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The Mystery of the Bride: Glory and Union 
Please refer to the teaching notes for this message. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Ephesians 5:25-32 is one of the most remarkable statements in the Bible about the relationship of Jesus as the 
Bridegroom God with His people. I want to read the whole passage to you. Then we’ll zero in on just a few 
specific phrases and establish some principles that you can apply in your own personal life before the Lord. 

 
“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He 
might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might present her to 
Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle . . . So husbands ought to love their own wives as 
their own bodies . . . For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord 
does the church. For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. ‘For this reason a man 
shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ This is a 
great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church”  (Eph. 5:25-32) 

 
In the context of Ephesians 5, Paul’s main point is to exhort husbands to love their wives. In this context, Paul 
draws a parallel to the glory of God. He goes into these side themes that are spurred by this exhortation of 
husbands loving your wives. I’m just going to mention the main exhortation in Ephesians 5:25. I really want to 
talk about Paul’s secondary points that he made in this context. Ephesians 5:25: “Husbands, love your wives 
just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her.” 
 
HE WILL PRESENT THE BRIDE AS A VICTORIOUS CHURCH ON THE DAY OF HER WEDDING 
The reason He gave Himself for her is found in Ephesians 5:26—that He would sanctify and cleanse her. Those 
are the two key reasons. The reason He did that is because He desires to sanctify and cleanse the Bride. Why? 
So that He could present her to Himself on the wedding day, at the time of the second coming. Jesus wanted to 
present the Body of Christ from all of history to Himself. He wants to present the Bride as a victorious church, 
completely triumphing over all the powers of darkness in victory and having received an impartation of the 
glory of God far beyond any of the angels. Not only would He present Himself a people who have the glory of 
God beyond the whole created order, but also, they will walk in triumph over every single realm of darkness. 
 
This is our destiny. This is why Jesus died. This was the goal; this was the vision He had when He went to the 
cross. When some folks think of Jesus dying for them, they think of fire insurance. They think mostly of getting 
out of hell. Beloved, it’s so much more than getting out of hell. We do escape hell and the judgment of hell, but 
that’s not the big goal that was on His mind. Jesus wasn’t focused on getting us out of trouble. He died to 
establish us in a place of nearness to His heart and to a place of power and glory to rule the world with Him in 
the age to come. He saved us, not mostly to get us out of trouble, but mostly to position us to connect with His 
heart and to receive the glory of God—literally to change the world in this age and then in fullness in the age to 
come. 
 
Paul describes that here in Ephesians 5:27. The reason He died was to sanctify us, to cleanse us, and to present 
us to Himself. That’s clear from other scriptures—that on the great wedding day, the Bride of Christ and the 
Bridegroom will come together. He presents us to Himself as a glorious church with no spot and no wrinkle, no 
problems whatsoever. 
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Paul returns to his main subject; he brings it back down to the place where he started. Essentially he says, 
“Husbands ought to love their own wives, even as they love their own bodies. For no one ever hated his own 
flesh, but each man would nourish and cherish his own body.” Then Paul jumps back out there: “That’s how 
Jesus deals with the Church: He nourishes and cherishes the Church.” He goes right back into that grand theme 
of Jesus and His relationship to the Bride of Christ. 
 
Paul goes on and makes this very amazing statement. There is more than meets the eye in a causal reading here 
in Ephesians 5:30. This is the only time in the entire New Testament when he tells us, “We are members of His 
body, of His flesh and of His bones” (Eph. 5:30). That’s an interesting phrase. Several times Paul calls us 
members of the Body of Christ—every believer. This is the only time he takes it to another level. He says, “It’s 
actually more specific than that.” He is relating it to what happened back in Genesis 2, before sin entered the 
world. Adam said to Eve, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh” (Gen. 2:23). 
 
What Paul is saying is that the reality of the walk that Adam and Eve had before sin is a picture of the fullness 
of what the Bride of Christ and our Bridegroom God, Jesus, will have in fullness after the resurrection. That’s 
really what Paul is saying here. We’ll get to it in a little while. It’s a very grand, dramatic, and unique statement 
that’s only mentioned one time in the New Testament. 
 
