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         Session 8 The Birth Pains: 15 Trends (Mt. 24:1-14) 
I. REVIEW  

A. Scripture describes three prophetic time frames in the end times. This can be seen by comparing 
Matthew 24 with 1 Thessalonians 5:2-3 and Daniel 9:27. The first time frame is the beginning of 
birth pains occurring over a generation leading up to the final seven years of this age which is made 
up of two periods each lasting 3½ years—counterfeit world peace and the Great Tribulation. 

1. Beginning of birth pains (Mt. 24:4-8; Mk. 13:5-8; Lk 21:8-11)—leading to the final 7 years 

2. Counterfeit world peace (increased labor pains)—the first 3½ years of the final 7 years 

3. The Great Tribulation (hard labor pains)—the last 3½ years of the final 7 years 
We will start with just a little bit of review from last week, our last session, since for some of you this is your 
first time here tonight. Scripture describes three prophetic time frames in the end times. You can see these three 
by comparing Matthew 24 with 1 Thessalonians 5 and Daniel 9. We covered this last week, and we have the 
notes on the website about it, if that intrigues you or interests you. 
Just by review, there is the first prophetic time frame which is the beginning of birth pains, or you could say 
birth pangs, either way. Different Bible translations use different terms. Now the beginning of birth pangs 
occurs over an entire generation. I think we are in that season right now. 

We found out from Scripture that a generation can last up to 100 years. It does not have to go that long, but you 
do not know if the generation in which the Lord returns is fifty years or 100 years. It is just wide open, and you 
do not know. Jesus makes it clear these things unfold over—they begin and come to fullness—within the context 
of one generation. 

Then after that beginning of the birth pains, there is what I call the counterfeit world peace and safety. Paul the 
apostle called it “peace and safety.” Around the earth they are rejoicing in the peace, but it is the Antichrist 
masquerading as a man of peace. He has used or stepped into the problems caused by the beginning of the birth 
pangs and has brought solutions to some of them. So he is being celebrated as a man of solutions who brought 
peace and safety. Well, that only goes for three-and–a-half years, then comes the Great Tribulation which I 
would refer to as the hard labor pains. That is the intense of the intense. 

B. The “baby” that is birthed includes the end-time harvest of souls, the purifying of the Church, and 
the return of Jesus to rule and fill the earth with God’s glory in the millennial kingdom. The 
pressure of the birth pains also creates the context for the Antichrist to come forth with “solutions.” 

Though Jesus used the birthing process as an analogy and so do the prophets in the Old Testament, there IS a 
baby being born. That is the point. Some people get so focused on the birth pains that they forget there is a 
reason. Now I do not know that there is any mom who loses sight of the baby, and that is what makes the birth 
pains worthwhile. The birth pains and the baby include a number of things. Number one, the greatest harvest of 
human history, the end-time harvest. I believe it is going to be over a billion people. The purifying of the 
Church and the return of Jesus to set up His kingdom to fill the whole earth with the glory of God: that is the 
baby for which human history is transitioning through the birth canal, so to speak. The planet is being 
transitioned to the age to come. Then we will go on forever and forever and forever. It will be a challenging 
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time, but we cannot lose sight of the baby, the glorious reality, the big picture of why the Lord is allowing such 
pressures to come to bear upon the human race. 
Again, the pressures will create the context for the Antichrist to masquerade as a man of peace and a man of 
solutions. So though the pressures are purifying the Church and doing many good things, the enemy takes 
advantage of them and masquerades as the one with the answer. 

C. The second time frame in the end times will be a time of counterfeit worldwide peace and safety.  
It will come just before the third and final time frame (Great Tribulation) and will continue through  
the first 3½ years of the final 7 years of this age. This period begins with the Antichrist appearing  
as a “man of peace” solving many international conflicts and establishing world peace (1 Thes. 5:3).  
3When they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction [Great Tribulation] comes upon 
them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. (1 Thes. 5:3)  
27Then he [Antichrist] shall confirm a covenant with many [nations and Israel] for one week [7 
years]; but in the middle of the week [3½ years] he shall bring an end to sacrifice [in the temple]… 
(Dan. 9:27) 

More review from last week. Here is the verse that we covered: 1 Thessalonians 5:3. Paul said that there is 
coming a time when they—and they are unbelievers, people that are not of the household of faith—all over the 
world are rejoicing in the peace, meaning international conflict and war appear to be gone. He has brought a 
solution with peace and safety. I think safety has to do with terrorism and things like that. Finally there is an 
answer. 

Paul said that when they are rejoicing across the nations, do not believe it. It is counterfeit, and it is temporary. 
Sudden destruction will come because the Antichrist will pull off his mask. Though he has masqueraded as a 
man of peace, he is a man of war. He is the most demonized man that will ever walk the planet. Sudden 
destruction will bear down upon the nations. They will not escape, these people rejoicing, because they are 
unbelievers outside of the covenant of God. Now if they get saved, that is a different story. 

D. Haggai prophesied five areas that the Lord will shake: heaven (sky), earth, sea, dry land 
(vegetation), and all nations (2:6) in a way that will destroy the strength of Gentile kingdoms (2:22).  
6“…I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land; 7and I will shake all nations, and they 
shall come to the Desire of All Nations [Jesus], and I will fill this temple with glory,” says the 
Lord of hosts…22I will destroy the strength of the Gentile kingdoms.  (Hag. 2:6-7, 22) 

Haggai also prophesied this great shaking. I think that the shaking of Haggai the prophet involves the entire 
period: the beginning of the birth pangs, the increasing of the birth pangs, and the heavy labor. I believe the 
entire end-time drama is included in Haggai’s prophecy. 

Here is what Haggai says, “Thus says the Lord,” Haggai 2:6. “I will shake the heavens”—that is the 
atmosphere, the sky—“I will shake the earth. I will shake the sea. I will shake the dry land. I will shake the 
nations.” It leads to the great harvest because the nations will come to the one referred to as the Desire of All 
Nations, one of my favorite titles of the Messiah in the Old Testament. 

This shaking is progressive. The shaking gets more and more intense as it progresses from the beginning of 
birth pains, to the active labor, to the heavy labor, to the baby is born. I do not think that the shaking is only the 
final moments, but that shaking is happening right now. Now you cannot say it too many times that in the midst 
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of the shaking the glory of God will be poured out. Look at Haggai 2. It says, “I will fill the temple with the 
glory. The nations will come to”—My Son the Messiah, again one of my favorite titles of the Messiah in the Old 
Testament—“the Desire of All Nations.” 

E. 15 birth pains: Jesus identified 10 trends as the beginning of birth pains (Mt. 24:4-8; Mk. 13:5-8,  
Lk. 21:8-11) and 5 trends that will escalate greatly during the final 7 years of this age. The 15 birth 
pains describe the increased turmoil in a sin-filled social order. Earthquakes, famines, and 
pestilence are mentioned as trends that will cause chaos in society to increase greatly.  

