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Session 5 Harmony of the Gospels 
 
INTRODUCTION 
This is the healing of the blind man. Tonight I’ll go more slowly, because I have a little more time than last 
week. In verse 6, Jesus asked the blind man a question: “Do you wish to get well” (Jn. 5:6, NASB)? 
 
On the notes I wrote, “Jesus asks no idle question.” That’s a very important statement. Many people remain sick 
and in sin for lack of a deep determination to be delivered by faith and obedience. Jesus had a word of 
knowledge on that man. In every single question Jesus ever asked that gets recorded in the Word of God, every 
single one, Jesus is getting a word of knowledge on that particular need and the thing that’s holding the power 
of God from flowing. He reveals and speaks it to the person. 
 
The man changed his attitude and came to the conclusion in verse 7. In essence he says, “Yes, I’m ready to go 
now” (Jn. 5:7, paraphrased). 
 
There might have been a time gap between verses 6-7, He may have talked to him for twenty minutes; we don’t 
know. Jesus was trying to draw out a determination in his soul to get healed. Actually he had a sin problem. 
Verse 14 tells us that. “Afterwards Jesus found the man and said to him, ‘Behold, you have become well. Don’t 
sin anymore, or something worse will happen” (Jn. 5:14, paraphrased). The implication is that he was sick 
because he sinned. Jesus sought him out to finish the healing, knowing that it wouldn’t be sustained if he went 
back into sin in this particular case. 
 
Faith can’t operate to the degree that you’re not under God’s authority. Jesus looks at the guy. A lot of people 
don’t get out of sin and they don’t get healed because they don’t have a deep determination in their soul to get 
out of it. 
 
Jesus said, “Do you want it?” That was a searching question. That wasn’t an idle question. 
 
In verse 19, Jesus is speaking to the Jews, the Jewish leaders. “Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do 
nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner. For 
the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself does; and He will show Him greater works 
than these, that you may marvel” (Jn. 5:19-20). 
 
Jesus lived in dependence on the Father. He would never go beyond the Father’s word, nor would He settle for 
anything less than the Father’s word. He would never do what the Father wasn’t doing, nor would He come up 
short if He had something in His heart for Jesus to do. 
 
We have in this verse both obedience and faith. He refused to walk in disobedience and unbelief. Verse 20. The 
Father revealed His plans generally and specifically to Jesus. Jesus knew it was the Father’s will to deliver 
mankind. The Father showed Him that as a man full of God, He was to deliver men. He knew that from the 
Father. That was the general revelation He had. “The Father shows Me everything He’s doing. Generally, I 
want to deliver humanity.” Specifically the Father led Him to go to this location or that one, because He was 
restricted to the flesh and blood of one Man. He couldn’t be in Galilee and Jerusalem at the same time. He had 
to go where the Father told Him to go. 
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I used to read this verse thinking that God the Father would only heal one here and one there. Generally God 
has revealed to Jesus that He delivers. The specific element was where He should have been delivering and at 
what point and time. Should He spend this night praying? Should He start a church? It was that kind of thing. It 
wasn’t so much that He went in the crowd and picked this guy to heal; not as though He said yes on that one 
and no on that one. Do you understand that? Generally speaking, God revealed that He was a deliverer. 
Specifically He revealed where He was to do it, the manner of His ministry, and how it was to develop. 
 
“HE WHO HEARS MY WORD AND BELIEVES . . . HAS EVERLASTING LIFE” 
In verse 24, Jesus speaks of divine revelation. “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and 
believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death 
into life” (Jn. 5:24). “The man whose heart has exploded in the knowledge of the Word of God and believes 
Him who sent Me, He has eternal life.” 
 
Eternal life is quantitative and qualitative. Think about that. Eternal life speaks of quantity. It’s eternal. It also 
speaks of quality. Life is the emphasis. It’s life that happens to go on forever and forever. The whole point of 
salvation is to get people full of this miracle-working life, to get that inside of their bodies while they’re on the 
earth. It’s a miracle-working life that transforms a heart of lust, as well as raises people from the dead. It deals 
with character and miracles. God wants to get that life inside of people so that they can do what Jesus did and 
do what He did. It’s a life that goes on forever and forever. 
 
Normally people read those verses and get so hung up on the eternal that they forget that this is a qualitative, not 
just quantitative statement. The man who hears, whose heart opens in revelation, will walk in the fullness of that 
life. 
 
HE SOUGHT NOT HIS OWN WILL, BUT THE WILL OF HIS FATHER 
Verse 30. “I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because I do not seek 
My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me” (Jn. 5:30). 
 
Jesus reveals how a son of God relates to the Father. Like I said, the reason I believe the details in the Gospels 
is because God wanted to demonstrate how a man full of God could live. It’s not a historian’s account of how 
great God is. That’s not what the Gospels are written for. It’s insight on what it looks like when a man lives full 
of God. Jesus is opening His heart and showing His relationship with the Father so that we will know how we 
relate to the Father if we want to live how He lived. That’s the reason for this statement. It’s not just a historical 
record. Jesus reveals how a son of God relates to the Father. 
 
The woes of Matthew 23 were pronounced only after hearing clearly from the Father. Jesus said, “I don’t judge 
until the Father tells Me to.” Jesus was totally unbiased and unprejudiced because He had no self-interest. When 
He made a self-judgment, it was from totally pure motives. That’s why God gave Him all authority, because He 
has no self-interest. That’s where we have to get. If we want the authority that God gave Jesus Christ, we have 
to have the unbiasedness that He walked in. This is the type of man to whom God the Father will give much 
authority. He had a just judgment every time He gave it. 
 
