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That the Lamb Would Receive the Reward of His Sufferings 

I. the banner call for Moravian missionaries 

A. The famous story that has inspired many in the missions movement for over the last 250 years occurred in December 1732, when Leonard Dober and David Nitschmann (both in their early twenties) were sent out as the first two Moravian missionaries. They departed from Herrnhut, in Germany, for St. Thomas Island in the West Indies. They sold themselves into slavery to reach the 3,000 slaves who worked the sugarcane fields owned by an atheist landowner who vowed to never allow Christianity to reach his property. Their families knowing they would never see them again wept as they asked them why they must go as they departed from Hamburg to sail through the North Sea. One of them cried out what became the banner call for all Moravian missionaries, "May the Lamb that was slain receive the reward of His suffering." Over the next 150 years, the Moravians sent out 2,000 missionaries to neglected areas of the earth.

B. The Father is seeking people who worship (love, relate to, and serve) Him in spirit and truth. This prophetic statement by Jesus is a plumb line to measure our lives and our understanding of the nature of the kingdom. It answers the growing crisis of compromise in the Church today.  

23 True worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him…24 Those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth. (Jn. 4:23-24) 

9 The eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him. (2 Chr. 16:9) 

1. In spirit: to have a deep response that involves our spirit, the very core of who we are 

2. In truth: refers to response rooted in the truth, or on God’s terms, as seen in Scripture 

C. Paul gave a sober warning to the mature church in Colossae (Col. 2:4-7) to not be deceived by persuasive arguments that overtake both believers and unbelievers. This warning applies to us. 

4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words…5 I see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith…7 rooted and built up in Him… (Col. 2:4-7) 

D. We must beware of the human philosophies and empty deceptions based on the principles of the world. Paul draws a contrast between the basic principles of the world and those of Christ. 

8 Beware lest anyone cheat you [take you captive, NAS] through philosophy and empty deceit, according to…to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. (Col. 2:8) 

E. In understanding the gospel, we can think of the “big picture storyline” that pertains to the eternal commitments that Father and Son have given each other and the “temporary storyline” that we each have related to in our individual lives in this age. What was the joy that motivated Jesus to endure the cross (Heb. 12:2)? The principles of Christ provide the framework upon which we build our life goals, dreams, and expectations.  

II. Basic principles of Christ 
A. We are called to love God with all our heart as His first priority and our greatest calling. 

37 You shall love the Lord…with all your heart…38 This is the first and great commandment. (Mt. 22:37-38) 

B. When Ezekiel prophesied about the new covenant, he identified some of God’s motives for sending Jesus to save His people (Ezek. 36:22-26). One reason that God sent Jesus and established the new covenant was to sanctify or vindicate His name by telling the truth about Him. God promised to put the Holy Spirit in His people to empower them to obey God’s word.

22 Say to the house of Israel, “Thus says the Lord GOD: ‘I do not do this for your sake, O house of Israel, but for My holy name’s sake, which you have profaned…23 I will sanctify [vindicate, NAS] My great name…and the nations shall know that I am the LORD…when I am hallowed in you before their eyes…27 I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes…32 Not for your sake do I do this…let it be known to you.’” (Ezek. 36:22-32) 

C. Jesus died to purchase people for God so they would be filled with obedience and love for God. 

9 Worthy art Thou [Jesus]…for Thou wast slain, and didst purchase for God with Thy blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. (Rev. 5:9, NAS)

D. The Father sent Jesus because God so loved the world; Jesus came to seek and save the lost.

16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. (Jn. 3:16) 

11 For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost. (Mt. 18:11) 

E. God is self-sufficient: He desires us, but does not need us. God does not need our worship to meet a need within Himself. His insistence on our worship is not because He is an insecure narcissist looking for human affirmation. Only by fully loving Him are we able to experience the fullness of what it means to be human, by relating to Him as our Father and Bridegroom 

F. The Father committed to give Jesus the preeminence or first place in everything. In other words, the Father works so that all creation obeys and honors Jesus as all the saints love and adore Him. 

