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       Session 8 The Forerunner Message in Isaiah 26-27
I. Review

21It shall come to pass in that day that the Lord will punish on high the host of exalted ones, and on the earth the kings of the earth. 22They will be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and will be shut up in the prison; after many days they will be punished. 23Then the moon will be disgraced and the sun ashamed; for the Lord of hosts will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem and before His elders, gloriously. (Isa. 24:21-23)
Let’s pray: Father, we thank You for Your word. Father, we pray Psalm 119:18. Father, even tonight we ask You that You would open up our eyes to Your law. We want to see glorious and marvelous things. Father, we thank You for Your presence. Father, we ask that You would increase Your presence in our midst tonight. Increase insight upon our hearts and our minds, that Your Spirit would glorify Your Son and give You glory in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Isaiah 26. What we’re going to do tonight is look at the last two chapters of what is known as “Isaiah’s little apocalypse.” Last week we looked at Isaiah 24-25. Tonight we’re going to look at Isaiah 26-27. We’re going to take a moment to do a little review from last week, then we’re going to talk briefly about the theology of judgment and how it is designed to produce hope and joy in the hearts of the believers, and then we’re going to look at Isaiah 26-27.

Isaiah 24-27 is a panorama of the global end-time landscape. Isaiah describes God’s end-time judgment and triumph over the darkness of Israel and the nations. The prophet declares God’s divine deliverance and restoration of Israel as he brings the nations to the Mountain of the Lord.
Isaiah 24-27 paints a picture of the global end-time landscape. When I think about Isaiah 24-27, it is like it paints a big picture of what will take place in the earth. Isaiah describes God’s end-time judgment and triumph over darkness, over the darkness of the nation of Israel and of the nations of the earth. What the prophet also does, not only does he describe God’s judgment, or God’s triumph over darkness, but he also declares God’s divine deliverance and restoration of Israel as He brings the nations to the mountain of the Lord. He brings the nations to the place of worship.

From time to time I will remind us of Genesis 12. Last week I talked about Genesis 12, and Genesis 12:1-3 specifically, where the Lord makes a covenant with Abraham. It’s important to know that not only is He making a covenant with Abraham, but He promises Abraham that he and his people will be a blessing, that all the nations of the earth will be blessed, that God had the nations of the earth in mind when He called His servant Abraham. 

Jesus and the prophets describe the Great Tribulation in perilous ways. The sin, its consequences, and judgments are severe in their intensity and comprehensive in their scope.

35For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. (Lk. 21:35)
Jesus and the prophets describe the Great Tribulation in perilous ways. I believe that what is happening in Isaiah 24-27, that it is the day of the Lord, the Great Tribulation, the last 3 ½ years of natural history that is being described as the Lord transitions the earth into the age to come, and the sin, its consequences, and judgments, as described in Isaiah 24-27, are severe in their intensity, and they are comprehensive in their scope. Jesus makes this point in Luke 21:35. He says, “For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the earth.” In other words, the scope of this thing is comprehensive. It is an equal-opportunity activity of God in the earth. The great, the small, the rich, the poor, all positions, all statuses, all cultures, all ethnic groups will be impacted by these dramatic shakings that will come from the hand of the Lord.
The apocalypse unveils the secret of God’s divine strategy and is designed to give hope in dark times. Isaiah 24-27 shows God’s ultimate triumph over darkness and bringing the nations to the mountain of the Lord (Isa. 2:3; 25:6; 56:7). The cross is God’s ultimate apocalyptic weapon that ensured victory over evil. Through the cross, He also reconciled heaven and earth (Col. 1:19-20). 
The apocalypse. We talked last week about the apocalyptic scriptures and the prophetic scriptures, and we talked about how the apocalyptic scriptures and the prophetic scriptures have this in common—that both of them deal with God’s direct intervention in human history. But where the apocalyptic literature is different from the prophetic scriptures, the apocalyptic literature shows us God’s triumph over darkness in a time when it seems like darkness is going to win. It shows us God’s triumph, God’s victory over darkness. The apocalyptic scriptures are designed to give us hope that God indeed is triumphant.

Isaiah 24-27 shows us God’s ultimate triumph over darkness in bringing the nations to the mountain of the Lord. We saw the mountain of the Lord there in Isaiah 25.

The cross is God’s ultimate apocalyptic weapon that assures victory over evil. The very crucifixion of Christ two thousand years ago is the very assurance that God will be triumphant at the end of the age. The cross not only purchased our forgiveness, it ensured God’s end-time triumph over the darkness of the nations of the earth. It is through the cross that He also reconciled heaven and earth. Ephesians 1:9-10, which is a key passage that really helps us understand what God’s purpose is, His desire is to bring the things in heaven and the things on the earth together. Colossians tells us that the way that God reconciled heaven and earth is He reconciled them through the blood of His cross. Again, the cross purchased our forgiveness and we’re grateful for that, but it did not only purchase our forgiveness. It ensured the fullness of God’s eschatological, or God’s end-time activity to be established in the earth. When Jesus said, “It is finished,” that was a very, very powerful statement.
The gospel perspective (the mystery) is critical to understanding the OT prophets. The end-time declarations were concerning things post the glorious event of the crucifixion of Christ. The prophets had no way of knowing or anticipating that YHWH would become a Man and die for Israel and the Gentiles. The work of the cross and the resurrection of Jesus brought end-times realities into the fullness of light.  This was the orientation of Paul, Peter, and the other apostles.
The gospel perspective, or the mystery. Paul in Romans 16:24-27, talks about the gospel that came from the mystery that was kept secret. Before I continue, what is the mystery that Paul is talking about? In Genesis 12:1-3, the Lord makes it clear to Abraham that it is His desire to bless Israel and that in Israel all the nations of the earth will be blessed. See if you can track with me on this. Genesis 12:3, God says, “I am going to bless the nations.” Now, what happens is that, as the Old Testament unfolds, God begins to expound on the significance of what it is He means by the nations of the earth being blessed.