Paul quotes Adam in Ephesians 5:31, and makes a completely surprising statement. It’s as if he’s saying, “This 
is a great mystery, the joining together and becoming one flesh, but I’m not talking mostly about a man and a 
woman; I’m talking about Jesus and the Body of Christ in the spirit of glory forever and ever.” What a 
remarkable statement. It does relate to a man and a woman who are one flesh. The great mystery is that the 
uncreated God and man are becoming one. You know, Jesus was eternally God. There was never a time when 
God was created; He’s the uncreated God who became man. His purpose in doing this was to be one with us—
actually to be one with us in some mysterious way. This is Paul describing the destiny of every believer and 
where we’re going in God. 
 
Paragraph A. This is one of the most remarkable and exalted statements of the Church’s relationship to Jesus in 
all the Bible right here. Some of the phrases you have to work on a little on your own in order to get familiar 
with them; you have to invest in order to really get your mind around them and to understand what they’re 
saying. There’s nothing like them in the Word. There’s nothing that I know of in the Bible that surpasses what’s 
described in this passage for your life. This isn’t just a theology lesson; this is your story. This actually has your 
name on it in the heart of God. 
 
Put your name in this passage! I challenge you. Whenever it refers to the Church, put your name there. 
Personalize this passage. See yourself in the storyline. Not only is this picture a reality that we have now, but 
that reality is only in part. It describes a reality that you have been called into that you’re already in. It’s not like 
you’re going to enter into it; you’re in it now. It’s going to have a full dimension in the age to come beyond 
anything that you can even imagine. 
 
Beloved, your life has so much destiny and success that though the Devil can trouble you for a few years on the 
earth, your success and destiny is already guaranteed. If we get hold of that now, then we begin to live in the 
truth of that destiny, because that is who we truly are. It’s not only who we’re going to be; it’s actually who we 
are before God.  
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SEEING OURSELVES IN LIGHT OF OUR ETERNAL DESTINY IN GOD 
What Paul calls us to is to renew our mind, to see ourselves, and to get a picture of ourselves within the big 
picture of eternity and the age to come. Then, as we see who we are in the big picture, we can interpret more 
clearly who we are even right now in this temporal time frame. When we see the inevitability of the glory, and 
how nothing can stop it whatsoever, then we live with a confidence; we live with gratitude now. We can see 
who we are and where we’re going that cannot be stopped. It causes us to interpret our life now very differently 
in light of eternity. The despair and the sense of fatalism, even in the Body of Christ, disappears: that attitude of, 
“Nothing is going well, nothing is going to get better, and I’m a miserable failure!” diminishes. Many think, “I 
have defeat after defeat. There’s no breakthrough in sight, and what’s going on with my life?” 
 
Though I like speaking about breakthrough now, and about what God is doing right now, that’s not exactly the 
point that I’m touching right now. I’m talking about who you are forever that can never be stopped. From the 
biblical point of view, when we anchor ourselves in that reality, then we can interpret who we are now; when 
we have an eternal perspective, then we can view what’s happening today with a much greater clarity and 
according to the spirit of truth. 
 
I want to encourage you to thank Him for the specific facets of truth that are described here. You have to get 
familiar with this passage in order to do that in a meaningful way. My goal tonight is just to stir up your hunger 
for this passage—not to break it all down. We don’t have time in one session; but my goal is to stir up your 
hunger to the point where you say, “I’m going to learn this. I’m going to see who I am. I’m going to begin to 
thank Jesus right now, today, for what He’s doing to me now, and where it’s going in fullness in the age to 
come. I’m going to begin to get these truths into the language of my relationship with the Lord.” When these 
truths get into your lips and get into the conversation with the Lord—meaning these truths get into your prayer 
life where you actually thank the Lord for them and talk to Him related to these truths—it completely changes 
the way you see yourself. It creates a shift inside of you. You see and you feel differently when you see yourself 
from the perspective of this reality. This passage is the ultimate statement of the glory that is yours, and the 
value that you have—not just in the future, but the passage highlights the value you have to God right now and 
the destiny that is yours.  
 
A lot of times, we think of destiny only between now and when we die. We do have a destiny between now and 
when we die. I have really good news: you have a far greater destiny after you die. Your destiny is not just what 
you’re going to do for the next number of decades; your destiny is what you’re going to do for the next billions 
of years. Not just the next fifty years, but the next fifty billion years: that’s what your destiny is truly about. 
That sounds cool, but the reality is that it’s real. This is real. You’re not a loser. You haven’t failed. No matter 
what you’ve done in man’s eyes, maybe you’ve never done anything that anyone has ever noticed; but beloved, 
I have great news: He has noticed. He’s written it down. You’re in the book. You’re in the storyline with such 
success, wealth, glory, and power that you can’t even really imagine what’s promised you. In order to 
understand this, we need the Holy Spirit to take some of these truths and ignite them in your understanding. 
 
