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Mary of Bethany: Extravagant Love and Devotion to Jesus 
 
INTRODUCTION 
I’ve been preaching just shy of forty years. That’s a long time. I don’t think I’ve ever given the same message 
twice in a row. Maybe I’ve done it once in forty years. Last week I talked on this subject and I felt so impressed 
by the Lord to talk on it again that at the last minute I changed my message. I believe the Lord wants me to 
share on this again. 
 
Some of the ATC people heard a little of this. I’m taking it in a bit of a different direction than I did last week. 
I’m alerted to the fact that the Lord is targeting some of you right now for this reality: to settle it today that 
you’re going to give yourself to Jesus in an extravagant way. 
 
The question isn’t, “What’s the least that I can do to stay saved?” The question is, “How far will You let me go 
in my abandonment to You, Jesus? How much will You anoint me to give myself to You in an extreme way?” 
 
There are a number of you in this room who have this in your heart. The Lord wants to strengthen you in it. 
You’re not weird; you’re not off; you’re not out of balance. You don’t have to apologize for your intensity for 
Jesus, because it pleases Him. He likes this.  
 
We’re in extreme times right now, and they’re going to become more extreme in the decades ahead. Extreme 
times require extreme measures and extreme responses. In the kingdom of darkness, there are a whole lot of 
people who are walking in sin in an extreme way, but God has His own who aren’t fearful of being extreme for 
Him. There are a number of them in this room right now. You’ve set your heart, but you sometimes waver 
because of the voices around you that tell you, “Hey, just chill out. Dial down. Don’t be so intense for God.” 
I’m not talking about a style of intensity at a worship service; I’m talking about a lifestyle of choices to give 
yourself in an unusual way to the Lord, even in your youth.  
 
A WOMAN WHO WAS RADICALLY DEVOTED TO THE HEART OF GOD 
Today I’m talking about Mary of Bethany. She is one of the premier examples in the New Testament of radical 
devotion to the Lord. She isn’t the only, but she is one of the premier ones. She was a single young woman, 
maybe in her late teens or early twenties. No one knows for sure, but she was a young, single woman who was 
never mentioned in the book of Acts. You never hear her mentioned in church history, but Jesus did the most 
unusual thing. He spoke about her twice in public settings. She never showed up in the book of Acts, she never 
had a big, famous public ministry, but she moved the heart of God in an unusual way. There’s no one in the 
Bible whom Jesus on two occasions publically affirmed and vindicated when they were being criticized because 
of their devotion. Yet He did this twice for Mary. That’s remarkable. It’s remarkable for the Son of God to 
publically validate and vindicate your radical devotion when you’re being criticized by others. He did it in a 
public forum. 
 
I want the heart of Mary of Bethany. It was years ago when the Lord first touched me with this woman’s life. 
We’ve used this example of Mary of Bethany for many years. Many at IHOP-KC and around the world look at 
this girl’s life and say, “Lord, because we know how much she moved You, we’re moved to be like her, because 
it’s so clear in Scripture how dynamically she moved Your heart.”  
 



FASCINATE 2011 – MIKE BICKLE 
Mary of Bethany: Extravagant Love and Devotion to Jesus 
Transcript: 07/13/11 Page 2 

 
IHOP–KC Missions Base    www.IHOP.org 

Free Teaching Library    www.MikeBickle.org  

THE HOLY SPIRIT IS RESTORING THE FIRST COMMANDMENT TO FIRST PLACE 
We’re going to look really briefly at two different episodes in her life—at the two times where the Lord 
publically affirmed her in the place of criticism in a public forum. First I want to look at one of my favorite 
passages, Matthew 22, and then we’re going to go right into Luke 10. Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, with all your mind, and with all your strength” (Mt. 22:37). What an amazing 
statement. Then He went on in verse 38 and said, “Let Me tell you how I feel about this commandment. It isn’t 
just any commandment; it’s the first commandment from God’s point of view, and it’s the great commandment” 
(v. 38, paraphrased). 
 
That’s what God wants us to know about how He feels about this commandment. The Holy Spirit is restoring 
the first commandment to first place in the Body of Christ before Jesus returns. 
 
I’ll say that again. All over the world, the Spirit is moving. He’s moving among young people in a dramatic 
way. I don’t mean that they’re all raising the dead. That’s not what I mean by dramatic, though I like that kind 
of stuff. What I mean is this: they’re making radical choices by the anointing of the Holy Spirit to give 
themselves to Jesus in an extreme way. The Spirit is moving all over the earth. He’s touching your generation. 
In the days to come, you’re going to be the ones training the generation coming after you. The Lord wants you 
ready and clear. He wants you with a history of walking in the anointing of the Spirit to walk out the first 
commandment. As the younger ones become fifteen, twenty, and thirty, you will be training them in the days to 
come. Their children you’ll be training. It begins now. Your journey begins even in these early days.  
 
