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Session 06 Jesus the Son of Man (Rev. 1)

I. Jesus shows His glory and beauty to John as the Son of Man 

A. Jesus revealed His majesty as the Son of Man who is Prophet, Priest, and King (Rev. 1). He highlighted 24 aspects of His majesty (Rev. 1-3), giving John a clear picture of who He is (how He thinks and feels - Rev. 1:10-18) and what He wants (in the Church - Rev. 2-3). 

10I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, 11saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,”…12Having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 14His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; 15His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters; 16He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength. 17When I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. (Rev. 1:10-17) 

B. The title Jesus used most often about Himself was that He was the Son of Man (85 references). This title is from Daniel’s prophecy of the Messiah who would rule all the nations (Dan. 7:14). 
13I was watching in the night visions, and behold, One like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days [the Father] and they brought Him near before Him. 14Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations…should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion… (Dan. 7:13-14) 
C. By using this title, Jesus emphasized two truths—that He was fully God and fully human. He is the God-man. Only one who is God can draw so near on a heavenly cloud to the Ancient of Days (the Father’s throne). Jesus was saying, “I am fully God yet fully human. I am God and I am also one of you.” Ezekiel often spoke of himself as a son of man or as a weak man made of clay. 

D. Alpha and Omega: Jesus is God; He has the fullness of wisdom and love. The Greek alphabet starts with alpha and ends with omega. The phrase “alpha and omega” indicates completeness, meaning the first and last letters and all the letters in between. As a title for Jesus, it portrays Him as sovereign Lord over everything that takes place throughout the course of history. 
E. The First and the Last: Jesus is man; He is the first man to be raised from the dead and will bring all things under His feet, even the very last enemy, death (1 Cor. 15:24-28; Col. 1:15, 18; Rev. 5:12). This is the title Jesus used most in the book of Revelation (Rev. 1:11, 17; 2:8; 22:13). He used it in the context of His death and resurrection, calling us to resist fear in martyrdom. 

8These things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life…10Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer…be faithful until death. (Rev. 2:8-10) 

15He is…the firstborn over all creation…18He is the head of the body…who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. (Col. 1:15-18) 

26The last enemy that will be destroyed is death. (1 Cor. 15:26) 

II. Jesus as the Son of Man 

A. By calling Himself the Son of Man, Jesus veiled His glory as the God-Man and His Messianic role to deliver Israel from the oppression of the Gentile nations at the end of the age. For most of His earthly ministry, He did not openly claim to be God or Messiah. Possibly He did not want interference from the Zealots who were stirring Israel to a revolt against the Roman Empire. Only those familiar with the prophecies of Daniel understood Jesus’ claim to be the Son of Man. 

B. Jesus used this title at His trial, so that the high priest and the Sanhedrin would all know His claim to be the One prophesied by Daniel, and would thus understand the implications of their actions again Him. Jesus used this title when privately teaching the apostles about His second coming (Mt. 24:30; 25:31). The theme of the book of Revelation is that Jesus will return to bring salvation to the nations. 

64Jesus said to him, “…I say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.” (Mt. 26:64) 

C. Jesus spoke of Himself as the Man with authority to judge all things, as Daniel had prophesied. 
27Father…has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man. (Jn. 5:27) 

III. Jesus the prophet

A. Jesus, as the great prophet, ministers with a supernatural power and purity in ministry.

B. Jesus’ eyes: His eyes like a fire speak of several things, including His prophetic knowledge that penetrates all things, as fire penetrates metal; His zeal for purity; and His burning desire of love. 
14His eyes like a flame of fire… (Rev. 1:14) 

C. Jesus possesses all knowledge and sees the full truth about everything. The fear of God grows in us when we are aware that God sees everything that we do and all that is hidden in the darkness.
13There is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. (Heb. 4:13) 

3The eyes of the LORD are in every place, keeping watch on…evil and the good. (Prov. 15:3) 

D. Jesus applied the truth about His eyes being like fire to His judgment against immorality in Thyatira. He searches our minds and hearts. He honors our cry to be delivered by helping us. Churches in the region of Thyatira feared God as they saw Jesus’ judgment on fellow believers. 

18These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire…20I have a few things against you, because you allow that woman Jezebel…to teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality…22I will cast her into a sickbed…23I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according to your works. (Rev. 2:18-23) 

E. Jesus imparts His fire of grace to those who seek to obey Him and sends His fire of judgment on those who refuse Him by continuing in immorality. The eyes of fire that judge also release grace. He releases the “fire of grace” or the “fire of judgment” depending on how we respond to Him. 