Sometimes—I’m only saying this for guys who have my problem. I got really into the rebukes and the woes and 
all that. I think, “If I’m not going to compromise, I have to do all that stuff!” Jesus heard from the Father before 
He did those things. He was dealing with self-righteous, religious men, after confronting them three times in a 
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row. This is His fourth Passover. The same Pharisees, the same scribes, have heard His parables. Then He 
pronounced judgment. This wasn’t just random, off-the-handle yelling. He went through hours of conversation 
with them and they willfully refused to turn. 
 
“JOHN WAS A BURNING AND A SHINING LAMP” 
Verse 36. “But I have a greater witness than John’s” (Jn. 5:36). He’s going to give the four witnesses. Verse 35 
is so good: Jesus is describing John and His ministry. John was a lamp that was burning. I want to stand before 
God on the last day and have Him say, “Mike, you were a man who burned with zeal.” I love verse 35. We have 
to do something with that verse. It’s such a fantastic description of a man’s life by Jesus Christ. How would you 
like Jesus to describe your life before the Father on the last day with that statement? 
 
MIRACLES GIVE PROOF OF OUR ONENESS WITH GOD TO THE WORLD 
“But I have a greater witness than John’s; for the works which the Father has given Me to finish—the very 
works that I do—bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me” (Jn. 5:36). 
 
Miracles give proof of our oneness with God to the world. As a matter of fact, miracles spoke more loudly and 
with more authority than John’s ministry did. He says, “The miracles give more credence to what I’m doing 
than the most righteous man that ever lived, John the Baptist.” 
 
Whatever you do, don’t downplay miracles. Jesus saw them as a vital witness to what He was doing—even 
greater than John’s witness. That’s what proved to the world that He had oneness with God. That gave me a 
new appreciation for miracles. 
 
“YOU ARE NOT WILLING TO COME TO ME THAT YOU MAY HAVE LIFE” 
Verses 39-40. “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which 
testify of Me. But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life” (Jn.5:39-40). 
 
He says you can have Bible study but never contact God. Mental Bible study isn’t the same thing as meditation 
and contacting God. He says, “You study all the time, but you have not yet come to Me.” 
 
You need to have Bible study and meditation. They’re not the same. During the first few years after I was 
saved, I spent hours in Bible study, but I felt like I was backsliding in my spirit. This is the word the Lord gave 
me. He said, “You’re searching the Scriptures, but you haven’t yet come to Me in them.” 
 
I have times in my life where I study, and I have times of meditation. Sometimes they overlap to some degree. 
My study time and meditation time are normally two distinct things. You could study night and day and 
backslide in the process. You need to meditate in such a way that you reflect the Word of God in your heart. 
 
Chapter 6:1. There’s a twelve-month gap between those two periods there. I just wanted to point that out to you. 
Transition seventeen. The reason I’m including those transitions is so that when you get done with all these 
notes this year or next summer, you can go step by step with each transition. When you go from one gospel to 
the next, you can have a chronological study of the passages. 
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JESUS HEALS PEOPLE ON THE SABBATH IN ORDER TO PROVOKE A RESPONSE 
Matthew 12. Let’s see what happens in that twelve-month period. That one chapter is all that’s revealed on 
Jesus’ second visit to Jerusalem. One healing of a blind man and one message is the only record of a whole visit 
that He spent there. I wonder what else He did in Jerusalem. 
 
Matthew 12. Remember, Matthew is the one gospel that’s totally non-chronological. You’ll be in Matthew 12 
and then in Matthew 4 six months later. It’s all like that. Matthew didn’t have chronology; his gospel is topical. 
He put the miracles together, the teachings together, the parables together. That’s how Matthew did it. He didn’t 
do it with chronology in mind. That was his prerogative.  
 
The Sabbath. I give a few insights on verse 1. He had three Sabbath confrontations in a row—one in Jerusalem 
and two in Galilee. He’s trying to reveal something to His disciples about the Sabbath. 
 
Verse 2. He and His disciples were doing some things on the Sabbath. The Pharisees said, “Look, Your 
disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath” (Mt. 12:2)! 
 
In Luke they asked Him, “Why” (Lk. 6:2)? 
 
Now here’s why Jesus broke the Sabbath. It looks like He almost deliberately offends them. He goes and says, 
“What would you do if I did something on the Sabbath?” He does this for several Sabbaths in a row. 
 
I said, “Lord, this is crazy; You’re almost offending them on purpose.” 
 
Jesus broke the Sabbath because on issues like that, like Sabbath-breaking, it would immediately reveal the 
heart of the man: whether he was religious and proud, or humble before God. An onlooker would see it. If he 
was religious, it would judge him immediately. If he was humble, he would be totally confused, but his heart 
would be reaching to God. He wouldn’t be throwing stones. Something in his heart would say it was right. He 
would be confused, but sooner or later find the answer. Jesus wanted to bring to surface the heart of those 
religious men so that every man could see it and He could get on with the program. 
 
Jesus actually needed the opposition of the Pharisees so that He could fully reveal what He had to reveal. He 
said, “It is time for their unrighteous hearts to be revealed.” He did something on the Sabbath so that it came 
right to the top. He did it just for that purpose. That was one purpose. It gave them an excellent excuse to reject 
Him. That’s what He was looking for. He gave it to them knowing that if they had a right spirit, it wouldn’t 
offend them. It may confuse them, but ultimately not offend them in the end. We have to be very careful to have 
a humble spirit in fault-finding when a more successful, more anointed ministry comes into town and does some 
wrong things. God will allow them to do wrong, and your heart will rise up, and God will show you your heart. 
We need to have humble spirits when a more successful man in town shows up. Always we have to have that or 
we will be like a Pharisee in the end. We will use their fault or seeming fault as an excuse to condemn 
something that’s right, because we’re operating in a wrong spirit. The Lord really checked me on that. 
 