There are several places of which Numbers 14 is the first one—Numbers 14:21—but Isaiah actually sees the same thing. In Isaiah 6:4, we find out that “the nations being blessed” is also synonymous with “the whole earth is full of His glory.” Six times this shows up in the Old Testament: Numbers 14, Isaiah 6, Habakkuk 2:14: the whole earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord like the waters cover the sea. In other words, the whole earth will be filled with the expression of God’s glory, God’s power, God’s beauty, God’s personality, and God’s purpose. The whole earth will be filled with this reality. All the nations will taste of this. In Genesis 12:3, He says, “I’m going to bless the nations.” He continues to expound on this reality, and He says, “Well, what it means is that the earth will be filled with My glory.” But then, when you get to Isaiah 60-66, that is actually one of the most comprehensive passages. There are many more where you find out that there are some real practical implications of what it means for His glory to fill the earth. What we see is urban tranquility. We see peace among nations. We see racial harmony. We see social justice. We see poverty removed. We see the environment completely restored to function in the way that God desired it.

The problem was, however, the prophets had no idea how God was going to accomplish this. Jesus came on the scene and He declared what Paul calls, “the mystery.” So in Genesis 12:1-3 we have this promise, we have this destiny, then the New Testament gives us this strategy of how God is going to accomplish this. That’s what I mean by “The gospel perspective is important to grapple with these passages as the prophets spoke to us.” Remember that Peter, in 1 Peter 1—actually, this is one of my favorite passages—said that the prophets saw these things, they prophesied these things, but then they walked around scratching their heads, going, “Huh.” In other words, they themselves didn’t really have a clue of what it is they were talking about, yet it says they were searching diligently to figure out what was going on, and what Peter was saying was the thing they were searching is what manner of time Christ would suffer and the glories that would follow.

So what is happening here in Isaiah 24-27 for our context tonight, is the prophet is seeing events that take place beyond the cross, except that he does not know that the cross is inserted right in the midst of the process. However, we as New Testament believers, we see the cross. We have a vantage point of getting a fuller picture of what it is that God is actually up to. The gospel perspective, or the mystery, is critical to understanding the Old Testament prophets. That is what most of these 150 chapters are about. The end-time declaration was concerning what I like to call, “the things post the glorious event of the crucifixion of Christ.” It’s amazing.

The prophets had no way of knowing this, or anticipating that God would become a man and die for Israel and for Gentiles. They could not have guessed that. The work of the cross and the resurrection of Jesus brought end-time realities into the fullness of light. This was the orientation of Peter. It was the orientation of Paul and the other apostles as well.

We’re looking at these 150 end-time chapters, and what is interesting is there are 100 verses in the New Testament where the apostles point to these realties in order to address pastoral issues. I’ll give you an example. It says in 1 Corinthians 6, where believers are suing each other, taking each other to court, there’s divisiveness, small claim issues, and Paul steps into the conversation and says, “Hey! What are you guys doing? Isn’t there anyone in your midst who has the wisdom to deal with these small issues?” Then he says this really seemingly random thing, “Don’t you know you’re going to rule the world?”

You’re like, “What?!? Where did that come from?” 

He goes on, “Don’t you know you’re going to judge angels?” He brings up something way back from the prophets into the forefront and says, “Guys, as the Church, do you understand who you are and what your destiny is?”

Well, in 1 John, John says that we will be like Him when we see Him as He is, that we will be transformed, that we will take on His body, and then all of a sudden John has a purity seminar. He says, “Anyone who has this hope purifies himself, just as He is pure.” He talks about the resurrection, and he connects it with the issue of purity. One of my favorite ones is in Hebrews, Hebrews 10:25. He says, “Let us not forsake the assembling together, as it is the manner of some, but exhort one another daily as you see what? The Day approaching.” What is this day that he is talking about? He is talking about the day of the Lord. In other words, as you see Isaiah 24 on the horizon, or Isaiah 13 on the horizon, or Isaiah 2 on the horizon, you all better start going to church! So he connects these realities. That’s what I mean by the perspective of the gospel is essential to understanding the prophets.

The judgments of God are designed to create an environment of faith for justification. He confronts the core issue in Israel and the nations: self-reliance–the flesh (Isa. 2:10-12, 17). God’s judgments are in the hopes of turning the nations to the saving knowledge of Christ through the cross (Isa. 26:9; Matt. 16:24; Acts 17:26-27; Rev. 9:21; 16:11).
The judgments of God are designed to create an environment of faith, or saving faith, by which we are justified. The thing that shows up over and over again in the prophets is how God confronts the core issue in Israel and the core issue in the nations, which is this: self-reliance, which is, by the way, the biblical definition of the flesh. The flesh is that propensity in us to self-exalt, to self-determine, to self-rely. This obsession with the expression of ourselves, that is the biblical definition of the flesh. Then God’s judgment, He is at war with the flesh. God’s judgments are in the hopes of turning the nations to the saving knowledge of Christ through the cross. We’ll talk more about that in just a few moments. 

We see in Isaiah how God can effortlessly confront Israel’s misplaced trust in the nations and the self-reliance of the nations. However, we also see God’s deliverance establish Israel and bring the nations, her former enemies, to the Mountain of the Lord as He promised Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3).
The severe end-time shaking described in Isaiah 24 is followed by three chapters where singing is prevalent. This is significant because it sends the message that the subject of God’s judgment is to produce hope.
17Though the fig tree may not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines; though the labor of the olive may fail, and the fields yield no food; though the flock may be cut off from the fold, and there be no herd in the stalls. 18Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.      (Hab. 3:17-18)
The severe, end-time shaking described in Isaiah 24 is followed by three chapters where singing is prevalent. That is really, really surprising that, after the intensity of the severity and scope of the shaking in Isaiah 24, the environment is defiled, the systems are shaking, the whole earth literally totters and teeters like a drunken man. After all of that, Isaiah has a song in his heart in Isaiah 25. The message of hope in the coming judgment. The judgments, as described in the end-times, are terrifying; they are severe, and they are vast in their scope, yet, the Holy Spirit, through the word of God, wants to help us understand what it is that is going on in His heart so that the news of His judgment actually gives us hope rather than despairing. 