Paragraph B. I already said this, but Paul is preaching in this context about husbands loving their wives. That’s 
not what I want to focus on tonight, but I do want to point that out. In the way, Paul gives a human analogy that 
helps us understand spiritual truth between Jesus and us. Then the truth about Jesus and us helps us understand 
marriage. It goes both directions.  
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THE MODEL OF HOW TO TREAT A WOMAN IS HOW JESUS TREATS THE CHURCH 
Paragraph D. I want to talk about the self-sacrificing love of Jesus. We all know this, but it just needs to be said 
again. I will just take a minute on the “husband and wife” point, since that was actually Paul’s main point in this 
passage. The self-sacrificing love of Jesus—that is the pattern of a husband’s love for his wife. I tell godly men, 
men of God, believers, that our Christlikeness is measured by the way that we love our wives. It’s not measured 
only by your fervency in prayer, the boldness when you pray for the sick, evangelize, or how much money you 
give. Those things are important, but your likeness to Christ is actually measured from God’s point of view by 
the way you treat your wife. 
 
That’s what Paul is teaching here. The model of how to treat a woman is how Jesus treats the Church. That’s the 
model that He gives on how to treat a wife. He says, “It’s the way I treat My wife. As a matter of fact, it’s the 
way I treat you—male or female; this is how I want My men to treat My ladies.”  
 
USE EVERY MAN AFTER HIS DESSERTS, AND WHO SHALL ESCAPE WHIPPING? 
I remember talking to one man, and he said, “Man, my wife has done this and that.” He went down a big list 
and said, “She doesn’t deserve my honor; she doesn’t deserve my affections. If you understood the way she 
treated me.” 
 
This was my response: “I assure you that you don’t want to get into the justice system of getting what you 
deserve. If you want to live that way, you’ll get it before God. You don’t want to live according to justice; you 
want to live according to mercy. You really want to treat her like the Lord is treating her.” He stopped and 
thought for a moment. Maybe he would think that through. 
 
DON’T DEMAND SUBMISSION UNLESS YOU’RE WILLING TO LOVE LIKE JESUS 
Paragraph E. I’m saying this because we have a lot of young men who are going to be husbands. We have a few 
husbands in the room, but a lot more men who will one day be husbands. I want to get this foundation in you 
right now. No husband is entitled to say that he is the head of his wife, or that he is the leader, unless he has set 
his heart like Christ has set His heart, and unless he has determined to love his wife like Christ loves the 
Church. 
 
I’ve had men say, “I’m the leader of this home.”  
 
I say, “You cannot say that sentence if you don’t finish the other three sentences in this passage.” I’m talking to 
young men right now. This is real; this is very important. I’m talking about the man who says, “I want my wife 
to submit to me because I want us to obey the Scriptures”; however, he’s not obeying the Scripture himself 
unless he’s seeking earnestly to love her like Christ loved the Church, which is a far more extreme exhortation 
than the exhortation for her to submit to his leadership. I’ve never met a woman—ever—who struggles to 
follow the leadership of a man who is trying to love her like Christ loves the Church. I never, ever met a woman 
who struggles with that. I guess I have to change subjects here; this isn’t even my main point. 
 
“DOES MY LOVE REFLECT THE KIND OF LOVE JESUS HAS FOR THE CHURCH?” 
Paragraph F. I was going to skip this; but a man should ask this question. I want to leave notes for you to read 
and get onto the other stuff, but I really have passion about this stuff. A husband—I’m talking about a young. 
twenty-two year old who just got married, or thirty-two, forty-two, fifty-two, or eighty-two year old; it doesn’t 
matter—should ask the question: “Does my love for my wife reflect the kind of love Jesus has for the Church?” 
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This is a real question, not just a question that you ask at a conference. It’s real. When we stand before the Lord, 
He’s going to measure my life according to this. He’s going to measure us men when we stand before Him. This 
is real to Him. 
 