Jesus tells us to love Him with all of our heart, all our strength, all of our mind. The most remarkable thing is 
that He wants us to love Him that way because that’s the way He loves us. He loves us with all of His mind. 
Can you imagine? Jesus loves you with all of His heart, with all of His strength. Look up in the sky. Look at the 
wisdom and the power behind all the stars in the sky. I tell you, this Man Jesus, who is fully God and fully Man, 
is the One who put the stars in their places. He’s really smart and really powerful, and He loves you with all His 
mind and all His strength. That’s how much He loves you. He’s desirous for an eternal companion. We’re 
talking about the Body of Christ, the Bride of Christ. He’s desirous for an eternal companion to whom He can 
be equally yoked in love, so that we might love Him with the same intensity with which He loves us. That’s the 
plan. Can you imagine the dynamics of God loving us with all of His heart, and us as His bride returning that 
love? The partnership between us and Jesus forever is that we’re equally yoked in love. 
 
However, our all is small in this age. In other words, in this age, I’m giving myself to Him completely, but the 
all I offer Him isn’t very big because I’m a weak man. My all is very small, but it’s still my all. He loves me 
with all of His heart. It’s a lot bigger. His all is a lot bigger than mine. He says we’re still equally yoked if we 
bring our all into the relationship.  
 
Beloved, you can do that at fifteen. You say, “My love is pretty weak.” If it’s all, you’re still equally yoked. As 
you mature in the Lord and even in the resurrection with a new body, your all is bigger, but it’s still your all that 
you’re giving Him. He wants an equally yoked companion called the Bride of Christ.  
 
THE FIRST COMMANDMENT IS THE FIRST PRIORITY OF GOD’S HEART 
Paragraph B. Loving God with all of our heart is the first commandment. That means it’s the first priority to 
God. Many people in the Body of Christ are asking the question, “What am I supposed to do with my life?” 
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They feel a bit aimless. They don’t have a clear focus. They say, “I love God, but I don’t really know what to 
do.”  
 
Let me settle the issue. The first priority to God and the one that He wants to be first for you is that you would 
love Him with all of your heart—that you would receive the anointing to walk in abandoned love. That’s the 
number one assignment He has given you in this life. Yes, we have other assignments, our ministry 
assignments, but the first calling He has given me in my life and your life is that we would love Him. That’s 
first. Jesus made it clear: it isn’t the first option, it’s the first commandment. It isn’t the fourth commandment; 
it’s the first commandment. He wants that out of you even before you begin concerning yourself with your 
assignment. We can do them at the same time. 
 
IT’S THE SIZE OF YOUR HEART, NOT YOUR MINISTRY IMPACT 
I have a ministry assignment; it’s called, “Build IHOP-KC.” My ministry assignment to build IHOP-KC isn’t 
the primary dream of my heart. 
 
It was twenty-eight years ago in May 1983, a long time ago. The Lord spoke audibly. He spoke of doing 
twenty-four-hour prayer with singers and musicians. I was in my twenties, and I was very perplexed. I thought, 
“What? Twenty-four hour-prayer with singers and musicians?” Really, my question was, “Why? Why would I 
do that?” 
 
The Lord answered it, but my point is, I said yes. I didn’t understand it. I made a sign and I put it on the wall in 
our church. On one of the walls it said, in essence, “Twenty-four-hour prayer with singers and musicians.” 
 
For nearly sixteen years we had that sign on the wall. As our church was growing, the new people would say, 
“What’s that sign? Twenty-four hour prayer? Singers and musicians?” 
 
I’m not a singer. I’m not a musician. I’m not good at any of that. I said, “I don’t get it, but I’ll do it.” Sixteen 
years went by; the sign was on the wall, but it never happened. We had small prayer meetings every day, with 
eight to ten people. It was pretty boring, pretty unanointed, but they still moved God.  
 
Finally the day came, sixteen years later, and we started IHOP-KC. We took the sign off the wall and we started 
IHOP-KC. The years went by. It’s been twelve years now. For twelve years we’ve been doing IHOP-KC 
nonstop. Friends come from all those earlier years, back in the 1980s and 1990s. They tell me, “Wow, this is 
amazing. IHOP-KC is growing. Your dream has finally come true.”  
 
I look at them as IHOP-KC is growing and good things are happening and I say, “IHOP-KC isn’t my dream.” 
 
They say, “What? We saw that sign years ago.”  
 
I say, “No. IHOP-KC is my ministry assignment. My dream is the anointing to love God with all of my heart. 
That’s the dream of my heart. If IHOP-KC gets really big, my dream isn’t affected one way or the other. If 
IHOP-KC goes away, my dream isn’t affected. No one can touch my dream—not even IHOP-KC. My dream is 
to walk in the anointing of the Holy Spirit to love Jesus with all of my heart, all of my strength, all of my mind, 
and to offer Him a heart of love on the last day after years of walking with Him. That’s the dream of my heart.” 
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I set that as the dream of my heart in my early days as a young man. My exhortation is that God will stir some 
of you to that same dream. Yes, you’ll do your ministry assignment. Some of you may have a small assignment, 
others a bigger one; but beloved, your ministry assignment isn’t the biggest thing about your life. It’s the size of 
your heart, not your ministry impact. 
 
