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Mary of Bethany: Extravagant Love and Devotion to Jesus

I. God’s first priority: that we love God with all our heart 

A. The Spirit is restoring the first commandment to first place in the Church worldwide. By God’s grace we must consciously cultivate the ability to be responsive to God with wholehearted love. 

37You shall love the LORD…with all your heart… 38This is the first and great commandment. (Mt. 22:37-38) 

B. Loving God with all our heart is the first commandment because it is the first priority to God. It is the first commandment, not the “first option.” It is the great commandment because it has great impact on God’s heart and our heart. Wholehearted love for God is the greatest lifestyle.
II. The extravagant devotion of Mary of Bethany: feeding on the word 

38A certain woman named Martha welcomed Him [Jesus] into her house. 39She had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word. 40But Martha was distracted with much serving, and she approached Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me.” 41Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled [bothered; NAS] about many things. 42But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from her.” (Lk. 10:38-42) 

A. Mary, a young single woman, was never mentioned in the book of Acts or in church history. She was not known in the courts of man for her ministry. However, she will be known forever in the courts of heaven for her extravagant love for Jesus.

B. Sat at Jesus’ feet: The Spirit emphasized that Mary sat at Jesus’ feet to hear His Word (v. 39). Each time the Spirit highlights her as sitting at the feet of Jesus (Lk. 10:39; Jn. 11:32; 12:3). Only as we feed regularly on His Word will we stay fresh in our relationship with God. It is not enough to study the Bible—we must talk to God as we study. Bible study is meant to lead us to conversation with God by giving us the “conversational material” for our prayer life. 
(Free notes: How to Meditate on the Word and How to Pray-Read the Word see MikeBickle.org)

C. One thing is needed: As we sit at the feet of Jesus, we position ourselves to receive God’s help.

D. The good part: Jesus settled the issue of how important this is by calling this lifestyle good. 
E. Choosing: Jesus declared that Mary chose this lifestyle (v. 42). We must also choose it. No one can choose it for us. Cultivating a heart of extravagant devotion to Jesus takes time and effort. 
F. Not taken away: Jesus prophesied that Mary’s heart of devotion would not be taken away from her (v. 42). Grace for a lifestyle of extravagant devotion could be sustained throughout her life if she continued to choose it. At the judgment seat of Christ her life will be rewarded (1 Cor. 3:14). 
III. The extravagant devotion of Mary of Bethany: “wasting” her life 

3Being in Bethany at the house of Simon…as He sat at the table, a woman [Mary of Bethany; Jn. 12:3] came having an alabaster flask of very costly oil of spikenard [perfume]. She broke the flask and poured it on His head. 4Some [apostles] were indignant…and said, “Why was this…oil wasted? 

5It might have been sold for…300 denarii [a year’s wages] and given to the poor.” They [apostles] criticized her sharply. 6Jesus said, “Let her alone…she has done a good work for Me…9Wherever this gospel is preached…what this woman has done will be told as a memorial to her.” (Mk. 14:3-9) 

A. Very costly: The perfume was worth 300 denarii (a year’s wages). Jesus told His disciples that He was to be crucified in two days (Mt. 26:2). Mary seems to have been the only one who heard Him and thus she poured her perfume on Him (the fragrance was on both of them at the cross). 
3Mary…wiped His feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance… (Jn. 12:3) 

B. Criticized: The apostles appealed to serving the poor as their reason to criticize her extravagance; they appealed to a scriptural mandate to serve the needs of the poor. All who love Jesus like Mary will receive criticism from others who love salvation, but who do not deeply love Jesus. 

C. Why this waste: Anything above the minimum commitment is seen as an “unnecessary waste.” To “waste on Jesus” money, exceptional musical talent, or a brilliant mind with good career opportunities is regarded by some as an unnecessary waste of one’s life and talents. 

D. Let her alone: Jesus vindicated Mary just as He did John the Baptist (Mt. 11:19). Jesus will vindicate the lifestyle of extravagant devotion to Him in this age and especially in eternity. 

E. A good work: A year earlier (in Luke 10), Jesus had commended Mary for choosing the “good” part in sitting at His feet to hear His word; she developed her personal history in God in this way. Principle: Unusual acts of devotion come from cultivating a spirit of devotion as a lifestyle. Her lifestyle of choosing good by hearing the Word equipped her to choose good in other things. 

F. Memorial: Mary’s extravagant devotion is remembered by others because God remembers it.

G. What are you wasting your life on? People seeking to live with extravagant devotion to Jesus are not content with the minimum requirement of salvation. Rather, they ask, “What is the most that God will empower me to give Him?” Or, “How far will You let me go in devotion to You?” They give themselves to God without regard for cost. Wealthy people obtain what they want without regard to its cost. They do not have to look at price tags when buying clothes or cars, etc. How do you waste your life? Make it your life vision to pour yourself out on Jesus like Mary did.  
J. Hudson Taylor said, “Only one life will soon be past, only what is done for Christ will last.”
H. For FREE resources on living holy, see MikeBickle.org: The First Commandment, a 12-part teaching series with notes; free ebooks: The Pleasures of loving God, The Seven Longings of the Human Heart, 7 Commitments of a Forerunner, and The Rewards of Fasting. 
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