The goal of every Christian husband should be to live in such a way that his wife could say this: “My husband 
loves me so thoroughly, and he’s so good to me, I enthusiastically follow his leadership.” This isn’t a joke; I’m 
as serious as can be about this. That is how a man of God lives. I’ve been married for thirty-three years, and 
I’ve never made this statement: “You must submit to me.” I’m saying this to young men. I’ve never used the 
word submit, not once, not one time, in one sentence, ever, in thirty-years of being with my wife. I’ve never, 
ever used that word. 
 
Why? Because someone gave me some very important advice back when I was twenty years old. I determined 
that I was going to live that way. I was never going to play the “submit” card because you don’t have to if 
you’re following the commandment to love your wife as Christ loves the Church. Even if you don’t do the other 
one; you don’t ever play the “submit” card. That’s for the wife and the Holy Spirit to work through—not for the 
husband to talk about. 
 
Roman numeral II. Top of page two. That was just a little introduction. I didn’t even intend to go there. Again, 
I’m not being funny; I’m serious! This is a very serious topic. I don’t mind that you’re laughing and enjoying it 
as long as you’re hearing it. It’s real. 
 
There have been times throughout my thirty-plus years of pastoring when a young man comes to me and says, 
“You know, my wife doesn’t submit.” 
 
I tell the man, “You know, you couldn’t say any curse swords worse to me than those right there.” They’re 
looking me right in the eye. I say, “You have no idea how you’ve blown it right there.” He comes in to accuse 
his wife. I say, “You came to the wrong guy!” 
 
THE GLORY JESUS HAD IN MIND WHEN HE SAVED US 
Top of page two. The outline of this passage, first of all is, in Ephesians 5:26-27; Paul discusses the glory of 
God that Jesus has made available to the Church. I have this in another place. Then, he talks about the union 
that He has with His people in verses Ephesians 5:28-32. The first topic Paul addresses is the glory Jesus had in 
mind when He saved us. 
 
Again, He didn’t save us just to get us out of trouble. He didn’t save us even just to make us a little useful in 
this life. He has a vision for your life that is far greater than the vision you have for your life. His vision for your 
life is far beyond any dream you have for your life: that you would enter into the glory of God. Yes, in this age. 
That’s part of our challenge. I’m giving a bigger picture right now. I’m talking about the inevitability of you 
walking in the glory of God for billions of years in a way that cannot be stopped.  
 
There’s something that gets settled in your spirit when you understand who you are in the big picture. Many 
believers don’t have any idea. They’re anchored only in their failure in this age, and they’re not anchored in 
their inevitable success that’s final and eternal, that reaches its fullness in the age to come. They have no anchor 
in that reality. The only anchor they have is their failure now. They feel condemned; they feel worthless. They 
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feel despairing; they feel depressed. They don’t have any energy to go forward, because all they see is failure. If 
they had a glimmer of hope, their hearts would be so alive with light, enjoyment, and excitement. 
 
That hope is real. It really is your destiny. 
 
Ephesians 5:25. We’re going to look at this just one more time in context. “Husbands, love your wives, just as 
Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing 
of water by the word” (Eph. 5:25-26). I just want to comment on those two purposes of God with the washing 
of the water by the Word. This isn’t just for this age: the Word is the instrument that He uses when He cleanses 
and sanctifies us in this age and also in the age to come. The ultimate goal is that He would present the Church 
to Himself as a glorious church. This is the where the Church is going. This is our destiny. This is our big 
picture destiny. This is what Jesus did for us, but we must also understand why He did it. 
 
THE BRIDE’S GLORY, GREATNESS, POSITION, AND FUNCTION 
Paragraph A. Paul is emphasizing the great love, the victory we’ve received, and the destiny we have before 
Him. He’s describing the Bride’s glory, her victory over every oppressing power, sin on the inside and sin on 
the outside. He’s describing her status before Him forever: her position, her function in the glory of God, her 
purity. That’s what He wants them to get—a solid, firm foundation of the confidence that this is her destiny, 
that no one can steal away. You can endure difficult seasons if you have confidence that victory is inevitable 
and final. It is; it really is. 
 
But again, most believers aren’t anchored in this inevitability, and in knowing that final and full victory that is 
theirs forever. Therefore they’re tossed to and fro in despair, in all kinds of failure, condemnation, and shame. 
They can’t get a grip on who they really are to Him, and who they are in His heart and in His mind. They 
mostly have the idea of getting forgiveness, getting out of hell, and then maybe having a little work assignment. 
They think maybe they’re supposed to do something here, and they can’t figure out what. They stumble in 
condemnation, and that describes their spiritual life. Beloved, that’s a disastrous way to live. We’re so wealthy! 
The plan is so full and so final and so sure that has your name on it.  
 