RULES WERE MADE FOR MEN, AND NOT MEN FOR RULES 
He explains the principle. This is why He could heal on the Sabbath. God made rules to benefit man. He made 
rules to bless man, not to hurt man. He gives an example: that David went into the temple and ate some food 
unlawfully. God didn’t get mad at him for doing that. He did it on the Sabbath.  
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He says, “Listen to this. Every rule God made, it’s because of God’s holiness. A higher reason is because God 
wants to bless you. No rule is designed to hurt you. God didn’t make the Sabbath to starve you but to bless 
you.” 
 
If I’m starving and it’s the Sabbath, though the letter of the law says, “Don’t break the Sabbath,” the whole 
purpose of the Sabbath was to give man rest, relaxation, and refreshment to help him in his life—not to starve 
him. 
 
They had a wrong spirit, so they were constantly missing the intention of God in all His rules. They were 
applying His rules legalistically because they didn’t have a right spirit. They were going to extremes, missing 
the love of God in every rule that God gave. Jesus says this: “If you had known what this means, ‘I desire 
compassion and not sacrifice,’ then you wouldn’t have condemned the innocent man” (Mt. 12:7, paraphrased). 
 
That’s a very interesting statement. In chapter 9:13, which we read last week, He made this very same statement 
to the Pharisees in Capernaum. He said, “Go and learn what this means” (Mt. 9:13). 
 
They didn’t go learn it. They come back and they condemn it. He uses the same verse to the same group of men 
four months later. He says, “You still haven’t gotten the point. God’s rules are to bless men. God’s rules are for 
the good and the deliverance of men, not for religious men to show off their thing and crush men in the 
process.” 
 
Any time we have a rule that’s crushing people instead of lifting them, we need to change the rule. Rules serve 
us; we don’t serve rules. That’s what those men lost sight of constantly. 
 
He says, “Go learn it again. Your system is for you; it’s not you for the system.” Then He goes down and does 
another Sabbath healing after that. 
 
“BEHOLD! MY SERVANT WHOM I HAVE CHOSEN, MY BELOVED” 
Verse 15. Jesus knows that they’re trying to kill Him; so He withdraws from that place. “And great multitudes 
followed Him, and He healed them all. Yet He warned them not to make Him known, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet” (Mt. 12:15-17). He didn’t warn them not to make Him known that it 
might be fulfilled; He healed them all that it might be fulfilled. That can be confusing when you read it like this. 
It’s almost like it relates to verse 16 when it really relates to verse 15. He healed them all in order that what was 
spoken through Isaiah the prophet would be fulfilled. 
 
Then he quotes a prophecy: “Behold! My Servant whom I have chosen, My Beloved in whom My soul is well 
pleased! I will put My Spirit upon Him, And He will declare justice to the Gentiles” (Mt. 12:18). The word 
justice is making wrong things right; making crooked things straight is the sense in which justice is established 
here. Do you hear that? Justice: another word you could use is victory. 
 
JUSTICE IS THE POWER TO MAKE WRONG THINGS RIGHT 
There are three uses of the word justice or judgment in the Old Testament. Number one: to evaluate or to assess 
a situation. That’s one way it’s used. Second: to punish; to bring judgment, punishment, or wrath. 
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Third: the exercise of authority to correct wrong things, to make them right. That’s an administration of 
judgment or justice in a positive way. It’s the deliverance from evil, wickedness, and sickness. Jesus is 
promising to work justice until victory is totally secured in everyone’s life. That’s the prophecy.  
 
Judgment isn’t always negative, but rather it’s the power to make wrong things right. For instance, the judges in 
the Old Testament were men who delivered. They didn’t punish God’s people; they delivered them. They were 
judges who delivered. I want you to learn that word justice. It’s used a few times in the Scriptures that way. 
 
He goes off and describes Jesus in verse 19 in a really beautiful way. In verse 20, he describes His ministry. “He 
will not quarrel nor cry out, nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets. A bruised reed He will not break, and 
smoking flax He will not quench, till He sends forth justice to victory” (Mt. 12:19-20). God says He’s not going 
to crush you. He’s going to heal you. A smoldering wick is flickering, struggling for light, “That potential that’s 
coming forth in you, you’ve lost ground on; you’re in defeat.” But then He adds, “I’m not going to blow it out. I 
will bring you to full blossom if you submit.” 
 
That’s a prophecy that Jesus’ purpose was to come to bring deliverance at every angle: body, soul, and spirit—
every dimension of our lives. Until when? Until He leads justice to victory. That’s His ministry towards your 
life. I go to that prophecy often when my prayer life is bad or things aren’t right. I say, “God, I want to have a 
right prayer life. I’m a smoldering wick going out. I don’t sense the spirit of grace on me when I pray anymore.” 
 
God says, “Get before Me; I’ll fan that thing and bring it alive again.” 
 
That’s one of my favorite descriptions of Jesus in the prophetic Old Testament. It really builds my faith that I 
can have God’s best in everything. 
 
THE GREATEST SYSTEMATIC PRESENTATION OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
Transition number eighteen. In Luke 6, Jesus gives this prophecy. He healed everyone on the Sabbath day. 
Then, on that Sabbath day in Capernaum, He goes up on a mountain and spends the night in prayer. He comes 
back from the mountain and ordains the twelve. He has already been baptized for a year and a half. He has 
about two and a half years to go. It wasn’t four full years; it was about three and three-fourths. 
 