LET YOUR DREAM BE WHAT YOU’RE GOING TO BECOME ON THE INSIDE 
I talk to young people all the time, because so many are at IHOP-KC. I ask them a trick question. I’m having 
fun, but I also want to be helpful. I ask them, “What’s your life vision?” 
 
They’re twenty years old, there at the Bible School. A lot of people say, “I don’t know”—which is an honest 
answer; it’s fair. That’s not unusual for a twenty-year old. 
 
A lot of them say, “My life vision…” and they give some big ministry dream they have.  
 
I say, “That’s good, but that’s not your primary life calling.”  
 
They say, “I think it is.” 
 
I say, “No, that’s your secondary calling. It’s your ministry assignment. Your primary calling is about the first 
commandment. That’s the primary calling on everyone’s life who loves Jesus, whether they know it or not. 
That’s your primary calling. Most people dream about their future, and they dream about their ministry and 
their assignment. They dream about what they’re going to do instead of what they’re going to be. I want to 
challenge you. When you dream about your future, dream about what you’re going to be at the heart level. Lock 
in and say, ‘I want my ministry assignment to go well, but even before that, I dream about my future as having 
the ability to love God with all of my heart in the way God loves me. That’s the dream of my heart.’”  
 
THE FIRST COMMANDMENT IS ALSO THE GREAT COMMANDMENT 
The first commandment is also called by Jesus “the great commandment.” It isn’t just the first one, the top 
priority to the Holy Spirit, and the top priority of you life from God’s point of view. The first commandment is 
also the great commandment. In what way is it great? One answer that would be accurate is this: when you walk 
in the first commandment to love God with all your heart, it’s great because it has a great impact on God.  
 
THE GREATEST CALLING A HUMAN BEING CAN HAVE 
Beloved, men may never hear your name. You may never have a ministry that anyone cares about. I tell you, if 
you walk in the first commandment, it is great in its impact on the heart of God. 
 
Do you know the way you move Him? I want the greatest calling in life. I have the greatest calling. It isn’t 
IHOP-KC. The greatest calling is to seek the Lord for the anointing to walk in wholehearted love to Him. That’s 
the greatest calling a human being can have. If you can get that clear in your teen years, it will radically change 
what you do in college, and in your twenties, thirties, and forties. 
 
Last week when I spoke to the ATC, I gave more detail. I just want to point you in the direction of this woman, 
so that you would be inspired by her because you understand how she moved the heart of Jesus. What moves 
me about her is that Jesus was moved. I searched the Bible; anyone who moves Jesus, I will line up behind them 
and learn what they did and do it with all of my heart. 
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She was first in her example of extravagant devotion. She was a woman who devoured the Word of God. She 
didn’t study the Bible so she could preach it, although that’s a good thing to do. I study it. One reason is to 
preach it. I want to know the Word well so I can speak it accurately. That’s biblical and a right thing to do. 
There’s no evidence that she spoke the Bible in a public forum. She read the Word because she turned it into a 
dialogue—into a conversation between her heart and the heart of Jesus. The Bible to her was conversational 
material. When she read it, she spoke it back to Him and talked to Him about what was in the Word. She read 
the Word so that her heart would be set on fire.  
 
Beloved, though we’re called to understand the Word to teach it, to make it known to others, the first calling in 
the Word is that our heart would be set on fire. When we read the Bible, we don’t just study it for information. 
Whatever it says, we turn it into conversation. We thank Jesus for what He says in that passage, or we ask Him 
to give us more insight, or we commit ourselves to do it. There are various responses that we have to the Word. 
Mary was first in her extravagance; she took time to talk to Jesus with an open Bible. That’s what it pictures.  
 
Let’s read the story. “A certain woman named Martha welcomed Him into her house” (Lk. 10:38). Martha was 
Mary’s older sister; Mary was the little one. Martha welcomed Jesus into the house. Martha had a little sister 
named Mary (v. 39). Here’s what the Spirit emphasizes in the record of Scripture: “Mary sat at the feet of Jesus 
to hear His word” (v. 39b, paraphrased). 
 
If there was one description of Mary, she sat at the feet of Jesus. She wanted to hear more from His mouth. 
What a description! Today we can do that and Jesus isn’t physically in front of us, but the Word of God is in 
front of us and the Spirit is on the inside. The Spirit is touching us if we talk to Jesus while we read the Bible.  
 
Martha, the older sister, was really distracted with “much serving” (Lk. 10:40). She approached Jesus to 
criticize her sister. Probably there were a number of people who were at the dinner; because when the most 
famous man in Israel comes to your house and you’re in a little town like this, your friends all gather together. 
Typically when an honored guest would come to a house, quite a number would gather for the meal. That’s one 
of the reasons Martha, the older sister, was a little stressed out. She wasn’t just making sandwiches for the three 
of them; there was a whole room full of people out there. Mary was right in the center of those people, sitting at 
the feet of Jesus, taking notes of everything He said so she could think on it later and love God according to 
what He said in a greater way.  
 