Paragraph B. Paul said that Jesus “gave Himself” (Eph. 5:25). You know the story, so I won’t go into it, but it’s 
unthinkable what He did. It’s unthinkable. The uncreated God became human. We’re talking about the God 
who created the universe in Genesis 1 becoming human. He gave Himself; He invested Himself in us. He’s 
committed. We talk about being committed to the Lord. Let me tell you, beloved, the commitment that He’s 
made so far outstrips any of the commitment we will ever make back to Him. He is deeply invested in your 
destiny. He is deeply invested in who you are in His purpose and plan. He gave Himself.  
 
NEARNESS TO THE HEART OF GOD THAT’S ENGULFED IN HIS GLORY FOREVER 
Paragraph C. The ultimate is in two words here: “A glorious church” (Ephesians 5:27). We will live in the state 
of the glory of God forever. It includes this victory over all sin, victory over the Devil, leadership over the 
nations, but much more than that. It’s nearness to the heart of God that is engulfed in the glory of God forever 
with a resurrected body. Paul is talking about the time of His return, when Jesus comes back to His Church from 
all of history, when this will all come to full view and everybody sees it, when none of this is by faith: it’s all 
fully apprehended and released. He calls it the glorious Church, the Church that is filled with the power and the 
glory of God. 
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THE VERY GLORY THAT GOD GAVE JESUS HAS BEEN GIVEN TO US 
Here in John 17:22, Jesus is talking to the Father: “And the glory which You gave Me I have given to them, that 
they may be one just as We are one” (Jn. 17:22). Jesus has already ordained that the glory of God would be 
given to you forever. My prayer tonight is that that pierces your heart, and that a ray of that light would set your 
inward light in a different direction—that even a ray of that sunshine, that light of revelation, would set you on a 
different path with different goals. 
 
The reason Jesus died is that we could be with Him where He is (Jn. 17:24). Not just that we could see His 
glory. To behold the glory doesn’t mean just to observe it from a distance; to behold the glory means to 
encounter and experience it. This is where we’re going. This is what this thing is about. He has a plan for you. 
He’s taking you somewhere so glorious under His leadership. As a matter of fact, He’s giving you the 
leadership of the earth. In the age to come, the leadership of all the nations of the earth will be under the saints. 
That is what He has destined for you. That is where we’re going.  
 
JESUS PICKS THOSE WHO HAVE NEVER BEEN IN THE COURT OF MAN 
Paragraph D. He died. He gave Himself to us to sanctify us. As most of you know, the word sanctify signifies 
separation. It means He called us, He chose us, He picked us. Maybe you’ve never been picked in the court of 
man. Maybe when they lined up in grade school and picked the teams, you were never picked. Maybe you were 
never picked for anything. You might say, “No one ever wanted me for anything on any team anywhere—ever.”  
 
Beloved, I have good news for you. You’ve been picked. You’ve been picked, because that is what sanctified 
means. He put you in a special category. He set you apart. He said, “This one is Mine. This one I set aside for 
Myself and for My service and for My heart.”  
 
That is what He has called us to do: to encounter Him. So He put us in that position where He picks us. We are 
in the most unique position of anything in the whole created order. Of all the angels, of the whole created order, 
you’re in the most unique and exalted position in Jesus’ plan. You’re picked.  
 
Paragraph E. You have to be more than picked; you have to be equipped. He removes everything that hinders us 
from our eternal destiny. As a free gift, He’s removing sin. He’s committed. He already has removed the 
penalty of sin from us. Yet we still feel the defilement of our sin and our emotions. We have dark emotions and 
dark thoughts. Our spirit feels dull, and we feel bored and disconnected. 
 
Let me tell you that everything that gets in the way of your connectedness with Him will be removed forever. 
When it says cleansed, it means all the wrong ideas will be out of your mind. All the wrong feelings, all the 
shame, and all the emotions that get in the way now that we’re so familiar with—that’s what the word cleanse 
entails. 
 