Now we are going to look at Matthew 24. You are going to notice there are fifteen different birth pains that are 
identified when you put Matthew 24 with the parallel passages of Mark 13 and Luke 21. Because it is the same 
message, it was the same prophecy. Luke 21 adds a little point or two that Matthew 24 does not set forth. So you 
put all those three chapters together, as they are three different explanations or renditions of that one message. 
They are very similar, but there are a few distinctions. I have identified fifteen birth pains or birth pangs. Again 
you might identify them just slightly differently. You might shift that number and put the categories a little bit 
together in a different way if you wanted to. 
There are ten trends that are in the time frame of the beginning of the birth pangs. There are five that are in 
those final two time frames of the final seven years. There are five trends that come to a whole other level of 
intensity in the final seven years. When you are reading Matthew 24, if you doing kind of a quick reading you 
might not catch that there is a shift from the beginning of the birth pains to the next season where they intensify. 
I will point that out when we read it. 
These birth pains are describing the increased turmoil—and here is the key idea—of a sin-filled social order. 
These birth pains are related to how society as a whole is responding in a negative way. It is describing the 
social order, the way that humans interact with humans, because what is happening is the Lord is giving the 
human race the chance to have a king after their own heart or they could have a King after God’s own heart, 
who is the Lord Jesus. Many in the nations choose the king after their own heart, but under his leadership he 
creates an environment where the deepest, most perverse desires and the most deep-seated bitterness and 
hatred come to the surface on a global level. 

In this the Lord is saying that when man casts off His leadership He will let man have what he wants, but he will 
not want it, because the human response of the social conditions will catapult beyond what they imagine, 
because their capacity for sin is greater than they understand. If they have the right environment for sin to come 
to fullness, they will be shocked how far they will go in sin. 

Then on the opposite end, the contrast is the King after God’s own heart, the Lord Jesus. Of course He is God, 
but He is “after the Father’s heart,” using that point there that God spoke about David. Love will reach its 
highest level. The Church will walk in unity and purity under the most intense pressures. They will be faithful in 
love and humility to the end, whereas the other part of the social order will reach levels or depths of darkness 
they cannot comprehend because when the environment is perfect for sin to grow, it will fully grow. Now you do 
not want to think of the environment being “perfect” when it allows for sin to grow, but using that word picture 
as in “optimal.” 
Now in these birth pangs there are three things: earthquakes, famines, and pestilence. It seems like these are 
different than the social order. In my opinion—this is my opinion—I think they are mentioned as trends that 
cause chaos in society to increase. They exasperate the problems. The anger of humans and the fear of humans 
come to another level with these dimensions of the earthquakes and the natural creation shaking. I think they 
are in this list because they contribute to exasperating the problem of people responding wrongly to the Lord. 
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So people will respond wrongly, demons will be involved, and then there will be frustrations in the natural 
order: earthquakes, famines, pestilence, droughts, etc. 

F. Premise: Most of the positive and negative trends that will come in fullness at the time of Jesus’ 
return are occurring now and will continue to increase until He comes.  

G. We resist the negative sign trends by praying against them and for mercy to those affected by them.  

Now the way that we are to respond as these negative trends increase: we pray against them. We do not just 
accept the increase of the negative. We are always praying for the Lord’s glory and His mercy on the people 
and upon the cities, upon the situation. Not only are we praying, but we are also acting in the opposite spirit in 
which the negative trajectory of society is going. So as believers we are walking in love instead of bitterness. 
Instead of hate growing, love is growing. We are acting in the opposite spirit. 
I think another very important point is that we are to brace ourselves for the intensity of the social order, the 
darkness, the perversion, the murder, the hatred in the social order. We are to brace ourselves, the Body of 
Christ, so we are not surprised and offended by it. Because the unbelievers will be offended by it. The 
unbelievers, and I mean those that continue on to the end, have no idea their capacity, individually and 
collectively, to go into darkness. 

At the very core of man’s delusion, man thinks he is good at the core. If only he has the right environment his 
goodness will come out. It is going to be opposite. In the certain environment the darkness is going to come out. 
They are going to be offended by the way the others are acting. Like, “Can you believe this?” As believers we 
are braced; we know where it is going. We are not going to buy into the offense. We are not going to buy into 
the shock and the narrative of “Can you believe it?” Yes, that is where it is going. I am braced for it. I am 
braced to walk in humility and love and be hated and lied about and mistreated for it. So okay, good, I signed 
up, let’s do it. I get where it is going. 

The Lord is saying, “Listen to what I say in Matthew 24.” A lot of believers do not spend time in these kind of 
passages so they are just so scandalized when they are treated wrongly. 

I say, “Guys, read the book. It is not a big deal. It is only a few minutes. You are only on the earth seventy, 
eighty years. You live forever in the resurrection. Just hang in there and walk in love.” 

“Can you believe they did that?” 
“Sure I can believe it. Just dial down, man, and get your eyes on the Lord. Get connected. Live in the opposite 
spirit, and do not be so scandalized, surprised, and shocked.” 
Because, you see, a number of the household of faith will actually move to the dark side, and they will operate 
this way, some even while they are in the community of God. Do not be scandalized by it. Do not lose your walk 
with God. There are more Christians who are offended at the way Christians are going, the way some 
Christians are treating them. The tragedy is that these Christians who are offended, well, they are losing their 
walk with God over it. I am not going to lose my walk of God because a believer treats me wrongly. I am not 
going to do it. I have only got a few minutes on the earth as it is. I have only one relationship with the Lord and 
one time on the earth. I am not giving over my inheritance because somebody who names the name of Jesus 
treats me wrongly. I know a lot of believers saying, “I am going. I am finished with that because of them.” 
I say, “Do you realize what your inheritance in Jesus is? Are you really going to give it up because they are 
acting like the others? Get the big picture.” 
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II. OVERVIEW OF THE BIRTH PAINS: 15 TRENDS   

A. Believers are to recognize when these things begin in the generation Jesus returns (Lk. 21:28, 32). 
Here I want to give you just kind of a snapshot. We are not going to really spend much time on this page. It is 
more of a reference page for you to get familiar with mentally, because as you get familiar with these subjects, 
then you can begin to see them and then they make more sense to you when you study them out. 

There is so much detail on every one of these birth pains. I mean you can go on the internet and just check them 
out via Google, and you can get ten pages of information on every one of them. My goal tonight is not to give 
you the ten pages. I think there will be a time for us as a community to get the ten pages for every one of them 
and really break down the details. In this course right now I am just wanting us to get familiar with the 
narrative or the storyline, where it is going, so we are not tripped up by it, so we are familiar with it. We are 
growing in our understanding of how it fits, and it makes sense to us. Again a lot of believers are in a 
completely different narrative. When these things happen, it really throws them off and trips them up in their 
spiritual life, but it does not need to. They were just not braced for it. 

B. You will hear of: As many of these trends and/or the news about them accelerates at the same time 
on a global level, making headline news, we are to understand that we are in a unique season in 
history. These signs make a greater impact as a prophetic sign when more people are aware of them.  
6And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars…7For nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes…              
(Mt. 24:6-8) 

Now I want you to notice this one phrase. This is a key phrase. In Matthew 24:6, Jesus said, “And you will hear 
of wars, rumors of wars, nation against nation, kingdom against kingdom, famine, pestilence, earthquakes.” 
This is a key phrase. It is talking to the Body of Christ. There is coming a time frame, Jesus was saying—this 
was the implication 2,000 years ago—there is coming a time frame when you will hear about the wars and 
rumors of wars and famines and earthquakes. In the ancient world, and even up to 100 years ago, you might 
have heard about something that happened near to you or maybe some really radically extreme thing that 
happened on the other side of the world. Now in the internet world with technology there is news of a famine, 
there is an earthquake, there is a war, and you hear about it within an hour, the whole Body of Christ nearly. 

