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I. receiving eternal rewards 

A. Paul gave us important details about our future appointment at the judgment seat of Christ. 

8Each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor…  10Let each one take heed how he builds… 11No other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12If anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 14If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 15If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. (1 Cor. 3:8-15)

B. No other foundation: The gift of Jesus’ righteousness is our foundation (2 Cor. 5:21). Our deeds are built on this foundation. We are saved by faith in His work, but rewarded according to ours.   

C. Each one will receive his own reward: Jesus will express how He feels about our love for Him. 

D. There will be a vast range of degrees of reward. Our varying rewards include a differing measure of God’s glory in the areas of our life such as our resurrected bodies, clothing, dwelling place, position of authority, and relationship with God, etc. 

41There is one glory of the sun…and another glory of the stars; for one star differs from another star in glory. 42So also is the resurrection of the dead. (1 Cor. 15:41-42) 

E. According to his own labor or works: Paul emphasized the value of our work, mentioning it four times (v. 13-15). Our work speaks of our life decisions and ministry to others.

27The Son of Man will come…He will reward each according to his works. (Mt. 16:27) 

12My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work. (Rev. 22:12) 

F. His own labor: It is takes effort and is often costly, difficult, and inconvenient. It includes making the effort to be attentive to God so that our relationship with Him is enriched.  

G. Paul spoke of six building materials. It is possible to use the wrong building materials.

1. Gold, silver, precious stones: Are of great value, rare, found in small quantities below the ground, and are not diminished by fire, but purified. 
2. Wood, hay, straw: Are of little value, common, found in large quantities above the ground, and are destroyed by fire. These include dead works that are done for man’s praise (Mt. 6:1-6).
H. Each one’s work will become clear: The true nature of our work will be fully revealed. 

3Your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then 
you also will be revealed with Him in glory. (Col 3:3-4, NAS)

I. The fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is: Jesus’ eyes of fire will test our works. Being in the presence of the Man who is Truth (Jn. 14:6) brings the truth about us to the light. All our work must pass through God’s fire. Some of our work will endure, and some will burn.

18These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire… (Rev. 2:18) 

J. The Day will declare it: Jesus will declare what He feels about our life work. 

1. If anyone’s work endures: Work that endures the fire is rewarded—work that honors the Word, is motivated by love, and is done before God’s eyes.  

2. If anyone’s work is burned: Work that is burned receives no reward. This refers to the kind of work that is motivated by seeking for man’s approval. 
K. He will suffer loss: It is possible to suffer the loss of some of our potential rewards in the Millennium. To suffer indicates the pain of feeling great regret.  

1. We can lose what we have worked for.
8Watch out that you do not lose what you have worked for, but that you may be rewarded fully. (2 Jn. 8; NIV) 

2. Jesus exhorted us to not let anyone take our crown. This cannot be referring to salvation, because no one can take our salvation. Crowns can be lost by allowing teachers to seduce us with false doctrines of grace.

11Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown. (Rev. 3:11) 

L. But he will be saved, yet so as through fire: This phrase describes someone who loses all their possessions when their house burns down, though they themselves escape by being pulled out of the fire just in time. This phrase is taken from Amos, who spoke of “a firebrand plucked from the burning” (Amos 4:11; Zech. 3:2; Jude 23). Some peoples’ once “cherished ministry” will burn like hay, yet the person will survive the flames and be saved. 

M. Jesus called us to buy gold by developing our relationship with Him and obeying Him. Gold is the anointing to walk out the first commandment as defined by the Sermon on the Mount. 

8I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich… (Rev. 3:18) 

N. We are not left guessing as to what God considers greatest. The greatest calling and grace is the anointing to receive God’s love and return it to Him. It is our greatest possession and our greatest ministry calling. The success and power of our life is found in walking in the grace to love God. We readjust the primary dream of our heart by choosing a radical shift in the way we picture our life and future and how we define success. We decide that the “primary dream” of our life is to walk in the anointing to live out the first commandment. We change the way we picture our life.

37You shall love the Lord…with all your heart… 38The first and great command… (Mt. 22:37-38)
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