Martha was distracted with “much serving.” The reason there was much serving is because there was a big 
crowd out in the living room. It was lunchtime. She went to Jesus and criticized her younger sister. “Jesus, don’t 
You care that my baby sister is making me do all the work? Tell her to help me.” 
 
Here’s Martha telling Jesus what to tell someone. How many of you know that sometimes big sisters can slip 
over into that? I have five sisters. Never mind. I had better change subjects. I love my sisters. They all love the 
Lord, too. It’s really wonderful. They’re a part of IHOP-KC and a great blessing to me, but I know a lot about 
sisters. That’s all I will say. 
 
In verse 41, Jesus answers. He shocked Martha. Martha had a living room full of people. She was late. People 
were getting hungry. There was a lot of work to do. Mary had tears in her eyes: “Jesus, I love You.” 
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Martha wanted to kick her: “Get with it! Let’s be practical.” 
 
I tell you, Jesus answers Martha, the older sister, and in essence He says, “She is doing the most practical thing 
that a heart can do. She is being inspired by Me right now, and she’ll serve far more effectively if I touch her 
heart.” 
 
The NASB, which I’ve used here, is a very accurate translation. “But the Lord answered and said to her, 
‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and bothered about so many things’” (Lk. 10:41, NASB).  
 
Then He gives one of the great statements about Mary. This statement is for you and me today. It’s full of 
meaning. I could spend an hour on each phrase in verse 42. Some of you who are Bible teachers, even if there 
are only five who come to your Bible study, I challenge you to take verse 42 and break it down phrase by 
phrase. Ask the Spirit to teach it to you. I started teaching the Bible on a weekly basis when I was sixteen years 
old. My point is, it’s valid; it’s real. I taught those Bible studies every week. There were always five or ten 
people who were twelve and thirteen years old. My youth pastor said, “Bickle, you’ve been in the kingdom for 
months now. Get a group of twelve-year olds and start teaching them the Bible.” 
 
I said, “I don’t know anything about the Bible.”  
 
“Start teaching them. Get some books. Whatever they say in the books, tell them. Get the twelve-year olds. The 
sixteen-year olds won’t listen to you, but the twelve-year olds will.” 
 
He kind of made me do it. I went and got five or ten twelve-year olds. Lord, have mercy. I have no idea what I 
told them. I had to pick them up. I had to take them to Dairy Queen afterwards to get them to come to the Bible 
study. They wouldn’t come if they came on their own. I had to pick them up and buy them ice cream afterwards 
to get them to listen to my message that was horribly boring and undoubtedly very confused. I was training 
them and training myself in that hour. 
 
That was a bunny trail. If you’re sixteen years old, start training twelve-year olds. Don’t wait for someone to 
give you a bunch of twelve-year olds. Go to the junior high; that’s what I did, and I found them myself. Pick 
them up, take them to Dairy Queen, and teach them a Bible Study. They don’t know anything, most of them. 
They’ll think, “OK, that sounds awesome.” They’ll think you’re really a deep teacher. I was blown away by 
how they were blown away by how much I knew the Bible.  
 
I knew the names of over ten books of the Bible back then. I remember one of the messages I gave to the 
twelve-year olds. I had an older man sitting in the room. He was about twenty or something. He corrected me 
afterwards. I said, “I want you to turn to the book of Palms.” I thought the book of Psalms was the book of 
Palms. “Turn to the book of Palms. It’s right after the book of Job.” I thought the book of Job was about how to 
get a job. When I needed a summer job, I read the book of Job and couldn’t figure out anything about how to 
get a job. 
 
The man told me, “Mike, Mike, Mike, it isn’t called Palms and it isn’t called Job.”  
 
I said, “That’s what it looks like to me.” The twelve-year olds thought I was awesome because I knew those 
books of the Bible. There you have it. “Back to the subject, Mike.” 
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“MARY HAS CHOSEN THAT GOOD PART, WHICH WILL NOT BE TAKEN AWAY” 
In verse 42, Jesus gives one of the most important statements. Every phrase is full. When you teach your 
twelve-year olds, break down this verse. 
 
He said, “One thing is needed. Mary has chosen that one thing, and that one thing that she chose is very good in 
God’s eyes.” Then He went on and prophesied, “And the thing that she chose that’s so needed, that God calls 
good, will never, ever be taken away from her” (Lk. 10:42, paraphrased). He said, “She will have the anointing 
to live like this all the days of her life, if she wants it.” What an amazing prophecy.  
 
Let’s go to paragraph B. I already mentioned that Mary is sitting at the feet of Jesus to hear His word. In our 
language today, she would read the Bible and talk to Jesus about it. I have a note here in paragraph B at the end 
about how I have some notes on the Internet on how to do that. This is one of the most practical things. It’s 
critical that when you study the Bible, you don’t just get information, but you turn the passage into conversation 
with Jesus. It will cause your heart to be set on fire.  
 