So He is talking about a time frame where these things would be global news. I think some people have 
misapplied this in that they think every one of these trends increases compared to 100 years ago. What 
increases is their global nature: they are global news, and they are impacting the global dialogue and the 
global response of the people of God. I mean a couple hundred years ago when there was an earthquake in 
Africa the people in Asia never heard about it, in the Body of Christ even. He was saying to you—the Body of 
Christ—there is coming a time you will hear about it, and you will hear all this stuff.  

Now when people hear about it, it is not just the believers—though that is who He is talking to—but the nations, 
because the global access to the information creates an impact. The people respond differently with this news. 
So one of the main features of the signs of the times is the fact that there is global instant information, so the 
collective total of all of these crisis in the earth bears down on everyone. Everybody gets—not everybody 
technically but the vast majority of the human race—gets this information within an hour when it is really 
newsworthy. The accumulation of it all shifts the mood and the dialogue, the attitudes and the actions of 
governments and of peoples. It causes riots. I mean something breaks out in one city, people see it on the 
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internet, and the riot breaks out in another city. Something happens in one campus—for example, this anti-
Israel thing going on—then another campus is doing it, then another campus, and it spreads so fast. 
So I think some folks have missed the significance of this phrase, “and you will hear of it,” or “you will see it” 
which is what he says a couple of other times in Matthew 24. They are missing the accumulated impact upon 
individuals and upon the social order. When all of the negative is accessible within an hour or two of it 
happening, it has an accumulated impact that shifts even the way governments make decisions, the way society 
riots or does not riot, the way fear and panic spread, the way offense is exasperated. It just shifts everything. 

So we are in that time frame where it is truly said, and you can say it in the Body, again nearly everyone in the 
Body of Christ, “you will hear of this” all the time. More than you have any desire to, you will hear this 
information. It will have an accumulated impact upon the human heart and the human process and the 
governmental policies of nations. 

C. Jesus identified 10 trends as the beginning of birth pains (Mt. 24:4-8; Mk. 13:5-8, Lk. 21:8-11). 
Matthew mentioned seven trends and Luke added three more—“commotions” (21:9), “fearful 
sights” which includes great signs from heaven, and “perplexity at the roaring seas” (21:11, 25). 
5For many will come in My name, saying, “I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. 6And you will 
hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled…7For nation will rise against 
nation [ethnic conflict], and kingdom against kingdom [economic warfare]. And there will be 
famines, pestilences, and earthquakes…8All these are the beginning of sorrows. (Mt. 24:4-8) 

Jesus identified the ten trends of the beginning—that is the key phrase—the beginning of the birth pangs 
because that goes through a generation. Again somewhere between fifty and 100 years is a generation. It could 
go up to 100. It is building, it is building, and the news is impacting people in an accumulated way more and 
more and more and more. Let’s just look at it really quickly since this is a Bible study. 
Verse 5, “Many will come in My name; they will say ‘I am the Christ.’ They will deceive many. Then you will 
hear of wars and rumors of wars.” Again, within a few hours often you will hear about it. He says, “See that 
you are not troubled, for nation will rise against nation.” I think that means ethnic conflict, because as we have 
looked at several times the word “nation” that is used here is the word we get “ethnic” from. “Ethnos” is the 
Greek word. Ethnic group against ethnic group is what Jesus is saying. 

“Kingdom against kingdom, you will hear of famines, you will hear of pestilence.” It is not just that you will see 
it touching your own life, but even the cumulative story of it will create fear, concern, action, reaction all over 
the world, for example lik4 when a serious pestilence breaks out in one part of the world, I mean a big one. The 
same with earthquakes. 

He said in verse 8, “This is only the beginning of sorrows.” The King James is one of the only Bible 
translations that uses the phrase, “beginning of sorrows.” Most of the translations use the beginning of birth 
pangs or birth pains. I do not know why the King James uses the term sorrows instead of birth pains. 

9But when you hear of wars and commotions…11And there will be great earthquakes in various 
places, and famines and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and great signs from 
heaven… 25And…earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring.       
(Lk. 21:9-11, 25) 

In Luke 21, again it is the same message as Matthew 24, same occasion, same guys listening to it, the disciples. 
Luke adds three more dimensions that Matthew does not add. Matthew give seven trends, while Luke adds three 
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more. He says, “You will hear of wars,” then he adds this word, “commotions.” Then in verse 11 instead of 
“you will hear of earthquakes,” he adds the word “great” earthquakes. So I think we will hear of earthquakes 
and great earthquakes. I think there are two different impacts. 

“You will hear of famines, you will hear of pestilence,” like we read in Matthew 24, then he adds another trend, 
“fearful sights.” What? Fearful sights will increase. I believe the fearful sights are not limited to great signs in 
the heavens. I think they include things happening in the heavens, but not just that. Fearful sights will go 
beyond that. There will be things happening in the sky that will create fear for the people on the earth. Again 
because of technology the whole world will see it. It will have a powerful collective impact on societies. 
In verse 25, He goes to the next dimension. He says, “There will be distress in the nations.” Of course that is 
obvious, as the whole chapter is about distress in the nations. That is just kind of a summary phrase for the 
whole chapter. Then there will be “perplexity” with the sea. I have it on the notes here later that most of the 
translations say, perplexity related to the sea. Things will be happening in the sea and the waves that will cause 
the nations to be very perplexed and troubled. 

So there are going to be troubles on the seas and the coastal cities. They will see them, and it will affect the 
whole world. For example, what happened with Hurricane Katrina affected our entire nation. The tsunami in 
2004 in Southeast Asia and Indonesia, almost 300,000 people died really quickly. It affected the whole world 
which stopped and paid attention to that. The seas brought perplexity to the nations. It is not just creating fear 
and trauma, but raising the questions of “How do we fix this? How do we stop this? What is the way through it? 
Where is the answer to this?” There will be perplexity with the sea and the waves roaring. 
On the rest of page here, I just break the ten areas out a little bit so you can look at them and get familiar with 
them a little bit more. Somebody else may use a little different terminology or put two categories together or 
create another one. That is okay; it does not really matter. The idea is that you get a general feel for it. 

1.  Deception and false christs: Many will come in Jesus’ name and will deceive many (v 5).  
2.  Wars: military and political conflict (Mt. 24:6; Mk. 13:7; Lk. 21:9)  
3.  Ethnic conflict: civil disorder and racism as nation (ethnos) rises against nation (Mt. 24:7) 
4.  Economic warfare: economic-related hostility, aggression, and conflict (Mt. 24:7) 
5.  Famines: massive food shortages (Mt. 24:7) 
6.  Pestilences (disease): The horrors of biological warfare will bring this to a new intensity.  
7.  Great earthquakes: great in destruction and loss of life (Lk. 21:11)  
8.  Commotions: chaotic events in society and creation (Lk. 21:9)  
9. Fearful sights as great signs from heaven: signs in the sky and related to the weather (Lk 21:11). 
10. Perplexity at the roaring of the sea (Lk 21:25) 

D. Jesus identified five trends that will increase in the final 7 years (after the beginning of pains). This 
includes the second time frame (counterfeit world peace) and the third time (Great Tribulation). 
9“They will…kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. 10And then many 
will be offended, will betray… and will hate one another. 11Then many false prophets will rise 
up…12And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold…” (Mt. 24:9-12) 

Here in verse 9 is the part you might miss if you are reading Matthew 24 really quickly. In verse 8 He said that 
the other things were the beginning of birth pains, the beginning of sorrows. Sorrows and birth pains is the 
same word. Now He is going to talk about something else that happens after the beginning of birth pains.  



