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Leading Worship with Excellence: Aiming for the Right Target 
I. DISCERNING THE THINGS THAT ARE EXCELLENT  

A. We seek to discern the things that God calls excellent in the midst of things “less than excellent.”  
9I pray that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment,  
10that you may approve [agree with] the things that are excellent…(Phil. 1:9-10)  

B. Paul connected excellence in a worship service to edifying the people who were present. He 
emphasized the need for them to understand or make sense of what was happening to be edified.  
12Since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you 
seek to excel. 13Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret… 
16Otherwise…how will he who occupies the place of the uninformed say "Amen" at your 
giving of thanks, since he does not understand?...26Let all things be done for edification.  
(1 Cor. 14:12-16, 26)  

C. We need clear definitions of what God calls excellent so that we can aim for the right target. 
There are many voices today that contribute to forming the picture we have in our minds as to 
what excellence and success look like when the Spirit has His way in a worship service. 

D. As we seek the things that are excellent in context to leading worship, it includes seeking to 
glorify Jesus and seeing people engage with God in worship, following the Spirit’s leadership 
as we minister in a spirit of humility while developing skill in our instrument and leadership, 
giving creative expression, and seeking to serve and edify the majority who gather to worship. 

II. ENGAGING THE CONGREGATION IN WORSHIP (PSALM 2) 

A. David described the inheritance that Jesus seeks in His people who respond to Him in three 
specific ways—by trembling, rejoicing, and kissing the Son (Ps. 2:11-12).  
8I [the Father] will give You[Jesus] the nations for Your inheritance…10Therefore, be wise, O 
kings…11Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 12Kiss the Son, lest He be 
angry, and you perish in the way, when His wrath is kindled but a little. (Ps. 2:8–12)  

B. Fear and trembling: The fear of God is foundational to all that He does in His kingdom.  
10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom… (Prov. 9:10)  
 

31The churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were edified. And 
walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit… (Acts 9:31)  
 
12Therefore…work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. (Phil. 2:12)  
 

5A voice came from the throne, saying, "Praise our God, all…who fear Him…6I heard…the 
voice of a great multitude…saying, "Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! 7Let us be 
glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come…” (Rev. 19:5-7)  
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C. Rejoice with trembling: We rejoice in the person of Jesus and in the benefits of our salvation. It 
is important to understand from a biblical perspective what rejoicing and joy look like.  

D. Kiss the Son: David spoke symbolically of our affections being filled with passion for Jesus. The 
Holy Spirit is restoring the first commandment to first place in the Body of Christ. 

III. JOSEPH’S DUNGEON: CALL TO HUMILITY (APRIL 1984) 

A. In April 1984, I heard the audible voice of God say, “I have a revelation for you. Call Bob 
Jones.” Bob told me that the Lord took him in an open vision to Joseph’s dungeon where he saw 
two men—a cup bearer and a baker. They represented two types of ministries (Gen. 40:2-19). 
They were both in prison being accused of having poison in their service before the king. The 
bread in Bob’s vision represented the ministry of the Word (speaking, singing, writing, etc.). 
2Pharaoh was angry with…the chief butler (cup bearer) and the chief baker. 3So he put them 
in…prison, the place where Joseph was…4They were in custody for a while. 5The butler and 
the baker…had a dream, both of them, each man's dream in one night…12Joseph said to him 
(butler/cup bearer), "This is the interpretation…13within three days Pharaoh will…restore 
you…and you will put Pharaoh's cup in his hand…18Joseph answered (the baker)…"  
19within three days Pharaoh will…hang you on a tree… (Gen. 40:2-19)  

B. One ministry was proven to be guilty and put to death (baker) while the other (cup bearer) would 
be found innocent and exalted to serve wine in the presence of the King. The Lord told Bob that 
the baker (his ministry) would be put to death because he had poison in his bread (ministry). The 
poison that offended the Lord was that their ministry did not “produce humility” in the people.  

C. The poison in the baker’s bread was killing God’s family. The Lord would put the ministries 
represented by the baker to death. In other words, He would take their ministry away.  

D. The Lord told Bob that He would begin in ten years (April 1994) to test His body with humility 
in context to releasing the wine of His Spirit. Some would express their pride in resisting the 
Spirit’s ministry and others by exaggerating it. Exhibitionism adds to the Spirit’s manifestations 
and draws attention to ourselves so that we can be seen as anointed or sensitive to the Spirit.  

E. The Lord is looking for ministries that will deeply embrace humility in their personal lifestyle, 
ministry focus, and ministry style so as to be used by the Holy Spirit to produce it in others.  

F. If we aim for love and humility, we will always win. People who live for love and humility are 
stable and difficult to offend because they do not have false expectations in their serving.   

