnings of judgment, you were like children playing. They went totally unnoticed by you as if they’re not real. 
What kind of generation are you?” 
 
I read that, and things that are in the Word of God, and sometimes I’m like a child playing in the street. God is 
giving forth the sound of glory and the sound of warning. It goes right by me, like children playing, heedless of 
what is happening in front of my eyes. Who wants to be like that? I sure don’t, but I am sometimes. 
 
He says, “Wisdom will be vindicated by her children” (Lk. 7:35, NASB)—or deeds. Wisdom is manifested by 
what happens. In other words, Jesus was saying, “Watch John’s ministry, watch My ministry, and see what it 
produces. You think that we’re off base,” but their ministry resulted in righteousness being established in other 
people’s life. Their ministry resulted in a manifestation of power. “You guys think we’re wrong, but 
everywhere we minister people end up getting righteous and people end up getting healed.” In other words, 
“God is with us as indicated by the fruit of our ministry. We produce righteous people and heal people 
everywhere we go.” 
 
Jesus was telling them that they were rejecting God by rejecting Jesus. “My wisdom will be vindicated by what 
I do. Who is right or wrong will be vindicated by the outcome. I’ll be sitting at the right hand of God. I have a 
ministry producing righteousness. You’ll end up in hell. You don’t have a ministry. Then the children of 
wisdom will see who has real wisdom. Wisdom will be made known by what happens in the end. Just wait and 
see.” 
 
A WOMAN ANOINTS JESUS WITH COSTLY PERFUME 
One more transition. Luke 7:47. The woman comes in, the sinful woman, and anoints Jesus feet with perfume. 
Twice this happens. It happens here and then it happens a year and a half later. Mary, the sister of Lazarus, does 
this again with an alabaster vile. So don’t confuse the story. No one knows who it is. It’s not Mary of 
Magdalene. You can’t say that. It’s a year and a half later. I would like Allen or some scholar like that to figure 
out why there were two anointings that far apart. There must be something in that; I just don’t know what it is. 
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She comes and wets His feet with her tears and pours this thing all over Jesus. The Pharisees said, “I don’t get 
it. You know what kind of woman this is. You need to tell her to get lost. You’re not a prophet, or You would 
know who she is.” 
 
He looks at Simon, the Pharisee, and says, “Simon, you gave Me no kiss. Since I’ve come in here, she hasn’t 
stopped kissing My feet” (Lk. 7:45, paraphrased). Imagine kissing a man’s dirty feet after walking through the 
city. “You didn’t anoint My head, but she anointed My feet. For this reason I say to you, her sins which are 
many have been forgiven, for she loves much. He who is forgiven little loves little” (v. 46-47, paraphrased). 
 
It’s continual recognition of where you came from, which is sin and the devil’s domain, and the knowledge of 
His great grace which has been freely given to you. If you have that continual recognition, it will produce a 
gratitude for salvation in your heart. I try to always remember that God has forgiven me. When you cease to be 
grateful for salvation in a heartfelt way like this woman, then you’ll lose a measure of your ability to remain 
zealous for God. When I forget where I came from and where I’m going, I lose my zealousness. I know where I 
came from. My heart was against God. He forgave me. The continual recognition of what you were before the 
new creation and then who you are in the new creation is the very necessary ingredient for continued zeal. 
 
He wasn’t telling the woman, “He who is forgiven little loves little.” He was saying, “He who recognizes that 
he was forgiven little loves little.”  
 
Everyone has been forgiven much. When you lose the recognition you were forgiven much, you lose your zeal 
for God. I don’t care if you’re a saint walking in victory for thirty years. I’ve purposed in my heart that I will 
never, never lose the gratitude in my heart of knowing where I’ve come from, what God has done, and His 
mercy towards me. That is what will keep me motivated and zealous. I think it’s a very important principle for 
spiritual maturity, to maintain gratitude in your heart. You’ve heard me say it a number of times. When you lose 
gratitude, you’ll lose zeal. Gratitude must stay there as a heartfelt thing. Many times I’ll come to a passage like 
this, and just read it and meditate on where I came from. Why? So I can have gratitude rise in my heart again 
because I feel my zeal waning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