One of the books that makes this point really clear is the book of Habakkuk. That’s not what we’re talking about tonight, but for those of you who can’t wait, go hang out with Brother Habakkuk. You say, “Why do you call him Brother Habakkuk?” Well, because the angel told John in Revelation 22:9, “The prophets are our brethren.” So we’re hanging out with Brother Isaiah tonight.
II. The message of hope in the coming judgment
 O Lord, You are my God. I will exalt You. I will praise Your name, for You have done wonderful things; Your counsels of old are faithfulness and truth. For You have made a city a ruin, a fortified city a ruin… (Isa. 25:1-2)
There are several places in the prophets where the message of judgment or the manifestation of His judgment results in joy filling the heart of the believer who gives themselves to agree with Him.

1After these things I heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, “Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to the Lord our God! 2For true and righteous are His judgments …” (Rev. 19:1-2)
There are several places in the prophets where the message of judgments or the manifestations of judgment result in joy filling the heart of the believer. Here’s the key part: it’s when they give themselves to agreeing with God. The key thing is agreeing with God about who He is, what He’s about, and what He’s up to. It’s very, very surprising how many times joy shows up after the declaration of judgment, or the manifestation of it. By joy I mean a sense of well-being, a sense of confidence, a sense that everything is going to be okay. Everything will work out for the good for those who love God and are called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28).  A sense of well-being. You know, what? Ouch! But it’s going to be okay. I’m not talking about this glib, charismatic, rolling-around-on-the-floor thing. I'm not talking about that, but about joy, this inward tranquility, this inward confidence that says, “You know what? It really looks bad right now, but this I know. It’s going to be okay.”

I think of Job, Brother Job, Job 19. Here he is consumed with these boils, and he makes one of these most profound statements. He says, “You know what? I know that my Redeemer lives, and in the end, He will stand on the earth.” He goes on to say, “Though my flesh is being destroyed, this I know: with my eyes, I will see God.” That’s joy. That’s what I mean by joy. 

Revelation 19:1 says, “After these things…” In the context of the book of Revelation, these things are the judgments that John had just prophesied about in Revelation 17 and Revelation 18. So he says, “After these judgments I heard the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven saying, ‘Alleluia! Salvation, glory, honor, power belong to the Lord our God, for true and righteous are Your judgments’” That is the expression of joy that I’m referring to.

The message of Isaiah 24-27 in the future as well as the present causes us to assess where our confidence is and realigns our hope to God’s glory filling the earth as promised to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3.  Judgment confronts false confidences and gives opportunity for faith to be established. One of the questions Jesus will ask is regarding the issue of faith. Faith, or confidence in Him, is of the essence.
8“I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” (Lk. 18:8)
6And he [Abraham] believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.         (Gen. 15:6)
 29Jesus answered… “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent.” (Jn. 6:29)
The message of Isaiah 24-27, in the future as well as in the present, will cause us to assess where our confidence actually lies. Here’s what I mean: Though Isaiah 24-27 is talking about the future, and we see God’s ways in the future, but those are His ways even today, and it gives us confidence to know that God’s plan is unfolding. I will be a happy man if one of these years we have an election year and Christians don’t freak out on the results. That would be borderline revival. You all think I’m being funny. I’m being for real. I'm sitting there going, “Have we read the prophets at all? Let’s dig up the notes.” 2020, just pull out all of your 150 chapters and start reading. I’m not talking about us not caring. We can care and be concerned. I get all of that, but our response is no different than the unbelieving world. Beloved, we are people of another age!

In fact, what is interesting in Isaiah 24-27 is this very powerful contrast. There is one group that loses their joy. There’s another group that actually gains it. God’s judgments confront our false confidences, and they give opportunity for faith to be established. One of the questions that Jesus will ask regarding to the issue of faith is when He returns. Luke 18:8. Here is the question, “But when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” That’s the question. Will He find a people who have their confidence solely upon God and His gospel? 

Genesis 15:6, “Abraham believed and God accounted it to him as righteousness.”  John 6:29, I love this. Jesus answered, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent.” The issue of faith. The issue of confidence in Him and confidence in His work, and confidence in His plan as it unfolds in the future.

A remarkable dynamic seen in Isaiah 24-27 is the diminishing joy of the unbelieving world, which despairs in unbelief (Isa. 16:10; 24:8-9, 11; 25:5), and the rise of faith-filled joy through song in the redeemed (Isa 24:16; 25:1; 26:1, 19; 27:2). This reality is seen in other parts of scripture as well. 
6Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Rom. 15:6)
A remarkable dynamic that is seen in Isaiah 24-27 is the diminishing joy of the unbelieving world which despairs in unbelief. I’ve got the verses there. You can look at them—the rise of faith-filled joy through song in the hearts of the redeemed. This is a reality that is seen in other parts of the scripture as well. Paul links the issue of faith and joy in a deep way in Romans 15, “Now may the God of hope fill you with joy and peace in believing, that you may abound with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” So this group, this army, this group of believers who are alive during that time, they will be abounding with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The confidence of the redeemed is rooted in their faith in the beauty and majesty of God’s promised plan which Isaiah calls in 25:2, “wonderful things, His counsels of old which are faithful and truth.”
3…Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways,        O King of the saints! 4Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy. For all nations shall come and worship before You, for Your judgments have been manifested. (Rev. 15:3-4)
The confidence of the redeemed is rooted in their faith in the beauty and the majesty of God’s promised plan. Again, that is part of what these 150 chapters are about. They connect us with God’s promised plan. They connect us with the destiny, the plan, and the strategy of how God is going to get the earth to the thing that He promised His servant Abraham. What is amazing is Isaiah 25:2; he calls this plan wonderful things. In other words, as we look at this subject, it actually fills our hearts with wonder and with awe. He called it, “the counsels of old,” that they are faithful, that they are true.

