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Part 2 The Mystery of the Bride: Glory and Union (Eph. 5:25-32)
I. introduction 
25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle…28So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies…29For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 30For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 31 "For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh." 32This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. (Eph. 5:25-32) 
A. This passage is one of the most remarkable and exalted statements of the Church’s relationship to Jesus in all the Scripture. I encourage you to put your name wherever it refers to the Church, so that you personalize this passage. Picture yourself with this future and include these truths into your conversations with Jesus by thanking Him for each aspect of your destiny described here. This passage is the ultimate statement of your glory and value. 
B. In context, Paul is teaching on husbands loving their wives. That was his main exhortation. My emphasis here is not the responsibility of husbands, but the love of Jesus as the Bridegroom God for His people. The union between a husband and wife gives insight into the union between Christ and His Church as the union between Christ and His Church gives insight into marriage.

C. Paul described Jesus’ love as being expressed in terms of glory (v. 26-27) and union (v. 28-32) with His Church. Jesus described His relationship with the Bride in the same way (Jn. 17:21-26). 
1. Glory: What Jesus did for the Church, and why He did it (Eph. 5:26-27), emphasizes the Church’s glory, greatness, status, position, and function in Jesus’ eternal purposes. 
2. Union: The Church has been called to a deep union with Jesus (Eph. 5:28-32). This emphasizes the relational aspect of our salvation. 
D. The self-sacrificing love of Jesus is the pattern for the husband’s love for his wife. One’s Christ-likeness is measured by the way they treat their spouse. The model is in how Jesus treats His wife. One man told me that his wife did not deserve his affection because of the things that she did. He must forgive his wife of all her failures in the way that Jesus has forgiven all of his. 
E. No husband is entitled to say that he is the head of his wife unless he seeks to love her as Christ loves the Church. He is not obeying the Scripture without embracing this as a lifestyle. 
F. Every day a husband should ask, “Does my love for my wife reveal Jesus’ love for his Church?” The goal of every Christian husband should be that his wife could say, “My husband loves me so thoroughly and is so good to me that I enthusiastically follow and submit to his leadership.” 
II. Glory: what Christ did for the church and why (Eph. 5:26-27) 

25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27that He might present her to Himself a glorious church… (Eph. 5:25-27)

A. Paul emphasizes the great love and privilege that we have received. He describes the Bride’s glory, greatness, status, position and function. This passage is the ultimate statement of our value and His desire for us. He wants you as His eternal partner. You are beautiful in His sight. 
B. Gave Himself: Jesus had to buy us before He could have us as His Bride (Eph. 1:7; 2:15; 5:2). 

C. Glorious church: We will live in a state of glory forever. Jesus has a plan for you. He is taking you somewhere very glorious. We are destined to be successful in God forever. Everything works to this goal for your life. He will remove everything that diminishes glory and love. 
22The glory which You gave Me I have given them…24Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory… (Jn. 17:22-24) 
D. Sanctify her: Jesus separated us to Himself, His service, and heart. This speaks the Bride as very special to God and being called to the most exalted and unique position of any part of creation. 
9You are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood…His own special people… (1 Pet. 2:9) 

E. Cleanse her: Jesus cleanses us from the penalty and power of our sins. Our guilt and shame was removed on the day we were born again. He will progressively cleanse us from the power of all our dark thoughts, emotions, and actions so that we will forever be free of all defilement. Nothing will ever hinder our connection and enjoyment of our relationship with Him. 
F. Washing of water by the Word: The instrument which is used by the Spirit in our cleansing is God’s Word. The Word and the Spirit must go together. The Word speaks of the great doctrines taught in Ephesians and throughout the Bible. 
G. Present her to Himself: The high point of God’s plan is to present His people on the wedding day in splendor. Jesus’ plans for His Bride are far greater than the Bride’s dream for herself. He thinks far more about our wedding day than we do. He is ready and wants His Bride to be ready. 
H. The norm is for someone to present the bride to the bridegroom, the father, or a close relative as one who helped in her preparations and provisions. Here, Paul looks at the preparation of the Bride from the perspective of Jesus’ activities. John looks at this from the Bride’s point of view (Rev. 19:7). Others point out the role of anointed ministries (Mt. 9:15; Jn. 3:29; 2 Cor. 11:2). 
I. Jesus presents His Bride to Himself because nobody else is qualified to do it. He has done everything from beginning to end. We can accomplish nothing without Jesus’ deep involvement. Jesus is the only man who knows what He wants as well as the process to bring us to glory. 
III. A glorious Church: without spot or wrinkle 

A. Jesus thought through everything in preparing us for that day. The Church must cooperate with His leadership in being prepared as Esther made beauty preparations for her wedding (Esth. 2). 
27that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. (Eph. 5:27)

B. Holy: Holiness equips us to enjoy life together with God. The call to holiness is a call to live in agreement with God and to enjoy the pleasure of being fascinated by the revelation of Jesus. We stand as a pure virgin in God’s sight by receiving the gift of Jesus’ righteousness (2 Cor. 11:2). All that hinders us from receiving God’s affections is removed (2 Cor. 5:17-21). 