18 He is the head of the body…that in all things He may have the preeminence. (Col. 1:18) 

9 God has…given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow…11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus…is Lord… (Phil. 2:9-11) 

12 Saying with a loud voice: "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom, and strength and honor and glory and blessing!" (Rev. 5:12) 

G. The Father committed that Jesus would fill all things (Eph. 4:10; Col. 3:11) 

10 He [Jesus] who descended is the One who ascended…that He might fill all things. (Eph. 4:10) 

H. Jesus gives all to the Father that His Father would be all in all in the hearts of all the redeemed. 

24 Then comes the end, when He [Jesus] delivers the kingdom to God the Father…28 Now when all things are made subject to Him [Jesus], then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him [the Father] who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all. (1 Cor. 15:24-28) 

I. What is the reward of Jesus’ sufferings? Why do the angels rejoice when someone repents (Lk. 15:10)? What was the joy set before Jesus (Heb. 12:2)? The answer includes three things:  

1. Concerning the Father: He came to purchase men for God and vindicate God’s name. His salvation empowered people to be filled with obedience to and affection for God. 

2. Concerning the Son: He came to receive His inheritance from the Father, which includes His Bride as His eternal companion and to rule all nations as the King of kings (Ps. 2:8; 110:1-3; Isa. 45:22-25; Rev. 19:15-16).

3. Concerning the saints: He came to save the lost so that the redeemed could walk in the full dignity and purpose for which the Father created us. 

III. Basic principles of the world 

A. What are the basic principles of the human philosophies that are based on empty deceit? They are “empty” because they do not help our relationship with God, satisfy our heart or deliver us. 
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you [take you captive, NAS] through philosophy and empty deceit, according to…to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. (Col. 2:8) 

B. In the late 1800s, a fierce attack on Christianity began in Europe by a group of European intellectuals called the Higher Critics, including men like Voltaire, Nietzsche, and Darwin. They presented a philosophy called humanism, which became accepted throughout the Western world. 
C. A simple definition of humanism: The main reason for our existence is the happiness of man. In other words, value is measured relative to how it makes man happy. Humanists defined salvation as getting all the happiness out of life that is possible. If you were happy, then you were experiencing salvation. Salvation had no relationship to God or eternity. 

D. The various philosophies differed on how to find happiness. One of Nietzsche’s theories was that happiness came by exercising power over people. Hitler was a student of Nietzsche.  

E. The existentialist philosophers proclaimed that happiness came through sensual gratification. Existentialism says: if it feels good, do it because it’s good for you. There are no absolutes, therefore everything is relative. If everything is relative, then do what is relative to how you feel. So if you feel good, it’s good for you, because there is no God, and there are no absolutes. 

F. John Dewey taught that the way to happiness came through self-expression or by being who you really are. He persuaded a generation of parents to not discipline their children, but to let them “be”—to express themselves so that they would be happy. It produced people without restraint. 

G. The basic principles of humanism eventually found their way into the Church: Jesus came to the earth to make men happy! Many in the Church disagreed on the way it was to be expressed. 
H. The liberals gave no promise of heaven and no warning of hell because they had no conviction about life after death. They taught that we would find happiness on earth through higher thoughts, arts, and appreciation of life, along with some efforts toward justice and compassion. 

I. The fundamentalists believed in the death and resurrection of Jesus to save sinners from hell. They presented the cross as a means of improving the happiness of man in eternity. They called people to come to Jesus to escape hell so they could be happy. They presented God as reigning in heaven for the happiness of man. The main premise is what man can get out of God.

J. The Christian liberals say that the goal of religion is to make man happy on the earth. The fundamentalists say that the goal of religion is to make man happy after he leaves the earth. 

K. The liberals say that by social change and political order we can escape hell on the earth. The fundamentalists say that through the death of Jesus, we escape hell after we leave the earth. The major thrust is on making man happy. The humanistic fundamentalists present a beggarly Jesus asking for a chance to be accepted, instead of One vindicating the Father’s glory. 

L. Christianity says that the highest goal of our being is to glorify and love the God who created us. Humanism says that the highest goal of our being is to give glory and honor to man. Christianity teaches that the good of man is very important, as it flows from allegiance to Jesus. Humanism says that love of and the good of man is the only thing important in life. Christianity was born in heaven and it glorifies God. Humanism was born in hell and it glorifies man. Humanism is a deadly philosophy that has invaded the Church with half-truths. 

M. Today, the main philosophy in America is pragmatism. Pragmatism basically says if it works, wins then it is right. When humanism and pragmatism are put together, then we determine the value of a ministry by the attendance, the responsiveness of the people, and amount of money it has. Can it get the crowds? Does it sell? Does it make people happy? 
N. Is Jesus a means or an end in our life? Is God our goal, or is He just the way to achieve our goals? When we think of our relationship with Jesus, is it mostly about how to have a bigger ministry, and more money, friends, and happiness? Or do we think of the grace that empowers us to love God with all our heart? 
See Ten Shekels and a Shirt by Paris Reidhead 
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