THE WORD WASHES YOU WHEN YOU SPEAK IT BACK TO HIM 
Paragraph F. He does this in this age, as well as the age to come, by the washing of the water by the Word. This 
is very important. It is very simple, but it’s still very important. We’re helped dynamically just by the 
resurrection and the dimension of glory, but there is no going forward without the Word. It’s by the Word of 
God, by the reading of the Word, but not just reading it. Reading it isn’t enough; you can read the Word and 
backslide. You can read the Word an hour a day and backslide. The Word doesn’t wash you because you read 
it; the Word washes you when you speak it back to Him. I don’t mean you word-for-word speak it back to Him. 
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I mean when the ideas of the Word strike your heart, even these principles I’m describing, and you speak it 
back: “Jesus, You have separated me to live in Your glory forever. Thank You!” I just spoke the Word back to 
Him. That’s how the Word washes you. You can hear you, and that’s good. If you hear the Word, it will affect 
you a little; if you read it, it will affect you a little. But it will dynamically wash you, if you speak the Word 
back to Him. 
 
That’s why in a worship time, you want to do more than enjoy the music and tap your foot saying, “Boy, I like 
that!” You need to do more than merely high-five your friends, though there’s nothing wrong with that; but you 
don’t want an hour-long worship service to go by without actually saying the truths back to God. The only time 
it marks you is when you say it back to God. That’s why it’s important that you actually say the words to Him. 
You don’t have to say all the words, all the lyrics, but you want to actually talk to Him in worship, not just 
enjoy music or the atmosphere of everybody else enjoying Him. A worship atmosphere is enjoyable, but that by 
itself will not change you. It might put water on the garden a little, but it doesn’t really touch you and wash you 
until the Word gets into your mouth back to Him. You don’t have to say it word for word; but when I thank the 
Lord for truths, I commit myself to Him, and I ask Him for living understanding and revelation, and then those 
truths wash my spirit.  
 
One of the most enjoyable ways to do that is in a worship setting, because the music is good. You have people 
like Cory up here singing. It’s fun to sing with them. Their voices are beautiful. It’s an optimum environment to 
speak back to the Lord. A lot of believers just listen to the music, tap their foot, and don’t engage their spirit. 
They don’t get washed in this optimum environment for their spirits to get washed. I’m talking to some of the 
IHOP–KC staff and interns, etc. You don’t want to go to the prayer room when they’re singing the Word and 
play video games, even though you can kind of get away with it by putting on your earphones and sneaking 
away. You actually want to speak those words back to God—not just the words the people are singing.  
 
I like to open my Bible and read through it. I’ve encouraged people, if you don’t know where to start reading, 
start in the New Testament and read ten chapters a day. I did this for a few years when I was about twenty years 
old, because somebody told me to. They told me to read ten chapters a day, and you’ll go through the whole 
New Testament once a month. I did that for a few months. I didn’t read the Bible because I didn’t know where 
to start.  
 
The man said, “Good, start where you left off yesterday.” 
 
As simple as that is, I never thought about it. Then I got the vision to read the New Testament once a month. 
You’ll get through the whole New Testament, if you read ten chapters a day, six days a week. You have one day 
to miss it and still catch up on the days you miss. I read it every day. Some days, I didn’t do enough so I caught 
up on those days.  
 
Beloved, don’t get the idea that you can go up in a ministry time, have someone lay hands on you, and suddenly 
all your problems are solved. I do believe in people laying hands on you and getting helped. I call that “getting a 
jump start.” You get a boost. You don’t get washed in a substantial way if the Word doesn’t get in your own 
mouth, speaking it back to God. You can whisper it; you don’t have to say it loud. You can whisper it really 
softly, but you need to say it back to Him, and it will radically change you.  
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Paragraph G. Paul goes on and says, “Well, not only are you glorious and chosen, with all the hindrances 
removed. Jesus Himself is going to be the One who presents you to Himself.” 
 
Paragraph H. That’s an odd idea. Normally, someone else would present a bride to a bridegroom—typically a 
father or a close relative, someone deeply enough invested in the bride’s life to help in preparing the wedding, 
or even the provisions of her life. Normally someone invested in the bride would present the bride; and 
traditionally that would be the father, because he was the most invested. Paul takes this from a different 
perspective: Jesus is the most invested person in you. He is the One who knows what He wants from you and 
how to prepare you. He is the One who understands the human dilemma. Though He is God and understands it 
because God knows everything, He’s still Man, and He experienced it. Between the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, Jesus experiences what we went through. The Father ordained that He would be the One who would 
prepare and present the Bride, even to Himself, on that day. I have more about that a few paragraphs down, but 
I’m going to go ahead and skip it for now. 
 