KNOWING THE BIBLICAL SIGNS OF THE TIME – MIKE BICKLE   
Session 8 The Birth Pangs: 15 Trends   Page 8 

International House of Prayer of Kansas City    ihopkc.org 
Free Teaching Library    mikebickle.org 

Verse 9-11 contain things that are happening right now a little bit, but it is going to go to a heightened level in 
the earth beyond what I think we are really imagining. Verse 9-11 is a whole other level of intensity in the 
social order. It is not just a little bit more than what we have going on now; it is going to be of a whole other 
order. It is after the beginning of the birth pangs.  
The birth pangs are going to create this “world peace and safety” with an Antichrist leadership that is going to 
absolute hate and be at war with the Church, with the people of God. There is going to be new legislation in 
that time frame, as we looked at last week. There is going to be a new animosity against the believers. It is 
going to go to a whole other level than it is right now. 
Right now there are places in the world where you die if you are a believer, and that is increasing. Mostly 
though if you are a believer today you get a little bit of stigma and some criticism. You get a little bit of 
criticism for taking a stand; you get some stigma. People say that you are a hater, you are mean, you are bad, 
you do not know the Bible, you do not understand the Scripture. Like, oh that hurts. It does hurt sometimes, but 
it is going to go way beyond stigma and some embarrassment and some rejection to a whole other level. This is 
after the beginning of the birth pangs. Again these trends are happening now a little bit. Jesus is saying to 
prepare yourself because it is going to a whole other level one day.  

They will kill you. You will be hated by all the nations. There has never been a time ever where the Church was 
hated by all the nations, never. That is yet future. We can see that moving. We can see society moving in that 
direction right now. It is still a little bit. We are still a little ways out.  
Verse 10, “Many will be offended.” They will betray and they will hate each other. There will be false prophets. 
Lawlessness will abound and love, the very purpose for which the human race was created, will be impossible. 
It will be impossible for them to connect with their created design. They will be filled with hatred. That is the 
worse statement of being given over to darkness: love grows cold in their own heart. The incapacity for them to 
feel love or respond in love–that is where the social order is going for those who are saying no to the grace of 
God as these birth pangs increase and increase. 

At the very same time there will be the greatest harvest of believers. The Church will walk in the deepest levels 
of love under the lordship of Jesus. Actually that growth in love in the Church will be in context to the animosity 
and the hatred against the people of God. God’s people will get so lined up with a heavenly purpose and God’s 
agenda for their life. Their identity will be so rooted in who they are as sons and daughters of the resurrection. 
They will not interpret their life by who likes them and what door opens, how much money they have, and how 
they are being treated. They are going to live in a whole other core reality, and that is where it is going. The net 
result is they will be mature and deep in love, the opposite of cold in love. 

E. The five trends in the final 7 years include a great increase of persecution (24:9), social anarchy 
(24:10), false prophets (24:11), lawlessness abounding (24:12) and love growing cold (24:12).  

III. THE BEGINNING OF BIRTH PAINS: 10 TRENDS  

A. Deception and false christs: These are those who claim to be one of God’s anointed (christ means 
anointed). The “many” includes political and military leaders, social reformers, warlords, and cult 
leaders, etc. Some leaders will gain a large following as “many” are deceived. Jesus warned more 
about deception than anything else related to the end times (Mt. 24:4-5, 11, 24). 
4Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you. 5For many will come  
in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ’ [God’s anointed], and will deceive many. (Mt. 24:4-5) 
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6For many will come in My name, saying, “I am He,’ and will deceive many. (Mk. 13:6) 

Again we cannot go very deep on these subjects tonight. With the internet you can get ten pages of information 
on every one of these birth pangs if you really wanted to drill down deep. I do not literally mean ten pages, but 
hypothetically speaking. Some poor guy has got nine pages and he is thinking, “Oh, I want God’s fullness! 
Where is the tenth page?” I just made up that number. 
Okay, let’s look at the signs in the beginning of the birth pangs. Now again the ten that are throughout the 
beginning of the birth pangs are different than the five that come after the beginning of the birth pangs. First 
there will be deception and false christs. Now it is interesting that Jesus warned more about deception than any 
other thing related to the end times. He warned more about deception than He did tribulation or persecution. 
We get concerned with persecution. I mean I do not like persecution. I do not like tribulation or difficult 
challenges in the culture. I do not like tribulation or persecution. Of course persecution is part of tribulation. 
The Lord Jesus says to us, “Deception will be your greatest vulnerability.” Your greatest enemy will be that 
deception gets inside of you if you buy into the wrong narrative. Because if you get the wrong narrative, you get 
into the wrong mindset, and then you are not connected to the Lord, drawing on His leadership and that 
intimacy and grace of God. You get offended, your heart grows cold, and you actually get disconnected. You 
will get offended, and  you go in the other direction. He says, “Life or death is the result of deception or 
understanding.” 
He emphasized this first, and He emphasized this most. So it really matters that we are people of the Word. You 
know some folks say, “I am just so busy in ministry, I do not have time to be in the Word like I want to.” I say 
that you do not want that to be characteristic of your life. Maybe for a short season that you get over into some 
situation and you are not spending the time in the Word that you want to, but we have to be people of the Word. 
I do not mean just that we know the information, but we are interacting with Jesus with this information. We are 
talking to Him on a regular, daily basis. We are being renewed and washed by the Word. It’s not just that we 
bought into a couple biblical facts and we think our theology is right so we not going to be deceived. 
The deception is not just about whether you believe Jesus is from God and His salvation is real. The deception 
is the whole storyline of where society is headed, the narrative of the dark trajectory of where people are going. 
Many in the Church are going to jump into the dark side. They are going to have a wrong narrative, a wrong 
storyline. I am using that as the same word as the same meaning as narrative. The way they are thinking of life 
in the future is going to be very different than the way the Bible is thinking. So deception is more than if you 
believe Jesus died for your sins. It is a far bigger subject than that. It is His leadership in that hour of history. 
Verse 5, “Many will come, and they will say, I am the Christ.” Now most of you know the word “Christ” means 
anointed. You know when I was first a believer, I thought of “Jesus Christ,” as in I thought that was His last 
name, but it is His title. It is the Anointed. Messiah, Christ, and Anointed are all the same word. Jesus Messiah, 
Jesus Anointed, Jesus Christ, you can use them interchangeably. 
So what Jesus is saying is there are going to be a lot of people rising up saying, “I am commissioned and 
anointed by God.” They are not all saying, “I died for your sins and I have come back from heaven for you.” 
That is not exactly what they are going to be saying. They are saying, “I have a commission from God. I am 
anointed by God. I am a deliverer. Follow me.” They are going to bring it to a level beyond where we, as a 
member of the Body of Christ, understand our calling and are committed to our calling. They take it to a whole 
other level. It becomes about them. They get in the way of a person’s walk with God, and they become the 
central focus. They are a deliverer.  
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Now these deliverers could be political or military leaders, or social reformers. Some of the war lords in some 
of these nations where there is genocide are the ones, saying, “I am liberating our oppressed people, and we 
are going to kill everyone that gets in our way.” They believe, “I am sent by God. I have a mandate by God. I 
am a deliverer from God.” Whether religious, political, military, there are going to be a lot of makeshift 
deliverers that arise because the crisis is going to be calling for strong leaders at various levels. 