Paragraph C. Jesus makes the great statement: “Only one thing is needed” (Lk. 10:42). What an amazing 
statement.  
 
“That seems a little unbalanced, Jesus.” A lot of people think Jesus in this statement is unbalanced. I don’t have 
the nerve to assume that He’s unbalanced and I’m balanced. That’s not a very safe place to be. When He seems 
strange, I would rather me change instead of think He should change. Well, just so you know, and I know you 
know, He’s not going to change. Either we change or things go wrong. He thinks it’s the one thing that’s most 
needed. It’s the thing most needed in your life.  
 
Someone says, “Well, what do you need? What’s your vision?” 
 
I can tell you the thing you need most. You need more time to sit before Him. Other people may talk you out of 
it, but if Jesus was standing here, He would tell you what He told Martha: this is the one thing you need most. 
 
The church of Jesus Christ in our nation needs this one thing the most. We need ten things, but this is the thing 
needed most. Many wouldn’t agree with this, but I’m lining up with Jesus, and I know most of you are as well. 
 
Paragraph D. He settled the issue; He called it good.  
 
“Sitting at the feet of Jesus, how could that be so good?”  
 
It’s good. When He criticized Martha, the older sister, He said, “You’re distracted by serving.” It’s critical that 
you understand this point: He wasn’t criticizing Martha for serving. Serving isn’t what she did wrong. Serving 
is good. Jesus said, “The servant is the greatest of all” (Lk. 22:26-27, paraphrased). Jesus said that He’s a 
servant. He wasn’t criticizing serving; He was criticizing serving with a wrong spirit. Don’t put in conflict, 
“Either you’re going to go to a prayer meeting and sit at the feet of Jesus, or you’re going to serve.” Beloved, 
we do them both. We don’t choose between those two actions as our lifestyle; we do both of them. Martha, the 
older sister, was serving with a wrong spirit. She was serving with her eyes on people to get their approval, to 
get their applause. She didn’t have her eyes on the Lord, so her serving actually gave her a critical spirit. You 



FASCINATE 2011 – MIKE BICKLE 
Mary of Bethany: Extravagant Love and Devotion to Jesus 
Transcript: 07/13/11 Page 8 

 
IHOP–KC Missions Base    www.IHOP.org 

Free Teaching Library    www.MikeBickle.org  

can tell when you’re serving with a wrong spirit because you’re critical of people who don’t do what you do. 
That means you’re serving with your eyes upon people instead of upon the Lord. 
 
I’ve done that many times, the bad way. I know about this. I’ve had to repent many times when I serve with a 
wrong spirit. Some people, when they read this passage, assume Jesus is saying, “If you have the option, always 
go to a prayer meeting, and never serve.” That’s not what He’s saying. If you go to a prayer meeting and you 
connect with His heart, you’ll actually serve in a far deeper way, in a more sustained way, for years and years 
and years, because your heart will be motivated. Connecting with Jesus doesn’t make us less of a servant, but 
we serve with a different spirit and we serve without burnout when we connect with His heart.  
 
THE LORD WON’T DO THAT WHICH HE ENTRUSTED US TO DO 
Paragraph E. Jesus said, “She chose the right thing.” We each individually must make this choice. No one can 
choose this for you; no one can. Mary chose it, and she didn’t choose it once; she chose it many, many times in 
her life. She re-signed up. She re-signed up. She re-signed up. You must do the same. No one can make this 
choice for you. 
 
I’ve heard people pray like this: “Lord, if You want me to choose this, then You just do it.”  
 
The Lord answers, “No, I won’t do that which I entrusted You to do.” 
 
God won’t choose for you. Don’t ever ask the Lord, “If You want me to do it, then You make me choose.”  
 
He says, “No, I won’t do this. If you love Me, then you choose. If you don’t want to touch Me in this way, then 
don’t do it. I won’t force you to choose this.” It isn’t a one-time choice; it happens over and over. It’s a choice 
that happens over decades. I made this choice some years ago, and I have to make it over and over. I get 
distracted; I get in a wrong spirit. I serve with a wrong spirit. I have to sign back up, realign myself with the 
Lord, and repent of getting in a wrong focus. I keep serving, but I serve out of my place of devotion. I don’t 
serve in place of my place of devotion; I serve from my place of devotion, not in contrast to it. Ideally, I keep 
both of them in my life. I always do more of this than that, and I sort it out later. I’ve been doing it for a lot of 
years, and I’ve never done it exactly right. You don’t have to do it exactly right; you just keep signing back up 
when the Lord shows you that you’re a little off-course. 
 
Paragraph F. This is so cool. Jesus prophesies. He says, “This won’t be taken away from you.” What does that 
mean? He’s saying, “Mary, if you keep choosing it, this anointing on your life, this grace to follow through will 
be on you all the days of your life.” 
 