Up to this point He’s been on tour with only the four. He’s ordaining the four and is going to go on a second 
tour in a short while. He spent a night in prayer. Normally you would think He spent the night in prayer to pick 
the twelve, right? That wasn’t the real reason He spent the night in prayer. He knew who the twelve were. All 
He had to do was live in the eternal city. They were on the foundation stones. All He had to do was to read the 
names before He came down. He had no problem with the twelve. He spent the whole night in prayer because 
the next morning He was going to deliver the greatest, complete systematic presentation of the kingdom in the 
Sermon on the Mount. He wanted to receive it from God. Every step, every progression is magnificent. The 
whole thing is totally supernatural. 
 
Matthew 5-7 and John 14-17 are the two greatest statements Jesus ever made as a man. John 14-17 are His 
teachings at the Last Supper, and with the twelve in the garden. This sermon is to Jesus what Romans is to Paul. 
He’s laying out the whole thing to show how a man can walk in the fullness of God. He spent the whole night in 
prayer preparing for this, to give it the next day. He was to give it spontaneously as a man. It’s not like He had a 
photographic memory. He had to move under the anointing and be full of God when He did it. That’s why He 
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spent the night in prayer. I’m sure it was to get confirmation on the twelve. Then He healed more people there 
around on the mountain on the Sabbath. He quoted that prophecy and healed a whole new crowd. 
 
I want to say this. Jesus healed them all, first in Matthew 12 and then a few months earlier in Matthew 8. He 
heals them all again in Luke 6. I want to say this one sentence. Verse 19; page four. The word all refers to the 
percentage healed. The word many refers to the quantity healed. Many never refers to percentage as recorded in 
the Word of God. Every time it says many, there’s a parallel account where it says all. Many always tells you 
the quantity and never the percentage. It’s not like Jesus left a handful out. 
 
That was an interesting insight for me to get hold of. That word caused me a lot of pain for a lot of years.  
 
THE HEARTBEAT AND HIGHEST INTENTION OF GOD’S PURPOSE 
Now we’re on to Matthew 5. Our goal is to go through verses 1-20 tonight. Let’s just read the first sentence or 
two. It’s called “the Sermon on the Mount,” because He’s giving a sermon on a mountain. They named things 
really easily in those days. Jesus lays down the specific character traits of a mature believer. You’ve heard of 
the Beatitudes (Mt. 5:3-12). Those are eight or nine attitudes that they were to have. He lays down the character 
traits of a mature believer. Then He gives specific applications in the rest of the Sermon. He lays down the 
attitudes; then He spends the whole rest of the sermon giving the application: God’s desire and His intention in 
giving the Law. This was God’s highest purpose in giving the Old Testament laws. 
 
Jesus isn’t necessarily giving a new law. He’s giving the heartbeat and highest intention of God. If Jesus would 
have given this to them before the Spirit of God dwelled in them, it would have killed them. Just fulfilling the 
law outwardly was hard enough under the Old Testament. The Ten Commandments were difficult. If they were 
to walk in the spirit of those things, they wouldn’t have a chance. There was no ability to have a clean heart. 
God gave them an outward ability, but He said, “I’ll reveal the full intention of it later when you can cope with 
it.” 
 
Jesus is coming to reveal the full intention of God in the Law. He explains, He gives the glorious possibility of a 
new creature in Christ: how a new creature can actually live in terms of his inner emotions. Your inner man and 
inner emotions can be filled with these attitudes. That’s the possibility of a man on the earth. This is the highest 
expression of Ephesians 3:19, living in the fullness of God. This is it right here. I don’t have that written down. 
The fullness of God is explained in detail, explicitly, right here. It’s the highest possible lifestyle a man can live 
in. It takes a process of time and comes from being in His presence. In verses 3-12, the character of the 
Christian is described. Verses 13-16 show the relationship of a Christian to the world: the impact on society 
he’s going to have because he’s living in verse 3-12; the impact he will have if he lives with those attitudes in 
him. In verses 17-48, He specifically gives specific illustrations on how to apply these attitudes in everyday life. 
 
Verses 3-12 are the attitudes. Verses 13-16 explain how they impact society. 
The rest is giving a detailed explanation of what those attitudes will lead to in practical life circumstances. 
 
GO BEYOND THE LETTER TO THE SPIRIT OF THE LAW 
Here’s a principle we have to get. We must catch the spirit of the Law. What was God’s intention when He gave 
the Law? Not just the letter (what the Scripture says without any qualifications). If you just read what the Bible 
says at face value, without any qualification, you’re probably going to miss the meaning of what God was 
saying. What was God’s purpose in giving that law? What was His intention? That’s what I mean by the spirit 
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of the Law. We have to learn that in the Scriptures. The error of the Pharisees is that they were totally 
concerned with the outward, mechanical, observance of it. They didn’t see fulfilling the purpose or intention 
behind the Law as what was important. If they could just obey the letter, they were happy. 
 
Jesus said, “No; you’re crushing the person the Law was created to lift.” We always have to ask ourselves, 
“What is God’s intention?” 
 
Just read this next one here. We must never consider the letter of the Law without grasping the spirit of the 
Law, or we’ll end up in a fanatical legalism. Never consider doing the Word of God to the letter until you’ve 
seen the purpose, or you’ll end up being fanatical and extreme, doing wrong things. You’ll bring reproach on 
the gospel doing that. None of these laws are ridiculous. None of them are impossible. I mean, they might all 
seem ridiculous to a selfish heart; but that’s not what I’m talking about. Some people take them to extremes. For 
example, people read where Jesus said not to resist an evil person. And they say, “Well, then let’s get rid of the 
police force!” That’s ridiculous. It’s not ridiculous because it goes against self-centeredness. These laws, if 
applied to the extreme, are ridiculous if you don’t understand what He’s getting at. 
 
