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Session 08 Encountering Jesus: Overcoming Temptation (Rev. 2)

I. The temptation of power and pleasure 
A. The Spirit is preparing the Church to operate in great power. However, He first requires that we live in agreement with Him in our lifestyles by refusing all idolatry and immorality. Idolatry speaks of power outside of God’s will and immorality speaks of pleasure outside of God’s will. Jesus gave us insight on how to overcome all temptations related to power and pleasure.
B. Immorality is all sexual activity outside of marriage (physical, verbal, technological). Immorality grants Satan legal doors of access to bring harm to our family and to spiritually injure our hearts. Idolatry is expressed in covetousness and/or sorcery (Col. 3:5; Eph. 5:5). Covetousness is idolatry—it is the pursuit of money in ways that directly oppose Jesus’ leadership over our life. 
C. The churches in Thyatira and Pergamos walked in idolatry and immorality. Both were influenced by false teaching on grace that allowed them to participate in the immoral, idolatrous feasts. False teaching makes people comfortable in compromise, instead of giving us confidence to pursue purity. 

14You have those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before…Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality. (Rev. 2:14) 

20I have a few things against you, because you allow…Jezebel…to teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. (Rev. 2:20) 

II. Encountering Jesus in the process of overcoming temptation 
A. We are supposed to connect the specific descriptions of Jesus seen in Revelation 1-3 to specific problems in our lives and churches. Part of Jesus’ solution to problems in the seven churches of Asia (Rev. 2-3) was found in the way He revealed Himself to them. For example, Jesus revealed four specific things about Himself to the churches of Pergamos and Thyatira and four specific rewards as part of the solution to the two primary temptations they were facing (Rev. 2:12-28). 

B. Jesus emphasized that He had a sharp two-edged sword that He would use to fight the saints (Rev. 2:12, 16) and that He was the Son of God with His eyes like a flame of fire and feet like brass (Rev. 2:18).
12To…Pergamos write…, “He who has the sharp two-edged sword…16Repent, or else I will… fight against them with the sword of My mouth”… 18To…Thyatira write…“The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass…” (Rev. 2:12, 16, 18) 

C. Jesus promised to reward overcomers with hidden manna, a white stone with a new name (Rev. 2:17), power to rule the nations with Jesus (Rev. 2:26), and the morning star (Rev. 2:28). 
17To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name…26I will give power over the nations—27He shall rule them…as I received from My Father 28and I will give him the morning star. (Rev. 2:17, 26-28)
III. Jesus’ sharp sword 
A. Jesus has a sharp two-edged sword. This speaks of His zeal to intervene against sin in the Church (Rev. 2:16) and against those who oppress the Church (Rev. 19:15). The sword of Jesus’ mouth refers to His power being released by the commands of His mouth. If we obey His Word, His sword will be a sword that liberates us. If we reject Him, it will be a sword that troubles us. 

12To…Pergamos write, “He who has the sharp two-edged sword…16Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of My mouth”… (Rev. 2:12, 16, 18) 

B. The sword of His mouth in a believer’s life speaks of the conviction of the Spirit. The Lord focuses His communication with them on helping them to obey Him. We may long for more communication, but He withholds it until we agree with what He says about immorality.
12The word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword… (Heb. 4:12)
IV. Jesus delivering believers from immorality 
A. Jesus’ ministry to deliver believers from immorality involved them encountering the truth about Him as the Son of God, with eyes like a fire and feet like brass (Rev. 2:18). He wanted all to know of His zeal when a believer who flaunted their immorality died of unnatural causes.

18These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass…20You allow that woman Jezebel…to teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality…22 Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent…23I will kill her children [disciples] with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts. (Rev. 2:18-23) 
B. Believers are sometimes made sick and die prematurely under God’s judgment on immorality. God’s discipline includes Satan being permitted to make the unrepentant sick (1 Cor. 5:1-5; 11:30-32). If we judge ourselves and repent, then we will not be disciplined by the Lord. 

30For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep. 31If we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged [by the Lord]. 32When we are judged, we are chastened [disciplined] by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world. (1 Cor. 11:30-32) 

4Each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5not in passion of lust…6that no one should take advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter [committing adultery with his wife], because the Lord is the avenger of all such…8He who rejects this does not reject man, but God, who has given us His Holy Spirit. (1 Thes. 4:4-8) 

C. Paul commanded the elders to deliver a believer over to Satan (lift God’s protection allowing Satan to make him sick) to wake him up spiritually so that he would not eventually fall away. We can reverse God’s judgment or discipline by repenting of any compromise in our life. 