What a phenomenal prophecy. A lot of people will choose the extravagance of Mary for a summer. They’ll go 
for three weeks, maybe to IHOP-KC, for a summer teen camp. They’ll be radical for the Lord for three weeks 
afterwards. Then, in September and October, the football starts and the music practice and all the other things 
that happen, which are important things to do; we can do them and still have a life in God, but they don’t sustain 
the choice. So people start to lose their way. The Lord told Mary and He’s telling us through Mary, “If you will 
constantly choose to re-sign up, this anointing to follow through will never, ever be lifted from your life. You’ll 
have the ability to do this all the days of your life.”  
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Beloved, that’s what I want. I look back over the years, and I’ve gotten out of balance. I neglect part of it. The 
Spirit reminds me, not always directly, but often through the lips of one of my friends, whether through Allen 
Hood talking or Misty singing a song. I say, “Oh no, I did it again. I’m out of focus. I have to sign back up to sit 
at the feet of Jesus.” 
 
JESUS MAKES A VISIT TO THE HOUSE OF SIMON 
Turn the page. We’ll just look at this for a few moments. It’s about a year later. You can’t always do the timing 
precisely, but it’s approximately one year later. It’s two days before Jesus is going to the cross. He’s in Bethany, 
which is only a mile or two from Jerusalem. He’s back in the Jerusalem area. He’s going to die two or three 
days later. He’s in the home of Simon in Bethany. This is one of Mary and Martha’s good friends. Bethany was 
a very small town. Simon was a lover of Jesus. Mary and Martha were probably neighbors. They had to be 
close, because the town was so small.  
 
Among the lovers of Jesus, word got out that Jesus was coming for dinner. Martha and Simon were in the same 
house group. Martha said to Simon, “Hey Simon, my good friend, I’ll make dinner.” 
 
I can see Mary saying, “Now Martha, don’t start pounding on me when you make that dinner. Don’t volunteer 
for the dinner and then get mad at me. I’m going to sit before Jesus, because He’s dying in a few days.”  
 
Turn to Mark 14:3. As Jesus is sitting at the table, a woman—John tells us the young woman is Mary—comes 
into the room. She’s only about twenty years old; we don’t know exactly, but I think late teens, early twenties is 
the best guess. Mary lived a few houses down. She had a flask, a jar, a pottery-type jar, and she had it all ready. 
It has very expensive perfume in it. We find out later that it’s worth about a year’s wage. I’m just making up a 
number, but there’s about $40,000 or $50,000 worth of perfume in this jar. 
 
Wow. Remember, back in the old days, they didn’t take showers every day. They didn’t have running showers 
like we have today. Perfume was really cool, and an important thing. You can do the math. Perfume was very 
expensive. People would buy and sell perfume because it was part of a social dynamic. The most expensive 
perfumes were the strongest. They had the greatest fragrance, fragrance that lasted the longest. 
 
Mary has this jar of very expensive perfume, worth about a year’s wages—$30,000 to $50,000 worth. That’s a 
lot of money in one jar. She had better not break it when she brings it in. 
 
Jesus is at the table. Now we find out from the other passages that tell this story that Jesus has already told them 
He’s going to die. He tells them, “In two days, I will die.” That’s what He tells them. The twelve apostles are 
men; they’re good men. I’m a man, so I can say this. Jesus tells them, “I’m going to die,” and they think to 
themselves, “Hmm, I wonder what that means?” 
 
Mary, the young girl, says, “It means He’s going to die. That’s what it means.”  
 
The men say, “That’s intense. OK.” 
 
They change the subject. Jesus says, “I will be crucified in a very bloody death in two days.”  
 
“Wow, intense. OK. What about our ministry. What’s going to happen to us?” 
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Mary seems like the only one who actually connected this terrifying news that Jesus said. She ran home, or 
maybe she already had it. She already knew what was going to happen that week. Just for the sake of drama, 
let’s say she runs next door, a few houses down, and gets her perfume. She breaks in, and Jesus is still at the 
table. He’s eating. They’re all around.  
There’s a living room full of people. She breaks in at the table. She takes the whole $50,000 worth of perfume. 
She dumps it on His head. Oh my goodness; it goes straight through Him. All the twelve apostles—it says the 
apostles, not just Judas, but the boys, the men, were really mad: “Sorry Jesus, this crazy twenty-year-old girl, is 
just so extreme. She doesn’t get it.” 
 
We find out in the story here that Jesus looks back at them and says, “You guys don’t get it. She gets it.” She 
pours it on His head. 
 
The other passage in Matthew says the apostles were mad—not just the other men in the home group. Some of 
the main apostles were mad. They were indignant; that means they were mad. “Why all of this waste? It could 
have been sold for $50,000”—or whatever the amount would be—“and given to the poor.” 
 