C. Without spot: Jesus will remove all the spots for our heavenly garments. Today, the Church gets into the mud. On the wedding day, the Bride will be clothed with perfect and glorious garments.
8To her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. (Rev. 19:8) 

D. Without wrinkle: Jesus will remove all aging so we live forever in perpetual youth and health. 
E. Without blemish: Jesus will remove all physical blemishes. This was a familiar term used in the Old Testament sacrificial system. Only unblemished animals were to be presented before the Lord (Lev. 1:10; 3:1, 6; 4:32; 14:10; 22:19). To have no blemish speaks of possessing perfect beauty without anything defective. Our physical features and abilities are attractive to Jesus. 
IV. Union: the mystical union between Christ and the church (Eph. 5:28-32) 

A. There is a mystical union between Christ and His Church, spirit, soul, and body. This emphasizes the relational aspect of our salvation and is a statement of His desire to be with us forever. 

B. Jesus cares deeply for the Church (Eph. 5:29). Nourishing and cherishing speaks of Jesus affectionately caring and supplying what is needed for the well being of His Bride. 
29No one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. (Eph. 5:29)

C. Nourishes the Church: He feeds or provides for us physically, emotionally, and spiritually. We are naturally attentive and sensitive to our body. Jesus is even more sensitive to our real needs.  
D. Cherishes the Church: This speaks of Jesus’ warm and tender attention to our every need. The word conveys the sense of showing gentle and tender care (1 Thes. 2:7). 

7We were gentle among you, just as a nursing mother cherishes her own children. (1 Thes. 2:7) 
E. Jesus raises up ministries to faithfully feed and tenderly care for His people (Eph. 4:11-13). 
V. The great mystery (Eph. 5:30-32) 
30For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 31"For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh." 32This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. (Eph. 5:30-32)
A. Great mystery: This is one of the highest points in Scripture. It is the glorious doctrine of the mystical union between Christ and the Church. We are joined to Jesus spirit, soul, and body (Jn. 17:23; 1 Cor. 6:17). We approach this truth carefully and prayerfully. A mystery is something which cannot be understood without the aid of the Spirit. We must not reduce this mystery by seeing only something ordinary here. Nor should we try to work it out in too much detail so there is no mystery left. This truth is meant to partially evade us and yet fill us with wonder.

B. In this passage, Paul interpreted Genesis 2:21-24. He is telling us that God was thinking of Jesus and the Church when He orchestrated the events around piercing Adam's side to bring forth Eve. As God caused deep sleep to fall on Adam to pierce his side and take a rib to form his bride, so God caused Jesus to embrace the sleep of death to bring forth His Bride (Rom. 8:32). 

21God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam…and He took one of his ribs…22The rib which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman…23Adam said: "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh…she was taken out of Man." 24Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. (Gen. 2:21-24) 
C. Paul added “We are members of His flesh and His bones” (v. 30). Eve was taken out of Adam’s flesh and bones or his very substance. The expression one flesh applies to the relationship between Christ and the Church as it does to the relationship between the husband and the wife. In one sense, Adam and Eve were two, but in another sense they were one. 
D. There was an aspect of Adam’s purpose that he did not show forth until Eve was created. Paul had already established that the Church is Christ’s body which expresses His fulness (Eph. 1:23). Here, Paul is repeating this truth. As Eve gave expression to the fulness of Adam, so the Church gives expression to the fulness of Christ. We are joined to His heart, body, and eternal purpose.
22The church, 23which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. (Eph. 1:22-23) 

E. Jesus as the Son of God is perfect and complete in Himself. He always has been from all eternity. In Him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead in a human body (Col. 2:9). He always has been co-equal and co-eternal with the Father. There is no lack in Him. However, as a human mediator, Jesus needs the Church to give the full and complete expression of His glory and purpose. 

F. Jesus came with the grand purpose of expressing the Father’s will and glory through humans (who are joined to Jesus) to the entire earth (Hab. 2:14). In other words, that God’s will would be done on earth as it is in heaven (Mt. 6:10). As a human mediator, His purpose of filling the earth with glory through humans will only be accomplished in fullness through His Bride to whom He is to be joined as one flesh. We must not press the details on this. It is a great mystery that we do not fully understand. 
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