1There is sexual immorality among you…that a man has his father's wife…4In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh [sickness], that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. (1 Cor. 5:1-5) 

V. Jesus’ eyes like fire 

A. Eyes like a flame of fire: His eyes like fire speak of His burning desire of love, His intensity, and His knowledge that penetrates all things as fire penetrates metal. They speak of His ability to see everything, to feel love for us, to impart love to us, and to destroy all that hinders love. 
B. God connected His fire to His jealous love. He is a consuming, or devouring, fire who jealously desires us and destroys all that hinders love. Fire consumes, or takes possession of, all it touches. Jesus our Bridegroom God is filled with holy jealous love; He is unrelenting in pursuing us until He has our whole heart. God will not relent or give up on us, so we must not relent or give up. 

24For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous [passionate] God. (Deut. 4:24) 

C. Fire symbolizes the impartation of holy love and the release of judgment. He releases either the “fire of grace” or the “fire of judgment,” depending on how we respond to Him. 
D. Jesus sees the full truth about us. The fear of God grows in us when we are aware that God sees everything that we do. His eyes speak of His attentiveness to His people and to what they do. 

13There is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. (Heb. 4:13) 

E. Being equipped to overcome immorality is related to understanding the power of His eyes and the power of our eyes. The path of freedom includes our eyes being fixed on His eyes. Bondage occurs when our eyes are disconnected from His eyes. To interact with His eyes means to be aware that God sees everything good and bad in our lives. 
F. Fire involves light and heat. The light from Jesus enlightens our spiritual eyes and causes us to see differently. Jesus warms and tenderizes our cold heart and causes us to feel differently. When tokens of His eyes of fire touch us, our mind is enlightened and our hearts are tenderized.
VI. Jesus’ feet like brass 

A. Feet like fine brass: Brass is a symbol of judgment against sin. Jesus’ feet like brass speak of His commitment to step in to deliver His people from persistent immorality with various measures of His redemptive judgments that free us from what hinders love in our lives.
B. Jesus’ feet like brass alter our external circumstances. He steps in to change our circumstances. With His feet like brass He crushes the circumstances that empower us to continue in sin. 
C. When He steps in with His feet like brass to alter our circumstances, He cuts off sinful options and uses circumstances to wake us up. With His feet, He kills Jezebel’s disciples or hinders them by frustrating their circumstances, making it more difficult to engage in immorality. 

D. It is the combination of His eyes and feet that leads to the path of freedom. His feet alter our circumstances to prevent sin from increasing. His eyes empower our heart with love. The pathway to freedom from immorality and idolatry begins with seeing and feeling what He sees and feels and in knowing that He will eventually intervene as One with feet like brass. 

VII. Rewards for overcomers 

A. Jesus promised to reward overcomers with hidden manna, a white stone with a new name (Rev. 2:17), power to rule the nations with Jesus (Rev. 2:26) and the morning star (Rev. 2:28). 

17To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one knows…26He who overcomes…I will give power over the nations—27He shall rule them…as I also have received from My Father; 28and I will give him the morning star. (Rev. 2:17, 26-28) 

B. I will give some of the hidden manna to eat: The manna was hidden in the golden pot in the ark of the covenant in the Holy of Holies (Ex. 16:32-36; Heb. 9:1-5). Only the High Priest could see this hidden manna once a year, on the Day of Atonement. Jesus is the true manna from heaven that sustains us (Jn 6:48-51). Hidden manna speaks of having an increased capacity to be fed by the revelation of the Word in this age and in the age to come. The overcomer is promised the full enjoyment of something he already has a foretaste of. 
C. A white stone with a new name: A white stone was a precious stone given to the faithful as an award. In the ancient world they were given to honor those who had offered valiant service to the community or in battle. It was like receiving a medal of honor. The stone (Gk. petros) referred to a precious stone (diamond). White (Gk. leukos) refers to “shining or glistening” (Mt. 17:2; Rev. 3:4, 5; 6:11; 7:9, 13; 19:14). A white stone with one's name on it granted admission to special events, including the games and feasts hosted by the Roman government. I believe this applies to various degrees of honor and privileges in the age to come (Rev. 3:20; 19:9). 
D. A special name will be given to indicate our faithfulness, character, and role in the millennial kingdom. The new name will be written on the white stone, which is like receiving a gold medal. As earthly parents give their child a name of endearment, so Jesus will give His faithful people names that reveal how He feels towards them. It reflects our unique relationship with Jesus. The new name also denotes facets of our relationship with Jesus in the age to come. 
E. Power over the nations: The reward for resisting immorality is to reign in Jesus’ millennial kingdom (Lk. 19:11-27; Rev. 3:21). Each believer has a different measure of eternal rewards. 

F. I will give him the morning star: Jesus is the morning star (Rev. 22:16). This promise speaks of increased revelation of Jesus and deeper relationship with Him. The morning star is the brightest star in the sky (planet Venus), seen just before the dawning of a new day. 

16 I, Jesus…am the bright and morning star. (Rev 22:16) 
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