You know before the Nazis, in Germany the crisis was so severe that the outcry in the society was, “We want a 
strong man who can bring order to our nation,” because there was economic chaos, there was political chaos, 
racial chaos, there was all kinds of tension everywhere. The nation said, “We want a strong man. We want a 
deliverer. We want somebody that can cause all the problems to be moved out of the way and get quick 
answers.” That is included in this.  
They will come and say, “I am the Christ,” that is, “I am the anointed, commissioned deliverer from God.” 

Now you will notice the word “many” is used twice in verse 5, and the word “many” is used twice in verse 11. 
It is used in two different ways. Number one, there are many of these deceivers, and they will have a big 
following, so, number two, they will deceive many. There will be a lot of these makeshift deliverers who are 
claiming to be anointed by God or called of God. I do not know if they will all use the word “anointed” but “I 
am commissioned,” or “I am sent by God for such a time as this.” Of course Hitler was really into the fact he 
was under providential commissioning to save Germany. 

B. Wars: military and political conflicts (Mt. 24:6; Mk. 13:7; Lk. 21:9) 
“You are going to hear about wars.” It is not just that wars are increasing, though in this case they are. The 
deliverers, the christs, are increasing. The amount of people who are saying “I am the answer” for an entire 
nation or for my part of the world or whatever, I believe they are increasing, but more than that, they are 
newsworthy. They are global headline news is the idea, and the story about them is creating fear and reaction 
and response. 
I mean we are watching carefully what is happening in Syria, what is happening in Iraq, what is happening in 
Russia, what North Korea is doing. We are over here in America, and it is impacting our politics, our 
conversations, and the way we carry our hearts. All of this is impacting the whole earth, the accumulation of all 
of these things. It is shifting the human response individually and collectively as well as the human dialogue, 
policies, and everything. 

I have just a few pieces of information here you can read on your own just about how wars are increasing. 
Again it is the news of the wars that is creating the global shift, the fear, the guardedness. You know we have 
presidential candidates who are saying, “We are going to do this and that because of those people over there.” 
It really impacts us. I am not saying all of that is bad, but I am saying governments are making policies because 
of what the news is telling their people is happening over there. 

1. Since World War II, over 150 major wars have occurred with a death toll of over 25 million. 
Since the Berlin Wall came down (1989), conflicts have forced 50 million people from their 
homes worldwide. There were over 70 wars in 1995 (double from 1989). 1993 saw a record 
number of wars fought in one year (29).  

2. There have always been wars, but now there are weapons capable of destroying all life.  

C. Ethnic conflict: civil disorder, racism, and genocide as nation rises against nation (Mt. 24:7) 
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7For nation will rise against nation [ethnos], and kingdom against kingdom. (Mt. 24:7) 

There is ethnic conflict, nation against nation, ethnos against ethnos. This is civil disorder, racism, genocide. I 
believe one of the primary issues in our nation and in the globe is ethnic group against ethnic group. When 
money is involved, when there are financial pressures like in our nation when entitlements are withheld, there 
are more disturbances of peoples, one with another. That is a global reality, not an American reality. When 
money and famine or trouble comes, then “ethnos”—ethnic group conflict—gets even more energized. Because 
when trouble comes people cluster together, and then they stand against the people that they perceive as 
different than they are. Well, there are all kinds of ethnic wars going on right now. I believe that it is civil 
disorder more than just ethnic wars. I have listed a few of them here. 

1. The Greek word for nation in Mt. 24:7 is ethnos which translates ethnic or tribe. Ethnic wars 
in Cambodia, Albania, Rwanda, Bosnia, Kosovo, and Sudan along with Stalin’s purges and 
China’s Cultural Revolution caused the number of those murdered by their own people to 
exceed the deaths caused by wars outside their borders (totaling over 150 million deaths).  

2. Ethnic conflict or civil disorder fueled by racism is continually making world headlines. They 
are increasing in number and frequency. In the 20th century this claimed more lives than all 
modern wars combined—Sudan 2,000,000; Ethiopia 1,000,000; Uganda 550,000; Nigeria 
1,000,000; North Korea 2,000,000; Afghans (800,000); Chinese 35,000,000; Indonesians 
500,000; Tibetans 1,600,000; Russians 15,000,000; Bosnia-Herzegovina (1992-1995) 
200,000; Rwanda (1994) 800,000; Cambodia (1975-1979) 2,000,000;  
Nazi Holocaust (1938-1945) 6,000,000; Rape of Nanking (1937-1938) 300,000;  
Stalin’s forced famine (1932-1933) 7,000,000; Armenians in Turkey (1915-1918) 1,500,000. 

D. Economic warfare: This is economic-related hostility, aggression, and conflict (Mt. 24:7) or 
making war in the arena of national resources. The greatest influence of a government or kingdom 
is often financial. Economic warfare can devastate a nation. For example, economic warfare was 
used in the sanctions against South Africa, North Korea, Iran, etc. resulted in much hardship. 
7For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. (Mt. 24:7) 

I think economic warfare is the essence of kingdom against kingdom. I do not think Jesus is saying the same 
thing when He said “nation against nation” and “kingdom against kingdom.” I do not think He is being poetic 
and just kind of repeating Himself. I interpret this as economically-related hostility, aggression, conflict, 
economically-related sabotage of one nation by another. Holding them in hostage, I mean one nation can use 
their economic power and put sanctions or boycotts on other nations and really create trouble for that other 
nation, and that is happening quite a bit. 

Some of the economic warfare is legal, above board. I do not really have a lot of information on it as though I 
am some expert on this, and I do not want to pretend to be. I had enough conversations and read a little bit 
enough just to be “dangerous” on this actually. My point being, there is economic warfare going on, not just 
the legal and open and overt of nation against nations, but making deals and trapping and entrapping each 
other economically. I have a feeling and a little bit of knowledge that there is hostility and deception with 
significant impact. 

Think of wars related to oil in the Middle East. Think of all kinds of issues going on with embargos and 
merchandise tariffs and nations trading. There are all kinds of warfare going on with the idea of breaking the 
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power of other nations so they are subservient to you. I think Jesus is saying that you are going to see that 
increasing and you are going to hear the news of some of it. 

E. Famines: massive food shortages (Mt. 24:7; Mk. 13:8; Lk. 21:11). Nearly a billion people 
worldwide suffer from malnutrition. The numbers are projected to increase to 2 billion by 2025 
(greatest famine in history). Over 25,000 people die every day from hunger-related causes. Nearly  
5 million die of starvation every year. Famine in Ethiopia and Sudan are in the headlines regularly.  
7There will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. (Mt. 24:7)  

1. Over 500 million people do not have enough clean drinking water, leading to more disease. 
Water shortages have reduced the global food supply by 10 percent. The world’s population  
is growing, yet its agricultural capabilities are now diminishing.  