F. God connected His fire to His love. He is a consuming, or devouring, fire who jealously desires us and destroys all that hinders love. Fire consumes, or takes possession of, all it touches. Jesus our Bridegroom God is filled with holy jealous love; He is unrelenting in pursuing us until He has all our heart. God will not relent or give up on us, so we must not relent or give up. 

24For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous [passionate] God. (Deut. 4:24) 

14For the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God… (Ex. 34:14) 

G. Jesus will seal our heart by imparting His fiery jealous love in us. His eyes of fire warm and tenderize our hearts. As fire makes metal soft and melts ices, so His eyes soften our cold hearts. 
6Set Me [Jesus] as a seal upon your heart…for love is as strong as death, its flames are flames of fire, a most vehement flame. 7Many waters [sins] cannot quench love… (Song 8:6-7)

H. Jesus’ eyes of fire speak of His ability to see everything, to feel fiery love for us, to impart it to us, and to destroy all that hinders love. He sees, remembers, and rewards all that we do in serving Him, giving relevance to each day in our life. He sees our burdens, joys, and sorrows. He knows our future, giving us hope. He knows our enemies and knows all that is important to us (Ps. 139). Fire illuminates: As fire gives light, so His fire gives understanding to our hearts.
Fire warms: His eyes warm and tenderize our hearts with the flame of God’s love.
Fire spreads: The Spirit imparts God’s fire to those who want it. 
Fire purifies: As fire removes impurity, so God will purify us. 
Fire destroys: As fire destroys, so God’s enemies will be vanquished by His fire.
Fire empowers: As fire releases energy, so God’s fire energizes His people.
Fire terrifies: As fire terrifies those who get in its way, so our God is a consuming fire. 
I. Jesus’ voice: Jesus, as the great prophet, has a powerful voice like the sound of many waters, like a roaring lion, and as strong as a trumpet. Jesus’ voice is powerful and full of majesty (Ps. 29:4) Jesus’ powerful prophetic voice is connected to His purity and wisdom as seen in His hair. 

15His voice as the sound of many waters… (Rev. 1:15) 

4The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. (Ps. 29:4) 

J. As the faithful witness, He trumpets God’s warnings of coming judgment (Rev. 1:5; 3:14). 

10I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, 11saying “I am the Alpha and the Omega…” (Rev. 1:10-11) 

6If the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet, and the people are not warned… [their] blood I will require at the watchman’s hand. (Ezek. 33:6) 

10He will roar like a lion. When He roars, then His sons shall come trembling… (Hos. 11:10) 

K. Jesus’ hair: Jesus’ head and hair are white as wool and snow, possessing the Father’s glory. God’s white garments and hair speak of His eternal existence, purity, and wisdom (Dan. 7:9). 
14His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow… (Rev. 1:14) 

9His [the Father’s] garment was white as snow, and the hair of His head was like pure wool. (Dan. 7:9) 

L. God’s head, hair, and garments—white like snow or wool—emphasize His purity (Ps. 51:7) 

18“Come now…let us reason together,” says the LORD, “Though your sins are like scarlet [red], they shall be as white as snow; though they are red…they shall be as wool.” (Isa. 1:18) 

IV. Jesus our high priest 

A. Jesus reveals Himself as our High Priest; it is a declaration of His love and our sure salvation. 

15For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. (Heb. 4:15-16) 

B. Jesus shows Himself as our High Priest who made a way for us to live in God’s presence. 

19Having boldness to enter the Holiest…20by a new and living way…through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21and having a High Priest…22let us draw near… (Heb. 10:19-22) 

C. Jesus’ garments: Jesus is revealed as our high priest in being clothed in priestly robes with a golden breastplate, standing in the midst of seven lampstands (representing seven churches v. 20). The high priest stood before the seven-branched lampstand in the holy place (Ex. 25:31-40). 

13In the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. (Rev. 1:13) 

D. Jesus was girded about His chest with a golden band, as Israel’s high priest wore a robe girded with a sash and breastplate (Ex. 28:4; Lev. 16:4). Isaiah saw Jesus’ long priestly robe (Jn. 12:41). 
1I saw the Lord sitting on a Throne…and the train of His robe filled the temple... (Isa. 6:1) 

E. Walking in the midst: His walking in the midst of the candlesticks, or churches, (Rev. 1:20) assures us of His deep involvement. He walks with us, aware of our needs, frailty, and pressures. 

F. Jesus’ right hand: Jesus holding the seven stars or the leaders speaks of His promise to anoint, direct, and protect them. He is tender towards us even when we feel inadequate. Jesus holds and helps His leaders to do what He entrusts to them. The stars speak of the leaders of the churches, who were responsible to make known the message John received from Jesus. Stars speak of those who faithfully speak the truth (Dan. 12:3). The right hand is the place of favor (Ps. 110:1). 