They criticized her sharply. Beloved, if you live in the devotion of Mary, you’ll be criticized like Mary, even by 
God’s servants; even by some of God’s leaders. I mean, these apostles were good men. They criticized her 
sharply. “Mary, we told you, settle down. You wasted $50,000. Sorry Jesus, this could have been given to the 
poor and the kingdom could have gone forth.” 
 
She is so extreme. They don’t realize that the most extreme thing in human history is going to happen in two 
days. The God who became Man is going to die on a cross. They don’t get it, though He has said it over and 
over and over. They don’t get it. The reason they don’t get it is because they weren’t sitting at His feet like 
Mary had all the time before.  
 
MARY NEVER ONCE DEFENDED HERSELF IN THE FACE OF REBUKE 
I tell you, when you sit at His feet as a lifestyle, you hear the unusual and you hear the things that others don’t 
hear. I don’t say that so you get a proud spirit; my point is that you can respond in extravagance. Mary didn’t 
defend herself at all. I’m not talking about going to a prayer meeting, getting some idea, and then defending it 
and arguing about it. Mary never once answered for herself. She didn’t answer when she was criticized in Luke 
10 or when she was criticized in Mark 14. Mary never once defended herself. 
 
If you do something extreme and someone criticizes you and you say, “God told me and who are you to tell 
me?” you’re not doing the Mary thing at all. 
 
You’re doing the, “Am I not awesome, am I not important, am I not wise?” thing. That’s not the thing that Mary 
did. Don’t answer. The Lord will vindicate you when He pleases. Sometimes He doesn’t vindicate you for a 
while down the road. 
 
In verse 6, the Lord said, “Let her alone” (Mk 14:6). 
 
I can picture Martha in the other room thinking, “If I was those men, I wouldn’t criticize my little sister. She has 
a special connection to His heart.” 
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Martha is in the other room cooking. He says, “Let her alone.”  
 
Martha says, “I knew that was coming. I could feel it. He told me that a year ago. I’m not weighing in on how 
messed up Mary is anymore.” 
 
He said, “It is good.” That’s the second time He said good. Because remember, a year earlier, in Luke 10, He 
told the other sister, “She has chosen the good thing.” It’s a year later. He says to the apostles, “She has done 
the good thing.” He says, “What she did moves Me. It’s good to Me. I like what she did. I like how she loves 
Me. This moves My heart. It’s good, and you guys are wrong. What she did, I’ll remember.”  
 
Then He goes on in verse 9 and really gets extreme. He says, “What this woman has done will be told 
throughout all history as a memorial. It will be told as a story that honors her virtue” (Mk. 12:9, paraphrased). 
That’s what a memorial is. It’s a story that will be told. I tell you, many of the people in that room who 
criticized Mary, we don’t know much about at all, but everyone knows the story, the memorial of this twenty-
year-old girl who had unusual devotion because she moved the heart of God. The reason the story is 
remembered by you and me is because it’s in the Bible. The reason it’s in the Bible and we remember it is 
because God remembers it and it moved Him. 
 
MARY WASHED THE FEET OF JESUS IN THE MOST EXTRAVAGANT WAY 
Beloved, do you know the way you move Him? Let’s look at paragraph A. John 12:3. It was poured on His 
head. The perfume ran down His clothes and onto His feet. Mary got on the ground, on her knees, with her hair, 
and she washed His feet. Remember, just a few days later, in the upper room, Jesus is going to wash their feet as 
an example of servanthood. Here she is, washing His feet, not with a towel, with water, but in perfume with her 
own hair. She is washing the feet of the Son of God in the most extravagant way. She’s serving, but with a spirit 
of devotion. She’s doing the foot-washing, but in a way that cost her entire inheritance. She threw her whole 
future into this. This is the most remarkable statement. Even more remarkable than that: this perfume is so 
strong; that’s why it’s expensive. Not only did the perfume have such lasting power, but they would have 
smelled the fragrance on Jesus for days and days. When something of that intensity is poured on someone, that 
kind of costly perfume, they’ll smell it for a week. Two days later, He’s on the cross. I tell you, I have no doubt 
that the thieves on either side, and the Roman soldiers, could smell that perfume. Here’s the interesting thing: 
there’s one young woman in the crowd and she smells exactly like He smells. Everywhere she goes, she smells 
like He does. The apostles denied the Lord and fled. This young girl stands there and smells like Him. She 
could never distance herself from Him. She has no intention of distancing herself. She says, “I’ll go down with 
You all the way. I have no other vision but to love You.” 
 
Paragraph C. “Why all this waste?” That’s what the leaders said. Beloved, most people waste their lives one 
way or the other. So many people throw their life into the will of God, into costly extravagance, and other 
people, even believers, says, “What a waste. What a waste.”  
 