2. According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 864 million 
people worldwide were under-nourished between 2002-20041.  In 2007 in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, one in every three persons were undernourished, with famine also afflicting South 
Asia, who reported nearly 300 million underfed, followed by East Asia (225 million).2  

Concerning famine, the report in 2005 was that nearly a billion people worldwide were suffering from 
malnutrition, a billion, though today actually the numbers are a little bit lower. There has been a little bit of 
gain worldwide. Some sources that study this are projecting it to get far more severe. Of course there are 
always money and political agendas in the people who come up with the numbers. I mean it is hard to get really 
un-biased numbers because most of the people presenting the numbers are shifting the numbers based on their 
political agenda to get money and resources one way or the other. So it is hard to know exactly what is going 
on. 
Jesus was saying that famine would be something you will hear about. It will be global headline news. Again, it 
creates an action, a response, a fear, and an animosity, nation against nation. I mean the news itself creates 
tremendous social movement. Plus there is just the tragedy of the very fact of the people in famine. I think they 
are saying it is a little bit lower right now than it was ten years ago, but they are projecting it to get far higher. 
With an economic crisis in the earth, the famine will go up to a whole other level. 

Terrorism will create hunger problems. I mean we are looking at the refuge problem in Syria, we are seeing 
governments fighting each other, and ten million people are either dying or in flight and starving or on the 
verge of really suffering. So terrorism and war will create this in a far greater way. 

F. Pestilences (disease): This includes epidemic diseases and biological warfare (Mt. 24:7; Lk. 21:11).  
7There will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. (Mt. 24:7)  

Pestilence or disease includes epidemic diseases as well as biological warfare.  

                                                
1 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations food security statistics, 2006 
2 World Development Report 2008: Agriculture for Development, p. 94 
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1. Experts warn that one of the greatest threats in world today is biological warfare. Nations are 
developing genetically engineered viruses and bacteria that cannot be stopped by antibiotics. 
The Center for Biosecurity says, “bioterrorism is one of most pressing problems on the planet 
today.” Terrorists threaten to use smallpox since many have not been vaccinated against it.  

There is so much on the internet from experts on this subject that you could get ten pages on this one for sure. 
Experts are warning that one of the greatest threats in the world today is biological warfare. Nations are 
developing genetically-engineered viruses and bacteria that cannot be stopped by any antibiotics. They cannot 
be stopped in anyway. These nations are preparing it in order to protect themselves is how the storyline goes. 
That is, we are preparing it in our laboratories to protect us in case somebody else does it. Many nations are on 
this track. Again I do not have all the insight and information, but just the obvious information out there is quite 
alarming as to how far this has gone in terms of genetically-engineered viruses and bacteria that cannot be 
stopped if they are released. 
Intelligence reports talk about terrorists who want to use smallpox. Now smallpox was devastating in the past. 
It is devastating because if you are not inoculated against it, vaccinated against it, it can wipe out entire 
populations. Right now because smallpox has been under control in the earth, many have not had the 
vaccination for it. Intelligence reports are saying that if terrorist can get smallpox into the community, it can 
have devastating impact. Those kinds of things are included in the topic of pestilence. 

2. Deadly new strains of malaria, tuberculosis, and cholera are becoming resistant to all known 
antibiotics and are killing millions. Diseases are growing in an unprecedented way globally, 
especially viral killers like AIDS and Ebola. Cancer was virtually unheard of hundreds of 
years ago; now over 100 different kinds of cancer kill over 5 million people per year.  

There are now new strains of malaria, tuberculosis, etc., which are resistant to any kind of antibiotic that can 
solve the problem and help those infected. 

3. Since the beginning of the AIDS pandemic (1981), almost 80 million people have contracted 
HIV and almost 40 million have died of AIDS-related causes. Over 35 million are now living 
with HIV. In 2014, about one million people died from AIDS, and about 2 million were newly 
infected with HIV (This is down from 2 million deaths and 3 million new affected in 2005, 
but the number has increased by 50 percent among adolescents). 

Then there is the AIDS epidemic or pandemic. Eighty million people have contracted HIV. Forty million have 
died since this first came out about thirty-five years ago, forty million people. Now they are making some 
headways with AIDS in some parts of the world, but in some parts, particularly in Africa, the number of the 
youth that are contracting this virus is increasing. 

The thing that I am concerned about is new strains of HIV. When we come up with an answer and a solution for 
one, I think we are going to find out there are new strains of it that there is not an answer for. 

G. Earthquakes: Earthquakes are not increasing, but they are making world headlines, thus being 
“heard about” (24:6) much more than in the past. Luke added the word “great ” to qualify the 
earthquakes—great in destruction and in loss of life (Lk. 21:11). Earthquakes can shift the global 
mood drastically and create a desperation in a greater number of people for governmental and 
societal change. There is no evidence that earthquakes are increasing, but their destructive impact is. 
11 There will be great earthquakes in various places, and famines and pestilences (Lk. 21:11)  
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Some people will tell you earthquakes are increasing in number. The facts tells us that earthquakes, the actual 
amount of earthquakes, has not hugely increased. Of course they have only had scientific measuring of them 
and analyzing them for about 100 years or so. It has gotten so much more sophisticated in the last couple of 
decades and continuing to get more sophisticated. However, how the news of them spreads across the world is 
increasing rapidly. 

Luke added the word, “great,” as in great earthquakes. He says, you are going to see great ones that are above 
and beyond what you normally think about as an earthquake. So think of great power, great destruction, great 
loss of life. Great obviously means the magnitude of how powerful the earthquake is, including the amount of 
destruction of buildings, properties, land, and the amount of human life that is killed or damaged through it. So 
it is great through that regard. 
I do not know that there is an earthquake today that is a major one which is not world news within an hour. 
Again the very fact of that information together with all the other information really shifts the way society holds 
their hearts, reacts, responds, how governments act, etc. They shift the global mood, major earthquakes do. 

I think that just by the very fact that there are larger city populations—there are so many megacities today—
that earthquakes in megacities are great. Just the population increase is so great that there is the threat of 
greater damage. Though there is greater technology, the populations of major cities are still at risk. You know 
they talk about in and around Tokyo, and places like that, what an earthquake would do. So many, many cities 
of the earth, I don’t want to go down the list here. 
The tsunami in Southeast Asia in 2004 was started by an earthquake. National Geographic said the tsunami 
killed 300,000 people in 2004. They said it was caused by an earthquake. The waves, the waters, were what 
caused the damage, but the earthquake created the waves. So it is all connected together. 

H. Commotions: chaotic events in society (Lk. 21:9); it is uncertain all that this trend includes, but 
many different activities could fit into this trend. The Greek word akatastasia means instability or a 
state of disorder and disturbance. It is translated as commotions (KJV, NKJV, Berean Literal Bible), 
uprisings (NIV, Young’s Literal Translation), rebellions (NET, Berean Study Bible), tumults (ESV, 
ASV), disturbances (NAS), revolutions (Intl Standard), and insurrections (New Living Trans.). 

Commotions: the Greek word for commotions means instability or state of disorder. I have a number of popular 
translations here. The most popular translations say commotions, uprisings, rebellions.  