16He had in His right hand seven stars…20The seven stars are the angels [messengers] of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands…are the seven churches. (Rev. 1:16, 20) 

V. Jesus the Warrior king 

A. Jesus the warrior King will defeat His enemies and rule all the nations as Daniel prophesied. 

13One like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days [the Father]…14Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations…should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion… (Dan. 7:13-14) 

B. Son of Man: the God-Man who rules all nations as the King of kings, as seen in Daniel 7:13-14.

12Having turned I saw…13One like the Son of Man…14His eyes like…fire… (Rev. 1:12-14) 

16He has on His robe…a name written: King of kings and Lord of lords. (Rev. 19:16) 

C. Jesus’ mouth: From Jesus’ mouth proceeds a sharp two-edged sword (Rev. 2:12, 16; 19:15). In this, we see Jesus the King destroying His enemies. A two-edged sword is effective in battle. 
16Out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword… (Rev. 1:16) 

D. God’s Word is compared to a sword (Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4:12). The sword coming out of His mouth releases the Spirit’s power and judgment against all that opposes His people. 

17And take…the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God… (Eph. 6:17) 

E. The sword of His mouth includes the command from His mouth to destroy His enemies. The sword is used to kill His enemies in the context of war, as at Armageddon (Rev. 19:11-21).

15Out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. (Rev. 19:15) 

F. Jesus’ countenance: Jesus’ countenance exhilarates the saints and destroys His enemies. Jesus’ glory is brighter and stronger than the sun. As it is impossible to look directly into the sun, so His enemies will be unable to stand before Him. He is the Morning Star that fills us with brightness.

16His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength. (Rev. 1:16) 

3Who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person… (Heb. 1:3) 

15The kings of the earth…hid themselves in…the rocks…16and said to the mountains… “Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne…” (Rev. 6:15-16) 

8Then the lawless one [Antichrist] will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. (2 Thes. 2:8) 

23The moon will be disgraced and the sun ashamed; for the LORD of hosts will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem and before His elders, gloriously. (Isa. 24:23) 

24The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. The nations...shall walk in its light... (Rev. 21:24) 

11I saw a great white throne and Him…from whose face the earth…fled away.  (Rev. 20:11) 

G. Jesus’ feet: Jesus’ feet are like refined brass that will purify all that He inherits and judge all that is contrary to holiness. This speaks of His judgment against oppression and sin (Rev. 19:2). His feet are like brass to judge His enemies. He will trample His enemies under His feet (Ps. 110:1). 

15His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace… (Rev. 1:15) 

2He has judged the great harlot who corrupted the earth with her fornication; and He has avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her. (Rev. 19:2) 

1The LORD said to my Lord “Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” (Ps. 110:1) 

H. Feet in the Scripture speak of receiving our inheritance and victory over the enemy. Jesus will crush all opposition with His feet which are like burnished bronze.

3Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you... (Josh. 1:3) 

I. Ezekiel saw Jesus’ legs and feet in a way that is similar to what John saw. 
27The appearance of His waist and downward I saw…the appearance of fire with brightness. (Ezek. 1:27) 

J. John’s response: John fell as a dead man. Jesus assured him that He had authority over all. 
17I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying to me, “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. 18I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.” (Rev. 1:17-18) 

K. Jesus was dead and came to life after He had experienced the suffering of a cruel death. He understands our humanity and suffering and possesses power over death, knowing that the way to victory is being rooted in eternity. 

L. A-R-K: Jesus revealed His majesty as the Son of Man who is our Prophet, Priest, and King (Rev. 1). He highlighted 24 aspects of His majesty (Rev. 1-3), giving John a clear picture of who He is (how He thinks and feels, in Rev. 1:10-18) and what He wants (in the Church, in Rev. 2-3). 

M. We worship Jesus by applying the truths to our lives in three ways:

1. Agreement: Make declarations of agreement to Jesus as one who loves you. For example, pray, “Jesus, You are the One who has eyes of fire and who consumes me.”
2. Revelation: “Reveal Yourself to me as the One with eyes of fire who consumes me.”  

3. Keep the prophecy: We respond in faith to the truth of Jesus as the One who loves us. Pray, “I will set my heart to seek Your face and to experience Your eyes of fire.” 

IHOP–KC Missions Base    www.IHOP.org
Free Teaching Library    www.MikeBickle.org 
IHOP–KC Missions Base    www.IHOP.org
Free Teaching Library    www.MikeBickle.org 