Or they go the other extreme. They don’t have extravagance for Jesus; they don’t walk in the first 
commandment. The Lord says, “What a waste. What a waste.” Most people waste their lives one way or the 
other. Some people have that balance right in the middle, but not very many. We could throw ourselves into 
extravagance and people around us will say, “What a waste. It’s so unnecessary that you had to be that 
devoted.” 
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Beloved, I’m not looking for the minimal requirements. I’m not looking for how little I have to do, how much 
sin I can get away with. I’m looking for how much God will anoint me to give all of my strength to love Him. 
That’s the question of the hour. There’s a false doctrine on the grace of God. It’s growing in the land. It’s 
growing on the college campuses, in the midst of believers. It’s all through the church, and high school 
ministries. It’s a false doctrine of grace. They present the grace of God as that which enables us to continue in 
compromise with confidence that everything is OK. We can live spiritually lazy; we can live spiritually passive. 
We can indulge our flesh because we’re under the grace of God, and His grace makes everything OK. 
We compromise, we’re lazy, we’re selfish, we don’t connect with the Lord, but praise God for the grace of God. 
That’s a serious deception, and it’s widespread in the Church. Don’t buy it. The grace of God isn’t given to you 
to make you comfortable in sin and passivity and laziness. The grace of God is given to you to strengthen you to 
be wholehearted, to give all of your strength, all of your mind to Him. That’s the power of the grace of God.  
 
The question is not, “How little do I have to do?”  
 
The question is, “How far will You let me go, Jesus?”  
 
We have musicians here; I’m just using our example. There are 1,000 good examples around the earth. We have 
some musicians here, and they’re really good. Some folks back home say, “What a waste. You’re in a little 
prayer room of 200 people. Here you are, Jaye Thomas, in the middle of the night, with a few hundred people. 
No one knows and no one cares. You could be a household name—for Jesus of course. All you have to do is go 
the other way, get a little famous, then come back and tell people how much you love Jesus.”  
 
Some of these singers and musicians say, “No, I will waste my life on Jesus.  
Being in His presence is good enough for me.”  
 
You heard Jaye’s testimony. “Jaye, you could be a Christian rock star if you wanted it.”  
 
“He is worthy. Not only am I choosing the house of prayer; I’m choosing the most difficult assignment.” 
 
He stays up every night to worship in a small room of a few hundred people. Why? “He is worthy. That’s why.”  
 
We have young people with such brilliant minds. One that comes to mind is Sarah Sun Kim, who leads the 
Bible School with Allen, Shelley, and some of the others. Sarah Sun attended Columbia University, a 
prestigious Ivy League school in New York. She aced it; her grades were phenomenal. Ivy League schools are 
tough. Harvard knocked on her door and said, “We will give you a full scholarship if you’ll do your masters 
degree program with us. We’re so impressed with you, we will pay you to come to Harvard.” 
 
She went to Harvard, and she aced Harvard. She’s a smart girl. The United Nations, the United States 
government, and some other people knocked on her door. They offered her big opportunities. Her specialty was 
the nuclear ambitions of North Korea. That was her focus in her masters program. They were pursuing her: 
“Hey, you have a great future—a phenomenal future. A girl as smart as you is really going places. You’re 
trained. You’ll go high in the government,” some people said. “You’ll affect nations.”  
 



FASCINATE 2011 – MIKE BICKLE 
Mary of Bethany: Extravagant Love and Devotion to Jesus 
Transcript: 07/13/11 Page 13 

 
IHOP–KC Missions Base    www.IHOP.org 

Free Teaching Library    www.MikeBickle.org  

The Spirit spoke to her and said, “Resign everything and go to IHOP-KC.” She raised support so she could 
come here. 
 
I met her and said, “I know about you. You’re kind of famous. Your brother Brian is here and we’ve heard 
about you.”  
 
“He is worthy and I can change the earth in intercession even more than I can do it in the halls of Washington. 
 
I said, “That’s intense.” That kind of shook me up a little. I said, “Wow.”  
 
How are some of the people responding? These aren’t her words. I know how life works. “Did you hear about 
poor Sarah? She began a religious fanatic. What a waste.” I tell you, it moved the heart of God. Amen.  
 
MINISTRY TIME 
You’re saying, “I want the extravagance of Mary of Bethany, and I don’t want to apologize to anyone for my 
intensity. God likes it and calls it good.” Beloved, you don’t have to apologize to anyone. God likes your 
abandonment to Him. Extreme times require extreme measures. That’s what I want IHOP-KC to be. I said a 
prayer before we started IHOP-KC. I said, “Lord, IHOP-KC makes sense to me.” Our passion is to see the 
Great Commission, the gospel, go forth. I said, “Lord, if thousands of us worship You, it would be like a Mary 
of Bethany perfume. All the money it takes, we will waste on worshiping You if that’s what You want.”  
 
He said, “I want you to do twenty-four-hour worship. Do it.”  
 
So it’s offering. We’re wasting it on Him, though it’s affecting the Great Commission and the preaching of the 
gospel. 
 
There are two things happening. Prayer is changing the spiritual atmosphere. 
Also, we’re standing before Him because He is worthy. I said, “Lord, if there are a thousand, 10,000 of us, let 
us be like an alabaster flask broken over You in this generation.” 
 
May all the houses of prayer in our nation have that testimony. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