1. Militant Islamic leaders have especially targeted Israel, the USA, and the European Union.  

2. Escalation of border disputes, social and religious conflicts, and international strife.  

3. It speaks of trends or events that cause pressure in society other than wars and ethnic conflict 
and includes communal violence involving militias, paramilitary organizations, and more.  

Now this is not the same thing as wars or ethnic conflicts. It is troubles beyond that. I have written here 
communal violence with militias and paramilitary organizations and terrorism. It is beyond just traditional war 
or ethnic conflict. These are troubles that are just disrupting society; for example you know what happened in 
the Arab Spring and the good, bad, and the ugly. Commotions in nations that are not just wars or ethnic 
conflicts, but it is more complicated than that. There are more dynamics to it than that. 
I was talking to an informed man who is a very top official in the military. He was saying that there were over 
2,000 militias in America. This is a man who works in, has been in, and works directly with the White House for 
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many, many years, at the very top of the military in government. I mean his resume is quite remarkable. I was 
asking him, “How many militia groups are there in America?” 
He said, “At least 2,000.” 

I asked, “What is a militia group? I do not even know what the exact definition is.” 
He said, “It is about twenty to 200 people who are together. They have a common goal, and they work together, 
and they are very trained in guns and with weapons. They are trained, they are organized, and there are little 
bands of them. They take the law into their own hands to protect their own people. That is, they do not trust the 
government. They do not trust other governments. They want to protect their people, and they are connected 
together.” He said that we have got at least 2,000 of those groups in America identified, and there are probably 
a bunch more. He said, “When terrorism—I am talking about Islamic terrorism—comes into our borders, these 
guys are going to go into action.” He went on, “And the United States government is going to have to try to 
stop them because you cannot be vigilantes, but they are not going to be stopped.” He was talking about the 
time in which those kinds of commotions are going on. 

He had quite a bit to say about it. I thought, “Wow, I really never thought about that.” 
He said, “So you have terrorists come into our borders, and they are running around creating fear in schools 
and shopping malls, and these guys are not going to just be quiet. It is going to create all kinds of disturbances 
because the government cannot let vigilante groups just go wild and take the law in their own hands.” So there 
will be some governments against their own people, stopping them. Anyway he was describing it, and I do not 
know how far all that will go. I do not have the kind of the final information on those things, but commotions in 
these kinds of ways. You can see them on the horizon so clearly. 

Okay, we will skip a few of the trends here. 

I. Fearful sights as great signs from heaven: weather causing disturbances in the sea (Lk 21:11, 25). 
11There will be fearful sights and great signs from heaven…25And there will be signs in the sun, 
in the moon, and in the stars… (Lk. 21:11, 25)  

1. The Greek word phobetron come from the root phobos from which we get phobia or fear. 
Fearful sights mean terrorizing happenings, or that which strikes terror, or causes one to be 
struck with fear or startled by strange sights. Fearful sights will cause the hearts to faint for 
fear—as with the Holocaust, or expressions of injustice with violence and perversion, etc. 

2. The airplanes hitting the World Trade Center and crushing of people that followed.  

3. Biological or chemical warfare released on masses. Satanically inspired activities that strike 
terror. Demons appearing to sting people bringing such torment so that men will seek death 
(Rev. 9:5-6).  

4. The sea and fresh water will turn to blood, the sun will scorch people, darkness will come, 
and people will gnaw their tongues in pain (Rev. 16). 
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J. Perplexity at the roaring of the sea (Lk 21:25): English translations vary and include perplexity at 
the roaring of the sea (NAS, NIV, ESV, American Standard, New Living Translation), bewildered 
by the roaring sea (Holman Christian), confused by the roaring of the sea (Intl. Standard), anxious 
over the roaring of the sea (NET) and with perplexity, sea roaring… (NKJV, Young’s). 
25There will be…distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring (Lk. 21:25)  

IV. THE FINAL SEVEN YEARS: 5 TRENDS  

A. Persecution and hatred of believers (Mt. 24:9). This speaks of a whole new level of intensity when 
all nations hate and kill Christians—nothing like this has ever happened in history. 
9They will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My 
name’s sake. (Mt. 24:9)  

1. Death sentences will be part of the legal codes because believers will resist the Antichrist who 
seemingly brought “peace” in society and to many nations. To be “delivered over to be killed” 
speaks of legislation. Laws will be hostile to the Church. Death sentences will be made legal 
because God’s people will resist the man (Antichrist) who established peace and safety.  

2. The number of martyrs over 1,900 years was nearly 25 million. In the 20th century, there were 
almost 50 million martyrs. Persecution of believers continues to increase in parts of China, 
Indonesia, Saudi Arabia, Russia, North Korea, Sudan, the Middle East, etc.  

I just want to mention this about the final seven years, just so that we get our mind around it. Again. I do not 
know that I will see this in my day, but I might. I know it is where society is going, at least a part of society. I 
mean a good part of society, not totally, because there is going to be the greatest manifestation of the glory of 
God ever in history as well. Light and dark will be in such intense contrast. It says in verse 9, “They will deliver 
you to tribulation, kill you, and you will be hated by all nations.” This is another level of intensity from 
anything in history. Right now there are pockets in the earth that have this intensity towards Christians. This 
are talking about all the nations, a different hour of history. It is after the beginning of the birth pangs. 

Again the Antichrist has created a world peace and safety at this point, but there is only one group of people 
that is openly calling the Antichrist of the devil. I mean the one guy who brings peace and safety and the 
Christians are saying that he is of the devil. It is like, “Come on, you guys, what do you want? Finally we have 
peace and safety. You have been praying for unity, safety, and peace, and we got it, and you call it of the devil.” 
Christians will be seen as enemies of the state, the enemies of the tranquility of society. It is going to a whole 
other level now. 

You can see this already moving in that direction in the last year, the last twelve months, by the amount of 
dialogue and even legislation of hate laws where Christians cannot say stuff about what is godly and what is 
not godly because “it creates hate.” Those laws are already picking up at a pace that is, well, I mean we are 
not at the heavy stuff at all, but it is already picking up so rapidly that it is a sign of the times itself. It is all over 
the Western world, and it is moving very fast. 
We are not at the “hated by all nations” stage at all. We are at the “ridiculed openly” stage with only a few 
laws that penalize standing for what you believe, just a few. When it says that they will kill you and you will be 
hated by all nations, it is more than just a few people in society are mad at you and want to beat you up. This is 
talking about legislation, government-backed legislation, to kill Christians. 
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Again you see where this is going. You are saying, “Lord, I want to go deep in You. I am going to put my hope 
in You, my identity in You. I am all about You and Your leadership, and I am trusting You.” There will be a 
tremendous amount of miracles, and there will be protection. There is also the realm that we are living for: the 
resurrection. We are sons of the resurrection; we are not children of this age. So we interpret pressures very 
different than sons of darkness do. We are sons of the resurrection. Jesus said that you are children of the 
resurrection. 