For example, there’s the law that says, “Give everything you have.” 
 
“OK, so a guy gives me a shirt and I give it away.” Yo have to run away with no clothes ever because the 
second a guy gives it to you, you have to give it away really fast. The second you have it, you have to give it 
away. How can you ever eat? The second you get it, you have to give it away. 
 
See what I’m saying? These are the extremes to which people take things. Where’s the line then? You have to 
understand the substance of what Jesus is saying, or you’ll get all turned around. Jesus is trying to explain how 
they messed up the Old Testament laws. We end up doing the same things the Pharisees did; we do crazy things 
with this statement. If you’re in confusion as to the application of these, check the life of Jesus for instruction. 
He owned a coat. He did a number of things. You’ll really get a balance in the life of Jesus. He was the fullness 
of these things expressed. The thing I like about these verses is that they perfectly describe the private, inner life 
of Jesus. If you wanted to know what His heart was really like, pull the curtain back. When no one else was 
looking, when He was under fierce pressure, His immediate response was verses 3-12 every time. That’s the 
fullest development that a man could ever have in God in the earth. This opens up His heart in a new way to 
you. You want to really appreciate Him. Under pressure, under temptation, in all circumstances, He expresses 
these perfectly. He was the Word made flesh. It’s beautiful. I read these and just worship Jesus. He was every 
one of these. When they slapped Him on the face, He had these every time. 
 
“BLESSED ARE THE POOR IN SPIRIT, FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN” 
Verse 3. Blessed means happy. It means you’re totally satisfied and fulfilled in God. “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Mt. 5:3). This deals with a man’s attitude towards himself. It’s not a 
financial poverty. In Luke 6, it says, “Blessed are the poor” (Lk. 6:20, paraphrased). If you don’t read Matthew, 
you’ll get all messed up. Matthew adds “in spirit.” Luke meant that. He wasn’t talking about financial poverty. 
He was talking about the same thing Matthew was. It’s your awareness of your total need for God’s love and 
power. That’s what it is. 
 
Poverty in spirit means you come to the awareness of your need in God. Blessed is the man who comes to 
awareness of his need. He isn’t arrogant. He’s aware of great need. Such people walk in the kingdom to the 
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degree that they’re aware of their need. It says a man who is aware of his need will walk in the kingdom. The 
kingdom is his to the degree of his awareness. That’s the only thing you’ll get from God. It’s a progressive 
thing. If you’re not aware of your heart’s need to move in the power of God, then you’re not poor in spirit in 
that area and you won’t move in the power of God. Only people who are aware of their need in an area will 
experience it. It gets you in the kingdom, and the principle that perpetuates the kingdom from then on is that 
you have to be aware of your need of God’s full power and grace. 
 
“BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO MOURN, FOR THEY SHALL BE COMFORTED” 
There’s a beautiful progression here. Step one: God has to bring you to an awareness of your weakness and your 
need. Step two: a man who sees his weakness mourns. “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be 
comforted” (Mt. 5:4). It’s not a natural mourning, but a spiritual mourning due to your need in verse 3. This 
mourning will produce a godly urgency to press into God. If you’re feeling discouraged, that’s because the devil 
is trying to pervert it. They’re weeping because they see there’s so much more of God and they have to have it. 
They’re not weeping because someone died in their family. It’s weeping because of verse 3, the awareness of 
their need.  
 
He says, “Woe to you who laugh now” (Lk. 6:25). It’s talking about the Christian who has just as much lack, 
but has no idea. They’re spiritually in poverty and they don’t even know it. He says, “Woe to you if you’re so 
happy when you have such great need.” He’s not talking about laughing at a picnic. It’s in the context of verse 
3. You could really pervert the laughing thing if you didn’t understand that. 
 
This is an excellent quality produced by the Holy Spirit. Guard it. Don’t quench it by false comfort. When the 
Spirit of God produces mourning in me, that deep zeal in me, I have to go on. Don’t comfort it and say, “I’m 
doing alright.” Say, “No, go on.” 
 
I shared when Diane came to me and said, “I’m doing terribly.” 
 
I said, “Yeah, that’s right. You’re doing terribly. In the absolute, you are. You’re not walking in anything that 
Jesus walked in, comparatively speaking. Relatively, you’re doing good. In the absolute sense, there’s a lot 
more God has to give you. God forbid that I quench the working of God in your spirit. I’m getting out of your 
way and am going to let you feel miserable. It will drive you to God.” 
 
That’s one of the most precious qualities you can have. Nurture that thing. Don’t get rid of it. When I feel that, 
ahh, I want to keep getting in the Word, keep stirring myself up, and sharing the greatness of God so that I’ll be 
aware of my need. It keeps me fueled forward constantly. That’s a great quality to have, spiritual mourning. 
They’ll be greatly comforted. It’s not a sorrow due to personal loss, but a sorrow due to falling short of God’s 
best. It’s not that your business fell through, so now you’re mourning and God is going to bless you. That might 
all happen. There’s a progression. 
 
“BLESSED ARE THE MEEK, FOR THEY SHALL INHERIT THE EARTH” 
Turn to the next page. The next thing that happens after you’re aware of your weakness is that the Spirit of God 
births an urgency in your spirit. The next thing that happens is that you become very gentle—gentle, humble, or 
meek. Use any word you want. You see your need—verse 3. You experience deep longing for the things of 
God—verse 4. This produces a humility or gentleness. It’s a supernatural working of the Spirit. It’s not natural 
gentleness. This is a supernatural quality given birth in your spirit by God. It’s not that the guy is naturally 
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passive. You can’t be gentle without verses 3-4. You can’t have godly gentleness without those two. There’s no 
arrogance in this man, no sense of self-achievement. He has a deep gratitude for grace in his life. He has seen 
the highness of the gospel and then how little he experienced it. He had a godly mourning and it produced 
gratitude for all God gave him. He doesn’t strut around about how he healed people, and how they got saved 
and slain in the Spirit. He has no sense of arrogance. He’s gentle in his spirit. He’s so grateful for grace because 
he has seen verses 3-12, constantly recognizing that it came from God because he knew where he came from. 
 