Proper understanding of God’s character, His covenantal plan, and His power help us see His beauty in the midst of His judgment. As we reflect on His judgment, the revelation of His beauty awaits us.
17Your eyes will see the King in His beauty… 18Your heart will meditate on terror… (Isa. 33:17-18)
10You blew with Your wind … they [Pharoah’s army] sank like lead in the mighty waters.  11Who is like You, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like You, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? (Ex. 15:10-11)
The proper understanding of God’s character and His plan, or His covenantal plan, points back to Genesis 12:1-3, “I will bless you, I will make you a blessing, I will bless those who bless you, curse those who curse you, and in you all the nations of the earth will be blessed.” The understanding of God’s character, the understanding of God’s plan to establish Israel, to bring back His Son to rule and reign from Zion, establish Israel, and so be a blessing to all the nations, the understanding of that and the understanding of His power actually helps us see beauty in the midst of His divine judgments. Isaiah 33:17-18 is a very interesting verse. He says, “Your eyes will see the king in His beauty,” and the next verse says, “Your heart will meditate on terror.” As we are engaging with the subject of the beauty of God, the subject of God’s divine judgments is partly connected with awakening our hearts to His divine beauty.

As I mentioned earlier, there are several places in the prophets where we see this. We just looked at one in Isaiah 25. Here’s another one: Isaiah 63:1-16, Jesus, with His robes dipped in blood, is engaging the nations in judgment. Isaiah sees him, and he asks, “Who is this?” 

Jesus answers, “It’s Me.”

He says, “It’s you?”

He responds, “Yeah.”

He asks, “Why are Your robes dipped in blood? What’s going on over here?” Isaiah is clearly perplexed by what he’s seeing, but I love what happens in verse 7—Isaiah 63:7—after the Lord explains to Isaiah what is going on, Isaiah says, “Well, then I will sing of Your love.” 

It’s like, “What?!? You will sing of His love?” There was a revealing of God’s burning heart that touched Isaiah when he saw what God would do in His end-time judgments in Isaiah 63.

Last week we talked about Habakkuk 3:16 and how we want to eat the scroll and ingest it and let it even disrupt us, where it is bitter to our stomach, but before it is bitter to our stomach, guess what? It is sweet to our mouth. May we touch His pleasure and His delight as we study these Scriptures! May we find ourselves in a place of sweet fellowship with Him before the disruption begins in our heart, because we will be disrupted.
III. ISAIAH 26: Judah’s song of the redeemed
The end-time judgment will produce understanding in the hearts of the redeemed in Judah. It is difficult to ascertain the timing of 26:1, as Isaiah presents a panoramic picture of the eschatological landscape.
Isaiah 26 – Judah’s song of the redeemed. The end-time judgment will produce an understanding in the heart of the redeemed in Judah. In my opinion, it is difficult to ascertain the timing of Isaiah 26:1, as Isaiah presents a picture, an eschatological landscape.

There are two possible options based on the language. First, the song of Judah is sung after the Lord’s return (26:1, 2, 4-6, 13-16). Second, the song of Judah is sung by the redeemed in Judah who are believing for the deliverance of Jerusalem during the siege of Jerusalem during the Armageddon Campaign which climaxes with the battle of Jerusalem (26:3, 7-12, 17-19, 20-21).
2“Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of drunkenness to all the surrounding peoples, when they lay siege against Judah and Jerusalem. 3And it shall happen in that day that I will make Jerusalem a very heavy stone for all peoples; all who would heave it away will surely be cut in pieces, though all nations of the earth are gathered against it.” (Zech. 12:2-3)
2But leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not measure it, for it has been given to the Gentiles. And they will tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two months. (Rev. 11:2)
I think there are two possible options, based upon the language there in Isaiah 26 (and by language, I mean the English language). First option is that the song of Judah is sung after the Lord’s return. That’s one option. Second option is that the song of Judah is sung by the redeemed in Judah who are believing for the deliverance of Jerusalem during the great siege of Jerusalem during the Armageddon campaign. Rev 11, Zechariah 12, and other passages talk about this 3 ½ year siege where Jerusalem is surrounded by enemy armies. Sieges are horrific, and one option is during that time there is a remnant of believers in that city who are singing this song, who are believing God’s promise that He will deliver Israel, that He will establish His glory in the nations of the earth. My persuasion is that I lean towards option #2, so I’m going to talk from that perspective. 
A military campaign is a large-scale military operation of a longer duration as part of a broader war.  Armageddon is a campaign in the context of a 3.5-year global war that climaxes with the battle of Jerusalem at the Second Coming when Jesus comes to establish His Throne over all nations. 

11…Behold, a white horse. He [Jesus] who sat on him…judges and makes war… 15Out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron… 16He has…a name written: King Of Kings… (Rev. 19:11, 15-16)
A military campaign is a large-scale military operation of a longer duration as part of a broader war. There is a big war. In this war there are campaigns. In the campaigns there are battles. Armageddon actually is a campaign. It is a 3 ½ year war that takes place at the end of the age, and the climax of this campaign is this battle for Jerusalem at the second coming when Jesus comes back and establishes His throne over all the nations. There is a siege that surrounds Jerusalem for 3 ½ years, and this siege ends when Jesus comes back and some very interesting things take place (read Zechariah 14).