B. Social anarchy: The social order will be filled with offense, betrayal; hate will dominate society 
(Mt. 24:10). Imagine how the KGB and Gestapo seduced their informants to betray family 
members. Relational breakdown in society is not making world headlines. This does not refer 
specifically to hatred of believers, but to people in general being offended and betraying and hating 
one another. After people begin to hate their family because of their faith, they lose their bearings.  
10 Then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. (Mt. 24:10)  

The next one is social anarchy. When it says in verse 10, “Then many will be hated, betrayed, and hate one 
another,” you got to read this carefully, because in verse 10 it is not only Christians being hated, it has 
escalated. Now the hatred that many have against the Christians has gotten into their emotional makeup and 
into their mindset. Now hatred begins to dominate all the relationships, and betrayal starts to increase. This is 
now society as a whole, not just against Christians, because the hatred they have towards the believers now 
begins to dominate their own home life and their own heart and all their relationships, because hatred begets 
hatred. Hatred does not stay measured. Hatred grows. If hatred, betrayal, or bitterness is not dealt with, 
confronted, repented of, and cleansed by the blood of Jesus, it grows and it grows. So verse 10 is talking about 
more than hatred against believers. It is society becoming that way, hatred and betrayal. 

C. Deception and false prophets (Mt. 24:11): Note it is not false Christs in v. 9-12, but false prophets. 
There will be a falling away from the faith at the end of the age (Mt. 24:9-13; 2 Thes. 2:3; 1 Tim. 
4:1-2; 2 Tim. 3:1-7; 4:3-5; 2 Pet. 2:1-3).  
11Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. (Mt. 24:11) 

Now at this point in time it is not false deliverers because the Antichrist is in place now. His emissaries will be 
all over the world, “anointed” men and women, as ambassadors of his agenda. So this is not false prophets in 
the sense of somebody prophesying in the name of Jesus. It will be illegal to call on the name of Jesus at that 
time. These are not Christian prophecy conferences. The Christians are being hated by everyone. This is not 
Christian. These are men and women who will operate in a demonic anointing with power as emissaries of the 
Antichrist and Satan’s agenda of the earth. They will deceive many because they will do signs and wonders, 
tremendous signs and wonders. 

D. Lawlessness abounding (Mt. 24:12): Paul spoke of people with a seared conscience in the end 
times (1 Tim. 4:1-2). This includes people being “given over” to sin (Rom. 1:24-28). Many will be 
given over to a spirit of delusion as global blasphemy of Spirit occurs related to the sixth bowl (Rev. 
16). Sin will reach its fullest expression (Mt. 24:12). The increase of evil is a prophetic sign as 
humans reach the highest potential for evil (Rev. 9:21; 14:18; 17:5; 18:5; cf. Dan. 8:23; 12:10) 

Then where it goes is lawlessness abounding beyond measure. This is the days of Noah with violence and the 
days of Lot with immorality coming to a fullness. Paul talked about this in 1 Timothy 4. He said, “Their 
conscience will be seared.” They will be unmoved in their conscience, a seared conscience. Paul talked about 
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people being given over by God. There is a time where people progress in sin, yet God beckons them. They 
progress in sin, and He woos them by His love. They progress in sin, they cast Him off, and He puts roadblocks, 
He disciplines them, He stops them, He causes hindrances. They press on, they press on, and then there comes a 
time, Romans 1 says, when God gives them over to do what they want, and then their own sin dominates them 
and makes them slaves and captives far beyond what they imagined. The power of demons and sin in them now 
dominates their life. That is, there is coming a place where lawlessness far more than just a little social 
disorder will be the characterization of the planet outside of the people of God. 

Although I think there will be a billion or a couple billion believers. You know, a billion believers now plus 
another billion. Of course those numbers are not exactly how it will be, but there are a lot of believers going on 
at the same time as lawlessness is abounding. 
Then the final thing is that love grows cold, contrary to what we were created for. We were created by love, and 
we are created for love. When love grows cold, they will be incapable of feeling, receiving, or expressing love. I 
mean it will be the epitome of the opposite of what God created the human race for. Because man wanted a king 
after their own hearts, but the sin accelerated far beyond what they thought. God allowed this for organized 
history to come to a head in one time frame of history. 

Then the true King and the loyalty to that King is manifested on the earth. This is before the Lord returns, and 
the Church will be purified. Jesus, His worth, His beauty will be adorned and walked in no matter what the 
cost. There will be a billion believers, or whatever the number is, loyal to Him in love. So before He returns He 
will have a people in every nation seeing His worth, His beauty, His loyalty fully given to Him. 
There will be the fullness of man, a king after man’s own heart brought to the full extremity of man’s sin. The 
contrast will be there, and then the end will come, then the Lord will come. 

E. Encouragements: Jesus injected two strong encouragements—first (v. 13), those who endure to the 
end will be saved (24:13); second a witness of the gospel will be given in every nation (24:14).  
13But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be 
preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.  
(Mt. 24:13-14) 

F. Gospel preached to all nations: Jesus connected the timing of His return to the preaching of the 
gospel to all nations (12,000 people groups). Leading mission leaders project that the gospel will be 
preached to every people group by 2020. The greatest harvest of souls in history is occurring now. 
The Bible has been translated into 2,000+ languages (used by 98% of the world’s population). 

Amen and amen! Let’s stand. “Jesus, we love Your prophecies! We love that You gave these to us.” 
I want us just to respond to the Lord right now. Some of you are probably feeling fearful. You are thinking, 
“Oh, man, intense!” Here is what you read, “He who endures…” and you think, “Oh, I hope I endure. He that 
endures. Oh, I hope I endure!”  

I want to shift it to “You will be delivered, you will be vindicated, you will experience the power if you say yes 
in your heart, if you do not give up.” 

Enduring just means you do not give up. If you do not quit, you win. It does not mean if you are super human. If 
you do not just do not quit, you win.”  
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I want to pray for anybody that is saying, “You know what? I just need an infusion of faith so that I can 
endure.” 
Just not quitting is what enduring is; it is not super human. Nobody has the power. We are all weak and broken 
people who are prone to look at this and say, “Oh no!” 
The Lord says, “No, the breakthrough, the power, it is yours. I am with you.” 

If you are saying, “Lord, I want to be touched in that tonight,” in just a moment I want you to come up. 
Others, like we have prayed each time, you are saying, “I want to make this message known. Many people do 
not have this yet.” You can come up if you want. The people who want prayer come up to these front lines here. 
Yeah, just come and stand on these. 

Some of you are saying, “I need to get clear on this stuff. I mean if Jesus taught it, we need to say this stuff. We 
need to get people ready, get them in the right mind set.” Because, remember, deception is not just about not 
believing Jesus forgave us; the deception is about the whole storyline. I want to be in the right narrative. It may 
not happen in your lifetime, but I tell you it is not too early to train your children and their children in the next 
generation. It really might happen in your lifetime. It might come to fullness. I want to train the next generation 
right now. 

Others of you, you have a need physically or spiritually. You are saying, “Man, the enemy is hitting me hard. I 
need a breakthrough in another area unrelated to what you said” or physically your body is sick and you want 
prayer; I want to invite you to come up. 
“Lord, we love You! We love Your leadership, Jesus. Jesus, how we love You! All over the room we love You. 
Jesus, we love You! Jesus our King, our Beloved. Lord, we want to touch Your heart. Lord, we want to know 
Your heart. We want to encounter You, Jesus. Lord, I ask You for the renewing of the Holy Spirit across this 
whole room. We ask Lord, Release Your power, Lord.” 