Jesus makes this person a fantastic promise: he or she will inherit the earth. 
 
Number one, he will be a soul winner. A man with that kind of gentleness will win souls. He won’t be an 
offensive man. He isn’t a religious, arrogant man. There’s nothing worse than religious arrogance. He has seen 
his need. He has urgency in his spirit for more. He’s grateful for what God has given him.  There’s a sweet 
aroma that comes from his testimony. He will inherit the earth in that dimension. God the Father promised Jesus 
that He would inherit the heathen in the earth (Ps. 2:8). That’s what it’s talking about. 
 
Well, you inherit the earth in the sense of gaining favor with men. You’re not being arrogant. You’ll win their 
trust and many blessings will come your way because of a broken, teachable spirit. The humble-spirited man 
will gain many opportunities in ministry, finance, spiritual authority, in every sphere of life. In every sphere of 
life, you’ll gain the trust of men. You have a non-competitive spirit, grateful in God. Men will trust you. God 
says, “You will inherit.” You don’t seize it by pressure; you don’t seize it by manipulation and personal 
charisma. You’re not inheriting the church and a great position because you’re a great preacher. God says, 
“You’re not taking it; you’re inheriting it. I’m giving it to you. I will give you the trust in hearts of men.” 
 
You’ll inherit many men. You’ll sit back and they’ll come to you. You’ll win people to the Lord like this. 
Because you have the broken spirit instead of religious arrogance that pushes and breaks people. You’re starting 
now to become a good soul winner. Because of humility, there’s a sweet aroma that flows from you. What 
happens then? Verse 6. You begin to hunger and thirst for righteousness in a deeper way. You begin to touch a 
little of God’s glory. You’ve inherited some things from God. Men have come to you and said, “We want you 
to be our Bible Study teacher. We want you to help us.” You’re beginning to walk in some spiritual 
responsibility now. 
 
“BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HUNGER AND THIRST AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS” 
Now what happens is that you become aware. Any time anyone walks in spiritual responsibility, he or she 
becomes much hungrier for God. You have to have more. You hunger for righteousness. We must not hunger 
and thirst for blessedness and happiness. We must not hunger for happiness. Happiness and blessedness is the 
byproduct of seeking God in righteousness. To put happiness before righteousness is certain misery. 
 
There are so many Christians hungering for happiness. They’ll never get it. You have to hunger for 
righteousness, and happiness flows out of that. That’s a very vital point. Righteousness isn’t just a moral 
righteousness. That’s where we’re wrong. It’s not just a moral righteousness. It’s the rightness of God, body, 
soul, spirit, and circumstances—everything that God has for you. It’s God vindicating or setting you free in 
every dimension of your life. If you look at the Greek for righteousness, it means more than being made right 
with God in terms of your sins being forgiven. It’s the rightness of God in every dimension of your life. 
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A person may have walked in a little spiritual responsibility. Verse 5: they get a new desire to have all there is 
of God. The Spirit of God gives birth to this in your spirit, and it’s compelling you to have everything there is of 
God. The Holy Spirit produces this deep zeal in you. It’s a supernatural work of the Spirit. The spirit of grace 
will visit the heart of a man with a teachable spirit (cf. Js. 4). But you need to have humility in order to receive 
it. The Spirit of God will visit you and produce a greater longing for the things of God. You can’t produce and 
well up spiritual hunger. You can put yourself in position for the Spirit of God to do it in you. You can’t 
produce love for God. You can only get in the presence of the Word, repent of sin, and build the Word of God 
in you. The result of that is God producing hunger or zeal in you. 
 
Blessed is the man who is humble and growing in responsibility. That’s what Jesus is saying in verse 5. Now 
the Spirit of God is visiting that man and producing greater zeal in him. This precious working of God leads you 
to the very deepest things of God. It’s the soul that refuses to be denied. I tell you, it’s a precious possession of 
any man to have that. We’re all experiencing these things to a measure. We want the progression to go on 
deeper and deeper. You don’t have to get perfect in one before you go on to the next. You have them all to a 
certain degree. Normally there’s a stage that your life is predominantly is in. You can have all these in a 
measure the day you’re born again. 
 
It says you’ll be satisfied. Number one, you’ll get what you’re looking for and you’ll be a man content. Many, 
many believers are not content. And that’s not the worst thing in the world. It takes time to grow in that. It takes 
maturity. If you’re not content, trace it back to not hungering and thirsting. That’s where satisfaction comes. 
That’s where contentment comes. It’s the fourth step. Contentment doesn’t come necessarily in the first second 
you’re saved. I’m talking about full, all-embracing contentment. That’s what we’re all looking for. There’s a 
way to get it. 
 
The reason I’m spending so much time on this passage, this scripture, is because this is Paul’s book of Romans. 
Jesus prayed all night to deliver this. I can’t see the wisdom in running over this thing really fast. This is the 
statement of Jesus Christ about the kingdom of God. That’s why I’m taking so much time and tearing it apart. 
You have to be able to enjoy this when you leave this room tonight, or my time is wasted. 
 