Armageddon is the place God chose to gather all the nations for the war so that He might judge them. Isaiah spoke of this theme often (Isa. 2:4; 9:1-6; 11:4-5; 13:4-13; 27:12; 29:5-8; 30:25-26; 31:4-9; 33:2-13; 34:1-7; 42:13-15; 59:16-21; 62:1-2, 13-15; 63:1-6).
In Isaiah 1-12, Judah is in crisis, and they are refusing to put their trust in the Lord. Isaiah 13-23 shows us God’s dealing with the nations. The Lord shows Isaiah that there will be a generation who will believe the “Isaiah 7:14 sign” and who will wait on the Lord in the land. This sign is further elaborated on in the New Testament: 
1. Jesus is God with Israel (Matt 1:23). 
2. Jesus is the Child born (Rev. 12:4).
3. Jesus is the Child who rules the nations (Rev 12:5).
4. Jesus is the Child caught up to God and His throne (Rev. 12:5).
Just to kind of give you the context again, it is Isaiah 1-12; what we see there is that Judah is in crisis, and they are refusing to trust in the Lord. In Isaiah’s day, the nation is in crisis, and the nation and the leadership are refusing to put their confidence in God, but rather have their confidence in their diplomatic alliances with the surrounding nations. Part of what God is doing then, in Isaiah 13-23, is showing them how futile it is to put their confidence in the nations. In fact, in Isaiah 40 God doesn’t have very many flattering things to say about the nations. He says, “Oh, the nations, they are but a drop in the bucket.” Just nothing. Just a drop. That’s it. That’s the nations. Not only this, He’s says they are but a speck of dust on the scale. In other words, when you’ve got dust on a scale, guess what? The scale doesn’t even move. In other words, “Israel, why are you putting your confidence in a drop and in a speck of dust?”

And they’re thinking, “But they’re so powerful!”

The Lord would say, “Watch Me.” So in Isaiah 13-23, Isaiah 24 and other passages, God is showing them how powerless these nations are in the face of His sovereignty. 

Isaiah 13-23. God shows His dealings with the nations. That was happening. However, the Lord now shows Isaiah the future; He shows Isaiah that there will be a generation who will believe the Isaiah 7:14 sign, that a virgin will be with child. See, the thing that we have to remember is that when Isaiah prophesied Isaiah 7:14, it was as a sign that God would bring about the future deliverance of Israel at the end of the age. So I imagine—work with me here for a second—I imagine here we are stuck in some prison camp, or something like that, and we have some Jewish people in our company despairing. They’re moaning, “Oh no! This is horrible!” 

And we get to look them in the eye and say, “No it’s not. Your God has given you a sign.”

They gasp, “What?!”

We say, “Yes, the virgin had a child!”

They ask, “What virgin?”

“Mary!”

“What’s the child?”

“Jesus! He is the Son.” The very birth of Christ is the assurance that Israel will be delivered at the end of the age.

Matthew 1:23 was a very powerful statement. “Emmanuel, God with us,” was not just about “God is with me at my high school test,” though, you know, He probably is. He would say, “No, God is with you in the midst of the great eschatological crisis that is coming.”

And so the Lord shows Isaiah, because here’s what happened. The generation in Isaiah’s day did not believe the prophet, but the Lord shows the prophet that in the future there is coming a generation that will believe the sign, and they will wait on the Lord in the land.

One of the themes that shows up over and over again in Isaiah is, “Wait on the Lord. Trust Him. Wait on the Lord. Trust Him.”

Matthew 1:23 and Revelation 12 point to the reality that the Isaiah 7:14 promised sign and the Isaiah 9:1-7 Son are about the deliverance of Israel from the Isaiah 10:24 eschatological oppressor, the Assyrian.

4For You have broken the yoke of his burden … the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. 5For every warrior’s sandal from the noisy battle, and garments rolled in blood, will be used for burning and fuel of fire.6For unto us a Child is born … a Son is given … the government will be upon His shoulder … His name will be … Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of His government … there will be no end … the throne of David … His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.” (Isa. 9:4-7)
By the way, this sign is further elaborated on in the New Testament. I’ve got it right there. Matthew 1:23–Jesus is the God with Israel. Revelation 12:4​–Jesus is the child that is born. Revelation 12:5​–Jesus is the child who will rule the nations. Revelation 12:5–Jesus is the child caught up to God and to His throne. Matthew 1:23 and Revelation 12 point to the reality that the “Isaiah 7:14” promised sign and the “Isaiah 9:1-7” Son—you know that Merry Christmas verse, “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son was given”?— beloved, that sign was about the promise of the future end-time deliverance of the nation. What happened two thousand years ago is far more glorious than we can even begin to imagine. 

I’m starting to feel a little too good up here. This stuff just brings hope and joy and expectation. I mean, it’s going to be an “Ouch!” It’s going to be a serious ouch, you know, but like it says in Proverbs, the spirit of a man is what sustains him in sickness, you know? And if so there must be an ouch, let’s have a strong, vibrant spirit that’s connected with these realities.

IV. Isaiah 26:1-19: judah’s song of hope 
Song of Hope (26:1-6): It is likely that this song is sung by the redeemed in Judah during Jacob’s trouble. Their song shows the faith of Abraham (Heb. 11:9-10). They await the deliverance of Jerusalem and the coming of the strong city into which the righteous will enter. The song also addresses the fall of the high and lofty city, which refers to the antichrist governmental city.
1In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: “We have a strong city [Rev 21-22:5]; God will appoint salvation for walls and bulwarks. 2Open the gates, that the righteous nation which keeps the truth may enter in. 3You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. 4Trust in the Lord forever, for in Yah, the Lord, is everlasting strength. 5For He brings down those who dwell on high, the lofty city [Rev 18-19:1-3] …”      (Isa. 26:1-5)
Isaiah 26:1-9 Judah’s song of hope. It is likely that this song is sung by the redeemed, as I mentioned earlier, in Judah during Jacob’s trouble, and their song shows the faith of Abraham. In Hebrews 11 it says that the faith of Abraham was that he went around the land looking for a city. Isaiah 26:1, “We have a strong city,” I believe ultimately is referring to the New Jerusalem. It’s their anticipation for the restoration of Judah, as it connects with the New Jerusalem coming to the earth. They are awaiting the deliverance of Jerusalem and the coming of the strong city. What is interesting, however, is the song also addresses the fall of the high and lofty city, so it’s like the tale of two cities. There is the establishment of the city of the Great King, Psalm 48, and there is the destruction of the governmental city of the antichrist, the high and lofty city.

