Forerunner Christian Fellowship – Mike Bickle
1
Forerunner Christian Fellowship – Mike Bickle
Part 2 The Judgment Seat of Christ: Living Before God’s Eyes
Page 2

Part 2 The Judgment Seat of Christ: Living Before God’s Eyes
I. Judgment Seat of Christ: the place of reward 

A. Review: I had a supernatural encounter in which I was on my knees before Jesus (Oct. 1978). He said to me, “You are saved, but your life was wasted.” The thought rose up strongly in me that it is impossible to manipulate the Man Christ Jesus. I cried, “Can I have another chance?” The Spirit spoke that it is appointed unto man to die once, then comes the judgment (Heb. 9:27). Being in the presence of the Man who is Truth (Jn. 14:6), brings the truth about us to surface. 

B. Each believer will stand before Jesus at the judgment seat to give an account of what we did with what God gave us (Rom. 14:10-12). God gives each one a specific assignment based on the capacities that He gives them physically, mentally, emotionally, financially, and in their life circumstances. The judgment seat of Christ is a place to receive rewards, not penalties. 

9 We make it our aim…to be well pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body…11 Knowing …the terror of the Lord, we persuade men…we are well known to God… (2 Cor. 5:9-11) 

C. Things done in the body: We are saved as a free gift, by faith in Jesus’ work, but are rewarded according to our works. Our entrance into heaven is not based on our works, but our place in heaven is. Our works greatly matter. Some misunderstand the value of their works, because, if we are not saved by works, they falsely conclude that their works do not matter. 

27 The Son of Man will come…He will reward each according to his works. (Mt. 16:27) 

12 My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work. (Rev. 22:12) 

D. We are not rewarded according to our life vision or plans (intention) to do good, but for our follow-through. Many have a big vision for their life and intend to grow in God, develop a prayer life, and spend their time and money in ways that please Jesus, but they do not follow through.  

E. To be well-pleasing to Jesus: This means to make the first commandment first in our lives. Loving God is the first emphasis of the Spirit in our lives (Mt. 22:37-38). The greatest grace, success, and power of our life is found in walking in the anointing to love God.
F. We make it our aim: Our aim is the primary dream in our lives. To many, their primary dream is their ministry, money, marriage, status, health, etc. We are to readjust the primary dream of our heart by choosing a radical shift in the way we picture our future and how we define success. 
G. Knowing the terror of the Lord: Paul knew how serious it was to stand before God, so he persuaded men on this subject. It is the most significant appointment in our life. 
H. For we must all appear: Paul tells why he made the great shift to make it his primary aim in life to be well-pleasing to Jesus: “for” or “because” he was going to stand before the judgment seat. 

I. We are well known to God: Paul knew that God’s eyes were on him and that God was well acquainted with everything he did. We can know that God delights in us and cares about the efforts we make to please Him. This creates confidence and the fear of the Lord in our heart. 

1 O LORD, You have searched me and known me. 2 You know my sitting down and my rising up…3 You comprehend my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. 

4 For there is not a word on my tongue, but behold…You know it altogether. (Ps. 139:1-4) 

J. Jesus called us to live a lifestyle with charitable deeds that include investing our time, money, words, or prayers to help others. Jesus called us to cultivate revelation that the Father sees and cares about our works when men do not. He called us to avoid sounding a trumpet before men that draws attention to ourselves in overt or subtle ways. We naturally draw attention to how devoted, smart, diligent, anointed, and generous with our money, time, and words we are.

1 Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father…2 When you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do…they have their reward…4 Your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you. (Mt. 6:1-4) 

K. Moses made decisions to resist the pleasures of sin and to embrace God’s will, even though it caused hardship. Moses did this because he looked to the reward and saw Him who is invisible. Many see enough of Jesus to receive salvation, but not enough to live with diligent endurance. 

25 [Moses]…choosing rather to suffer affliction…than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin …26 he looked to the reward…27 he endured as seeing Him who is invisible. (Heb. 11:25-27) 

L. Paul contrasted two ways of living: to live as unto God or as unto man, i.e., to live seeking the applause of God or of men. Paul is telling us how to live in the Spirit and walk in freedom.
6 Not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 7 with good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, he will receive the same from the Lord… (Eph. 6:6-8) 

M. Eyeservice, as men-pleasers: This speaks of serving to gain the applause and recognition of people by serving with more humility, generosity, and diligence when someone is watching. The key issue is: who do we look to and who do we want to look back? Do we look for the applause of Jesus or men, and do we want Jesus or men to look back at us? We know we are looking to men if we get offended after we serve diligently and are ignored or criticized for our labors.
N. Whatever good anyone does: Every deed that we do is seen and rewarded by God, no matter how small and unnoticed it is by men. It is not the size of the work, but the spirit behind it. God remembers every act of love, even giving a cup of water (Mt. 10:42). A work that is rewarded is one that reflects the values in the Word, that is motivated by love, and is done as before God’s eyes. Our works include the attitudes and words associated with our deeds. We are to humble ourselves, give our time, energy, and money, and bless our enemies. God pays us so well for all that we do. This life is the only time in our eternal existence with such a great “exchange rate.” 

10 God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints… (Heb. 6:10) 
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