“BLESSED ARE THE MERCIFUL, FOR THEY SHALL OBTAIN MERCY” 
Verse 7. What happens after you begin to hunger for the deepest things of God? This is great. “Blessed are the 
merciful, for they shall obtain mercy” (Mt. 5:7). The man who is fulfilled in God is full of mercy towards 
everyone. A fulfilled man is the man full of love. You can use the words love, mercy, kindness: anything you 
want to put in there. The maturing saint will discover a real loss of motivation to criticize and put others down 
and to condemn others in defeat. You’ll lose that motivation. You’ve seen your weakness, and you have a deep 
urgency in you. You begin to have humility and gratitude. God gives you responsibility, a new zeal for the 
deeper things of God. 
 
What happens? You become so full of God, you’re content. You lose your motivation to criticize and condemn 
others. It just doesn’t rise in you. 
 
Someone says, “Look what this guy did.” 
 
“I don’t want to gossip about it. I want to love the guy.” It’s a maturing process. 
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A STATEMENT OF THE GLORIOUS POSSIBILITIES OF A HEART FILLED WITH GOD 
I tell you, I’m not at this place, but I long for the day when my heart will be filled with these things. He will be 
filled up with God, and God is love. He will feel love and mercy for everyone’s shortcomings. What a free 
lifestyle! What a free way to live: no gossip, no criticism, nothing. He will even love and have mercy on his 
enemies. Mercy and love is the result of all these things. Walking in mercy and love is something that comes in 
the heart of a developed saint. Their soul is mature in God. Nothing will rile this man’s heart. Compassion, not 
criticism, nor judgment, nor retaliation will rule even in his emotions. He won’t have the desire to strike back. 
He will have mercy every time, like Jesus did. 
 
Jesus is the perfect example of this, even under pressure. Jesus demonstrated this perfectly. What a state of 
heart, to be perfectly understanding and sympathetic of the downfalls of everyone every time. The Sermon on 
the Mount is a statement of the glorious possibilities of a heart filled with God. Read it that way. To me, it 
builds faith of what I can be in God. You’ll forgive and feel compassion on the most wicked man. You’ll have 
compassion on the worst failures in life when you look at them. These people are total failures; you’ll have 
nothing but love for them. You have no desire to down them when you come through this process. 
 
Would to God that I was walking in what I’m preaching here. My heart just gets wrenched in this. “Oh Father, 
what a lifestyle.” The result is this: they’ll be a man who receives mercy. You’ll receive mercy and 
understanding from other men when you fall short when you walk in mercy. If you give kindness, you receive 
kindness. All other men will love you. You’ll be loved by everyone; even your enemies will end up loving you 
when you walk with such mercy towards everyone. You’ll have an aroma of God. Every man will give mercy 
on you. You’ll fail, and the whole group will be for you, even when you fail. 
 
GOD WILL RAISE UP THOSE WHO JUDGE YOU ACCORDING TO YOUR OWN STANDARD 
Don’t take this too hard, this next one. If you’re being constantly judged and condemned by others, then seek to 
be a little more merciful and God will change the response of others toward you. Don’t get too bent out of shape 
by that, OK? Matthew 7:1-2. According to the measure you’re judging people, God will raise up people to 
judge you by the same standard. You’re quick to judge. You don’t have all the information, all the details, and 
it’s not fair judgment; God will raise up people to judge you without knowing all the details. They’ll judge you 
the way you’ve judged others. God will raise up men to allow them to do that to you. 
 
One time in my life, there was this woman who was judging me so unrighteously. It was wrong and unjust. This 
went on for six months. It was a demonic thing. She was driven by a spirit to do this. One time I was reading the 
Word and He quickened my heart. Boom! Matthew 7. I knew something was coming. He said, “Now you’re 
receiving the judgment that you did on So-and-so.” He told me who it was. 
 
That’s exactly how I judged that man. At that time, my opinion changed of the man. I knew he was right. I 
raked him over the coals in front of many people. I thought I was right, but I didn’t have all the facts. God said, 
“Now you’re submitted to the standard that you’ve chosen.” 
 
I know that’s a principle. Some people may argue with the theology of that. I know that it’s right. I know God 
spoke to me in that hour. Mercy triumphs over judgment every time. God will judge you by your own standard 
of judging. If you’re merciful to others, you’ll receive mercy from them. You’ll have greater mercy from God. 
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God gives mercy, but He gives a greater grace. For instance, King David sinned against Bathsheba. He was 
such a merciful man. God would not strike him from the throne. He let him stay on the throne. He had abundant 
mercy on King David. David always had mercy on the people, on Saul and everyone that came against him. He 
had nothing but forgiveness for them every time. 
 
God said, “By your own judgment, I’ll judge you now. You can stay on the throne.” He was a man full of 
mercy. There’s a really strong “reaping and sowing” element in this. 
 
“BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART, FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD” 
This is good. I really like this one here. The man is walking in love, right? That’s basically what it’s saying. 
People are flowing towards him in love, constantly. Then, they become pure in heart. 
 
What does Isaiah say? That you will see and be radiant (Isa. 60:5). The understanding, compassionate man of 
verse 7 shall be free from all the defilements of an impure heart. The compassionate man walking in love will 
have no defilement in him. 
 
I wish we could read Mark 7. Jesus says, “This is your problem. It’s not what comes in but what comes out: 
your slander, your adultery, etc. They defile you and you can’t walk in the power of God” (Mk. 7:21-23, 
paraphrased). A man walking in mercy is free from those defilements. This will remove the hindrances of a 
deeper revelation of God. John 14:21-23. Jesus said He will come and make His abode with you. He will reveal 
the Father to you if you’ll wholly submit to it. Jesus promises great revelation to the deeply obedient saint—to 
the saint who will walk in love. Get free of bitterness, judging, slandering, and gossip. Those things are defiling 
the knowledge of God in us. God and His power aren’t released from us because of those defiling agents. 
 