Song of Yearning (26:7-11): The people of God will wait faithfully on the Lord. They are also contrasted to the end-time Babel in that their concern is God’s name and the remembrance of Him and not them (Gen 11:4). This is in contrast to the historical context of Israel in Isaiah 7-8 and the self-reliance of the nations. The redeemed earnestly devoted themselves to the first commandment.
8Yes, in the way of Your judgments, O Lord, we have waited for You; the desire of our soul is for Your name and for the remembrance of You. 9With my soul I have desired You in the night, Yes, by my spirit within me I will seek You early …” (Isa. 26:8-9)
Not only is it a song of hope, in the first six verses, but it is a song of yearning. It says, “Yes, in the way of your judgment, O Lord, we have waited.” It’s talking about the future generations doing the exact opposite of what Isaiah’s generation is doing. It says, “In the way of your judgments, O Lord, we have waited for You. The desire of our soul is for Your name and the remembrance of You,” which is the direct opposite of what the tower of Babel or Babylon was all about. Babel and Babylon was all about the establishing of their name and the remembrance of them. And here’s a generation completely disconnected from that and saying, “No! We want to remember You. We want the remembrance of Your name and the greatness of You, God. That is the longing of our hearts. The fame of Your name,” like the song says. The name of Jesus will be famous in the earth.

So there’s a strong contrast with the end-time Babel. The people of God are waiting faithfully on the Lord. This is in contrast to the historical context of Isaiah 7-8 where they were clinging to the self-reliant nations. They were actually gravitating towards the nations that were seeking their own greatness and their own name, and here Isaiah sees a generation that is resisting that temptation, that fully says yes to the grace of God and is waiting for His deliverance.

Isaiah 24:10 talks about the city of confusion, pointing back to Genesis 11, the tower of Babel. What is interesting is that here is this city, called the city of confusion, that is a city that is rooted in selfish ambition and self-seeking. It’s no wonder that the apostle James tells us in James 3:13, “Where there is selfish ambition and self-seeking, there is confusion, and every evil thing.”

God’s judgments allow for the gospel—the instruction of righteousness that comes from faith—to advance. God seeks to tenderly (vs. 10) engage the Gentiles before He intervenes with judgment (vs. 9). End-time messengers will proclaim both the outpouring of His tender mercy (flute) and the fierceness of His judgments (dirge). God intervenes with judgment when His wooing is resisted and the wicked continue in the way. However, there will be a harvest in the midst of His judgment.
9… for when Your judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness. 10Let grace be shown to the wicked, yet he will not learn righteousness; in the land of uprightness he will deal unjustly, and will not behold the majesty of the Lord. 11… Yes, the fire of Your enemies shall devour them.” Isa. 26:9-11
God’s judgments allow for the gospel to advance. By the gospel I mean the instruction of righteousness that comes from faith. Yes, there are righteous acts and righteous deeds, obedience, holiness, and so forth, but I want to put in contrast to the arrogance and the pride of the nations that here comes this message that says, “Don’t rely on yourself. Don’t rely on the nations. Put your reliance upon the One who died on the cross.” This is the righteousness that comes from faith. 

What we see in Isaiah 26:9-11 is God seeks to tenderly engage the nations. Isaiah 26:10 “Let grace be shown to the wicked, yet he will not learn righteousness.” What is happening is what we talked about last week, that there is a certain unresponsiveness to the gentle wooings of the gospel, but in verse 9 it says, “With my soul I have desired You in the night, yes, by my spirit within me I will seek You early, for when Your judgments are in the earth, then the inhabitants learn righteousness.” So when grace is shown, they ain’t paying attention, but when the false confidences are removed and they are struck bare and naked before the Lord, then there is a yielding to the message of the cross. 

Jesus said it this way, in Matthew 11:16. He stood in front of a generation and said, “What shall we say to this generation?” He said, “Ah! We played the flute, but you didn’t dance. So we play the funeral dirge, and you didn’t mourn.” So there is both the message of God’s divine grace and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and great revival and His gentle wooings, but, if that doesn’t work, there is the release of His divine shakings, so that the inhabitants of the earth will learn righteousness.

Jeremiah 16:16 God says, “I will send the fisherman, and after the fisherman I will send the hunters.” In other words, the way a fisherman hunts is with a lure, whereas a hunter stalks. They speak of both these realities of God engaging the world with grace and with judgment in the hope that they would learn righteousness. Righteousness, in our context today, being the righteousness that comes from faith. Putting their entire reliance on the personality of God, the character of God, the plan of God, and the way of God. God intervenes with judgment when His wooings are resisted and the wicked continue in their way. However, there will be a harvest in the midst of His judgments. There will be a harvest.

Song of Deliverance (26:12-19): God will deliver Israel. Her oppressors throughout history and at the end of the age are those who sought their own greatness (Gen. 11:5; Isa. 24:10) However, the Lord has cut off their renown (24:3-14) and fulfills His promise to Abraham to make his name great and Israel a blessing to world.  The song points back to Genesis 11:5-12:3. He will destroy Babylon, establish Israel and expand her borders (Gen. 15:18-21, Isa. 19:23-25), and establish His name.
12Lord, You will establish peace for us, for You have also done all our works in us. 13O Lord our God, masters besides You have had dominion over us; but by You only we make mention of Your name. 14They are dead, they will not live; they are deceased, they will not rise… made all their memory to perish. 15You have increased the nation … You are glorified; You have expanded all the borders of the land. (Isa. 26:12-15)
It’s a song of hope, it’s a song of yearning, and it’s a song of deliverance. God will deliver Israel. Her oppressors, throughout history, and the oppressors at the end of the age, are those who sought their own greatness. 