Jesus is thinking about the wedding day. Did you know that He’s thinking about our wedding day? It’s our 
wedding day—all of us. It’s the day where the wedding is consummated and the great celebration happens 
before the Father in the resurrection. He thinks about your wedding day more than you do. Many believers 
never think about their wedding day—not their big wedding day. They think about their temporal wedding day. 
And that’s good! But I want you to know that He actually thinks and has plans for that day beyond anything you 
or I could imagine. It’s real to Him. 
 
A GLORIOUS CHURCH, WITHOUT SPOT OR WRINKLE 
Let’s go to the top of page three. Roman numeral III. Paragraph A. Jesus thought through everything in 
preparing us for that day. Not only will He present us to Himself as a glorious church: there will be no spot or 
wrinkle. We will be holy and without blemish. These are the highlights that the Holy Spirit gave Paul about the 
great wedding day. Let’s look at just a few of them. Again, the idea is to familiarize you with this passage, so 
that you can take it into your own personal prayer time, whether you’re in the prayer room, or at home, or 
wherever. You can actually speak these words and these phrases back to the Lord. Say these Bible phrases back 
to the Lord with some understanding of what they mean if this passage is new to you. I want you to be able to 
picture yourself in this drama and to talk to the Lord about it—even now. Don’t just wait until that time: 
actually begin to engage in it even now. 
 
TO BE HOLY MEANS TO BE IN AGREEMENT WITH GOD 
Paragraph B. Some people have this really negative idea of what it means to be holy. To be holy means to be in 
agreement with God. That’s what holiness really is. It equips us to enjoy life together with God: that’s what 
holiness does. It brings us into agreement so that we can enjoy our relationship with Him. When we live in 
compromise in this age, our spirit feels defiled though God still loves and forgives us, but we can’t feel the 
pleasure of it. 
 
THE MOST MISERABLE PERSON ON EARTH IS A COMPROMISING BELIEVER 
There’s nothing more miserable than a compromising believer. They have too much of God to enjoy sin and too 
much sin to enjoy God. I mean, the normal unbelievers don’t have conviction. They enjoy their darkness, only 
for an hour, and then they wake up with a headache, but they’ve enjoyed it for an hour. The believer is 
miserable playing with darkness, and the very darkness they’re dabbling in keeps them from enjoying God. It’s 
the most miserable place that there is, to be a compromising believer with too much of God to enjoy sin and too 
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much sin to enjoy God. Holiness puts us in a position where we can actually enjoy the process. I don’t mean it’s 
easy on the outside, but our spirit can be vibrant, even if the circumstances are difficult. 
 
Paragraph C. Paul said in Ephesians 5:27 that we will be “without spot.” Now this is a reference to our 
garments. We will be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, which is “the righteous acts of the saints” (Rev. 
19:8). This is referring to the last day, the great wedding day, where the whole Body of Christ stands before the 
Lord at the great wedding celebration. Each of us will have garments. Each of us will have the gift of 
righteousness and the robe of righteousness that we all get because we’re born again. We all have that standard-
issued garment of righteousness. Everyone has that as a free gift. Then in addition to that, each believer will 
have garments related to their life and their obedience here on the earth. 
 
You will have garments on the wedding day and beyond the wedding day. Not just for that day—you will have 
them forever. Those are the fruit of your righteous choices here in times of temptation and your righteous 
choices in times of serving and reaching out to other people. God remembers all of it. You will have garments 
related to those choices. 
 
Here’s what Paul is saying. Right now, we stumble; we fall in the mud, so to speak, because of compromise and 
darkness and failure. Paul is promising us there will be no spot on our garments at all. Our garments will be 
spotless in that day. That means there will be no more struggle. It will be over, and you will have victory 
forever—no spot whatsoever. 
 
YOU WILL LIVE FOREVER IN PERPETUAL YOUTH AND BEAUTY 
Paragraph D. There will be no wrinkles. The wrinkles have to do with our skin. Jesus will remove those 
wrinkles in the resurrection—all the aging will disappear. There will be no disease, no decay, and no wrinkles 
forever. None! You will live forever in perpetual youth and health and beauty—forever. That’s actually what 
that means. No wrinkles! That’s a big subject.  
 