Now here’s the progression. The man who has gotten free of those now has revelation of God and is radiant. I 
have a few more things there about being radiant. 
 
NOTHING QUENCHES THE SPIRIT OF PRAYER LIKE A DEFILED SPIRIT 
Verse 9. What happens after a man has seen God? He’s walking in the consciousness of his dominion. He’s 
seeing the Word of God. He’s seeing the power of God dwelling in Him. He’s so full of faith and obedience at 
this point and time. He has been free. He’s walking in love and mercy. He’s purified his heart. He’s seeing and 
walking in faith at the highest level now. Then he becomes a peacemaker. Such a revelation of God from verse 
8 and such revelation of His Word will produce a great consciousness of dominion in you. You’ll see and have 
faith. This is a faith verse. The pure in heart will walk in faith. They’ll have a consciousness of dominion, a 
consciousness of God in a greater dimension. 
 
The peacemaker is the one who ministers in a way to bring peace between man and God. He brings peace 
between men and other men. He brings peace between men and himself. He’s a deliverer of men. 2 Corinthians 
5 calls this the ministry of reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:18). Paul calls this man the ambassador. Jesus calls him the 
peacemaker. He’s causing a man to be at peace when he heals him. He’s causing a man to be free with his own 
soul when he gets free from lust. Jesus had a ministry that could cause men to be at peace with men. He had a 
ministry that could cause men to be at peace with God. He was an evangelist. He was a powerfully anointed 
man, a deliverer of men. That’s what a peacemaker is. 
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This is the ambassador who is full of faith because of verse 8. His heart is pure and he sees clearly who he is in 
Christ. He’s powerfully enabled and powerfully anointed in his prayer life because all the defiling passions are 
removed now. He has a ministry of prayer that ascends him to the throne, and now he’s an anointed 
peacemaker. He’s bringing the peace of God, in the peace of Jesus, the anointed One. He flows in supernatural 
revelation of man’s need. He gets words of knowledge, words of wisdom. All the defilements are removed now, 
right? You’ll never have power until you have a spirit of prayer on your life. You’ll never have a spirit of prayer 
until you’re free from defilement. The greatest thing that quenches prayer is a defiled heart. Lust will quench a 
spirit of prayer like that. That spirit of prayer that rests on you will leave you so quickly if you get a wrong 
spirit. You have to be walking in mercy or you’ll never have a spirit of prayer and you’ll never be a powerful 
peacemaker. 
 
THE PRICE OF MIRACLE-WORKING POWER IS ALWAYS PERSECUTION 
This is a rare kind of individual. This is a rare, mature saint. We read books about these kinds of guys. They’re 
powerful tools in God’s hands. These people affect neighborhoods and cities for God. They’re peacemakers at a 
high level. The result is this: they’ll be called sons of God. The unbeliever will call them God’s son. Nicodemus 
told Jesus, “You have to be of God” (Jn. 3:2, paraphrased). Jesus had only healed a few people. Jesus brought 
peace to a man and his body and he said, “You have to be of God.” 
 
Unbelievers will call us anointed of the Lord. The world will stand up and say, “You’re of God.” Blessed are 
the persecuted. The price of miracle-working power is always persecution. The end result is persecution. 
 
You know why there’s no persecution to speak of? Because not many people are walking in an anointed 
peacemaking ministry. They’re not free enough, not seeing God, full of faith, with a spirit of prayer on them. 
They’re not full of mercy. They’re still defiled by bitterness, irritation, or selfishness. They haven’t gotten this 
burning hunger and thirsting in their spirits. They haven’t humbled themselves in gratitude before God. It goes 
right down the list. 
 
Persecution only comes with the anointed man. You’ll only be persecuted when you get power. We will be 
hated by all men when we pull men out of wheelchairs. It’s a piece of cake now, but then you’re able to handle 
it.  
 
You won’t find favor in the sight of the wicked, in those who are full of envy and jealousy. When you start 
moving in power, religious men are the ones who will hate you. It’s the religious men who will persecute us. 
They are the ones who will kill us in the end. The ungodly heathen on the street, they’ll say, “How lovely are 
the feet of those who bring good news.” The heathen will love us. The religious man will hate us. 
 
GOD WILL COME AND MAKE HIS ABODE IN THE PERSECUTED SAINT 
I want to say one last thing on this persecution. 1 Peter 4:14 says that when you get persecuted, the spirit of 
glory comes on you. That means you never have to worry about falling away under persecution. The persecuted 
saint doesn’t fall away. Because the persecuted saint is developed in God and moving in all these things. The 
spirit of glory, the anointing, will come and preserve you under persecution. Then the sky is the limit. The 
fullness of God is at hand. The Word will come twice as quickly to you; power and miracles, a spirit of glory 
will rest on the man persecuted for righteousness’ sake. 
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The first thing I wanted to say is that the spirit of glory does come on a man persecuted. You have no fear of it. 
That’s what you’re walking in. God is making His abode in you. You’re so lifted up in the knowledge of God 
totally. It’s sweet when that happens. That’s honey poured over your spirit. That’s good stuff. 
 
The second thing I wanted to say is to make sure you’re persecuted for righteousness’ sake and not because 
you’re arrogant with holiness. You don’t want to be persecuted because your ways are unwise or foolish. It 
needs to be a persecution that brings reward, that flows from the merciful, loving, compassionate, gentle, man 
that’s aware of his weakness. He’s full of the knowledge of God. That’s the persecution that we need to be 
rejoicing in. A lot of times I’ve been persecuted because of my own insensitivity. I called it righteous and it 
wasn’t. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