Vs 13. “O Lord our God, masters besides You have had dominion over us, but by You only we will make mention of Your name.” Again, it is the issue of Genesis 11, “Let us build a city and let’s make a name for ourselves.” That’s what it says in Genesis 11. Again, what is interesting in Genesis 1-12—I’d really encourage you guys to look at it—what happens is here these people come, “Let’s build a city and make a name for ourselves.” He goes, “Nope,” and causes confusion, and the next things He does is He calls Abraham and says, “Look, I’m going to make you great.” It’s a very powerful contrast. One group says, “We will make ourselves great.” God says, “No,” brings about confusion and says, “No, greatness comes from Me. I’m the one that makes a person or a nation great.” Wouldn’t that have been a very interesting sermon throughout the 2016 election?” You know, these prophets, they preach good stuff until you apply it, you know?”

Okay, so these nations sought their own greatness. However, vs. 14, the Lord will cut off their renown and fulfill His promise to Abraham to make His name great and Israel a blessing to the nations of the world. There is an interesting verse in Obadiah—you know Obadiah’s in the part where our Bible is kind of stuck together. Man, I’m in a funny mood tonight, so forgive me—Obadiah 16, Brother Obie says, “They will be as though they have never been,” talking about cutting off their renown so that God would establish the fame of the name of His Son. The song points back to Genesis 11:5 and Genesis 12:3. He will destroy Babylon, establish Israel, expand her borders, and establish His name.

V. Isaiah 26:20-27:13: Judah’s song continues

Judah expresses their anguish by bringing their lament to the Lord. They liken their anguish to a woman who is in labor. However, in the midst of their anguish, they despair and wonder whether there is any purpose to their suffering.  They liken it to giving birth to the wind and say that the Genesis 12:3 promised blessing has not touched the nations. They are reminded of the reality of the resurrection in which not even death can keep them from the plan of God for Israel and the nations.
 16 … they poured out a prayer when Your chastening was upon them. 17As a woman with child is in pain and cries out in her pangs ... 18we have, as it were, brought forth wind; we have not accomplished any deliverance in the earth … 19Your dead shall live; together with my dead body they shall arise. Awake and sing, you who dwell in dust; for your dew is like the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead. (Isa. 26:16-19)
5For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us … 8For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of our trouble which came to us in Asia: that we were burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that we despaired even of life. 9Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead, 10who delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver us; in whom we trust that He will still deliver us… (2 Cor. 1:5, 8-10)
Judah’s song continues. Judah expresses here her anguish by bringing a lament to the Lord. They liken their anguish to being a woman who is in labor. It’s interesting that Jeremiah 30:7 talks about Jacob’s trouble and it’s likened unto a woman in labor. However, in the midst of their anguish and their despair, they are wondering if there is any use to the suffering they are going through. You ask, “Okay, I thought they had joy?” Yes, they had joy, but how many of you know that in the midst of joy there’s still a battle? Our humanity is still there so very much, and I think they’re wrestling. Things are so intense that there is a point of anguish wondering where all this is going. 

They say that they liken their suffering like giving birth to the wind, and they say that the “Genesis 12:3” promised blessing has not touched the nations. Here’s what they say, “As a woman with child is in pain and cries out in her pangs, we have, as it were, brought forth wind. We have not accomplished any deliverance in the earth.” See, they understood her calling and her destiny is to bring blessing and deliverance to the nations of the earth. What is interesting is that in the midst of it, they are reminded, however, of the reality of the resurrection, that even death cannot keep and will not keep God’s plan for Israel and for the nations.

I just want to draw your attention really quickly to one verse I’ve got there in the notes. 2 Corinthians 1, where Paul seems to express a similar dynamic with him and his apostolic team.

Vs. 5 “For, as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, for we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of our trouble, which came to us in Asia, that we were burdened beyond measure.” This is the apostle of joy, this is the same guy who talks about, “Rejoice in the Lord always and again I say, rejoice.” So, when we’re thinking about joy, let us not think about this thing that is absent from the place of pain and, sometimes, times of bewilderment.

He said, “We are burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that we despaired even of life.” “Yes,” he said, “we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead.” I got a penny the brother was reading Isaiah 26. Vs. 10 “Who delivered us from so great a death and does deliver us, in whom we trust.” I think we see a very powerful picture there going on with Paul and his team that I think could very much parallel what’s going on there in Isaiah 26, but I think Isaiah’s saying is in a greater measure because the intensity of that is just really intense.

Song of the Exodus (26:20-27:1): The person of this song alludes to the Passover in Exodus12. The prophet is describing, as it were, “an eschatological Passover.”
 The people of God are reminded to continuing trusting in God. Isaiah exhorts the faithful to wait for the deliverance of the Lord. God’s judgment will result in the salvation of Israel and the destruction of the works of Satan.  
20Come, my people, enter your chambers, and shut your doors behind you; hide yourself, as it were, for a little moment, until the indignation is past. 21For behold, the Lord comes out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity; the earth will also disclose her blood, and will no more cover her slain. 27:1In that day the Lord with His severe sword, great and strong, will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent, Leviathan that twisted serpent; and He will slay the reptile that is in the sea. (Isa. 26:20-27:1)
1Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 3and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But after these things he must be released for a little while. (Rev. 20:1-3)
The song of the exodus. So, we have a song of hope, a song of yearning, a song of deliverance, a song of the Exodus. There’s a parallel there between the Passover, God’s judgment coming to the nation of Egypt as God sets up Israel for her deliverance. Even so, here there is an eschatological or end-time Passover. It could possibly be related to Revelation 15-16.  It’s a period where the wrath of God is released.

Isaiah 27:1 “In that day, the Lord, with His sword great and strong will punish Leviathan.” What is happening in the judgments is not just God dealing with the world and its systems. He’s dealing with spiritual realities. Here in Isaiah 27:1 we see the complete demise of the evil one. It goes together with Revelation 20 where the one called the dragon, the serpent, the devil, and Satan is bound and put in prison.