G. In our zeal for the Spirit’s activity, we must discern between what is allowable and even good 
and what is best or excellent. This is an aspect of a new expression of Christianity.    
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H. Being childlike in faith with a teachable spirit is not to be childish in our discernment. We are 
not to be childish in perspective nor in conducting ourselves without the restraints of love. 
Children are focused on themselves and their needs as they draw attention to themselves.   
3Unless you…become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom…4Whoever 
humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom… (Mt. 18:3-4)  
 

20Do not be children in understanding; however, in malice be babes, but in understanding be 
mature...40Let all things be done decently and in order. (1 Cor. 14:20, 40)  

IV. LEARNING MEEKNESS FROM JESUS  

A. I received a prophetic word (May 2005): “Meekness is the magnet that attracts God’s favor.” 
The only character trait that Jesus declared about Himself was that He was meek. A significant 
issue in being a disciple of Jesus is to learn meekness from Him. We must regularly ask Him to 
teach us about it—to give us insight into the specifics of walking it out.  
29Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart [meek]… 
(Mt. 11:29)  

B. We must understand the true nature of our problem with pride. Pride is elusive and deceptive. It 
hides below the surface with many deadly tentacles. Most of our pride is unperceived; it is not 
obvious to us. We are by nature proud. The “gravitational pull” of our unrenewed mind is to 
draw attention to and to seek to establish how much better we are than others.  

C. The enemy tempts us with pride that lies subtly hidden in our attitudes, related especially to our 
knowledge and our gifting, appearance, and influence.  

D. The essence of pride is not overt strutting and bragging, but it is to be preoccupied with self. This 
causes us to be distracted with emotional traffic in seeking to manage different negative 
emotions such as rejection, jealousy, fear of our goals being blocked, how I look to others, etc.  

E. A reliable thermometer to the condition of our heart is seen in how we respond to pressure. It 
gives us insight into how we will respond to blessing. If we react wrongly to criticism then we 
will react wrongly to praise because we care too much about what people think. 
21Man is tested by the praise he receives. (Prov. 27:21, NIV) 

F. Humility has a deep sense of our need to be helped and taught by God and by people. This is the 
beginning point of the flower of humility that has many different expressions.  
3Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. (Mt. 5:3)  

G. Evidence #1: Drawing attention to Jesus—Humility in our platform ministry style includes 
drawing attention to Jesus and not to ourselves. We must decrease and avoid showmanship, etc.  
29The friend of the Bridegroom…rejoices greatly because of the Bridegroom's voice… 
Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled. 30He must increase, but I must decrease. (Jn. 3:29-30)  
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H. Evidence #2: Teachable spirit— A primary stronghold of pride is related to knowledge (biblical, 
musical, financial, political, etc.). James gives us a practical teaching on humility. It includes 
being teachable and eager to learn from others and easy to correct. Humility is quick to hear or to 
be taught and is slow to speak or to correct and instruct others (Jas. 1:19). Pride seeks to quickly 
speak or teach others instead of being quick to be taught (or to hear).  
1Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies. (1 Cor. 8:1)  
 

19Let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath [anger]… (Jas. 1:19)  

I. Evidence #3: Grateful spirit—Humility sees we are getting a better deal than we deserve (if all 
the information was considered). Pride feels mistreated and often complains with a bitter spirit. 
Most believers do not use the word bitterness, but use burned out or not valued.  

J. Evidence #4: Servant spirit—Humility uses its position of influence to serve and benefit others.  
3In lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4Let each of you look out 
…for the interests of others. 5Let this mind be in you which was in Christ… (Phil. 2:3-5) 

K. The Holy Spirit desires to establish a culture of honor and humility in His people. We honor the 
whole Body of Christ and the work of the Spirit in all the different streams in the Body (Baptists, 
Nazarenes, Presbyterians, Anglicans, Episcopal, Pentecostal, non-denominational, etc.). We have 
a deep sense of our need for others along with a sense of the inadequacies and short-comings in 
our own life and ministry. IHOP is just one of many thousands of streams in the Body of Christ.  

L. Meekness is best formed in the time of one’s youth. Young people are called to submit not 
because older people are wiser or deserve more honor, but because youth is the strategic season 
of life when “the wet cement dries” as they are forming either a mindset of pride or humility that 
will affect their future family, occupation, and destiny. We present ourselves in the clothing of 
humility that draws attention to Jesus and that seeks the blessing and advantage of others. 
5Younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one 
another, and be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble.” 6Therefore humble yourselves…that He may exalt you in due time… (1 Pet. 5:5-6)  

M. Jeremiah addressed two important issues being formed in the days of our youth—humility in 
speech and image. The striking of the cheek speaks of being insulted and bearing the reproach of 
being misunderstood. The yoke of humility is the yoke of restraint especially in our speech. 
27It is good for a man to bear the yoke in his youth. 28Let him…keep silent, because God has 
laid it on him; 29let him put his mouth in the dust—there may yet be hope. 30Let him give his 
cheek to the one who strikes him, and be full of reproach [not defending self]. (Lam. 3:27-30)  