Paragraph E. There will be no blemish—no blemishes at all. Jesus will remove all of the spiritual and the 
physical blemishes. Now, the word blemish was a familiar term in the Old Testament because they had to offer 
the animals to the Lord as animal sacrifices. They could have no blemish on them at all—no physical blemish. 
When the Lord Himself presents us to the Lord, we will have no blemish. You will have eternal beauty. I don’t 
know that much about angels, but I have a theory that says there are only beautiful angels up there. 
 
My point is this: in the resurrection, everyone will have beauty and glory beyond anything they can imagine in 
this age. Jesus has planned all of this for you. We get so fixated on what our plan is for the next ten and twenty 
year, and I believe we should focus on that, but not to the exclusion of the big plan. There’s another plan 
besides what’s going to happen in the next ten or twenty years. There’s a far bigger plan that Jesus has for you, 
and I’m in no way minimizing the plan He has for you now, or in ten year, twenty years, thirty years, or forty 
years. However many years you have on the earth before the Lord returns, or before you meet the Lord, 
whatever that plan, is I assure you that He has a far bigger plan that will excite you way more. These are just 
beginning statements. The Holy Spirit is saying, “You meditate on these, and I will unfold the implications of 
each one of these to you in time.” Even these simple statements—no spot, no wrinkle, and no blemish—there 
are massive implications behind each of these little phrases. The fullness of the concept is not contained in this 
one phrase. 
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THE MYSTICAL UNION BETWEEN CHRIST AND THE CHURCH 
Roman numeral IV. I’m going to mention this point, and advertise the rest of the ideas to you, and have you 
look at them on your own. 
 
Paragraph B. “For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the 
church” (Eph. 5:29). Everyone knows what it means to nourish and cherish their own body. Think about how 
you cherish your flesh, or your physical body: you’re so sensitive to your physical body. Everyone is. If 
someone just whispers a little, you can tell. You’re that sensitive. You’re sensitive to anything that touches 
you—to heat, cold, air, to being hungry and tired; you feel comfort; you have energy. You’re so sensitive to 
your body, to nourish it, to give it rest when it’s tired, and to give it food: to reposition yourself if you’re in pain 
the way you’re sitting. You’re so sensitive to your body. By nature, we cherish it. We pamper our bodies. We 
give our bodies what they want. 
 
We don’t take that to an extreme. That’s called a lack of discipline. I’m talking about within the boundaries of 
normal life. Every person nourishes and cherishes his body. Here’s what Paul is saying. Jesus is actually more 
sensitive, more alert, and more aware to what your needs are in your body in time than you will ever be. You’re 
so sensitive, yet He is even more sensitive. It’s not just that He will nourish us; beloved, it’s that He will give us 
what we need physically, emotionally, and spiritually. He will feed us the things we need. He also cherishes us. 
There is a dimension of affection, warmth, and tenderness in the way that He does it. Not only is He sensitive to 
our needs like we are: even more than that, He actually meets them, and He has affection while He’s doing it, 
and tenderness and gentleness along the way. That’s the point I wanted to make. 
 
The rest of this I’m just going to leave you to read on your own. It’s talking about the subject of our unity with 
Jesus. Our unity is with Him now, but in the resurrection is where the great mystery is. Paul called it the great 
mystery of God—the oneness that we have with Him. I don’t want to go into that right now, but I want to leave 
it with you and have you look at it in your own spare time. Again, my point in this message tonight was not so 
much to break it all down, but to stir up your appetite for Ephesians 5. It’s too big for one setting. There are 
marvelous and deep ideas here. 
 
What I wanted to do is this: I wanted to point out and say, “Note to self: Ephesians 5 has your name on it. It is 
one of the ultimate statements about your destiny.” If you would take time to go there, you won’t be 
disappointed—that I assure you.  
 
MINISTRY TIME 
Amen. Let’s stand. 
 
Let’s just worship the Lord a few minutes and see how the Lord leads us in identifying where to go in ministry 
time. 
 
Lord, we come before You. We ask You to speak to our spirit about who we are to You. Lord, I ask You to 
unpack this glorious message. Lord, we want to feel the weight of how You feel about us and what You plan for 
us. I ask You to mark people’s spirits even now. Come, Holy Spirit, and release Your power. Come and mark 
our spirits even now, I ask.  