VI. Isaiah 27:2-13: Israel restored

The Song of the Lord (27:2-6): In Isaiah 5, the prophet sang a song of God’s displeasure and judgment against His vineyard Israel. Now we see that God has returned to the vineyard formerly forsaken by Him, and He has restored that vineyard. God will nourish, cultivate, take pleasure, watch over, and defend the vineyard, and she will be fruitful.   She will expand and fill the whole world with fruit, and so in her all the nations are blessed.

2In that day sing to her, “A vineyard of red wine!  3I, the Lord, keep it; I water it every moment. Lest any hurt it, I keep it night and day. 4Fury is not in Me. Who would set briers and thorns against Me in battle? I would go through them, I would burn them together [curse those who curse you].  5Or let him take hold of My strength, that he may make peace with Me; and he shall make peace with Me [bless those who bless you].” 6Those who come He shall cause to take root in Jacob; Israel shall blossom and bud [you shall be a blessing] and fill the face of the world with fruit [In you all the nations of the earth will be blessed].” (Isa. 27:2-6)
The song of the Lord, Isaiah 27:2-6. In Isaiah 5, the prophet sang a song. By the way, I don’t know if you guys have noticed how much singing is taking place here. There’s so much singing! Even their prophecies were being sung. Isaiah was singing. Moses was singing. Habakkuk was singing. David…I mean, they were all singing. Isaiah 5, the prophet sang the song of God’s displeasure in judgment against His vineyard, Israel. What we see here is there is another song that is being sung, and it’s the song of the restoration of the vineyard. Israel is being depicted as this garden, this vineyard in Isaiah 5, and here in Isaiah 27 we see that this vineyard is restored. 

I want to make one last point over here. Isaiah 27:2-6, “In that day, sing to her! A vineyard of red wine. I, the Lord, keep it. I water it every moment, lest any hurt it.” So here we see this completely different reality. In Isaiah 5 he said, “I’m letting the enemy come in and really wreak havoc on you guys,” but here in Isaiah 27 it’s a different song, as Israel has turned to Him. “I will water her every moment, lest any hurt it. I keep it day and night. Fury is not in me.” In other words, “My displeasure is completely gone.” “Who would set briars and thorns against Me in battle? I would go through them. I would burn them together.” In other words, “I will curse those you curse you. They come against you; I will deal with them.” “Or let him hold up My strength that he may make peace with Me and he shall make peace with Me. I will bless those who bless you. Those who come shall cause to take root in Jacob. Israel shall blossom and bud.” In other words, “You shall be a blessing.” “And fill the face of the world with fruit. In you all the nations of the world will be blessed.” So again, we see this Abrahamic covenant just showing up over and over and over again, as God deals with the nations of the earth.

God’s faithfulness towards Israel in judgment and redemption recounted (27:7-11): He dealt with her according to the covenant and uses the nations and the environment as His instruments of judgment and restoration. No longer the tail but the head (Deut. 28:13, 44), Israel is a blessing to the world. 
7Has He struck Israel as He struck those who struck him? [Deut. 28:35; Isa. 1:5-6, 53:5] Or has He been slain according to the slaughter of those who were slain by Him? 8In measure, by sending it away, You contended with it. He removes it by His rough wind in the day of the east wind.  9Therefore by this the iniquity of Jacob will be covered; and this is all the fruit of taking away his sin: when he makes all the stones of the altar like chalkstones that are beaten to dust, wooden images and incense altars shall not stand. 10Yet the fortified city will be desolate, the habitation forsaken and left like a wilderness; there the calf will feed, and there it will lie down and consume its branches. 11When its boughs are withered, they will be broken off; the women come and set them on fire. For it is a people of no understanding [24:10]; therefore, He who made them will not have mercy on them, and He who formed them will show them no favor.   (Isa. 27:7-11)
The Lord brings back His people from the nations (27:12-13): They will come and be established in the land promised to their fathers (Gen. 15:18-21). He will thresh and bring in the remnant from among the nations—Assyria, Egypt, and Babylon. (Isa. 42; 49; 53; 60-62)
12And it shall come to pass in that day that the Lord will thresh, from the channel of the River to the Brook of Egypt; and you will be gathered one by one, O you children of Israel. 13So it shall be in that day: the great trumpet will be blown; they will come, who are about to perish in the land of Assyria, and they who are outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall worship the Lord in the holy mount at Jerusalem. (Isa. 27:12-13)
16For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18Therefore comfort one another with these words.                     (1 Thes. 4:16-18)
Amen. Let’s stand.

Father, we love You. Lord, we love Your word. Lord, we say that Your ways are beyond tracing. There is no shadow of turning in You. You are the Alpha, the Omega, the beginning and the end, the First and the Last.  You said in Your word that in the latter days we would understand perfectly the thoughts and the intents of Your heart.

If you’re saying tonight, “You know, I’ve been praying, in the last couple of weeks, and Lord, I want a greater understanding of Your heart concerning these matters,” I just want to take a moment and pray for you. If, in a very specific way, you’re saying, “Lord, I want understanding.”

You know, it says in Daniel 9 that Daniel was seeking the Lord for understanding, and the angel Gabriel came to him and said, “I’ve come to give you understanding.” I know it’s something that we all want, but if in this season you’ve really been saying, “Lord, I want understanding,” it says in Daniel 11 that those who have understanding, and those who know their God, they will do exploits. There is a spirit of understanding that the Lord wants to increase upon our hearts as we search the Scripture. This is what we all want, but there are some of you tonight that this is really what you’ve been asking for.

� This could be related to the Revelation 15-16-time period when the wrath of God is released. The eschatological Passover is when God ultimately deals with the eschatological pharaoh—the Antichrist—and the “Lamb of God” revelation prevalent in the book of Revelation
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